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PALMEX SXM’s strength 
lies in the diversity of its 
offerings. By a private 
pool, a wooden gazebo 
covered with Palmex 
becomes a true outdoor 
living space, inviting 
relaxation and socializ-
ing. In a luxury villa; a 
large, traditional, wooden 
frame can accommodate 
a covered terrace, an out-
door lounge, or a recep-
tion area. In hotels and 
restaurants, these same 
techniques are used to cre-
ate cabanas, beach bars, 
open-air dining areas, 
and reception spaces 
where wood and Palmex 
roofing blend naturally 
into the landscape.

T
he company also 
specializes in the 
design of shelters, 

utility rooms, roofing for 
converted containers, and 
structures for communal 
spaces. Each project can 
be tailored individually, 
whether it’s a small gazebo 
measuring just a few square 
meters or a large-scale roof 
structure.

MEETING THE NEEDS 
OF INSTITUTIONS AND 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS
Beyond the private sector, 
PALMEX SXM also serves 
local institutions, local gov-
ernments, and managers of 
public spaces.

Visitor shelters, gazebos in 
public parks, shaded areas 
along the waterfront, roof-
ing for visitor centres, or 
facilities for tourist attrac-
tions: the possibilities are 
endless.

The combination of tradi-
tional roof frames and Pal-
mex roofing allows for the 
design of functional facili-
ties while preserving the 
visual identity of Caribbean 
regions.

These projects require spe-
cial attention to technical 
constraints, particularly 
strong winds, salt exposure, 
accessibility, and the stan-
dards applicable to public 
buildings.

THE FUSION OF TRADI�
TIONAL WOODWORK�
ING AND PALMEX 
TECHNOLOGY
Traditional timber framing 
remains at the heart of our 
craft. The selection of lum-
ber sizes, joint details, roof 
pitches, and the quality of 
workmanship form the 
foundation of every project.

Palmex roofing comple-
ments this artisanal work 
by providing the appear-
ance of natural palm leaves, 
without the usual chal-
lenges associated with their 
deterioration and regular 
replacement.

Designed for tropical envi-
ronments, Palmex synthetic 
thatch offers a durable solu-
tion with low maintenance 
and an aesthetic inspired by 
traditional roofing.

This combination of arti-
sanal expertise and inno-
vation preserves the charm 
of Caribbean architecture 
while meeting contempo-
rary expectations for com-
fort and longevity.

AN ARCHITECTURAL 
SIGNATURE FOR SAINT 
MARTIN, SAINT BARTHÉ�
LEMY, AND ANGUILLA
In these three destinations, 
where the hotel indus-
try, luxury residences, and 
tourism play a major role, 
outdoor design is a key fac-
tor in enhancing property 
value.

A Palmex roof, supported 
by a beautiful exposed 

roof structure, can trans-
form a simple terrace into 
a reception area, a corner of 
the garden into a place to 
relax, or a restaurant into 
an establishment with a dis-
tinctly tropical atmosphere.

Through its services, PAL-
MEX SXM champions 
an architectural philoso-
phy that combines aes-
thetics, authenticity, and 
sustainability.

More than just a manufac-
turer of roof trusses and a 
roofing specialist, PALMEX 
SXM positions itself as a 
partner in custom tropical 
design, capable of support-
ing projects of all sizes, from 
private gazebos to structures 
intended for businesses and 
institutions.

From small garden structures to 
large-scale architectural projects
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The kitchen is the heart of the home for a reason – and Modern Homes can help you 
realise your culinary and hosting dreams with beautifully designed full kitchens. And 
why stop there? Serious cooks will love the outdoor kitchen options, allowing you to 
BBQ, roast, smoke meats, or bake pizza right at home. Come in and let the team take 
your vision and make it a reality.

T
he European style kitchens offer clean 
lines, soft-close drawers, and durable, 
stylish hardware. They are fully cus-

tomisable to your space, specifications and 
tastes. The team will help you navigate what 
seems like endless options in terms of mate-
rials, colours, and configurations. 

You’ll be able to make the most of your 
space, large or small, with the right lay-
out and state-of-the-art storage solutions. 
Complete your functional and aesthetic 
kitchen with appliances from trusted brands 
including GE, Bosch, Smeg, Thermador, 
Gaggenau. Kitchens blend seamlessly in 
style with the custom closets available at 
Modern Homes, translating to an overall 
space that feels coherent and tastefully put 
together. 

Elevate your yard- or porch-space and 
turn it into a functional extension of your 
home with an outdoor kitchen. It’s per-
fect for entertaining, keeps excessive heat 
and odours outside – and not to mention, 
increases property value. 

The Mont Apli range available at Modern 
Homes offers high quality and innovative 

design that is customisable to your space 
and cooking goals. The main grills come 
with either four or six burners, a rotisserie 
kit with electric motor that can fit up to 
three chickens, and accessories that include 
griddle plates, hot plate kits, charcoal trays, 
and pizza ovens that will get you to a sizzling 
620º F in just five minutes. 

The modular system enables you to add both 
the conveniences of a traditional kitchen, 
and exciting options like a keg or smoker. 

Besides kitchens, Modern Homes offers 
a stunning variety of products, includ-
ing fixtures and finishes that every (aspir-
ing) homeowner should know about. Visit 
their Cole Bay showroom for inspiration 
and guidance, and make sure to plan ahead 
so that you can access the full catalogue of 
products. Modern Homes is located at #6 
Orange Grove in Cole Bay – visit today to 
explore the possibilities.

For more information, call +1 (721) 544-
8820 or 520-2171; email vaughn@mod-
ernhomesbv.com; or follow the company on 
Facebook @modernhomesbv and Instagram  
@modern_homes_bv_sxm.

Your culinary dreams 
brought to life

Indoor and outdoor customisable kitchens, with Modern Homes
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Renovating a terrace, 
transforming a garage, 
modernizing a commer-
cial space, or designing a 
high-performance indus-
trial floor; every environ-
ment deserves a solution 
tailored to its purpose 
and surroundings. In 
Saint-Martin, RENOVO 
CRETE introduces a new 
approach to flooring sys-
tems, bringing together 
design, technical exper-
tise, and modern renova-
tion solutions. 

EXPERTISE FOR 
HOMEOWNERS AND 
BUSINESSES 
Based in Saint-Martin, 
RENOVO CRETE special-
izes in high-performance 
decorative and technical 
flooring systems for resi-
dential, commercial, and 
industrial applications. The 
company assists homeown-
ers, architects, contractors, 
developers, and facility 
managers with interior and 
exterior construction, ren-
ovation, and improvement 
projects. Its ambition is to 
deliver solutions that meet 

clients’ aesthetic expecta-
tions while addressing the 
specific technical require-
ments of each space. From 
the floors of a contempo-
rary villa to those of a res-
taurant, hotel, or ware-
house, requirements vary 
considerably. This is why 
RENOVO CRETE takes 
a personalized approach, 
based on evaluating the 
existing substrate, intended 
use, project constraints, 
and desired finish. 

ELITE CRETE SYSTEMS: 
A TRUSTED INDUSTRY 
PARTNER 
To support its range of ser-
vices, RENOVO CRETE 
works in partnership with 
Elite Crete Systems, an 
American manufacturer 
recognized for its diverse 
range of decorative and 
industrial flooring solu-
tions. This partnership 
enables RENOVO CRETE 
to offer specialized sys-
tems and finishes suited 
to a wide variety of appli-
cations. Available options 
include epoxy resin floor-
ing, metallic finishes, 

quartz flooring systems, 
decorative concrete, natural 
stone effects, and technical 
flooring solutions for com-
mercial and industrial envi-
ronments. This versatility 
allows each project to be 
evaluated according to its 
specific needs, rather than 
applying the same flooring 
solution to every space. 

FLOORING SOLUTIONS 
THAT TRANSFORM AND 
ENHANCE SPACES 
For homeowners, 
RENOVO CRETE offers 
decorative flooring solu-
tions designed to personal-
ize interiors, terraces, bal-
conies, pool decks, garages, 
and other living spaces. 
Natural stone effects, con-
temporary concrete fin-
ishes, textured decorative 
surfaces, and distinctive 
visual designs provide 
opportunities to give every 
property its own unique 
character. For commercial 
and hospitality clients, the 
company supports reno-
vation and improvement 
projects involving restau-
rants, retail stores, hotels, 

offices, and public-access 
facilities. The objective is 
to balance visual appeal, 
everyday functional-
ity, maintenance require-
ments, and the operational 
demands of each business. 
For technical and industrial 
environments, RENOVO 
CRETE provides flooring 
solutions selected accord-
ing to anticipated condi-
tions, including traffic, 
abrasion, cleaning require-
ments, and mechanical or 
chemical exposure, where 
supported by the specified 
system. Each environment 
requires careful selection of 
materials, substrate prepa-
ration methods, and appro-
priate finishes. 

SMARTER RENOVATION 
WITHOUT NECESSAR�
ILY STARTING FROM 
SCRATCH
In Saint-Martin, where 
buildings are exposed to 
heat, humidity, UV radia-
tion, and tropical weather 
conditions, selecting a 
flooring system involves 
much more than appear-
ance. Durability, adhesion, 
safety, ease of maintenance, 
and compatibility with the 
existing substrate are essen-
tial considerations. Cer-
tain flooring systems also 
make it possible to reno-
vate existing surfaces with-
out complete demolition, 
provided a proper assess-
ment confirms that the 
substrate is suitable and 
compatible. This approach 
can help reduce extensive 
construction work, waste, 
and certain operational 
disruptions. 

EPOXY RESIN FOR FUR�
NITURE AND DECORATIVE 
SURFACES 
Beyond flooring systems, 
RENOVO CRETE also 
offers expertise in creat-
ing and renovating tables, 
countertops, and decora-
tive surfaces using epoxy 
resin. Marble-inspired 
effects, metallic finishes, 
transparent designs, and 
custom compositions can 
transform ordinary furni-
ture into distinctive deco-
rative features. This service 
is particularly appealing 
to residences, restaurants, 
bars, retail businesses, and 
hospitality establishments 
looking to strengthen their 
visual identity. Profes-
sional Training Programs 
Coming Soon RENOVO 
CRETE also aims to con-
tribute to skills develop-
ment and the advance-
ment of specialized trades 
throughout the region. The 
company is preparing prac-
tical training programs for 
professionals interested in 
learning or further devel-
oping their skills in the 
application of decorative 
and technical flooring sys-
tems. This initiative forms 
part of a broader long-term 
vision – strengthening local 

expertise, supporting the 
professional development 
of flooring applicators, and 
contributing to the evo-
lution of the renovation 
industry in Saint-Martin 
and across the Caribbean. 

HAVE A PROJECT? 
RENOVO CRETE IS HERE 
TO HELP 
Are you looking to mod-
ernize your villa, reno-
vate a terrace, transform a 
garage, upgrade a commer-
cial space, or find a techni-
cal flooring solution for an 
industrial facility? Before 
replacing your existing 
floor, discover what may 
be possible through reno-
vation. RENOVO CRETE 
supports you throughout 
the initial project assess-
ment, evaluation of techni-
cal constraints, and selec-
tion of a solution aligned 
with your aesthetic, func-
tional, and budgetary objec-
tives. Contact RENOVO 
CRETE today. Send us your 
photos, architectural plans, 
or details about your exist-
ing surface to begin an ini-
tial project assessment. 

Transform your floors; 
enhance your spaces at 
RENOVO CRETE.

Where flooring becomes a statement of  design & performance in Saint-Martin 

RENOVO CRETE
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From decorative finishes to specialized 
waterproofing and industrial protection, 
Island Paints B.V. provides quality coat-
ing products and professional services 
designed for lasting performance. In St. 
Maarten, intense sunlight, salt-laden air, 
humidity, and heavy rainfall can take 
a toll on residential, commercial, and 
industrial properties.

C
hoosing the right coating and applying 
it correctly helps protect buildings, 
extend surface life, and preserve their 

appearance. Island Paints B.V. goes beyond 
selling paint, offering architectural, protec-
tive, and specialty coatings alongside profes-
sional application services and product guid-
ance tailored to each project.

MORE THAN COLOUR:  
QUALITY COATINGS THAT LAST
Not all paints are designed for the same con-
ditions. Interior walls, exterior facades, con-
crete floors, metal structures, and rooftops 
require products with specific performance 
characteristics.

Island Paints B.V. offers products from 
established manufacturers, including PPG 
Paints. Its selection includes PPG Sun-
proof, Speedhide, Pure Performance, and 
Breakthrough, alongside primers, sealers, 
enamels, and specialized coatings for resi-

dential, commercial, and institutional appli-
cations. Low-VOC options are also available 
for projects where reduced emissions and 
indoor air quality are priorities.

WATERPROOFING: PROTECTION 
AGAINST THE ELEMENTS
Water intrusion is a common and costly 
challenge in the Caribbean. Roof deterio-
ration, cracks, and moisture penetration can 
cause peeling paint, damaged ceilings, and 
concrete deterioration.

Island Paints B.V. supplies specialized 
waterproofing systems, including Acrylabs 
roof waterproofing products with reinforc-
ing fabric and elastomeric coatings, as well 
as Masterflex Dry Roof and other solutions 
for different project requirements.

The company also provides roof prepara-
tion and waterproofing application services, 
helping property owners select suitable sys-
tems for their needs. Addressing moisture 
problems early can help prevent extensive 
damage and costly repairs.

SPECIALIZED COATINGS FOR DEMAND�
ING ENVIRONMENTS
Commercial facilities, warehouses, park-
ing areas, and industrial installations often 
require coatings that resist corrosion, abra-

sion, moisture, and chemical exposure.

Island Paints B.V. offers protective and 
marine coatings, including specialized 
primers, epoxy systems, and finishes for 
metal and concrete. Its flooring selection 
includes PPG Flooring 610 and 912 for suit-
able commercial and industrial applications.

The company also offers intumescent coat-
ings for specified structural steel fire-pro-
tection systems, where correct product 
selection, surface preparation, and instal-
lation are essential.

PROFESSIONAL APPLICATION MAKES 
THE DIFFERENCE
Even premium coatings can fail prematurely 
if surfaces are poorly prepared. Island Paints 
B.V. emphasizes proper assessment and 
preparation, which may include pressure 
washing, removing deteriorated coatings, 
repairing cracks, treating corroded metal, 
and applying appropriate primers.

Its professional services include interior 
and exterior residential painting, com-
mercial and institutional repainting, roof 
waterproofing, concrete and masonry coat-
ing, steel preparation and corrosion protec-
tion, specialized floor coatings, and prop-
erty maintenance. From small renovations 
to larger commercial projects, the company 
works with homeowners, contractors, and 
facility managers to develop practical solu-
tions suited to each surface.

SUPPORTING CONTRACTORS &  
PROPERTY OWNERS
Island Paints B.V. assists customers with 
product recommendations, coating-system 
guidance, coverage estimates, and special-
ized material selection. When products 
are not readily available, the company can 

explore special-order options and alterna-
tives through its suppliers.

Homeowners undertaking DIY projects can 
also receive practical advice and find essen-
tial painting supplies, including brushes, 
rollers, trays, surface-preparation materi-
als, and accessories.
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In St. Maarten’s demanding climate, main-
tenance is an investment. The lowest ini-
tial material cost does not always provide 
the best long-term value. Selecting suitable 
products, preparing surfaces correctly, and 
following manufacturer recommendations 
can help reduce premature coating failure 
and extend maintenance intervals.

Island Paints B.V. encourages customers to 
consider the complete coating system, from 
surface preparation and priming to the final 
protective finish. A beautiful finish creates 
the first impression; the right coating system 
helps preserve it.

YOUR PARTNER IN PAINT &  
PROTECTIVE COATINGS
Whether refreshing a home, restoring an 
exterior, waterproofing a roof, or protect-
ing a commercial facility, Island Paints B.V. 
provides products, expertise, and profes-
sional application services to help property 
owners protect their investments.
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BY PROFESSIONALS 
Visit #115 A.T. Illidge Road, attached to the 
Sol Gas Station Building, Madame Estate, 
Sint Maarten. For inquiries, call +1 (721) 
544-1800, email info@islandpaintsbv.com, 
or visit www.islandpaintsbv.com

Beyond paint: Protecting St. Maarten’s
properties with the right coating solutions

~ Island Paints ~
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Have you noticed how the 
price of furniture keeps 
rising, while the physical 
weight, durability and qual-
ity of some pieces seem to be 
going in the opposite direc-
tion? While modern, sleek 
furniture and the latest 
interior design trends are 
appealing, there is some-
thing special about the clas-
sic wooden furniture many 
of us grew up with – the 
sturdy dining chairs, solid 
side tables and heavy cab-
inets that lasted for years. 
Instead of discarding these 
pieces, why not give them a 
second life? Upcycling fur-
niture is a practical, cre-
ative and budget-friendly 
way to refresh your living 
space without always hav-
ing to buy something new.

START WITH A SIMPLE 
REPAIR
Before throwing away that 
old wooden chair because it 
wobbles, take a closer look. 
A few tightened or replace-
ment screws may be all it 
needs. Loose joints can 
sometimes be repaired with 
wood glue, while minor 
scratches and dents can be 
sanded and refinished. A lit-
tle maintenance can extend 
the life of furniture that 
might otherwise end up in 
the rubbish. For more tired-
looking pieces, consider 
sanding away chipped paint 
or an outdated finish before 
applying a fresh coat. Even a 
heavy, dark-brown wooden 
sideboard can become a 
stylish statement piece with 
the right treatment.

COLOURS THAT BRING 
OLD FURNITURE INTO  
THE PRESENT
Traditional cherry, oak and 
dark-brown finishes may 
not suit every modern inte-
rior, but the furniture itself 
can still have plenty of char-
acter. The key is choosing 
colours that complement 
your space. Soft whites, 
warm creams, light greys 
and greige (a blend of grey 
and beige) create a clean, 
neutral look that works 
beautifully in apartments, 
rental properties and 
smaller Caribbean homes. 
Sage green and muted olive 
add a natural, relaxed feel, 
while navy blue or charcoal 
can give a sturdy cabinet or 
dresser a sophisticated, con-
temporary finish.

For a dorm room or a rental, 
try painting an old bedside 
table white or pale grey, 
replacing its handles and 
adding a simple lamp. A 
dated chest of drawers can 
be transformed with matte 
black handles and a fresh 
neutral finish. Remem-
ber to prepare the surface 
properly and choose a suit-
able primer and paint for a 
lasting result.

GIVE SEAT CUSHIONS A 
FRESH, NEW LOOK
Sometimes, all an old chair 
needs is a new seat cover-
ing. If the wooden frame is 
still in good condition but 
the cushion looks worn, 
faded or outdated, reuphol-
stering it can be as simple as 

choosing a new fabric 
and using a staple 
gun. Remove the 
seat from the 

chair, take off the 
old fabric if neces-
sary, and use it as a 
guide to cut the new 
material to size. Pull 
the fabric firmly 

over the cushion, 

fold the edges neatly under-
neath and secure it with sta-
ples. Then reattach the seat 
to the chair. Choose a fab-
ric colour or pattern that 
complements your newly 
painted furniture for a coor-
dinated, updated look.

For outdoor chairs, choose 
a weather-resistant fab-
ric designed to withstand 
moisture, sunlight and fad-
ing. Vinyl or other suitable 
outdoor upholstery mate-
rials are practical options, 
particularly in the Carib-
bean, where humidity, 
strong sunshine and sudden 
showers can quickly wear 
out ordinary fabrics. If the 
chairs are exposed to the ele-
ments, remember that even 
weather-resistant materi-
als will last longer when the 
furniture is protected from 
prolonged rain and direct 
sunlight when possible.

THINK BEYOND  
THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE
Upcycling is not limited to 
repairs and repainting. An 
antique wooden chair can 
become an artistic wall-
mounted shelf, displaying 
small plants, books or dec-
orative pieces, provided it is 
securely mounted and suit-
able for the load. Wooden 
crates can become storage 
units or bedside tables. A 
tired dining table might 
become a desk or craft sta-
tion with a little sanding and 
refinishing. In the Carib-
bean, where humidity, salt 
air and seasonal weather 
can affect furniture, it is 
important to use suitable 
protective finishes and keep 
wooden pieces dry and well 
maintained. For outdoor 
furniture, select products 
specifically designed for 
exterior use.

Upcycling allows us to save 
money, reduce waste and 
preserve the character of 
well-made furniture. It also 
gives our homes a more per-
sonal touch, blending old 
and new in ways that mass-
produced pieces sometimes 
cannot. Before you throw 
that old chair, table or cabi-
net away, pause and imagine 
what it could become. With 
a few repairs, a fresh colour 
and a little creativity, yes-
terday’s furniture could be 
tomorrow’s favourite piece.

Giving old pieces  
a new life

~ Upcycling Furniture ~
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