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H
ome is where the heart is, they say, but the feel of a house or office to a large 
extent depends on its functionality and appearance. The building where it is 
located no doubt remains important, but what usually makes a huge differ-

ence is the personal touch and attention to details, both inside and outside.

In this Home, Design & Construction Special, readers will find information on avail-
able options, with the local experts exposing their products and services. Spruc-
ing up the residence or business certainly seems a worthwhile way to spend one’s 
money, and this supplement is intended to help you do just that.

The Publisher

WorthwhileWorthwhile

Homeowners and contractors alike can 
rest assured that Island Paints BV has 
what they need. Whether you plan to 
handle the application yourself, or let a 
professional finish the job for you, Island 
Paints covers it all. 

T
he quality speaks for itself. You can 
admire some of their professional 
painting work in high visibility areas 

such as the Princess Juliana International 
Airport (under contractor Ballast Nedam 
International Projects), The Windward 
Islands Bank in Philipsburg, and the John 
Cooper Jose Lake Sr. Ballpark court. This 
full scale painting service handles every step 
– from guidance in selecting the most suit-
able paint system, to preparation, to the final 
coat – and is available for residential and 
commercial projects, large or small. 

Selecting the best paint system involves 
knowing about the environmental condi-
tions and materials. Sharing information 
with the team is a good first step in work-

ing with them and ensuring a smooth and 
efficient process, with the best results. 

Here are a few tips on what information 
new clients can provide:

 �Photos of the area/surfaces to be 
painted.
 �Measurements/square footage.
 �Your colour preference (this can be 
done with a colour code, inspiration 
photo, or a sample for matching).
 �The material of the surface to be 
painted (i.e., drywall, concrete, wood, 
metal), whether it’s interior or exterior, 
its exposure to sunlight and humidity.
 �Any known issues in the area such as 
mould, cracks, chalking or peeling.
 �An idea of the timeline and budget 
range. 

When it comes to the product offering, the 
company sells a wide variety of interior and 
exterior paints, primers/sealers and spe-
cialty coatings, trim/door/cabinet coatings, 

roofing/coating solutions, and application 
tools. Trusted brands on offer include 
PPG/Pittsburgh Paints, Bullbond, Acry-
labs, Parex/SikaTextures, and the company 
has also recently added Harris Paints and 
Master Products to the selection. 

A few exceptional exterior paint products, 
ideal for weathering the elements, are PPG 
Speedhide Exterior (6-0000 Series), SUN 
PROOF® Exterior Latex, and Acri-Shield 
Max Exterior Paint & Primer. Note that 
special orders or out-of-stock products 
may require about two to three weeks lead 
time.

For more information, visit Island Paints 
BV at A.T. Illidge Road #115 (attached to 
the Sol gas station in Madame Estate) on 
weekdays 8:00am-5:00pm or Saturdays 
8:00am-1:00pm. Call +1 (721) 544-1800; 
email info@islandpaintsbv.com; visit www.
islandpaintsbv.com; find Island Paints BV 
on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn.

Island Paints BV  
has got you covered,

from planning to final coat 

Island Paints BV on-site at Windward Islands Bank, Philipsburg.

Island Paints BV is woman-owned and led 
by Confesora Mendoza, a St. Maarten-raised 

entrepreneur.
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Established in 1986, Wind-
ward Roads has built a 
strong reputation as one 
of the leading infrastruc-
ture companies in the 
Windward Islands. As 
part of the JAJO Group, 
the company operates in 
Sint Maarten and across 
Saba, Sint Eustatius, and 
Anguilla, delivering a wide 
range of infrastructure 
and construction services. 

W
hile the company 
is widely recog-
nized for its work 

in civil engineering, marine 
projects, and large-scale 
infrastructure, Windward 
Roads is increasingly high-
lighting one of its most prac-
tical and accessible solutions 
for everyday property own-
ers: Asphalt paving. 

Choosing the right surface 
for a driveway or parking 
area is an important deci-
sion for homeowners and 
businesses alike. According 
to Windward Roads, asphalt 
stands out as a solution 
that combines affordability, 
speed, and long-term per-
formance: “Asphalt offers 
a balance that many other 
materials simply can’t 
match. It’s cost-effective, 

quick to install, and provides 
a smooth, durable surface 
that performs well in our 
local climate.”

One of the biggest advan-
tages of asphalt is its effi-
ciency. In many cases, 
installations can be com-
pleted quickly, with surfaces 
ready for use almost imme-
diately after installation. 
This makes asphalt an ideal 
option for those who want 
to upgrade their property 
without long construction 
delays or disruptions.

In addition to speed, asphalt 
is often more economi-
cal than alternative pav-
ing options, making it an 
attractive choice for both 
residential and commercial 
projects. From driveways 
and private roads to park-
ing lots and larger develop-
ments, asphalt continues 
to be a preferred solution 
across the region. 

A key factor that sets Wind-
ward Roads apart is its 
ability to produce asphalt 
in-house. This allows the 
company to maintain strict 
quality control while ensur-
ing consistency and effi-
ciency from production 

through to installation. 
Combined with nearly four 
decades of experience, this 
gives clients confidence that 
their project will be handled 
professionally from start to 
finish. 

Windward Roads works 
with a diverse range of cli-
ents, including homeown-
ers looking to upgrade 
their driveways, businesses 
improving their facilities, 
and developers managing 
larger construction projects. 
Regardless of the size of the 
job, the company focuses 
on delivering reliable, high-
quality results that are built 
to last. 

For those considering a 
paving project, the com-

pany recommends prepar-
ing basic details such as the 
size of the area, site photos, 
and access information. This 
helps streamline the process 
and allows the team to pro-
vide accurate guidance and 
estimates. 

As demand grows for effi-
cient and cost-effective pav-
ing solutions, Windward 
Roads continues to position 
asphalt as a smart invest-
ment for property owners 
looking to improve both the 
function and appearance of 
their space. 

For more information or 
to request an estimate, 
call Windward Roads at  
+1 (721) 542-7520 or visit 
www.windwardroads.com

Windward Roads promotes asphalt  
as a smart, cost-effective driveway solution
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Natural stone – a beautiful option for countertops, floor-
ing and bathroom backsplashes, amongst other applica-
tions – is a great home investment. Granite, marble, trav-
ertine, limestone and other varieties do, however, need 
different cleaning and maintenance compared to other 
surfaces, including regular tile. Sealant is the number 
one consideration, and makes maintenance and cleaning 
much easier, but you do need to first check if a sealant is 
recommended for your particular type of stone – and, if 
so, how often it needs to be reapplied. 

P
revent scratches from vacuum cleaners by using triv-
ets, coasters and placemats on your countertops. Try 
to clean spills quickly. Dust mop floors frequently, and 

only clean surfaces with mild, pH neutral detergents (clean-
ers made specifically for stone or just mild, diluted dish soap 
is recommended). Rinse and dry. Most importantly, do not 
use acidic cleaners (this includes popular natural cleaners) 
such as vinegar, lemon juice, and many bathroom cleaners, 
grout cleaners, or tub & tile cleaners. No abrasive cleaners, 
such as scouring powders and creams.

Grit, dirt, and sand cause damage because of their abra-
siveness. So, besides generally keeping the house clean, 
entrance mats help to keep scratches away from natural 
stone flooring. In the bathroom, use a squeegee to reduce 
soap scum, and use only non-acidic soap scum remover, or 
make a cleaning solution using half a cup of ammonia for 
one gallon of water. Don’t use the ammonia solution too 
frequently, as it can eventually dull the surface. When it 
comes to outdoor pool areas, the stone should be flushed 
with clear water, and a mild bleach solution used to remove 
algae and moss. 

Specific types of stains

For algae, mildew, and fungus: Clean with 
a diluted ammonia (half cup per gallon 
of water), bleach, or hydrogen peroxide. 
Warning: Do not mix bleach and ammo-
nia, as it creates a toxic gas!

Organic stains such as coffee, tea, fruit, 
urine, and bird droppings: Once the mess 
is cleared, the sun and rain will bleach out 
the stain outdoors. Indoors: Clean with 
12% hydrogen peroxide and a few drops 
of ammonia.

Oil-based stains, such as cooking oil: Use 
a soft liquid cleanser, household detergent, 
ammonia, mineral spirits, or acetone.

Rust stains must be removed with a poul-
tice (a stain-removing paste made of a liq-
uid cleaner and white absorbent material) 

however, not all rust stains can be removed. 

Water spots should be buffed with dry 0000 steel wool.

Etch marks can be caused by acids, such as those in fruit 
juices or alcohol. You can try using marble polishing powder 
with a little water and rubbing it in with a damp cloth. How-
ever, you might need professional cleaning for this problem.

Caring for  

natural stone
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Looking to buy, build, or 
renovate a home in Sint 
Maarten? For homeown-
ers and future homeown-
ers, the mortgage solutions 
at Orco Bank are designed 
to help clients finance the 
purchase, construction, or 
renovation of their prop-
erty in a way that is both 
accessible and flexible – 
helping you turn housing 
plans into reality. 

O
rco Bank offers a 
full range of per-
sonal and business 

banking services, including 
mortgages, personal loans, 
car loans, savings and check-
ing accounts, online bank-
ing, and merchant services.

Owning a home is one of the 
most important investments 
a person can make, and 
Orco Bank helps make that 
goal achievable. Whether 
clients are purchasing their 
first home, upgrading to a 
larger property, or renovat-
ing their existing home, the 
team provides guidance and 
financing options tailored to 
their needs.

Orco Bank takes pride 

in offering a strong, per-
sonalized approach, with 
the team working closely 
with each client to under-
stand their financial situa-
tion – providing guidance 
throughout the process. 

With competitive interest 
rates, clear communica-
tion, flexible solutions, and 
local decision-making, the 
bank aims to make financ-
ing your home a smooth and 
transparent experience. For 
many of its clients, this per-
sonal attention and acces-
sibility make a meaningful 
difference.

Buying or building a home 
is more than a transaction; 
it’s a major life-milestone. 
Clients choose Orco Bank 
because the team combines 
local expertise with person-
alized service. Its mortgage 
specialists take the time to 
explain the process, answer 
questions, and help clients 
understand their financing 
options so they can make 
informed decisions.

The mortgage process 
becomes much smoother 
when clients come prepared 

with some basic informa-
tion about their financial 
situation and their home 
plans.

When visiting Orco Bank to 
explore mortgage options, 
it is helpful to have proof of 
income (such as salary slips 
or employment confirma-
tion), information about 
the property you wish to 
purchase/build, and an esti-
mated budget/price range. 
For construction or reno-
vation projects, it’s best to 
come prepared with plans, 
contractor estimates, or 
project details. 

The team is happy to guide 
clients through the process 
step-by-step, and explain 
any additional documenta-
tion required. The goal is to 
ensure that clients feel well-
informed and confident 
throughout the journey to 
home-ownership.

Orco Bank is continu-
ously focusing on enhanc-
ing customer convenience 
and improving the overall 
banking experience. This 
includes further strength-
ening our digital banking 

services, making it easier 
for clients to manage their 
finances anytime and any-
where. At the same time, the 
bank continues to empha-
size personal service and 
financial guidance, ensur-
ing clients receive both the 
technology and support 
they need when making 

important financial deci-
sions such as purchasing a 
home.

For more information on 
Orco Bank’s mortgage solu-
tions and other banking 
services, visit reach out via 
email at info@orcobank.
com, call +1 (721) 544-4744, 

or WhatsApp +599 9 732 
7000. Visit the bank Mon-
day through Friday, 8:30am-
3:30pm, at Emmaplein 1 in 
Phillipsburg. Follow Orco 
Bank NV on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, and LinkedIn for 
updates.

Turn your housing plans into reality 
with the help of Orco Bank
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