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November 11 falls on 
Tuesday this year, mark-
ing the 66th edition of 
Sint Maarten/Saint Mar-
tin Day. It will no doubt be 
celebrated in style again, 
highlighting the feeling 
of being one community, 
even though consisting of 
two countries.

“The Friendly Island” and 
its people have persisted in 
their continued peaceful co-existence with basically free 
movement of persons and goods throughout the centu-
ries despite many challenges, some caused by nature and 
others man-made. 

It’s the Dutch side’s turn to host the official ceremonies and 
there are plenty of other related happenings and events to 
choose from, for those wishing to be part of this annual 
honouring of that special sense of togetherness stretching 
across the open Dutch/French border that must never 
be lost. 

Happy SXM Day!

The Publisher

As Sint Maarten and Saint Martin celebrate their 
shared identity this Sint Maarten-Saint Martin 
Day, few structures capture the essence of unity and 
progress quite like the Causeway Bridge – the strik-
ing connection that seamlessly joins both sides of the 
island across the tranquil waters of Simpson Bay La-
goon.

Officially opened in December 2013, the Causeway 
Bridge links Cole Bay on the Dutch side to Bellevue on 
the French side, transforming the way people and goods 
move between the two nations. Designed with a central 
swing section to allow the passage of boats and yachts, 
it has become both an engineering landmark and a sym-
bol of cooperation between the French and Dutch gov-
ernments.

Beyond improving travel times and easing congestion, 
the Causeway has also become an important gateway to 
one of the island’s busiest hubs – Princess Juliana Inter-
national Airport. The bridge provides quick and conve-

A sense of 
togetherness

nient access to the airport from both sides of the island, 
making arrivals and departures smoother for residents, 
visitors, and businesses alike.

But the Causeway’s story isn’t just about transportation, 
it’s about community. Each morning and evening, fit-
ness lovers take to the bridge, turning it into an open-air 
gym with a view. Walkers, runners, and cyclists enjoy 
looping across the Causeway, often pausing to take in 
panoramic views of the lagoon, the hills of Cole Bay, and 
the distant sailboats gliding toward Marigot. For many, 
it’s become one of the most inspiring places on the is-
land to exercise, reflect, or simply enjoy the breeze.

As celebrations ripple across both sides of the island on 
Sint Maarten-Saint Martin Day, the Causeway Bridge 
stands as a proud reminder of what makes this place 
special. It connects not only two territories, but two 
communities – Dutch and French – working togeth-
er, living side by side, and sharing one island with one 
heart.

THE CAUSEWAY BRIDGE: 
A MODERN LINK UNITING 

DUTCH SINT MAARTEN AND 
FRENCH SAINT MARTIN
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The Government of Sint 
Maarten is pleased to 
extend a heartfelt invita-
tion to all residents and 
visitors to join in com-
memorating the 66th An-
nual Sint Maarten-Saint 
Martin Day Celebration 
on Tuesday, November 
11, at the Jocelyn Arndell 
Festival Village.

Sint Maarten-Saint Martin 
Day stands as a cherished 
symbol of unity, heritage, 
and shared identity – a tra-
dition rooted in the vision-
ary ideals of our found-
ing fathers, Dr. Claude 
Wathey, Mr. Clem Labega, 
Mr. Felix Choisy, and Dr. 
Hubert Petit. Their legacy 
continues to inspire an un-
breakable bond between 
the northern and southern 
sides of our island, united 
through culture, commu-
nity, and kinship.

This year’s theme – Sanko-
fa: Learning from the past, 
to build for the future – 
serves as a powerful re-
minder that our strength 
lies in honouring our his-
tory while forging a resil-

THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY INVITED 
TO COME OUT & JOIN!

66th Annual Sint Maarten-Saint Martin Day Celebration
ient and prosperous future 
together. Sint Maarten-
Saint Martin Day is a time 
to celebrate unity, and the 
spirit of Sweet St. Mar-

tin Land, recognizing the 
values and shared experi-
ences that bind us as one 
island people.

“St. Martin Day represents 
the very essence of who 
we are: One people, one 
island, one destiny. It is 
a time to look back with 
gratitude at the sacrifices 
and achievements that 
shaped our identity, and to 
look forward with purpose 
toward a future built on 
cooperation, respect, and 
mutual progress. Let us 
continue to strengthen the 
bond that unites both sides 
of our island and proudly 
celebrate the shared heri-
tage that defines us as 
St. Martiners,” stated the 
Honourable Prime Minis-
ter, Dr. Luc Mercelina.

Sint Maarten-Saint Martin 
Day will feature cultural 
presentations along with 
traditional activities, such 
as the “Ringing of the Joy 
Bells” and the “Wreath-
laying Ceremony at the 
Bellevue Border Monu-
ment.” At 12 noon, the co-
lourful SMaatn National 
Cultural Parade will take 
the route from John Coo-
per Jose Lake Sr. Ballpark 
and make its way to the 
Jocelyn Arndell Festival 

Village. 

The Honourable Minis-
ter of Education Culture 
Youth & Sport, Melissa 
Gumbs, shared, “St. Martin 
Day is a powerful reminder 
of who we are as a people 
– resilient, creative, and 
united by a shared history 
that continues to guide us 
forward. As we honour the 
vision of our forebears, we 
embrace the wisdom of 
Sankofa learning from our 
past to build a brighter, 
stronger future for our na-
tion. In these times, it is 
through reflection, culture, 
and unity that we continue 
to shape the story of Sweet 
St. Maarten Land.”

At the conclusion of the 
SMaatn National Cultural 
Parade, dignitaries repre-
senting both sides of the 
island will make their Offi-
cial Addresses at the Joce-
lyn Arndell Festival Village 
followed by the Cultural 
Manifestation at 6:00pm, 
which features a number 
of local artists and local 
bands that will go on until 
11:45pm. 

Anyone who is unable to 
attend in person is invited 
to visit the Facebook pages 
of the Department of Cul-
ture & the Government of 
Sint Maarten, for more up-
dated details and to view 
the celebrations LIVE as 
they happen. 

All residents and guests are 
encouraged to participate 
in the festivities, fly your 
Sint Maarten-Saint Martin 
flags, come dressed in the 
colours of Sint Maarten-
Saint Martin, join in cel-
ebrating our identity with 
pride and joyful together-
ness. Families, commu-
nity groups, and cultural 
organizations are invited 
to join in showcasing our 
island’s vibrant cultural 
heritage. Let us come to-
gether to honour our past, 
celebrate our present, and 
build a united future for 
generations to come.

Official Press Release of 
the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Youth and Sport 
(MECYS)

Sint Maarten Prime Minister, Dr. Luc Mercelina, 
and President of the Collectivité of Saint-Martin, 

Louis Mussington, at the Bellevue Border 
Monument on St. Martin Day 2024.
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The island of Sint 
Maarten-Saint Martin, 
shared by the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands and 
France, is a Caribbean 
gem renowned for its 
pristine beaches, vibrant 
culture, and remark-
able biodiversity. Despite 
its modest size – just 37 
square miles – the island 
boasts a surprising variety 
of ecosystems that support 
an impressive range of flo-

The Rich Flora and Fauna
SINT MAARTEN-SAINT MARTIN

ra and fauna.

The island’s lush green 
heart
Sint Maarten-Saint Mar-
tin’s tropical climate and 
fertile soils allow for abun-
dant plant life. Along the 
coastline, visitors can find 
hardy seaside plants such 
as sea grapes, coconut 
palms, and beach morning 
glories that thrive in sandy 
conditions. Moving inland, 

the terrain becomes more 
hilly and green, dotted 
with flamboyant trees (De-
lonix regia), which burst 
into brilliant red-orange 
blooms during the summer 
months. These trees are of-
ten considered the island’s 
unofficial floral emblem.

The island’s dry forest ar-
eas feature cacti, agave, 
and acacia, while the more 
humid hills – especially 

around Pic Paradis, the 
island’s highest point – 
harbour dense vegetation 
including ferns, orchids, 
and bromeliads. These na-
tive and naturalized plants 
provide food and shelter for 
many local wildlife species, 
creating a vibrant natural 
tapestry that reflects the 
island’s ecological diversity.

For those who want to 
bring a touch of this natu-
ral beauty home, Flower 
R Us is a wonderful local 
shop where residents and 
visitors alike can purchase 
fresh, beautiful arrange-
ments. Whether you’re cel-
ebrating a special occasion 
or simply want to brighten 
someone’s day, Flower R Us 
offers an array of blooms 
perfect for expressing love 
and appreciation.

Fauna: Life across land, 
sea, and sky
The island’s fauna is just 
as diverse as its plant life. 
Birdwatchers will delight 
in spotting species like 
the brown pelican – Sint 
Maarten’s national bird 
– gliding gracefully along 
the coast. Other common 

sightings include hum-
mingbirds, banana-
quits, and the colour-
ful Carib grackle. The 
island is also an im-
portant stopover for 
migratory birds, mak-
ing it a seasonal haven 
for avian enthusiasts.

On land, reptiles such as 
iguanas, anoles, and geckos 
are common, while mon-
goose, bats, and small ro-
dents play key roles in the 
island’s ecosystem. The 
surrounding waters teem 
with marine life: Coral reefs 
host parrotfish, angelfish, 
sea turtles, and rays, while 
dolphins and whales can 
sometimes be seen offshore 
during migration seasons.

Preserving a natural trea-
sure
As tourism and develop-
ment continue to shape the 
island, efforts to preserve 
its unique natural heritage 
have become increasingly 
important. Organizations 
and nature parks on both 
the Dutch and French sides 
work tirelessly to protect 
endangered species, restore 
habitats, and promote sus-
tainable practices. Whether 
you’re hiking through lush 
hills, snorkelling along cor-
al reefs, or simply admiring 
a flamboyant tree in full 
bloom, Sint Maarten-Saint 
Martin offers an unfor-
gettable connection with 
nature. And for those in-
spired to share a piece of 
that beauty with someone 
special, Flower R Us pro-
vides the perfect way to do 
so with fresh, vibrant flow-
ers that capture the island’s 
colourful spirit.
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Amstel Bright: A Caribbean classic 
that shines in Sint Maarten-Saint Martin

If there’s one beer that captures the rhythm of the islands, it’s 
Amstel Bright – crisp, sunny, and made for good times under Ca-
ribbean skies. Whether you’re sipping it after a sweaty beach vol-
leyball match, toasting during the Carnival parade, or pairing it 
with fresh seafood at the Festival de Gastronomie, Amstel Bright 
has become synonymous with Sint Maarten-Saint Martin’s laid-
back yet vibrant spirit.

Amstel Bright’s story begins in Curaçao, where the Amstel Brewery 
opened its doors in 1959. For decades, it produced the classic Amstel 
lager, but by the late 1990s, a new tropical favourite emerged – Ams-
tel Bright. Officially launched in 1999, it quickly won over locals and 

visitors alike with its 
light, refreshing taste 
– perfect for beach 
days and lively nights.

Pour an Amstel 
Bright and you’ll see 
why it’s a beachside 
favourite. The beer’s 
golden colour and 

lively carbonation deliver a crisp, 
malty body with a gentle sweet-
ness and a hint of citrus toward the 
finish. At 5% ABV, it’s smooth and 
easy-drinking – the perfect com-
panion for sunshine, sea breezes, 
and good company.

Amstel Bright isn’t just a beer – 
it’s a proud supporter of the local 
community and culture. This year 
alone, the brand brought its spar-
kle to some of the island’s biggest 
celebrations and competitions, in-
cluding St. Maarten Carnival, the 
Amstel Bright Beach Volleyball 
Tournament, the Wahoo Fishing Tournament, and 
the Festival de Gastronomie.

At every gathering, those familiar clear bottles glisten 
in the sun – a reminder that Amstel Bright is more 
than a drink; it’s an experience shared with people 

around us. Its continued support of 
local events reflects a connection 
to The Friendly Island’s people and 
energy.

As we celebrate Sint Maarten-Saint 
Martin’s Day, Amstel Bright raises 
a bottle to the island that has em-
braced it with open arms. From the 
shores of Orient Bay to the streets 
of Philipsburg, it stands as a sym-
bol of togetherness, island pride, 
and the joy of sharing a cold one 
under the Caribbean sun.
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Every year on November 11, the people of Sint 
Maarten come together with those of Saint Martin 
to celebrate Sint Maarten-Saint Martin – a vibrant 
holiday honouring the island’s shared heritage, unity, 
and community spirit. One of the most anticipated 
events marking this special day is the Around-the-Is-

The Around-the-Island Relay Race 
unites our island

RUNNING TOGETHER
land Relay Race, a thrilling showcase of athleticism, 
teamwork, and cross-border friendship that perfectly 
embodies the meaning of the celebration.

A race that connects two nations, one island
The Around-the-Island Relay Race is not just a test of 

endurance; it’s a symbol of togetherness. The event 
brings together runners from both the Dutch and 
French sides of the island, as well as participants from 
local businesses, schools, community groups, and even 
visiting athletes. Teams of runners take turns cover-
ing different legs of the approximately 37-mile course, 

which loops around the entire is-
land. The route winds through pic-
turesque coastal roads, colourful 
neighbourhoods, and scenic hills, 
offering participants and spectators 
breath-taking views of the natural 
beauty and culture of both sides of 
the island.

Community and business in mo-
tion
Beyond the athletic challenge, the 
relay race is a powerful reminder 
of community collaboration. Local 
businesses proudly sponsor teams 
and provide water stations, ban-
ners, and support vehicles, while 
residents line the roads to cheer on 
participants with music, flags, and 
joyful energy. The event highlights 
how deeply intertwined the two 
sides of the island are economically, 
culturally, and socially. Runners of-
ten wear shirts representing their 
workplaces or community groups, 
fostering friendly competition and 
camaraderie among the island’s di-
verse population.

A celebration of unity and pride
The island of Sint Maarten-Saint 
Martin celebrates the signing of the 
1648 Treaty of Concordia, which 
peacefully divided the island be-
tween France and the Netherlands. 
The relay race serves as a modern 
reflection of that historic unity of 
two nations sharing one island, 
coming together in the spirit of 
friendship and mutual respect. As 
the final runners cross the finish 
line, celebrations continue with 
music, food, and dancing, blending 
both Dutch and French Caribbean 
traditions. It’s not just a race, but 
it’s a living expression of the island’s 
heart and soul.

A day to remember and to share
From professional athletes to first-
time runners, everyone who partic-
ipates in or cheers for the Around-
the-Island Relay Race contributes 
to something bigger than the event 
itself – a shared sense of belonging. 
It’s a moment when borders fade, 
replaced by laughter, teamwork, 
and the rhythm of pounding feet on 
island roads. And as families and 
friends gather to celebrate the day, 
many choose to mark the occasion 
with thoughtful gestures and beau-
tiful gifts. 

The Around-the-Island Relay 
Race reminds everyone – whether 
Dutch, French, or from anywhere 
else – that the greatest strength of 
Sint Maarten-Saint Martin lies in 
its unity: One island, one people, 
running together toward a shared 
future.



The Daily Herald, November 8, 2025  ST. MAARTEN /ST. MARTIN  DAY SECIAL 2025 7



ST. MAARTEN /ST. MARTIN  DAY SECIAL 2025 The Daily Herald, November 8, 20258


