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music.

Classical Indian dance and music
brought life to the Belair Community
Center last Saturday evening, when stu-
dents of the Naatya Arts Center Founda-
tion delivered spectacular performances
in Bharatanatyam dance, and Carnatic

he gala was a culmination of

I months of training by nearly 50 stu-

dents, ages four through 18, under

the guidance of teachers Aparna Samaga

and Inessa Careto. With these recitals, the

foundation hopes to promote Indian cul-

tural heritage in St. Maarten and encour-

age the younger generation to connect
with and preserve classical arts.

Its director, Aparna Samaga, is a classically
trained Bharatanatyam dancer and opened
the non-profit centre to promote and share
the expressive art form. SAMARPAN 2025
was well received by a captivated audience,
and won praise of Culture Department
Head Clara Reyes, who congratulated Sa-
maga on her commitment to the arts and
achievements of the foundation.

Bharatanatyam on iull display

FTC, NEVADA SUE IM MASTERY ACADEMY

Complaint alleges IML was a $1.2 billion scam

Introductory note:

IM Mastery Academy (also
known as IMMA) is active
on St. Maarten. It has re-
branded a few times, and
most recently, in November
2024, “reinvented” itself as
IYOVIA. It was previously
known as iMarketsLive or
IML.

In 2017, the Centrale
Bank van Curagao en Sint
Maarten (CBCS) issued a
statement warning consum-
ers about iMarketsLive,
stating that ‘consumers
are not legally protected
and may be at a higher risk
of losing their money,’ as
iMarketsLive does not fall
under the supervision of the
CBCS or under any other
regulator in Curagao and/
or Sint Maarten, while
dealing in the Foreign Ex-
change (‘FOREX”) market,
and that the programme it
offers “has similarities with
a pyramid scheme.

Authorities in the following
countries have also taken
similar  actions,  issuing
strong consumer Warnings
on financial risks (specifying
the lack of authorization/

regulation in the respective
country and underscor-
ing the dangers of pyramid
schemes and similar scams)
and/ or launching investi-
gations into the company:
the United States, Canada,
Great  Britain, Belgium,
France, Columbia, Peru,
Poland, and Spain.

TINA Consumer
Alert:

On Thursday [May 1 -
ed.], the FTC and the state
of Nevada filed a lawsuit
against IM Mastery Acad-
emy, a financial educa-
tion MLM [multi-level
marketing company - ed]
that recently rebranded as
IYOVIA for bilking more
than $1.2 billion from con-
sumers in “a wide-ranging
investment training and
business venture scam” that
dates back to 2018. Origi-
nally launched as iMarket-
sLive 12 years ago, the com-
pany has been the subject
of an ongoing TINA.org
investigation.

News

According to the complaint,
which refers to the compa-
ny as IML, the MLM used

Consumer News alert by Truth in Advertising.org

false and baseless earning
claims to entice consumers
to purchase financial train-
ing products costing as
much as $400 a month and
to join the MLM’s business
opportunity. Often target-
ing young people through
social media, IML claimed
distributors could retire in
their 20s, travel the world
and make money in their
sleep. The reality was quite
the opposite, with most re-
cruits earning no money or
losing money, according to
the FTC and Nevada Attor-
ney General.

The lawsuit seeks a perma-
nent injunction, monetary
relief and other consumer
relief against IML and nine
other defendants:

- Christopher Terry — the
CEO and co-owner of IML.
- Isis Terry — the CFO and
co-owner (and Chris Ter-
ry’s wife).

- Jason Brown — a former
top distributor, who most
recently has been Vice
President of Field Opera-
tions.

- Matthew Rosa — a top dis-
tributor.
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- Alex Morton — known as
“Chairman Elite” and Exec-
utive Vice President of Sales
for IML.

- Brandon Boyd — an IML
distributor and financial
training instructor.

- IM Mastery Academy Ltd.
(IML UK) - an affiliate of
IML, of which Isis Terry is
the sole officer and share-
holder.

- Assiduous, Inc. — an af-
filiate of IML, of which Isis
Terry is also the sole officer
and shareholder.

- Global Dynasty Network,
LLC (GDN) - a corporate

entity that Brown and Rosa
use for their IML business
venture.

The 71-page complaint is a
scathing indictment of de-
fendants’ actions, stating
early on that:

“Defendants profit hand-
somely from the deceptive
earnings claims of their
salespeople, which  have
generated more than $1.242
billion in worldwide sales
since 2018. Instead of disci-
plining or terminating high-
earning salespeople when

confronted with evidence
of the deceptive earnings
claims, IML and IML CEO
Christopher ... Terry would
often reward them with lu-
crative payouts. Defendants
IML, Alex Morton, Jason
Brown, and Matthew ...
Rosa have even instructed
IMLs salespeople on how to
make those claims while es-
caping the detection of IML's
compliance program and
law enforcement.”

And the profits from this

CONTINUED ON PG. 6
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WHERE SINT MAARTEN NON-PROFITS CONNECT

This isn’t just a community
event; it’s the largest volunteer
initiative in the Dutch Kingdom
with hundreds of individuals,
who show up year after year to
make a tangible difference dur-
ing SXM DOET. And now, with
the 11th edition fast approach-
ing, the call to action is louder
and more urgent than ever.

n Friday, May 16, and
Saturday, May 17, SXM
DOET will once again

take over St. Maarten. Powered
by the “Be The Change” founda-
tion in collaboration with the
Oranje Fonds, SXM DOET will
mobilise hundreds of volunteers
across the island to support local
non-profits in delivering mean-
ingful community projects.

There are around 1,800 volun-
teer slots available this year, and

‘NPO Spotlight’ in collaboration with The Daily Herald offers you a glance into the
varied and multifaceted world of Non-Profit Organizations (NPOs) on St. Maarten.

they're filling up. That means
there is plenty of room for you,
your classmates, coworkers, and
family to jump in. Don’t wait until
the last-minute to head to www.
sxmdoet.com and find a project
that speaks to you and sign up
today.

From painting school walls and
planting gardens to organizing
youth sports or creating joyful
moments for the elderly, there’s a
project for everyone. And the best
part is you don’t need experience
— just a willingness to help.

This is not just for individuals
either; SXM DOET thrives on
group efforts.

Offices, classrooms, sports teams,
friend circles — everyone is wel-
come. Volunteering together
builds bonds while building a

stronger St Maarten. If your or-
ganisation has been looking for a
meaningful team-building oppor-
tunity, this is it.

SXM DOET is part of a wider re-
gional movement that began in
the Netherlands in 2004 and has
since spread to Aruba, Bonaire,
Curagao, Statia, Saba and St.
Maarten. It’s not just about one-
off acts of kindness. It’s about cre-
ating a sustainable culture of vol-
unteerism that lifts communities,
fills service gaps, and supports
the people and organisations do-
ing vital work year-round.

Young people!

This is your chance to shine!
Whether you are looking to earn
community service hours, gain
new skills, make new friends, or
just want to be part of something
positive, SXM DOET has a spot

for you. It’s fun, it’s social, and it
feels great to give back. You don’t
have to wait for someone else to
make a change, you can be that

someone. So, grab your
crew, pick a project, and
show St. Maarten what
the next generation

can do! Let’s make SXM DOET
2025 unforgettable!

Have questions?

Reach out to the SXM DOET
team directly via info.sxmdoet@
gmail.com or call +1 (721) 581-
6831.

If you are a NPO and would like to be showcased please visit our website www.npowersxm.com to register.

Giving back is a feel-
good activity for people
in all walks of life and
can be a great opportu-
nity for teambuilding as
well — one that different
companies and organisa-
tions can and should take
advantage of. With SXM
Doet coming up soon —
Friday, May 16, and Sat-
urday, May 17 — it’s time
to browse the projects
available and see what
might appeal to you.

Igemeen Pensioen-
fonds Sint Maarten
(APS) team mem-

bers are no strangers to vol-
unteering together, espe-
cially with SXM Doet. The
team has been taking part
in a wide variety of projects
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Volunteering and teambuilding:
The APS experience with SXM DOET

for years and would rec-
ommend the same to other

organisations. Here, APS
Managing Director Oscar
Williams tells us a little
more about the fulfilling
and collaborative oppor-
tunity that the team finds
in banding together for a
good cause.

1: What is your history in
volunteering in general,
and with SXM Doet in
particular?

In general, I have volun-
teered at several organiza-
tions such as EPIC, Na-
ture Foundation and SXM
Doet. And with our organi-
zation (APS), we have been
participating in SXM Doet.
In addition to this, I also
volunteered several times
privately with my family
for SXM Doet.

2: How did the group vol-
unteering activity with
APS come about, and
when did it start?

We at APS always look at
different events whereby
we can contribute. We for-
mally started participating
in SXM Doet since 2018.
We saw it as a good cause,
as well as a teambuilding

opportunity for the orga-
nization while contributing
to the community and set-
ting a right example.

3: What project will your
team be doing this year,
and how many are join-
ing?

We will be working with
EPIC in the perpetual
Plastic Workspace, being a
part of the team: weighing
- sorting - cutting - shred-
ding - moulding all the
different plastic items; cre-
ating all new recycled re-
usable useful items for the
workspace! We will par-
ticipate with the entire APS
team of 10 persons.

4: What types of projects
do you gravitate to, and
why? Is this connected to
your professions in any
way?

We do not gravitate to spe-
cific projects per se. We
try to participate in dif-
ferent projects every year
and keep it dynamic. We
participated in the painting
of buildings, murals, beach
day with clients of the
White Yellow Cross, fun
day with pensioners and
cleaning of hiking trails, to

name a few.

5: What does the group
enjoy about volunteering
together, and what are the
social benefits of doing
this?

The APS team sees the vol-
unteering with SXM Doet
as a way of giving back to
the community; also em-
phasizing the importance
of volunteering and set-
ting a good example to the
community at large. In my
experience, our staffers al-
ways leave with a fulfilling
feeling after a project has
been completed.

6: Is volunteering as a
group  something you
would recommend to oth-
er businesses/ organiza-
tions, and if so, why?

Yes, I would definitely rec-
ommend it to other busi-
nesses and organizations
to participate in SXM
Doet. Not only are you giv-
ing back to the community,
but it also brings your staff
together as a group and it is
a nice and effective way for
stimulating teambuilding.

7: Interested in joining
DOET as a volunteer?

SXM DOET will take place
on Friday, May 16, and Sat-
urday, May 17. This will
be its 11th year running,
brought to you by Be The

Change Foundation and

Oranje Fonds. Browse
projects and register at:
www.sxmdoet.com

Disclaimer: The viewpoints expressed by the various authors in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of The Daily Herald. While we apply due diligence, we often share
the expertise of third parties (for example in interviews) but are not in a position to police their opinions or base of knowledge. As with our other Special Editions, some content is
promotional and/or linked to advertisement. However, we aim to present this content in a transparent way, avoid sharing misinformation, and focus on what we think our readers

will find valuable.
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Sun rises at 5:40am
Sun sets at 6:36pm
Lunar phase: second quarter, waxing gibbous
Moon sets at 4:08am, Saturday
Moon rises at 4:05pm, Saturday

This weekend the meteor show-
er known as the Eta Aquarids
will be lingering on. They gen-
erally run from April 15 to
May 27, and the peak is likely
just past for us, but still you
can expect to see a few streaks
of light showing that the earth
is passing through their ter-
ritory in the great wide solar
system.

r I Vhe moon is nearly full, so
its brightness may lessen
the clarity of stars and

meteor streaks, but the moon

itself is worth studying when
it’s at this phase. The terminator
said, “T'll be back” — and indeed
it is. In astronomy, the termina-
tor line is the line that separates
the sunlit side of the moon from
the dark side of the moon. This

Corona Australis

weekend, its presence is curved
and worth focusing on with a pair
of binoculars. This is preferable
to looking on a full moon when
there is little shadow on the lunar
surface. The shadows give a sense
of the relief or texture of the land-
scape.

Let’s spend time searching for
two crowns in our night sky this
weekend. The Northern Crown
and the Southern Crown are both
lovely circlets of stars, smaller
than the average constellation,
but easily spotted due to the half-
circle shape of bright stars. The
Northern Crown, also called Co-
rona Borealis, rises in the east just
as the skies begin to darken with
the oncoming night. By midnight,
this delicate feature is near to di-
rectly overhead if you are view-

ing from St. Maarten. In the wee
hours of the morning, the north-
ern Crown is setting in the west.

The Southern Crown, or Co-
rona Australis, is found low on
the southern horizon and it rises
fairly late. Around midnight, this
C-shaped ringlet is rising just east
of due south. You may recognize
the teapot shape of Sagittarius
and the curl of Scorpius’ tail just
above the Southern Crown. By
three in the morning, you can see
the Southern Crown at its highest
point in its low arc. That is only
about a third of the way up the
sky from horizon to zenith (over-
head) and after that, it reaches
back down towards the south-
western horizon.

Meanwhile, we have planets to
spot! At sunset Saturday, Mars
is overhead, and Jupiter is just a
bit farther to the west. Venus is
currently the Morning Star, her-
alding the new day, and Saturn
and Mercury are nearby, sitting

South, May Before Dawn

Eta Aquariid Meteor Shower

Corona

Australis

“It is a great honour for me to
participate in this meeting, sur-
rounded by people who are each
expert in their respective fields
and who, out of love for nature,
voluntarily dedicate their time
as ambassadors for WOW!”
These words hit me straight in
the heart. They express exactly
what I feel at that moment. 1
swallow and try to push away
the lump in my throat. With a
smile, I invite the next ambas-
sador to introduce themselves.

closely together, in the brighten-
ing eastern sky.

Thank you for keeping up with the
Night Sky articles, backyard (or
beach) astronomy designed for St.
Maarten sky viewing. FYI: If you
are out later on in the week, note
that each star rises about four

WOW! Ambassadors

By Bianca Peters, co-producer of the WOW! nature film

e are in the first online
ambassadors’ meeting
for WOW! Some are

wearing thick sweaters, with the
lights already on in their rooms.
Others are in T-shirts during
their lunch break. Because yes,
WOW! now has more than 50
ambassadors spread across the
six Caribbean islands and the
Netherlands! People of all ages
and backgrounds have decided to
dedicate their free time to WOW!
Students, recent graduates, teach-
ers, nature park employees, writ-
ers, directors, professors, people
from the cultural sector, divers,
photographers — all driven by one
shared passion: Nature.

Each of them wants to share the
WOW! Story — a story of wonder,
admiration, and awareness about
the unique nature of the islands
in the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands. The ambassadors spread

CONTINUED ON PG. 5

minutes earlier each day than
written here, and the moon rises
50 minutes later. Night Sky is re-
searched and compiled by Lisa
Davis-Burnett. Earthsky.org is a
key resource for information and
images. Questions or comments?
Email davisburnettlisa@gmail.
com
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CRUISINGON CLIPPER 'STAD AMSTERDAM',
THE TRADITIONAL WAY

By Robert Luckock

Around 40 invited guests
enjoyed a  mid-April
morning sail on the three-
masted Clipper Stad Am-
sterdam, thanks to an
agreement  established
between the ship’s direc-
tors and the non-profit
Caribbean Sail Training
Association (CST) for this
unique experience.

CST members and sev-

eral youngsters for the
educational sail. The event
was combined with an
“Open Ship Day” for the
public that afternoon, that
attracted 560 visitors.

Invitations went out to

The ship had arrived in
Marigot from Johannes-
burg, South Africa, after
starting a round-the-world
voyage in August 2023.

Unlike today’s ubiquitous
giant cruise ships, Stad
Amsterdam offers guests
the best of both worlds —
modern day comforts and
amenities, safety features
such as smoke detectors
and alarms, while recreat-
ing the experience of sailing
on an authentic 19" centu-
ry traditional tall ship.

The three masts towering
overhead, rigging, acres of
sails, miles of heavy rope,
teak decks and polished
brass fittings were indeed
impressive, capturing the
imagination of how sea-
soned seafarers handled
these huge vessels back in
the day.

Owned by Randstad Hold-
ings and the Municipality
of Amsterdam, construc-
tion of Stad Amsterdam
began in 1997/98 before
its launch in 2000, and a
major refit to its engines in
2020/2021. Stad Amster-
dam offers a choice of ad-

Crew member Sieme Boomstra %\

(Robert Luckock photo).

venture and luxury cruises.

Swiss Captain Andi Manser
gave a short safety brief-
ing before the departure.
“Please don't fall overboard
as that will cause a lot of ex-
tra paperwork,” he joked at
the end.

At 76-metres in length,
47-metres in height, and
width ~ 10-metres,  Stad
Amsterdam carries 2,200
square metres of sail area
(32 sails), but for this short
cruise, only a few sails were
used. She sails at an average
speed of 10 to 15 knots.

Once the sails were hoisted
by the crew, the ship was
underway, gliding silently
over the waves in Marigot
Bay. Refreshments were
served from a bar on deck
by hostesses Tamara and
Inez.

Guests were free to tour
the ship (but not the crew
quarters) and for some
tasks guests could join in
helping the crew, but not
when there was a precise
manoeuvre to be done in-
volving all hands on deck.

On scheduled paid cruises,
guests can take part in the
watch system, choosing the
time to participate with the

Stad Amsterdam under full
sail (Jean Jarreau photo).

crew, to learn a lot about
sailing the ship. Most of the
crew work is manual, haul-
ing in lines requiring mus-
cle and fitness, although
there are some modern
winches too.

“I've been sailing on Stad
Amsterdam for two years
now,” said 22-year-old crew
member Sieme Boomstra,
from Texel in the Nether-
lands. “I'm what’s called
an Ordinary Sailor, so my
job is on deck, which in-
cludes sail handling, deck
scrubbing, cleaning. I also
take part in the watches at
night sometimes. There is
maintenance to do as well
on woodwork, rigging and
steel work. I love it. I want-
ed to see the world and in
two years, I've already seen
most of it. We have a great
crew, super cool, lots of en-
ergy”

Head Housekeeper Geral-
dine van Harn gave a tour
below decks, starting with
the beautiful mahogany
dining room and bar, called
the “Long Room. She is
also in charge of the mer-
chandising boutique on
board.

“When we have an adven-
ture trip, the crew also eat
here, and if it's a luxury

Captain of Stad Amsterdam, Andi

4

cruise, the guests eat up
on deck — tables set up
with white tablecloths, nice
wines, lunches and three-
course dinners — the whole
works,” explained van Harn.

There are some 14 cabins
with portholes for guests,
equipped with telephone

Manser (Robert Luckock photo).

age,” Manser explained. “It’s
very special and I enjoy
working with a young crew.
The average age of the crew
is 20-25 years old. The most
important quality is that
they are motivated. Prior
experience isn't always nec-
essary, and we do have ex-
perienced crew from Dan-

Crew hauling in lines. Most manual tasks on board
require physical fitness (Robert Luckock).

(satellite connection), air
conditioned and with heat-
ers, bathrooms and shower,
and on the lower deck cab-
ins for 30 crew. The ship
has its own laundry facili-
ties on board too.

“I have been Captain of
Stad ~ Amsterdam  since
2009 — that’s 16 years — in
fact, we are two captains,
rotating every eight weeks
at different legs of the voy-

Y .

Head Housekeeper Geraldine van Harn in the
ship’s dining room (Robert Luckock photo).

ish training vessels as well.

“Other crew such as house-
keeper, officers, technicians
and chief engineer are older
and of course experienced.
The Quarter Master is the
leader of a group on deck,
and Officer of the Watch is
on the bridge in charge of
navigation.

“The ship is not that heavy,
and she rides over the

".

waves, so it’s quite dry
on deck,” he adds. “But if
the wind is coming from
the stern, she rolls eas-
ily. The guests really enjoy
the cruises and they feel
part of the team. There’s
a lot of social interaction.
When they come on board
for the first time, they get a
welcome presentation and
every evening a Captain’s
presentation on what to
expect, activities, weather
forecasts, fire drills, etc.

After leaving Saint-Martin,
Stad Amsterdam complet-
ed a 10-day luxury cruise
in the British Virgin Islands
(BVI) with 26 guests. The
ship is due back in its home
port of Amsterdam in Au-
gust, where she will take
part in the Sail Amsterdam
Festival.

CST President Jan Roosens
said there are possibilities
in the future for Stad Am-
sterdam to become a CST
member.

“We would hope to reach
agreements that the ship
will take Caribbean young-
sters as trainees from time
to time and continue to
cooperate in organising a
Maritime Experience Day
at a Caribbean island. That
does not mean they will re-
ceive all the free advantages
everywhere, but certainly
some,” Roosens said.

“Even if a commercial vessel
cannot receive all the free
advantages in the ports,
etc., Caribbean Sail Train-
ing will look at the possibil-
ity to reimburse some costs
to the ship when they want
to cooperate with CST. The
future will tell what is pos-
sible and what is not. This
will all be under discussion
with Stad Amsterdam?
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AirStMaarten, also
known as AirSXM.com,
continues to redefine
air travel in the North-
eastern Caribbean by
expanding its shared
charter services to new
destinations: St. Thomas
and St. Croix, USVI; and
San Juan, Puerto Rico.
With this expansion,
AirSXM now connects
St. Maarten with these
vibrant new hubs in ad-
dition to its already es-
tablished routes to St.
Barths, Anguilla, Anti-
gua and Tortola.

ounded and oper-
Fated by aviation en-

trepreneur Terrance
Rey, AirStMaarten is St.
Maarten’s first and only
virtual airline, special-
izing in personalized air
charter solutions. The
airline’s innovative shared
charter model offers pas-
sengers the convenience
and exclusivity of private
aviation without the high
cost of booking an en-
tire aircraft. Passengers
simply pay for the seat
they occupy - ideal for
solo travellers and small
groups.

AirSXM Expands Charter Services to

USVI and Puerto Rico

While shared charter prices
are higher than scheduled
commercial flights, the ex-
perience mirrors private jet
service. Passengers are typ-
ically processed through
FBO terminals [Fixed Base
Operator] — private avia-
tion facilities — allowing for
faster customs and immi-
gration clearance, a more
relaxed boarding process,
and extra luggage allow-
ance at affordable rates.

Planning ahead pays off.
The earlier a shared charter
is booked, the more likely
additional passengers will
join, reducing the seat
price for everyone. AirSt-
Maarten usually operates
7- to 8-seater aircraft for
these charters, but with
sufficient advance notice,
larger planes — up to 19, 30,
or even 47 seats — can be
sourced to meet demand
and lower costs.

Charter from St. Maarten
start at the following
rates:

US $375 per seat to St.
Thomas (STT)

US $450 per seat to St.
Croix (STX)

US $700 per seat to San

Juan (SJU)

(Prices  exclude airport
taxes and fees. Maximum 8
passengers per flight.)

Booking is simple via www.
AirSXM.com, and VIP
handling is part of the ex-
perience. Whether you're

a business traveller or on a
leisure trip, AirSXM pro-
vides a seamless connec-
tion between St. Maarten

and neighbouring desti-
nations with style, speed
and efficiency.

$450

Share 8 Charter_ygy;s pg

WOW! Ambassadors

this message in their own
way. Some share stories
on social media, others
give lessons in schools,
help  organize local
events, find new partners,
or inspire young people
to take action for nature
themselves.

Since this is the first
meeting, we are aligning
everyone. Where do we
stand with WOW! right
now? What is our vision?
And most importantly,
what are we collectively
working towards? We
discuss the exciting pe-
riod ahead. In May, we
will be filming for the
documentaries and the
movie in Aruba, Curacao,
and Bonaire. At the same

CONTINUED FROM PG. 3

time, we will bring the WOW-ies
project to life there, just as we did
earlier on the Windward Islands
(read more about this in my pre-
vious column).

In June, we will also start a spe-
cial auction. This achieves two
goals at once — on the one hand,
we give local artists the opportu-
nity to showcase their work (in-
spired by nature and WOW!) to
an international audience; and on
the other hand, we hope to raise
additional funds for our projects
with the proceeds.

The group responds enthusias-
tically and even comes up with
new ideas. One of the ambassa-
dors, #1 international bestselling
author Charlotte Doornhein, of-
fers a unique copy of one of her
books for the auction. She wrote
the bilingual children’s book “De
roep van de shoco / E grito di e
shoco” over 10 years ago. The sto-
ry encourages children to protect
nature, with special attention to
the shoco, Aruba’s endemic owl.
The book was the official gift for
Aruba’s Children’s Book Week in
2014 and has not been available
for some time, making it a won-
derful collector’s item!

Another ambassador, Nadina
Galle, shares that from April 25
to 28, the first-ever City Nature
Challenge will take place in Cu-
ragao. During this event, people
can use the Obsldentify app to
take photos of plants, animals,
and other organisms. These im-
ages will be added to a shared
database that helps scientists
monitor changes in nature. “How
amazing would it be if WOW!
could get involved in this in the
coming years so that we can
strengthen each other,” she asks
enthusiastically.

We close the session in high

spirits and agree to
meet again at regular
intervals. This way, we
stay informed about
each other’s projects
and can work together
on WOW!s continued
growth.

Afterwards, 1 receive
several messages and
phone calls from people
who want to express
how special it was to be
in a session with such
a diverse group. Every-
one felt the same posi-
tive energy. It gives me
goosebumps and to be
honest, makes me a lit-
tle nervous. There’s no
turning back now, and

I don'’t always know if I'm doing
it right. But fortunately, we have
an amazing group of people who
believe in WOW! and what we
are building together, based on
shared values.

Whenever I have doubts about
our progress, I am certain that
the answer will be found among
these extraordinary people. My
life motto is Dream, Dare, Do,
and Share, and for WOW!, it is
now time for that final step: Shar-
ing. And I am ready!

Would you like to become an
ambassador for WOW!? Send
an email to nathalie@wowthe-
naturefilm.com and join this in-
credible movement!
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scheme appear to be as-
tronomical. According
to the lawsuit, Chris and
Isis Terry have received at
least $20 million, Rosa and
Brown have pocketed more
than $33 million combined,
and Alex Morton has got-
ten more than $76 million
from IML. According to the
complaint, this money has
been obtained by scamming
“hundreds of thousands of
consumers in the United
States and worldwide. De-
fendants focus their mar-
keting on young people,
many of whom are Black
and Latino. The scheme has
disproportionately harmed
young Black consumers” As
part of the evidence to sub-
stantiate these allegations,
the complaint quotes Chris
Terry informing Brown,
“That’s the great thing
about network [marketing]
... They keep making new
18-year-olds every day”

The complaint lays out 10
different counts against de-
fendants, including a count
for making false or unsub-
stantiated earning claims
regarding defendants’ trad-
ing training services, anoth-
er for false earnings claims
related to the business
venture, a third for other
earnings  misrepresenta-
tions regarding defendants’
services, a count that defen-
dants violated the Telemar-
keting Sales Rule by making
deceptive  telemarketing
calls, a count against IML
and the Terrys that they
violated the Restore On-
line Shoppers’ Confidence
Act (ROSCA), and five cor-
responding counts under
Nevada’s Deceptive Trade
Practices Act.

The lawsuit also details
the lengths to which these
defendants have gone to
manipulate and deceive
young consumers. Accord-
ing to the complaint, Brown
“hired a third party to post
fake positive reviews about
IML under a pseudonym.
The complaint goes on:

“[Brown] has directed IMLs
compliance consultant to
find ways to disable the so-
cial media accounts of indi-
viduals who have criticized
IMLs practices online. And
he has advised top salespeo-
ple at IML on how to post
deceptive earning claims
online in ways that will
evade law enforcement.

With respect to Morton,
the complaint alleges:

“[Morton] ... makes decep-
tive earning claims to lure
consumers into the IML
scheme... Morton is aware
of deceptive earning claims
made by other salespeople
and IML instructors. He has
advised top salespeople on
how to post deceptive earn-
ing claims online in ways
that will evade IMLs com-

pliance program and law
enforcement.”

Rosa is alleged to have en-
gaged in the same sort of
conduct as Morton. And
perhaps most damning of
all, the complaint makes
clear that defendants are
well aware that what they
have been doing violates
the law and that they sim-
ply refuse to stop engaging
in deceptive practices. As
the complaint highlights,
Chris Terry wrote in a No-
vember 2021 group chat
that included Brown, Mor-
ton and Rosa, “our risk is
extremely high from these
income claims.... I am sure
if [the FTC] investigates us,
the chairman10’s and above
will face legal issues. We do
not want to swim in their
waters as we will all lose...
Should FTC come down on
us. [sic] Expect $20-30m in
fines”

And according to the com-
plaint, Brown, Rosa and
others echoed Terry’s con-
cerns, with Rosa suggest-
ing they make a video con-
taining deceptive earnings
claims private so it can only
be seen by individuals with
a link to it. That way, he
said, TINA.org “can’t find
what they can't find”

Which brings us to...

TINA.org sounds the
alarm

In the summer of 2018,
TINA.org warned consum-
ers about IML after an ini-
tial investigation revealed
that the company, Chris
Terry and top distributors
like Morton were making
deceptive earning claims to
market the business oppor-
tunity. At the time of this
investigation, IML Chief
Operating Officer Frank
Gomez stated the company
“absolutely agree[d] that
unrealistic income claims,
as well as any income
claims on social media is
not good,” that all IML dis-
tributors would “be trained
with ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ in
regard to any social media
posts,” and that Morton and
Chris Terry in particular
“ha[d] made errors in com-
ments or posts from the
past, ha[d] been notified to
eliminate any communica-
tion that is considered any
type of income claims”

But a year after this state-
ment was made, TINA.
org readily gathered more
than 200 new deceptive in-
come claims. As a result,
in December 2019, TINA.
org filed a complaint with
the MLM industry’s self-
regulatory group known
as the Direct Selling Self-
Regulatory Council. In its
letter to the council, TINA.
org wrote:

“iMarketsLive ... and its

distributors have claimed —
and continue to claim — that
participants make five-fig-
ures per month and millions
of dollars per year, travel
the world, and buy luxury
vehicles and other expensive
items, among other things.
Such  claims completely
contradict  iMarketsLive's
2018 Income Disclosure
Statement, which indicates
that the vast majority of
the company’s distributors
— 95 percent — averaged an
income of less than $300 in
2018, and that is without
accounting for expenses, in-
cluding, but not limited to,
any monthly costs required
to earn commissions.”

Nine months later, in Sep-
tember 2020, the DSSRC
issued a case decision ac-
knowledging the company’s
efforts to promptly remove
the earning claims at issue,
counselled the company
with regard to the market-
ing of deceptive earning
claims and closed its in-

quiry.

Unfortunately, the DSSRC’s
action appears to have had
little impact on IML. Since
that time, TINA.org has
continued to collect dozens
of inappropriate income
claims being made by the
company and its distribu-
tors. And the FTC com-
plaint also makes clear that
the company’s CEO was
well aware that deceptive
earning claims continued
to be published on social
media after the DSSRC
decision — Chris Terry is
quoted as stating in a June
2021 message to top IML
distributors:

“I've been going through a
lot of people’s accounts, and
I'm mortified by the lifestyle
claims that we have. We're
going to end up getting shut
down by the feds. I promise
you. This is horrible what'’s
going on out there. It’s not a
good thing ... I'm looking at
myself, I'm looking at a lot of
top leaders’ Instagrams. The
jets, the watches, the dia-
monds, the cars ... we got to
[sic] adhere to certain laws
that are in place. And if we
don't, then there are conse-
quences. The consequences
are that we will be shut
down”

The company’s regulatory
woes

IML is no stranger to run-
ins with regulatory authori-
ties. Since at least 2017, the
company has been critically
examined by governmental
entities around the world.
According to the FTC com-
plaint, “[nJo fewer than 21
international ~government
agencies have issued warn-
ings about the scheme,
and Canadian law enforce-
ment has taken legal action
against IML”

23 year old college dropout
homeless 1year ago = .
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An example of a social media post by an IML representative. The company was under
scrutiny for making deceptive earnings claims.

Over the years, TINA.org
has alerted consumers to
financial actions against
IML by a number of for-
eign countries, including
Colombia, France, Spain,
Belgium, the UK., Canada
and Peru, each of which
have warned investors and
the public that the company
is not authorized to operate
in their countries. In 2022,
Poland issued a consumer
warning notifying the pub-
lic that it had charged IML
with operating a “pyramid-
type promotional system.

As the complaint points out,
IML has also faced regula-
tory scrutiny at home by the
Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission, which in
2018 reached a settlement
with the company over alle-
gations it acted as an unreg-
istered commodity trading
advisor.

Abandoned by its top dis-
tributor

Up until a few months ago,
Alex Morton was IMLs
top earner. Morton got his
start and rose to fame in the
MLM industry as a young
distributor for Vemma Nu-
trition Company, which
reached a $238 million
settlement with the FTC
over allegations that it was a
pyramid scheme in 2016. In
fact, Morton was one of the
FTC’s key witnesses against
Vemma at the preliminary
injunction hearing as the
FTC showed a video of him
making inappropriate in-
come claims. (Here’s one of
TINA.org’s favourites from
Morton’s Vemma days.)

Just before the FTC sued
Vemma, Morton left the
company and moved to an-
other MLM that sold skin
cream products, Jeunesse
Global, where he continued
to make inappropriate in-
come claims.

In July 2016, a class-action
lawsuit was filed against
Jeunesse naming Morton
as a defendant and co-con-

spirator and alleging the
company was a pyramid
scheme. Morton signed
up with IML the very next
month.

Morton used his personal
brand to promote IML with
particular attention paid to
young people. On his per-
sonal Instagram page, Mor-
ton regularly posted videos
promoting his lifestyle with
the promise that hard work
in network marketing will
yield the same results for
others. In this video from
2018, he explained the IML
business opportunity to a
room full of young adults
with a focus on recruiting
them as distributors — the
same business practice that
ultimately brought Vemma
to the attention of the FTC.

In another video from 2018,
Morton pledged to “make
anyone that wants to” be
one, a millionaire in IML:

“I told these two dudes yes-
terday at Applebee’s, I said
... I am going to act as if
I personally brought you
in and your account is my
account. Until these guys
are both making at least
$25,000 a month, which is
gonna happen very quickly,
in the next 60 to 90 days, I
am going to be here for you
24/7, 365, and that’s my
commitment to all of you on
this call right now ... my goal
is to have as many people as
possible [making] $10,000 a
month and that's what we’re
doing ... anyone that wants
to I'm going to make sure
they become millionaires in
iMarketsLive!

But not long after it re-
branded from IM Mastery
Academy to IYOVIA, after
eight years with the com-
pany, Alex Morton jumped
ship and moved to yet an-
other MLM - JIFU, an
Idaho company launched in
2019 that sells health, travel
and educational services.
Not surprisingly, in March
2025, the DSSRC initiated
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an inquiry into the use of
— wait for it — deceptive
earnings claims by JIFU and
its distributors. (Rosa and
Boyd have also recently left
IML.)

However, this time around,
it is clear that Morton is not
going to be able to escape
the attention of the FTC
when it comes to his mar-
keting of IML.

What’s next

According to the complaint,
Nevada and the FTC are
seeking “preliminary in-
junctive and ancillary relief
as may be necessary to avert
the likelihood of consumer
injury during the pendency
of this action and to pre-
serve the possibility of ef-
fective final relief, including
but not limited to, a prelimi-
nary injunction and the ap-
pointment of a monitor over
Corporate Defendants.”

What does this mean?
Sometime in the not-too-
distant future, after many,
many pages of legal brief-
ings are filed, there will be
a hearing before a judge
in Nevada to determine
whether or not IML's wings
should be clipped and, if so,
how short pending the trial
of this case.

But perhaps more impor-
tantly, with this current ac-
tion against IML, the FTC
has once again put the
MLM industry on notice
that they must stop using
unsubstantiated income
claims to market the busi-
ness opportunity.

For more information on
IM Mastery Academy and
its history, as well as other
shady MLM practices and
cases of deceptive market-
ing, visit truthinadvertising.
org. The original news alert
contains links. TINA.org is a
consumer watchdog, it takes
legal action against decep-
tive marketing and reports
on and tracks various law-
suits.
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Draft basic bank

account law tabled

Finance Minister Marinka
Gumbs presented the draft
National Ordinance on Basic
Payment Account in a meet-
ing of Parliament’s Central
Committee on  Tuesday,
outlining a proposed legal
framework to ensure finan-
cial inclusion for individuals
who currently lack access
to basic banking services in
St. Maarten. The proposed
legislation stipulates that in-
dividuals must demonstrate
a vested interest in the coun-
try to qualify and will not be
permitted to deposit more
than Cg. 3,000 per month
into the account.

Court rules in favour

of Beacon Hill residents
The Court of First Instance
has ruled in favour of the
Pride of Beacon Hill home-
owners Association (PBHA)
in its challenge against the
Ministry of Public Housing,
Spatial Planning, Environ-
ment, and Infrastructure
VROMI. The case centred
on the controversial reissu-
ance of a building permit
for a high-density apartment
complex in a quiet residen-
tial cul-de-sac, despite an
earlier revocation and criti-
cal advisory opinions. The
dispute revolves around the
construction permit granted
on September 8, 2022, to
Sasha Management N.V.
for a five-storey apartment
complex known as “Villa
Sasha”, complete with a
rooftop swimming pool. The
development, located in an
already densely built and
narrow cul-de-sac in Beacon
Hill, was granted a residen-
tial permit with several ex-
emptions hidden in the fine
print, effectively enabling a
commercial development in
a residential-only zone.

Daylight shooting

in Middle Region

A man was shot in broad
daylight on Wednesday af-
ternoon, near the intersec-
tion of Middle Region Road
and Romeo’s Drive. St.
Maarten Police Force KPSM
has launched an investiga-
tion into the incident. The
shooting took place around
2:40pm. Central Dispatch
of KPSM received multiple
reports of gunfire in the area.
Several police patrols and
detectives were quickly sent
to the scene. Preliminary in-
formation indicates that the
victim was approached by
two unidentified individuals
who opened fire before flee-

ing the area on a motorcycle
in the direction of A.Th. II-
lidge Road.

Dutch Defence to

expand Coast Guard

The Dutch Ministry of De-
fence is stepping up efforts to
combat international organ-
ised crime in the Caribbean
by significantly expanding
the Caribbean Coast Guard.
Seventy new positions will
be added this year to enhance
maritime surveillance and
enforcement across the re-
gion. The move comes amid
a surge in drug-trafficking,
arms-smuggling, and hu-
man-trafficking, particularly
around the waters of Aruba,
Bonaire, and Curagao. In-
telligence reports show in-
creasing volumes of illegal
shipments, with many drugs
arriving from Colombia and
Venezuela beneath the radar
of current patrol systems

MONDAY

Young man fatally

shot at gas station

A young man was shot and
killed on Saturday night, May
3, at the Petrol Plus gas sta-
tion on Bush Road, prompt-
ing a full investigation by
detectives of St. Maarten
Police Force KPSM. At ap-
proximately 9:45pm, Central
Dispatch of KPSM received
several reports of a shooting
at the location. Patrols and
ambulance personnel were
dispatched immediately and
discovered the victim on the
ground with multiple gun-
shot wounds to various parts
of his body. He was pro-
nounced dead shortly after.

Testing solutions to

curb armed violence

In response to the alarm-
ing rise in armed violence
in Saint-Martin, Association
Numérique et Innovation So-
ciale (ANIS) has launched an
unprecedented response with
the FABNUM Saint-Martin
programme. FABNUM is
a contraction of two words:
Fabrication Numérique. This
innovative project, support-
ed by the Orange Founda-
tion and run in partnership
with the homeless shelter
Le Manteau de Saint-Martin
managed by Association
Laique pour I’Education,
la Formation, la Prévention
et 1’Autonomie (ALEFPA)
comes at a critical time when
local authorities are stepping
up efforts to curb increas-
ingly organised crime.

Hydroponics pilot project

The Ministry of Tourism,
Economic Affairs, Trans-
port and Telecommunication
(TEATT), with the support
of the Ministry of Education,
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Culture, Youth and Sport
(ECYS), has announced
the successful completion
of Phase 2 of the building
phase of the hydroponics
train-thetrainers pilot proj-
ect in schools. Hydroponic
systems have now been in-
stalled in nine schools across
St. Maarten — seven primary
schools and two secondary
schools.

TUESDAY

Shooting in Pic

Paradis home

The Fire Brigade (sapeurs-
pompiers) responded to a
shooting at a house on the
lower part of the Pic Paradis
road, below the entrance to
Loterie Farm, at a little after
4:00am Monday. On arrival
the pompiers found the hus-
band had bullet wounds to
his thigh and abdomen. His
situation was classified as an
“absolute emergency”. The
wife had a suture wound to
the jaw, classified as a “rela-
tive emergency”. According
to the pompiers, the couple
were aged in their 50s. They
were transported to hospital
immediately in a medical
convoy.

It’s OK Not 2
B OK: theme
Minister of Public Health,
Social Development and

Labor VSA Richinel Brug
reaffirmed his commitment
to promoting mental health
and emotional well-being
across all sectors of society
as Mental Health Awareness
Month is being celebrated
this month. Brug said in a
press release that he joins
others locally and globally in
recognising Mental Health
Awareness Month. “As we
move forward, in the com-
ing months the Ministry will
sharpen its focus on youth,
parents, and teachers,” Brug
said. To mark this year’s
Mental Health Awareness
Month, the Ministry has ad-

&

| LA 2  \

opted the theme “It’s OK
Not 2 B OK.” “This theme
is both a reminder and a re-
assurance — mental health
struggles are real, and seek-
ing help is a sign of strength,
not weakness,” it said.

Tenn shot by police
aquitted in robbery case
The Court of First Instance
has acquitted a nineteen-
year-old man of being the
getaway driver in the armed
robbery of a Chinese su-
permarket on  September
16, 2024. The teenager de-
nied any involvement in the
night-time attack during his
trial on April 24. He told the
court that he had been get-
ting a lift to Simpson Bay
with an acquaintance he only
knew as “Jack Boy”. He said
the man suddenly wanted to
stop at the Welfare Road su-
permarket and he claimed he
had had no idea the man was
planning to commit a rob-
bery with an alarm pistol.

Firearm amnesty

extended to May 16

St . Maarten Police Force
KPSM and the Prosecu-
tor’s Office have extended
the “Stop, Drop, and GO”
firearm amnesty campaign
until Friday, May 16, 2025,
in a continued effort to curb
gun violence and remove
illegal firearms from the
streets.  Originally sched-
uled to conclude on May 7,
the programme now allows
additional time for citizens
to surrender firearms safely
and anonymously. Drop-offs
can be made on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays be-
tween 9:00am and 12:00pm
at the Opal Building on
Union Road, Cole Bay.

WEDNESDAY

Joint Court ended

2024 with budget deficit

The Joint Court of Justice
overspent its budget by more
than Cg. 1.15 million in

st troupes on the road durinj the 2025 Carnival Parades,
winning the Best Adult category for the second year running. Photo by John Halley.

2024, according to the court’s
annual report published on
Tuesday. This comes on top
of a Cg. 971,000 deficit in
2023, pushing the total loss
over the past two years to a
little more than Cg. 2.13 mil-
lion. The Joint Court — the
shared court system for all
six Dutch Caribbean islands
— covered the consecutive
shortfalls from its reserves,
which have now decreased
to Cg. 1.38 million and are
under “severe pressure,” it
was stated in the 57-page
report.

THURSDAY

Mental health cases

for minors spike

Minister of Public Health,
Social Development and La-
bor VSA Richinel Brug has
raised the alarm over a sharp
rise in mental health cases
among children ages 15 years
and under, revealing a 159%
increase in treated patients
between 2021 and 2024. “I
would like to draw... atten-
tion to the fact that there has
been a 159% increase in the
number of treated patients in
this group between 2021 and
2024,” Brug told Parliament
on Wednesday, highlighting
the need for urgent focus
on youth mental health. The
figures show that 51 persons
under age 15 were treated in
2021, 102 treated in 2022,
108 in 2023 and 132 in 2024.

Tackling hands

validation to SOAB
Minister of Justice Nathalie
Tackling has announced a
significant shift in the han-
dling of the long-delayed
placement process for jus-
tice workers, stating that
the independent govern-
ment audit bureau, Stichting
Overheidsaccountantsbureau
(SOAB), will now oversee
the validation process. The
move aims to ensure objec-
tivity, restore trust in the sys-
tem, and alleviate the strain

on the Ministry of Justice,
which currently lacks suffi-
cient financial controllers.

First emergency

alert system

Prime Minister Dr. Luc
Mercelina has signed an

agreement to implement
St.  Maarten’s first  Cell
Broadcast System (CBS),

a critical step in enhancing
public safety and disaster
preparedness  infrastructure.
The agreement, formalised
through a memorandum of
understanding (MOU), was
signed between the Govern-
ment of St. Maarten, Bu-
reau  Telecommunications
and Post St. Maarten (BTP),
Radcomm Corporation NV
(Flow), and TelEm Group
of Companies. The initia-
tive is funded by the World
Bank-managed Trust Fund
under the Emergency Re-
covery Project (ERP-1) and
is coordinated by National
Recovery Program Bureau
(NRPB).

VROMI, NRBP,

GEBE, sign deal

The National Recovery Pro-
gram Bureau (NRPB) and
NV GEBE have signed a
US $5.1 million agreement
to begin underground place-
ment of mid-voltage electri-
cal cables and potable water
pipes in four areas: Cole
Bay, South Reward, Pointe
Blanche, and parts of A.Th.
Illidge Road. The works fall
under the Emergency Recov-
ery Project (ERP1), which
will expand the island’s un-
derground utility network
and reduce vulnerability to
extreme weather events

Sergio Blomont SVOBE’s
new Education Director
Foundation for Secondary
Education SVOBE has ap-
pointed Sergio Blomont as
its new Education Director,
effective May 1, 2025. In
his new role, Blomont will
be responsible for the over-
all educational direction and
daily operations of Milton
Peters College (MPC) and
Sundial School.

8% rise in court filings

A total of 3,621 legal cases
were filed at St. Maarten’s
Court of First Instance in
2024, an increase of 280
compared to the previous
year, according to the Joint
Court of Justice’s annual re-
port published on Tuesday.
Exactly 1,145 of these were
civil lawsuits and 243 were
administrative and tax cases.
Criminal cases accounted for
another 2,233.
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FRIDAY/
SATURDAY

The Collectivité, Saint-
Martin  Tourism  Office
and the Chamber of Com-
merce CCISM announced
that Saint Martin is taking
part in the Paris Fair at
Paris Expo from April 30
to May 11. This not-to-
be-missed annual event,
which attracts more than
400,000 visitors every
year, is an exceptional op-
portunity to showcase the
know-how, local products
and entrepreneurial spirit
of Saint-Martin, show-
casing original craft cre-
ations, local flavours, lo-
cal brands, and innovative
services.

Five labour stalwarts were
honoured for their impact
and dedication to workers
rights in St Maarten dur-
ing the annual Labour Day
ceremony, held at the Gov-
ernment Building on May
1. Dignitaries included
Labour Minister Richinel
Brug, Governor Ajamu
Baly, Prime Minister Dr.
Luc Mercelina, and rep-
resentatives from various
labour unions. Recognised
for their contributions in-
cluded Ludson Evers of
the St Maarten Commu-
nications Union (SMCU);
Melissa Fleming of the
Windward Islands Teach-
ers Union (WITU); Reig-
nald Bakari Arrindell of
the Windward Islands Civil

Servants Union/Private Sec-
tor Union (WICSU-PSU);
Marguerite Priest of the
Windward Islands Health
Care Union Association
(WIHCUA) and Rogerrel
Maurica of the ABVO-St
Maarten police union, who
was not present at the event.

MONDAY

The Social Economic Coun-
cil submitted its advice on
the proposed Visitor’s Tax
to Minister of Labor Richi-
nel Brug on April 23. Cop-
ies of the advice were also
sent to Ministers Marinka
Gumbs and Grisha Hey-
liger-Marten. The advice
follows the review of two
national draft ordinances
submitted to SER, which

aim to establish a legal
framework for the intro-
duction of a Visitor’s Tax
and to regulate the alloca-
tion of the generated funds.
The legislation is designed
to enhance the prepared-
ness and resilience of St.
Maarten’s public health and
tourism sectors in response
to economic disruptions.

Motorworld  has  been
awarded the “Progress of
the Year” award by Chan-
gan Auto for the second
year in a row. The 2025
“Progress of the Year”
award was presented during
the 2025 Changan Automo-
bile Overseas Partner Con-
ference held at the compa-
ny’s Global R&D Center in
Chongging, China.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Homophone Hospital

...Don’t worry—it doesn’t sound serious

This puzzle is part of Merl's best-of series

By Merl Reagle

Gift givers! For info on Merl’s books, visit www.sundaycrosswords.com.

ACROSS 98 Worst kind of sore
1 Self starter? throat you can get
4 “Regrettably ..." if you're running for
8 Art mart buy office?
13 String section 102 61 Down, e.g.
18 Intro to “Maria” 103 General __'s
19 Detergent target Chicken
20 Decline 104 Look over
21 Mechanics 105 Museum buys
22 ltems in a church’s 106 “Fever” singer
medicine cabinet? 108 Relax
25 Tony-winning play, 110 Kickoff prop
Lend Me ___ 111 Mental condition
26 Tale start among vaudevillians?
27 Departed 118 Fanny tuck, to the
28 Most popular antibiotic French?
among children? 122 Circle of light
30 Anesthetic that's 123 Cross
popular among yak 124 Pea, for one 75
herders? 125 Real spelling of a real
34 Energy hormone (but didn't
35 Clarice Starling’s org. she direct Sleeple
36 Feminine force in Seattle?)
37 Actress Ward 129 Embodiment
38 LAPD's Columboetal. 130 __outa living
41 Flint org. 131 Singer Laine
44 It's surrounded by 132 Sample, in a way
agua 133 Sincerity doubter
47 Doctor’s ability to make 134 Burpee buys
words indecipherable? 135 In addition
51 Most common affliction 136 Have the special
among prison inmates?
54 Bar legally DOWN
55 “That's ___ need!" 1 Wore
56 Sea eagles 2 “__ know that”
57 Goofs 3 Grimace, e.g.
59 Delusional, in an 4 Commotion 41 Cheaper, as cars
irritating sort of way? 5 Noam Chomsky, e.g. 42 Bat opening?
62 Body part that 6 Sparta rival 43 Sot
gets your digestion 7 Pool member 45 Covered (for),
humming right along? 8 Tenn. time perhaps
66 Cleveland suburb 9 Top bond rating 46 Land unit )
67 Fr. holy one 10 Church council 48 Advanced reading?
68 Compass pt. 11 Between, to Berlioz 49 Slangy attempt
69 COIPS? 12 Come up empty 0 Asian concept
71 Request 13 Tourist's buy 52 “Even __ speak’
73 PD alert 14 COO, for one 53 Prince Valiant's son
76 Agreements 15 Ms. Riefenstahl 58 Add up
80 Irrational fear of nine- 16 Dianetics guy 60 Tide type
headed serpents? 17 A Sharon'shome 61 Wry rhymester from
(although I'm not 21 Kin Rye
sure about the 23 Random House 63 Nile varmints
“irrational” part) co-founder 64 Metaphoric pressure
87 The steroid that keeps 24 Provocative 65 Speed info
Ally McBeal so thin? 29 Not good, to Woods 70 17 Down neighbor
90 Sailing hazard 31 Last notice 72 Diplomat Annan
91 Roll up tight 32 Holster's place 73 ___inpoint
92 Irish island group 33 Concerning 74 Bash
93 Accelerator 37 Cross home 75 Be loud and brassy
95 Most common ailment 38 Mrs. Munsteretal. 77 Juliet's last name
on the set of Perry 39 Rental sign 78 Tough trips
Mason? 40 Derisive 79 Jerk's creation

81 Ball VIP 117 Skilled 126 Break off

82 Enlist anew 118 Tax 127 Some ratings

83 Dude’s 'do 119 Actor Richard 128 Toolshed tool

84 Joke target 120 “__ digress”

85 Pupil's ring? 121 Examples

86 In addition 124 Fonddu ___

gg .I._’:/Tgr:s/ TCLUSRK;QZ” Solution: ‘Hannibal House’

94 Caron role ﬁ L ? K _:_ x

96 Sculp‘ts anew cih LotER

97 Tang instruction G NIEMIY

99 Teddy Roosevelt [D[E] Eh
famously skinny- ER 1E[R
dipped in it — L%%

100 Atkins attempter NIEWIT DIE|

101 Harden [G[L[O]O Es

107 Actor Morales HE

109 Region: abbr. SICILIE [T[R]O|

T|H[AIN INMEE

111 Cigarette [ATTIM tlo

112 __ Eleison IBIRIAIN

113 Small measure IP R sl E

114 Shampoo that R
debuted in 1947 fLLLEIE o

115 Commotion MA[G E

116 Ancientregionon  [A[X[E[S D

the Aegean

TUESDAY

The Central Bank of Cu-
racao and St. Maarten
(CBCS), together with
Kadaster St. Maarten, of-
ficially launched the Prop-
erty Price Index (PPI)
dashboard for St. Maarten
on their respective web-
sites. The user-friendly
online tool tracks real es-
tate price developments
across the island, helping
individuals, businesses,
policymakers and re-
searchers make informed
decisions.

Car dealership Socié-
té¢ Général de Marque
(SGDM), inaugurated its
new showroom and after-
sales department in Hope
Hill, Hope Estate, on Fri-
day evening, April 25,
with a cocktail party for
invited guests to present
its new Chinese brands.
SGDM, with headquarters
in Guadeloupe since 1984,
was previously located on
Route de L’Esperance in
the commercial zone close
to Grand Case Airport in
2022, where it introduced
brands such as Mercedes-
Benz, Cupra, Seat, Skoda,
Mitsubishi, Piaggio Com-
mercial and Smart.

As part of its 65th anni-
versary celebrations, the
Windward Islands Bank
Ltd. (WIB) launched a
new initiative designed
to ignite the potential of
St. Maarten’s next gen-
eration of leaders and
homeowners. The Young
Professionals in Progress
Seminar will take place
on Saturday, June 7, 2025
at the JW Marriott St.
Maarten Beach Resort,
and promises an action
packed day of insight,
inspiration, and practi-
cal takeaways. The free,
in-person seminar is de-
signed to provide young
professionals ~ with the
tools they need to move
forward.

Dutch visitor arrivals to St.
Maarten have surged over
the past five years, accord-
ing to statistics provided
to “The Daily Herald” by
the St. Maarten Tourist
Bureau (STB) covering
the period from 2020 to
2024. In 2020, during the
COVID pandemic, 7,470
travellers from the Neth-
erlands visited, a number
that has steadily increased
each year. Arrivals grew
to 20,302 in 2021, then
to 27,675 in 2022, and
reached 29,502 in 2023.
The sharpest rise came
in 2024, with a total of

34,522 Dutch stay-over
visitors recorded.

WEDNESDAY

Minister of TEATT Gri-
sha HeyligerMarten has
announced a package of
measures aimed at pro-
tecting St. Maarten’s
food security and eco-
nomic stability in light
of global tariff tensions.
The announcement was
made during a meeting
of Parliament’s Perma-
nent Committee of Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and
Animal Husbandry (CA-
FAH) on Monday. At the
centre of the measures is
the launch of an Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Fish-
eries Agency (ALF) to
support farmers, promote
local production, and co-
ordinate regional food
security efforts through
the Dutch Caribbean Ag-
riculture, Livestock and
Fisheries Agency (DC-
ALFA).

The Temporary Work
Organization (TWO) has
approved a g 1.1 mil-
lion subsidy for the ‘Ad-
vanced MSME Education
Programme,’ designed to
enhance entrepreneurship
and build capacity for
micro, small, and medi-
um enterprises (MSMEs)
in St. Maarten. The St.
Maarten  Entrepreneur-
ship Development Center
Foundation (SEDC) will
oversee the programme,
which will run for three
years.

THURSDAY

Local contractors could
soon have a better shot at
securing  reconstruction
projects via the National
Recovery Program Bu-
reau (NRPB), following
recent changes to World
Bank procurement regu-
lations. Prime Minister
Dr. Luc Mercelina said
talks were held with the
World Bank about the
matter and with the re-
traction of the original
contractor selected for
the reconstruction of the
Charles Leopold Bell
School, St. Marie Lau-
rence School and the
Library, coupled with
the adjustment of the
procurement rules, local
contractors have a better
shot at these projects.



