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��Philipsburg

USM TO HOST 
WORKSHOPS
University of St. Martin (USM) is set to 
launch a series of free public work-
shops this August. Page 3.

��Philipsburg

TEMPORARY 
CLOSURE 
St. Maarten Police Force has an-
nounced that Hulda B. Richardson 
Road will be closed to all vehicu-
lar traffic in the vicinity of Empire 
Gentlemen’s Club tonight between 
8:00pm and 9:00pm. Page 4.

��Marigot

‘OUTDOOR 
CINEMA’
The Collectivité is inviting residents 
to the “August Outdoor Cinema” ex-
perience in the districts on Saturday 
evenings from August 2 to August 
30. Page 3.

The billboard displayed on the site features an architectural rendering of the proposed development and 
claims that 6 of the 14 advertised apartments have already been sold.

By Jacqueline Hooftman

PHILIPSBURG/THE HAGUE-
-Members of the Dutch House 
of Representatives have raised 
urgent questions in Parliament 
about the fraudulent use of St. 
Maarten’s name in international 
ship registration – an issue first 
reported by “The Daily Herald” 
more than seven months ago.
  The renewed political attention 
follows a July 20, 2025, exposé by 

Dutch investigative platform Fol-
low the Money, which revealed 
that dozens of sanctioned Russian 
and Iranian oil tankers are oper-
ating under falsified maritime 
flags, including the non-existent 
ship registry of St. Maarten. The 
report describes how a Beverly 
Hills-based company, Maritime 
Safety and Technical Adminis-
tration (MSTA), has been selling 
fake ship registrations and cer-

BEACON HILL--Residents of 
Beacon Hill are closely monitor-
ing developments at the old air-
port beacon site, registered at the 
Kadaster as Beacon Hill Road 39. 
For several months, a billboard 
promoting a commercial project 
has been displayed at the location 
– despite the developer not hav-
ing obtained a building permit.
  “Beacon Hill has been used for 
speculative projects that vanish 
with deposits after being unable 
to obtain a permit,” the Pride of 
Beacon Hill Homeowners As-
sociation (PBHA) stated on its 
website, noting that “this project 
boasts units already pre-sold but 
has no known building permit is-
sued in the past five years.”
  PBHA tracks the public post-
ing of building permits every two 
weeks when the latest National 
Gazette is published on the Gov-

ernment of St. Maarten’s website. 
While no evidence of a building 
permit for the project has been 
found, Minister of Public Hous-
ing, Spatial Planning, Environ-
ment and Infrastructure VROMI 
Patrice Gumbs did sign a civil 
works permit on March 7, 2025, 
for the demolition of the lone 
concrete shack on the site. This 
demolition permit was published 
in the National Gazette on March 
14, 2025.
  On March 24, The Daily Her-

ald submitted several questions 
about developments in Beacon 
Hill, specifically regarding the 
billboard on Beacon Hill Road 
39, to Minister Gumbs’ spokes-
person, at the minister’s own in-
struction. However, no response 
has been received to date.
  The billboard currently displayed 
on the site features an architec-
tural rendering of the proposed 
development and claims that 6 
of the 14 advertised apartments 

PHILIPSBURG--A swift re-
sponse by an employee at Mon-
ey Gold Exchange prevented a 
robbery attempt around 9:40am 
Tuesday.

  According to the St. Maarten 
Police Force KPSM, two men en-
tered the establishment, with one 
man displaying a firearm. Howev-
er, before they could execute the 
robbery, an alert employee trig-
gered the alarm, prompting the 
suspects to flee the scene.
  No injuries were reported and 
nothing was stolen. Detectives 
responded immediately and have 
launched a full investigation into 
the incident.
  KPSM is calling on the public 
to report any suspicious activity 
or share relevant information by 
contacting the Philipsburg Police 
Station or calling the anonymous 
tip line 9300.

PHILIPSBURG--The Inspector-
ate of Economic and Transport 
Affairs (IETA) is calling on all 
passenger transport (PT) permit 
holders to complete the 2025 
confirmation letter process or 
formally declare the existence of 
their permit by the deadline of 
August 8, 2025. Operators who 
fail to do so risk having their per-
mits classified as dormant. 
  According to Article 16, para-
graph G of the National Ordi-
nance for Passenger Transport 
(Landsverordening Personenver-
voer), a permit can be suspended 
or revoked at the discretion of 
the Minister, either temporar-

ily or permanently, if the permit 
holder is found to have not used 
it for more than six months. 
  The confirmation letter process 
was reintroduced on January 
16, 2025, after being suspended 
in 2024. This relaunch is part of 
IETA’s broader initiative to up-
date and verify all PT operations 
across the country. The process 
allows the department to accu-
rately assess the number of ac-
tive permits, gather demographic 
data such as country of birth, na-
tionality and age range of permit 
holders, and confirm the types of 
vehicles in use and their roadwor-
thiness. 
  Additionally, the department 
aims to verify the validity of part-
nerships between permit holders 
and assistant drivers. By doing 
so, IETA strengthens its ability 
to monitor compliance in the in-
dustry and to apply enforcement 

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 8

˜ Issue gains momentum months after 2024 exposure ˜



2 THE DAILY HERALD, Wednesday, July 23, 2025Editorial

Agenda St. Maarten / St. Martin

ST. MAARTEN

POLICE MUNICIPALE 
tel. (00590) 590 87.61.55
GENDARMERIE
tel. (00590) 590 52.30.00/02
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
tel. (00590) 590 52.30.40
AMBULANCE
Tel. (00590) 590 52-00-52
Cell. (00590) 690 57-13-28
Fax. (00590) 590 29-08-11
HOSPITAL tel. (00590) 590 52 25 25
DISPENSAIRE Marigot
8 a.m. - 3p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.50.93
DISPENSAIRE Orléans
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.37.21
C.R.O.S.S. (Center, Research, Organiza-
tion, Rescue, Security) is on stand by 24 
hours at 0596 709292.
SERVICE CLUBS
ROTARY Club Sunset Restaurant, Grand 
Case Beach Club every Thursday at 
7:45p.m.
LIONS First and third Tuesday at Nadail-
lac, Marigot at 7.30 p.m.
MUSEUM ST. MARTIN
located Fichot Street nr 7 (behind the 
Catholic Church) Open from 9am to 1pm, 
and from 3pm to 5pm tel. (00590)590 
56.78.92.

ST. MARTIN
POLICE  STATION
Philipsburg tel. 542-2222
Simpson Bay tel. 545-5500
HOT LINE 108
EMERGENCY  911
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Tel. 542-6001 or 919
HOSPITAL
Medical Center, Cay Hill
24-hour Emergency Service
tel. 543-1111 or 910
AMBULANCE
Philipsburg tel. 542-2111 or 912
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES
For medical emergencies, patients can 
visit the Emergency Room of the St. 
Maarten Medical Center. Tel.: 543-1111 
(ext. 1)
SXM Animal Welfare Foundation 
Ambulance Team 520-8887
CRIME STOPPERS ANYMOUS TIP LINE: 
543-TIPS(8477)
TELEPHONE INFO
Tel-em: 542-2211
WEATHER INFO: 123
ST. MAARTEN TOURIST OFFICE
Krippa Building, Juancho Yrausquin Blvd. 
#6, tel. +1 721-5490200, fax. +1 721-
542-0664
COLE BAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL: 
meeting 1st. Thursday of month at Sun 
Flower Kinder Garten School, Union Rd. 
Cole Bay at 7:30pm

SERVICE CLUBS
THE ROTARY CLUB OF ST. MAARTEN 
meets every Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. at 
79 Bush Rd., Unit#10 (Le Grand Marche 
Complex). Rotary Mid Isle meets every 
Tuesday 7 pm, at Pineapple Pete’s, 
Simpson Bay. Rotary Sunrise meets every 
Tuesday at 7am at Gingerbread Cafe 
located in Belair Beach Hotel Terrace 
Restaurant. Rotary Club St. Martin Nord 
meet at the Grand Case Beach Club Sun-
day at 7:30 p.m. 
THE ROTARACT CLUB OF ST. 
MAARTEN SUNRISE meets every 2nd 
and 4th Saturday of the month at 7pm at 
The University of St. Martin.  
Email: rotaractsxmsunrise@outlook.com
LIONS meeting at the Upper Princess 
Quarter Community Centre Lions Den in 
Sucker Garden every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of the month at 7 p.m.
ST. MAARTEN LEO CLUB meeting at the 
Lions Den every 1st, 3rd Saturday every 
month at 11:00 am.
JCI St. Maarten (JAYCEES) meeting at 
the Philipsburg Jubilee Library every last 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. Busi-
ness attire required.
PHILIPSBURG TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
bi-monthly sessions every first and third 
Thursday of every month at the Library 
conference room at 8:00 p.m.
ST. MARTIN MUSEUM
Frontstreet 7, Philipsburg, tel 542-4917
Opening hours from March 1st:

Monday - Friday:  10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sundays: closed.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Mon., Wed., Fri. 6:00pm, Red Cross Build-
ing, Airport Road. Sunday at Guana Bay 
Beach 8:30am. Tel. 520-5169
Zoom meetings everyday from 8:30am to 
9:30am and from 6pm to 7pm. Zoom ID – 
6960282745 and the password - 767909
St. Maarten AIDS Foundation 55 Welfare 
Road tel +5532626/ +5884636 
www.sxmaidsfoundation.org; Facebook: 
sxmaidsfoundation
NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN
Wellsberg Street 1A, units 25-26, Cole Bay. 
Tel. 544-4267, Fax. 544-4268. Email: 
info@naturefoundationsxm.org
ANIMALS R. FRIENDS
Mailbox La Palapa Center, Simpson 
Bay. Email: arf_sxm@yahoo.com, www.
arfsxm.org
SINT MAARTEN LIBRARY
1. Main Branch, Walter J.A. Nisbeth Road 
#3, upstairs of the Adolphus Richardson 
Bld, Pondfill Philipsburg Tel 542 2970. 
Opening hours: Mon - Fri: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Sat 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
2. Cay Hill Satellite, Jackal Road #4, at the 
Hillside Christian School - Asha Stevens 
Campus, Cay Hill. Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 
2.30 p.m. - 6 p.m.  Info@sxmlibrary.org
3: Belvedere Satellite, Low Estate Road 
#3 at the Belvedere Community Center in 
Belvedere. Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 2.30 
p.m. - 6 p.m.
WOMEN’S DESK, Hope Estate Road #4; 
Hope Estate Upper Princess Quarter 
(1721) 542-7940 / (1721) 520-1145 / 
(1721) 520-1146

SAFE HAVEN, Hotline: 9333; or (721) 
5236400; email: info@safehavensxm.sx 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, E.C.  Richard-
son Street 11-b; Tel. 542-1000/542-1008; 
Fax: 542-1001.
COAST GUARD, (24 HRS): 913 
FRENCH HONORARY CONSUL – P.O. 
Box 803, Philipsburg - Tel. : 011 590 590 
87 99 89 – Email: Stanislas.GRAIRE@wa-
nadoo.fr – Open: Mon. Tue. Wed. 9:00am 
to 12:00pm.
LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Clinic, open 
every Saturday 9:00am - 12.00 noon. Free 
advise on personal legal issues. Adminis-
tration Building, tel. 5422337.
THE  RED  CROSS, ST. MAARTEN,  
Airport  Road, #34 Simpson Bay, Tel. 545-
2304/5452333, Fax. 545-5263. Cell. 586-
5330 (24/7) Email: info@redcross-sxm.org, 
stmaartenredcross@gmail.com 
SALVATION ARMY Union Rd. #59, Cole 
Bay, P.O. Box 5184 Tel/fax: 5445424 (721) 
544-5424 / 554-7524. Email:doneslapaix@
hotmail.com, dones_lapaix@car.salvation-
army.org. 
ST. MAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS 
AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds 
their general monthly meetings every third 
Monday at the Delta Hotel at 7:00 pm.
DIABETES FOUNDATION OF ST. 
MAARTEN, Free blood-glucose testing ev-
ery Thursday from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. at the 
Philipsburg Pharmacy Voges Street, Phil-
ipsburg (opposite Library). Tel.: 542-3001
USO St. Maarten/St. Martin (USA mili-
tary), contact Janet Lambert 5577616 or 
00590 590 294406.
SKALCLUB ST. MAARTEN/ST. MARTIN  
meets 1st Tuesday of the month. For loca-

tion call: 5424432 (Jennifer). 
St. Maarten/St. Martin Alliance For 
Equality (SAFE) Tel: +1-721-5504221 
www.safesxm.com 
facebook:safe.sxm G+: +safe sxm

ST. MAARTEN
Telephone

542-5253/542-5597/
542-0931/543-7236

FAX  542-5913
E-Mail:

dherald@sintmaarten.net
advertising@thedailyherald.com

editorial@thedailyherald.com
classifieds@thedailyherald.com

subscriptions@thedailyherald.com

ANGUILLA / 264-235-3138 
(advertising) 

brendacarty@caribcable.com 

SABA 
(advertising & distribution)

Tel. (+1-721) 584-3694
nelsia.winston01@gmail.com

STATIA 
318-2401/318-2936/

fax 318-2136 

CALLING 
THE DAILY HERALD

Next time
GoLocal XL is set for July 24-27 on Boardwalk Boulevard and 
will be featured in this Thursday’s Out ’n About supplement. 
Billed as “the biggest local shopping experience of the sum-
mer” it promises a fun-filled weekend with live entertainment.
40+ local vendors have been announced, offering a wide vari-
ety of goods including home-made ones. The event is said to 
be all about supporting small businesses and celebrating every-
thing authentically local.
There is no doubt that merchants in Philipsburg can use the 
additional foot traffic it probably will bring, especially during 
the slower cruise period. Although ships are still coming, the 
total number of passengers obviously remains considerably 
smaller than in the traditional high season.
Besides, it’s an opportunity to meet face-to-face and socialise 
with others, something which is unfortunately becoming in-
creasingly rare in today’s digital world. There is thus growing 
value in human interaction
Stores were heavily impacted by the advent of direct shipping 
from overseas by online providers like Amazon, often at lower 
prices they have trouble competing with. Proposals for a spe-
cific tax targeting such activities have so far not been imple-
mented.
However, on-island businesses employ persons living here, 
pay taxes that make collective service and facilities possible, 
as well as premiums for health coverage, the old age pension, 
etc. Next time you want to order something abroad, keep that 
in mind.

Weather 
Today: Variably cloudy, breezy and slightly hazy, with isolated 
showers possible.
Winds: East-Northeasterly, 8-16mph, with possible higher 
gusts.
Sea conditions: Light to moderate.
Seas: 3-6 feet.
Forecast high: 32°C 90°F
Forecast low: 27°C 81°F
SYNOPSIS: A high-pressure system continues to support 
stable weather conditions and a tight pressure-gradient will 
maintain breezy conditions. Moderate concentrations of Sa-
haran dust will persist. Those with allergies and/or respira-
tory illnesses should take the necessary precautions. Light to 
moderate sea conditions will prevail.
SPECIAL FEATURE: Remaining names for this year’s hur-
ricane season (now to November 30): Dexter, Erin, Fernand, 
Gabrielle, Humberto, Imelda, Jerry, Karen, Lorenzo, Melis-
sa, Nestor, Olga, Pablo, Rebekah, Sebastien, Tanya, Van, 
Wendy. 
The Meteorological Department St. Maarten (MDS) will 
monitor the development of all tropical systems closely and 
issue watches or warnings when it becomes necessary.
Outlook through Thursday evening: Variably cloudy, breezy 
and slightly hazy, with isolated showers.
Sunrise: 5:48am.
Sunset: 6:50pm.

Date Vessel Place Arrival Departure
July 23: Wonder of the Seas Pier 7:30 18:00
July 23: Rhapsody of the Seas Pier 8:00 18:00
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PHILIPSBURG--University of 
St. Martin (USM) is set to launch 
an engaging series of free public 
workshops this August, inviting 
the community to explore themes 
of culture, communication and 
identity through fresh and critical 
perspectives.
  Led by Professor Holger Briel, 
Ph.D., the sessions are designed 
to challenge conventional thinking 
and ignite thoughtful discussion. 
Students, educators, creatives and 
the general public are all encour-
aged to attend. Workshops will 
take place at Lecture Hall 202 on 
the USM campus.
  The series kicks off with “Border-
lands: Oral History Workshop” on 
Friday and Saturday, August 1 and 
2, from 4:00pm to 6:00pm, explor-
ing the question of why a small is-
land like St. Martin/St. Maarten is 
divided by a border. Through per-
sonal storytelling and community 
memory, participants will reflect 
on the island’s layered identity and 
shared histories.
  The session “From Text to Im-
ages: The Age of the Image” 
on Wednesday, August 6, from 
6:30pm to 8:00pm, investigates 
how visual media – memes, emo-
jis, filters, and reels – have trans-
formed the way we communicate. 
The workshop delves into the cul-
tural and narrative impact of our 
increasingly image-driven world.

  The final session, “Afro & Sinofu-
turism: Reimagining the Future”, 
takes place on Thursday, August 
7, from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. This 
bold and imaginative workshop in-
vites participants to re-envision the 
future through African and Asian 
perspectives, challenging domi-
nant Western narratives through 
the lens of radical imagination and 
cultural critique.

  “These workshops are designed 
to open minds and spark creativ-
ity,” said Juliana Shipley-Hodge, 
Division Head of General Liberal 
Arts and USM Education Cours-
es. “Whether you’re a student, 
teacher, artist, or simply curious, 
there’s something here for every-
one.”
  To register or learn more, contact 
Juliana.Shipley-Hodge@usm.sx. 

WILLEMSTAD--A Cura-
çao delegation led by Minis-
ter of Finance Javier Silvania 
(MFK) recently paid a work-
ing visit to the Netherlands to 
discuss fiscal reform, health-
care, agricultural develop-
ment, institutional coopera-
tion and international trea-
ties. According to a release, 
the trip also marked a signifi-
cant milestone in the renego-
tiation of Curaçao’s loans.
  The latter’s focus was on 
improving debt sustainability 
and engaging in constructive 
consultations with the Dutch 
government, stated the min-
ister’s official travel report.
  Various consultations were 
held with officials, parlia-
mentarians and other stake-
holders, aimed at strengthen-
ing cooperation within the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands.
  The visit had several objec-
tives. A key goal was to pro-
mote mutual understanding 
and cooperation between 
Curaçao and the Nether-
lands in the areas of financial 
policy, tax reform, healthcare 
and agriculture.
  The delegation also aimed 
to inform Dutch parliamen-
tarians about Curaçao’s 
policy direction and reform 
efforts, with a view to gaining 
support and buy-in within the 
legislature. The current state 
of international tax treaties 
was also discussed and politi-
cal support was sought from 
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs.
  Furthermore, administra-
tive consultations were held 
with Dutch ministers and 
state secretaries on topics 
such as the so-called country 
package of reforms, supervi-
sion of the gambling sector, 
mental healthcare, digitisa-
tion and tackling undermin-
ing crime.
  Another priority was refi-
nancing Curaçao’s current 
government bonds as part 
of broader negotiations on 
a sustainable debt structure 
and future-proof financial 
policy.
  The trip included public 
appearances, including par-
ticipation in the “Keti Koti” 
slavery abolition commemo-
rations in Amsterdam and 
Hoofddorp. Meetings were 
also held with members of 
the Curaçao diaspora, job 
applicants and concerned 
citizens.
  According to Silvania, dur-
ing the working visit, con-
tacts were established and 
existing relationships were 
deepened with various par-

liamentarians and govern-
ment officials. This resulted 
in concrete commitments for 
cooperation in the areas of 
tax reform, healthcare and 
agricultural development.
  Administrative consulta-
tions were also held with 
Minister Caspar Veldkamp 
on international tax treaties. 
Curaçao receives political 
support in the preparation 
and ratification of treaties 
with Suriname, San Marino 
and Mauritius, among oth-
ers.
  Follow-up agreements have 
been made with the Minis-
tries of Finance, of Foreign 
Affairs, and of Home Af-
fairs and Kingdom Relations 
BZK. In addition, a return 
visit by State Secretary Ed-
die van Marum to Curaçao is 
planned for August 2025.
  During Silvania’s stay, the 
Second Chamber of Parlia-
ment, as part of the supple-

mentary budgetary process, 
formally approved Curaçao’s 
proposal to refinance part 
of its bonds – in accordance 
with advice from the Com-
mittee for Financial Supervi-
sion CFT – through a linear 
loan with a term of 20 years. 
“This marks an important 
step towards a sustainable 
debt structure and confirms 
the mutual trust between 
both governments in Cura-
çao’s financial policy,” added 
the minister.
  Refinancing options for the 
remaining bullet loans were 
also discussed during the 
meeting with BZK. Curaçao 
emphasised that sustainable 
refinancing is of strategic im-
portance for macroeconomic 
stability and the creation of 
fiscal space.
  Further agreements will be 
prepared during the coming 
period in a timely manner.

MARIGOT--The Collec-
tivité is inviting residents 
to the “August Outdoor 
Cinema” experience in the 
districts on Saturday eve-
nings from August 2 to 30, 
at 7:30pm.
  The month of August 
is usually a low period in 
terms of activities. There-
fore, the Collectivité has 
decided to offer outdoor 
cinema sessions to keep 
children occupied during 
their summer break.
  To compensate for the ab-
sence of a movie theatre, 
the Collectivité offers fun 
and recreational activities 
for young people in the 
neighbourhoods with their 

families. This is an opportu-
nity to create a friendly mo-
ment promoting exchanges 
and social cohesion within 
the neighbourhoods.
  The event is overseen by 
the Culture Department 
of the Collectivité, chaired 
by Dominique Louisy, and 
co-financed by the Cul-
ture Department of Gua-
deloupe and the National 
Centre for Cinema and the 
Animated Image CNC.
  Those attending the out-
door cinema should bring 
their own chairs and blan-
kets. Snacks and refresh-
ments will be on sale. The 
movie schedules for each 
week will be released soon.

Workshops will take place at Lecture Hall 202 on the USM campus.
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KRALENDIJK--Three 
months ago, the first phase 
of biomedical waste dis-
posal in Bonaire was com-
pleted. The second phase 
recently began, in which 
seven shipping containers 
will be shipped to Europe. 
  In the first phase, there 
were five. Renewi is trans-
porting the potentially haz-
ardous waste to Belgium 
via the Netherlands, where 
it will be safely incinerated.
  Extensive preparations 
have been made in recent 
weeks. According to a re-
lease, the entire logistics 
chain is well-organised, 
and a significant amount of 
specialised packaging ma-
terials has been purchased. 
The work is primarily car-
ried out by a local contrac-
tor with experience in this 
field.
  Biomedical waste may 
contain harmful substances 
or pathogens that can affect 
humans and the environ-
ment. Handling biomedical 
waste is subject to special 

laws and regulations to en-
sure that it is done safely 
and carefully.
  Therefore, the key links in 
this waste chain, the Dutch 
RMD, “Servisio di Limp-
iesa Boneriano” Selibon, 
and local hospital opera-
tor “Fundashon Mariadal”, 
have recently completed 
special training for this pur-
pose.
  Last week the repacking 
of the waste into special 
barrels began after their 
arrival earlier from the 
Netherlands. According to 
Selibon, everything is going 
according to plan.
  The shipment of the waste 
will take place in two stag-
es. The first boat with four 
containers was loaded last 
weekend, while the remain-
ing ones will be on the next 
vessel in two weeks.
  By disposing of this waste, 
Bonaire continues to work 
safely to protect health and 
the environment, added the 
statement.

P H I L I P S B U R G - - S t . 
Maarten Police Force 
KPSM has announced that 
a technical reconstruction 
related to a criminal case 
will take place near Empire 
Gentlemen’s Club tonight, 
Wednesday, July 23. 
  As a result, Hulda B. Rich-
ardson Road, in the vicinity 
of the club, will be closed to 
all vehicular traffic between 
8:00pm and 9:00pm. 
  To minimise disruption, 
the following traffic di-

versions will be in effect. 
Motorists travelling from 
the Oyster Pond area or 
Bishop Hill and heading to 
Philipsburg are advised to 
take Middle Region Road. 
Those coming from Philips-
burg and heading to Oys-
ter Pond, Middle Region, 
or Bishop Hill should use 
Arch Road. 
  The public is kindly asked 
to follow all temporary traf-
fic measures and cooperate 
with officers on site. 

WILLEMSTAD--As of 
January 1, 2026, Curaçao 
driving tests can be taken in 
cars with automatic trans-
mission. This is according 
to Minister of Administra-
tion, Planning and Service 
BPD Kimberly Lew-Jen-Tai 
(MFK).
  The decision was made in 
response to enquiries from 
the sector, the minister in-
dicated. Currently, practi-
cal exams may only be tak-
en in vehicles with manual 
(standard) transmission.
  The main difference is that 

an automatic transmission 
shifts independently, while 
a standard one is manually 
operated by the motorist. It 
is thus easier to drive with 
the former.
  In recent years, the num-
ber of automatic transmis-
sion cars has increased 
significantly, but driving 
tests could only be taken 
with a standard transmis-
sion vehicle. This meant 
that many people immedi-
ately switched to automatic 
transmission after taking 
their driving test with a 

standard gearbox.
  The need to allow vehicles 
with automatic transmis-
sion to take practical driv-
ing tests has long been 
discussed. Lew-Jen-Tai in-
dicated that this process, 
which had already begun 
before she took office as 
minister, is now being com-
pleted so that driving tests 
with such cars will be pos-
sible starting January 1.
  “We involved the entire 
sector in this. The demand 
for driving tests for cars 
with automatic transmis-
sion meets the needs of 
people with disabilities but 
also young people,” said 
the minister.
  Lew-Jen-Tai added that 
the new change has already 
been discussed with all 
stakeholders. A new meet-
ing with driving instructors 
is to be held soon, where 
they will be able to ask all 
their questions about the 
change. 

  Incidentally, not all are 
happy with the possibility of 
taking tests in cars with au-
tomatic transmission. Some 
point to how this should be 
accommodated in current 
legislation, but also to the 
potential consequences, as 
there is no such training for 
them.
  Expectations are that the 
inclusion of automatic cars 
in driving tests will lead to 
an increase in the number 
of candidates as well as in-
structors.
  The minister also said a 
process to establish digi-
tal theory tests is currently 
underway. She could not 
specify when it would be 
implemented.
  Modernising and digi-
tising the driving test has 
been discussed for years. 
Government believes the 
required safety measures, 
in particular, demand fur-
ther investigation.

WILLEMSTAD--The In-
spectorate at Curaçao’s 
Ministry of Economic De-
velopment MEO recently 
found that several busi-
nesses are not complying 
with government-imposed 
maximum prices for chick-
en eggs (specifically bat-
tery-farmed ones).
  Ronny Cornelis, head of 
the department, issued a 
stern warning on behalf of 

Minister Roderick Middel-
hof, to all businesses failing 
to comply with these price 
regulations. Violations may 
result in the temporary clo-
sure of the business.
  He urged the public to 
report any establishments 
charging prices above the 
legal limit. The inspection 
team will take strict action 
against anyone who breaks 
these rules.

Protective gear
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measures where necessary. 
These measures can range 
from verbal warnings to the 
full revocation of a permit 
for repeat violations. 
  Operators who have al-
ready submitted the re-
quired documents and are 
in the process of amend-
ing their operations, such 
as adding vehicles to their 
fleet, will not be negatively 
affected. Those with tem-

PHILIPSBURG--Social 
and Health Insurances 
SZV has deepened its en-
gagement with the commu-
nity in the past six months 
through targeted outreach, 
aiming to bring essential 
services and information 
closer to the public.  
  Through workshops, pub-
lic events and digital plat-
forms, SZV has guided 
residents on topics such 
as pension and medical 
insurance benefits, retire-
ment planning, business 
registration and the use of 
tools like the MySZV and 
Employer Portals. These 
initiatives support SZV’s 
mission to make social and 
health services more acces-
sible, efficient and client-
focused. 
  Among the highlights 
were SZV’s participation in 
the MSME Expo organised 
by the National Recovery 
Project Bureau (NRPB) for 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs), and 
the Open House of the Di-
vision of Labor Affairs and 
Social Services. At both 

events, business owners 
and entrepreneurs received 
direct support with employ-
er registration and portal 
access, while individuals 
received one-on-one assis-
tance with insurance ques-
tions and pension benefits. 
  In partnership with the 
St. Maarten Library, SZV 
also hosted a workshop tai-
lored to current and future 
pensioners, offering insight 
into tax compliance, well-
ness in retirement, and nav-
igating the pension process. 
Most recently, during the 
“Meet and Greet” of the 
Ministry of Public Health, 
Social Development and 
Labor, SZV assisted indi-
viduals transitioning into 
retirement and helped new 
users activate their MySZV 
accounts. 
  Additionally, SZV has 
held private information 
sessions with businesses to 
explain sick-leave proce-
dures and ensure that em-
ployers understand their 
legal responsibilities. 
  As the island’s public social 
and health insurer, SZV re-

affirmed its commitment to 
providing clear, reliable in-
formation and personalised 
guidance to help all clients 
manage their benefits and 
responsibilities with confi-
dence. 
  SZV extends its apprecia-
tion to its staff, community 
partners and all residents 
who participated in these 
outreach efforts. 
  To stay updated, resi-
dents are encouraged to 
subscribe to SZV’s new 
WhatsApp Channel, “SZV 
Social & Health Insuranc-
es”, for real-time updates, 
helpful tips and news on 
upcoming events. 

WILLEMSTAD--Vaca-
tion rentals in Curaçao 
can now apply for an of-
ficial quality certification 
under a new programme 
launched by the Curaçao 
Tourist Board (CTB). 
Developed in partner-
ship with the Ministry of 
Economic Development 
MEO and the Curaçao 
Innovation & Technology 
Institute (CITI), the ef-
fort aims to enhance the 
level, safety and reliabil-
ity of alternative visitor 
accommodations on the 
island.
  The new quality label 
evaluates participating 
properties across more 
than 10 criteria, includ-
ing hygiene, fire safety, 
permits, comfort, cus-
tomer service and sus-
tainability. Only proper-
ties with a maximum of 
40 independent units are 
eligible.
  According to CTB, the 
initiative is designed to 
provide guests with trust-
worthy options while en-
couraging property own-
ers to upgrade their stan-
dards. Certified proper-
ties will receive a quality 
label, increased visibility 
on the official tourism 
website curacao.com and 
access to promotional 
campaigns.
  The voluntary pro-
gramme consists of five 
phases: application, pre-
liminary audit, improve-

ment period, final assess-
ment, and – if all stan-
dards are met – official 
certification.
  CITI, which has previ-
ously implemented simi-
lar quality programmes 
for the island’s dive and 
restaurant industries, will 
carry out the audits. In-
spection criteria include 
fire extinguishers, smoke 
detectors, lockable doors 
and windows, cleanliness, 
online booking capability 
and availability of tourist 
information.
  If deficiencies are iden-
tified, property owners 

will have two months to 
make the necessary im-
provements. The certi-
fication is valid for two 
years, with CTB reserv-
ing the right to conduct 
interim re-evaluations. If 
standards are no longer 
met, the label can be re-
voked.
  CTB emphasised that 
while participation is op-
tional, the programme 
offers clear benefits for 
both visitors seeking 
quality accommodations 
and property owners aim-
ing to boost their market 
appeal.

porarily inoperative vehi-
cles must submit a formal 
letter to notify the depart-
ment. 
  Permit holders or their 
authorised representatives 
seeking further informa-
tion are encouraged to visit 
IETA’s Section Transport 
Office, located on Juan-
cho Yrausquin Boulevard 
across from Fairway Mark 
It. 

2025 CONFIRMATION LETTERS 

SZV and St. Maarten Library staff during pension and retirement planning workshop. 

Continued from page 1.
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An aerial view shows a crude oil tanker at an oil terminal off Waidiao island in Zhoushan, 
Zhejiang province, China, on January 4, 2023. File photo credit: “China Daily” via Reuters.

tificates falsely bearing the 
name and national symbols 
of St. Maarten.
  In response, Members of 
Parliament (MPs) Jan Pa-
ternotte of Democrats ’66 
(D66) party and Derk Bo-
swijk of Christian Demo-
cratic Appeal (CDA) sub-
mitted formal questions to 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Caspar Veldkamp and State 
Secretary for Kingdom Re-
lations Eddie van Marum, 
asking for clarification on 
the extent of the deception 
and what measures are be-
ing taken to prevent further 
abuse. They also raised 
concerns about the reputa-
tional damage to the King-
dom of the Netherlands, 
given that the fraudulent 
flags reference constitu-
ent countries in the Dutch 
Kingdom – St. Maarten, 
Aruba and Curaçao.
  While the Follow the Mon-
ey investigation brought 
the issue back into national 
headlines, “The Daily Her-
ald” already reported on 
the scheme in its Decem-
ber 18, 2024, edition. That 
article exposed the opera-
tions of www.smtaregistry.
com, which falsely claimed 
to represent an official St. 
Maarten maritime author-
ity under the name “MSTA 
– International Maritime 
Registries & Regulatory 
Inc.” It listed vessels un-
der a fictitious St. Maarten 
maritime flag and displayed 
forged certificates featuring 
the country’s coat of arms.
  Despite having a national 
flag, St. Maarten does not 
operate a recognised mari-
time registry. Under King-

dom law, only the Nether-
lands holds that authority, 
meaning any claim to regis-
ter sea-going vessels under 
a “St. Maarten flag” is au-
tomatically invalid.
  “The Daily Herald’s” 
report cited documenta-
tion uncovered by Lloyd’s 
List, including a fraudu-
lent certificate issued for a 
sanctioned tanker, “Ocean 
Koi” (IMO: 9255933), for-
merly known as “Cimar-
ron”. The certificate, dated 
December 14, 2024, bore 
the national emblem of St. 
Maarten, but included nu-
merous typographical er-
rors and was purportedly 
issued by a fictitious “St. 
Maarten Islands Maritime 
Administration”.
  Government officials at 
the time confirmed to “The 
Daily Herald” that the 
documents were falsified 
and that criminal networks 
in the Middle East, Rus-
sia and India were exploit-
ing St. Maarten’s identity 
to operate so-called “dark 
fleet” vessels. These ships 
frequently switch flags to 
obscure ownership and 
evade international en-
forcement.
  Maritime law experts 
note that fraudulent reg-
istry schemes often target 
jurisdictions perceived to 
have limited enforcement 
capacity, underdeveloped 
regulatory frameworks or 
unclear legal authority. 
These conditions create an 
environment where fake 
operations can thrive with 
little risk of detection or 
prosecution.
  As a small island nation 

still developing its regulato-
ry institutions, St. Maarten 
is particularly vulnerable. 
Its limited maritime juris-
diction and the widespread 
international misunder-
standing of its legal status 
make it an attractive target 
for criminal networks seek-
ing to exploit gaps in over-
sight.
  According to Follow the 
Money, at least 77 vessels 
have been issued fake doc-
uments by MSTA, includ-
ing 30 under active inter-
national sanctions. Alarm-
ingly, 19 ships adopted the 
fraudulent St. Maarten 
flag shortly after being 
sanctioned, highlighting its 
appeal as a convenient dis-
guise for illicit operations.

  The scandal also casts a 
shadow over earlier discus-
sions in St. Maarten’s own 
government. During the 
2023 budget debate, then-
Minister of Tourism, Eco-
nomic Affairs, Transport 
and Telecommunication 
Arthur Lambriex (United 
People’s party) disclosed 
preliminary plans to de-
velop an open maritime 
register. At the time, he 
expressed confidence that 
legislation could be intro-
duced before the end of 
that year to formalise ship 
registration under the St. 
Maarten flag, a move he 
believed could generate 
millions in annual revenue.
  In Parliament, Lambriex 
said that he had relied on 

the advice and expertise of 
a policy advisor from Cu-
raçao. However, maritime 
governance in Curaçao had 
come under international 
scrutiny in the past.
  In 2013, the European 
Commission issued a for-
mal warning known as a 
“Yellow Card” to Curaçao 
for its failure to combat il-
legal, unreported and un-
regulated (IUU) fishing. 
The warning cited several 
deficiencies, including poor 
oversight of fishing fleets 
and processing facilities, 
inadequate vessel monitor-
ing and registration sys-
tems, weak legal enforce-
ment and non-compliance 
with international fisheries 
agreements.

  The warning followed an 
incident involving a Cura-
çao-flagged vessel caught 
fishing illegally in a pro-
tected area near the Canary 
Islands. Curaçao’s Yellow 
Card was lifted in 2017 af-
ter the country took correc-
tive measures to improve 
its monitoring and compli-
ance systems.
  The incident has also 
drawn attention to the 
wider practice of “flags of 
convenience”, long asso-
ciated with labour abuse, 
environmental violations 
and sanction evasion. The 
International Transport 
Workers’ Federation (ITF) 
and maritime watchdogs 
have repeatedly warned 
that weak or fake registries 
enable the trafficking of 
workers, ship abandonment 
and the concealment of il-
legal oil trade.
  The case underscores both 
the global vulnerability to 
maritime fraud and the ur-
gent need for clearer gov-
ernance and international 
safeguards. A local official 
in St. Maarten, speaking 
to “The Daily Herald”, 
previously warned, “These 
groups are making millions, 
in part from unsuspecting 
companies registering ves-
sels. The website is fraudu-
lent. Payments disappear in 
the cloud.”
  To date, no legal frame-
work for the registration 
of ocean-going vessels 
has been implemented in 
St. Maarten, and the only 
existing register today re-
mains a local list of cata-
maran operators offering 
tours around the island.

DUTCH MPS DEMAND ACTION Continued from page 1
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have already been sold. 
However, the presence of 
the billboard and the pro-
motion of the project may 
be in violation of Article 7 
of the Building Ordinance.
  According to Article 7, it is 
prohibited to erect or reno-
vate a building, partially or 
in full, without first obtain-
ing a building permit or in 
violation of the conditions 
set forth in the Building 
Ordinance or Building De-
cree. These provisions are 
in place to ensure that all 
construction meets safety 
and planning standards.
  Key conditions attached 
to a building permit include 
the following: the permit 
and its approved drawings 
must be present on the con-
struction site; the permit 
must be visibly posted on-
site; and the Inspection De-
partment must be notified 

in writing at least 48 hours 
prior to any critical phase 
of construction, such as the 
pouring of concrete.
  Violations of Article 7 may 
result in a fine of Cg. 500. 
Before such a fine is issued, 
the Inspection Department 
is required to notify the re-
sponsible party through a 
formal warning letter, giv-
ing them the opportunity to 
rectify the violation.
  Additionally, under Ar-
ticle 64 of the Building 
Ordinance, the VROMI 
Minister is empowered to 
stop illegal construction 
or remove unauthorised 
structures at the violator’s 
expense.
  As of publication, no ac-
tive construction has been 
observed at the site. How-
ever, the promotional ma-
terials and claims of pre-
sold units have raised alarm 

WILLEMSTAD --Cura-
çao’s Ministry of Economic 
Development MEO issued 
a detailed statement ad-
dressing growing public 
and legal concerns about 
Article 53 of the Licensing 
Ordinance, which prohibits 
women and minors from 
working in hospitality ser-
vice roles without special 
written permission. The 
ministry acknowledged that 
while the rule remains tech-
nically in force, it is no lon-
ger enforced – and pledged 
broader reforms to mod-
ernise Curaçao’s outdated 
permitting system.
  Article 53, originating 
from a 1963 ordinance and 
most recently consolidated 
in 2024, requires explicit 
ministerial approval for 
employing women or those 
under 18 in restaurants, 
bars and similar establish-
ments. MEO recognised 
this requirement as out-
dated and discriminatory, 

echoing legal experts and 
opinion leaders who have 
called for its immediate re-
peal.
  Although the article re-
mains on the books, MEO 
emphasised it is no longer 
applied or actively moni-
tored. When applicants 
request approval, the ref-
erence is only included in 
official documentation for 
administrative complete-
ness – not as a condition for 
operation.
  In 2018, the parliamentary 
faction of MAN submitted 
a proposal to repeal the 
provision. Despite support, 
the legislation was never 
formally enacted, leaving 
the clause technically valid 
but irrelevant in practice.
  MEO confirmed it is cur-
rently working on a com-
prehensive revision of the 
ordinance, including the 
removal of outdated laws.
  Beyond Article 53, MEO 
highlighted severe struc-

tural issues in Curaçao’s 
licensing process. The cur-
rent backlog for hospitality 
permits has ballooned to 
over seven years, forcing 
government to tolerate the 
operation of numerous un-
licensed establishments.
  This delay has had serious 
consequences:
* A prolonged tolerance 
policy for unlicensed hospi-
tality businesses;
* Limited enforcement and 
monitoring capacity; and
* Estimated annual losses 
of 2 million Caribbean guil-
ders in permit fees.
  The backlog stems primar-
ily from delayed advisory 
input – particularly from 
the Fire Department and 
Ministry of Health, Envi-
ronment and Nature GMN 
– due to chronic understaff-
ing. While the Police Unit 
of Special Laws is legally 
required to issue advice 
within three weeks, no such 
time limit applies to the 

Fire Department or GMN, 
disrupting the balance and 
progress of permit applica-
tions.
  To address these delays, 
a new uniform advisory 
time-frame of three weeks 
was introduced on April 
1, 2025. Under the revised 
procedure, if advice is not 
received within this period, 
MEO will proceed with is-
suing permits based on the 
information available.
  This policy does not over-
ride the independent legal 
authority of other agencies: 
the Fire Department re-
mains empowered to grant 
separate fire safety permits, 
and GMN still oversees 
food and beverage sales un-
der separate legislation.
  Zoning authorities un-
der the Ministry of Traffic, 
Transport and Spatial Plan-
ning VVRP will now pro-
vide clearer information 

regarding the suitability 
of buildings for hospitality 
use.
  This multi-agency coordi-
nation is part of a broader 
strategy to eliminate long 
waiting periods for busi-
ness operators, end the cur-
rent tolerance policy and 
restore consistent govern-
ment revenue from fees.
  MEO further stated that 
the entire Licensing Ordi-
nance is undergoing a com-
prehensive modernisation 
to bring the system in line 
with contemporary societal 
and economic realities. The 
overhaul aims to make the 
process more transparent, 
streamlined and accessible.
  Under the leadership of 
Minister Ruisandro Mid-
delhof, MEO has set a 
30-working-day deadline 
to resolve all pending hos-
pitality licence requests. 
Middelhof has made clear 

that improving service to 
citizens and businesses is 
his top priority.
  The ministry is also de-
veloping a new digital li-
censing system to improve 
efficiency and accessibility. 
Digital transformation will 
be central to ensuring fast-
er and more user-friendly 
processing for all economic 
permit applications.
  With these combined ef-
forts – repealing discrimi-
natory clauses, tackling ad-
ministrative delays and in-
vesting in digital infrastruc-
ture – MEO says it is laying 
the foundation for a more 
resilient and inclusive econ-
omy. “Government is com-
mitted to leaving behind 
outdated laws and building 
a regulatory environment 
that reflects equality, effi-
ciency and progress.”

among nearby residents 
and property stakeholders 
over potential non-compli-
ance with building regula-
tions.
  PBHA has successfully 
contested three other com-
mercial developments in 
Beacon Hill – Drake’s Resi-
dence, Villa Sasha, and The 
Phoenician condo buildings 
– in court, citing the area’s 
residential-only zoning. 
The neighbourhood is gov-
erned by the Beacon Hill 
covenant, to which every 
new homeowner or land-
owner is automatically sub-
ject. Under this covenant, 
commercial development is 
explicitly prohibited in the 
residential-only area.
  The Court recently an-
nulled a second building 
permit issued by former 
VROMI Minister Egbert 
Doran, in which he signed 
off on a residential permit 
and added, via fine print, 
that the permit holder was 
allowed to exceed the maxi-
mum building height of 
three levels or 12 metres. 
Current VROMI Minister 
Patrice Gumbs must now 
make a new decision in 
both cases, taking into ac-
count the Court’s recom-
mendations.
  The commercial devel-
opment advertised on the 
billboard at Beacon Hill 
Road 39, for which Gumbs 
granted only a demolition 
permit, also appears to far 
exceed the maximum build-
ing height permitted in 
Beacon Hill.

BEACON HILL BILLBOARD RAISES QUESTIONS
Continued from page 1.
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Ministry of Infrastructure 
and Water Management 
highlighted how they can 
support our efforts with 
their experience, knowl-
edge and resources so we 
can achieve our goals. Just 
as importantly, we explored 
ways in which Curaçao can 
offer mutual benefits and 
contribute to shared mari-
time goals.”
  During the meeting, Spe-
kreijse indicated that only 
now, since letters were sent 
in 2019, has a minister come 
to the table to provide clar-
ity and present concrete 
plans. The Dutch official 
added that they now have 
renewed confidence this is-
sue will be resolved.
  The restructuring of the 
ship registry is a vital com-
ponent of Curaçao’s broad-
er economic diversification 
strategy, aimed at strength-
ening its position as a lead-
ing maritime centre in the 
Caribbean. More details 
on the outcomes and next 
steps of these deliberations 
will be communicated as the 
implementation of the pre-
sented plans progresses.

cessing operations. For de-
cades, the Isla refinery was 
the island’s main processor 
of such waste streams.
  The new facility, if ap-
proved, would represent a 
first-of-its-kind initiative to 
locally recycle waste oil and 
related materials for indus-
trial reuse.
  “This is about turning 
waste into product,” said 
Martina. “The oil that’s 
recovered will be refined 
into fuel suitable for heavy 
machinery. It’s a significant 
step for local sustainability 
and industrial innovation.”
  The project, if given the 
green light, would not only 
support Curaçao’s environ-
mental goals but also create 
new economic opportuni-
ties in the circular economy 
– transforming one of the 
island’s most polluted sites 
into a beacon of modern, 
eco-friendly industry.

being extracted with heavy 
machinery and processed 
for commercial use.
  GMN has placed Falcon’s 
permit request, along with 
supporting documents and 
a draft licence, on public 
display for a one-month 
consultation period. Dur-
ing this time, members of 
the public may submit writ-
ten objections or feedback.
  The documents are avail-
able for review at the En-
vironmental Management 
Office on Roodeweg in Co-
lon, according to Gabriel 
Murray, Sector Director 
for Agriculture, Environ-
ment and Nature at GMN.
  Falcon International was 
founded in May 2019, and 
is based on Heintje Kool-
weg. Though originally reg-
istered with the Chamber of 
Commerce as a wholesale 
trader in ores, the company 
now aims to pivot toward 
waste oil management.

  According to Martina, Fal-
con plans to convert used 
oil into industrial-grade 
fuel, which could then be 
used to power machinery 
– an activity currently not 
offered by anybody on the 
island.
  The company is led by 
two Curaçao-born direc-
tors: Haithem Babetti and 
Jason José Debrot. The lat-
ter has prior experience at 
state-owned fuel distribu-
tor Curoil and is currently 
operations manager at As-
phalt Lake Recovery NV, 
a firm involved in extract-
ing and processing asphalt 
from the lake and handling 
petroleum-related prod-
ucts, headed by Johannes 
Adrianus Jansen.
  Falcon’s proposal comes 
at a critical time, as Cura-
çao continues to face chal-
lenges with industrial waste 
management following the 
decline of local crude-pro-

THE HAGUE--Curaçao 
Minister of Economic De-
velopment MEO Roder-
ick Middelhof (MFK) and 
his team met with care-
taker Dutch Minister of 
Infrastructure and Water 
Management I&W Robert 
Tieman (BBB) as well as 
Stefanie Spekreijse and Bri-
git Gijsbers of the Maritime 
Authority. A crucial point 
discussed was the presenta-
tion of Curaçao’s compre-
hensive plan to restructure 
its international ship reg-
istry so that it can meet its 
obligations as a flag state 
and once again achieve eco-
nomic growth.
  This effort aims to mod-
ernise and simplify the reg-
istration process, improve 
efficiency and effective-
ness, exercise the necessary 
oversight and guarantee the 
safety of vessels registered 
under the Dutch Caribbean 
country’s flag, thus attract-
ing more.
  According to a release, 
“the growth of the interna-
tional register and compli-
ance with our obligations 
in this regard will result in 
more jobs and contribute 

to gross domestic product. 
In this way, the minister 
managed to change the 
Dutch government’s posi-
tion, which was focused on 
a possible closure of the 
register.”
  Middelhof took action to 
prevent the latter, since it 
concerns the jurisdiction 
of the Maritime Authority 
Curaçao (MAC), an organ-
isation that normally falls 
under the Ministry of Traf-
fic, Transport and Spatial 
Planning VVRP. As agreed, 
MAC will now become the 
responsibility of MEO to 
guarantee its security and 
continuity. This reportedly 
is one of the crucial points 
for the Dutch government’s 
acceptance.
  It was agreed to form a 
team that will include rep-
resentatives from MEO and 
I&W, a representative of 
the Maritime Inspectorate 
and relevant public and pri-
vate companies.
  “The meeting was very 
successful,” Middelhof said. 
“We presented our vision 
for a renewed, more robust 
and competitive ship regis-
try. At the same time, the 

WILLEMSTAD--A local 
company, Falcon Interna-
tional BV, has applied for 
an environmental permit to 
establish a recycling facil-
ity for waste oil, sludge and 
slops in the Buskabaai area 
of Curaçao’s harbour. The 
initiative, announced by the 
Ministry of Health, Envi-
ronment and Nature GMN, 
marks a new step towards 
cleaner and more sustain-
able industrial practices on 
the island.
  Falcon’s request, filed 
under Curaçao’s Nuisance 
Ordinance, outlines plans 

to operate an installation 
specifically designed for 
the processing of industri-
al waste materials, includ-
ing used oil, engine sludge 
and slops – a mixture of oil 
and water typically found 
in ship bilges.
  The proposed location 
lies north-west of Schot-
tegat Bay and is histori-
cally significant as the 
site of the infamous “as-
phalt lake” created dur-
ing World War II when 
the former Shell refinery, 
under pressure to rapidly 
produce kerosene for Al-

lied forces, dumped large 
volumes of residue – such 
as pitch, tar and asphalt – 
into the area.
  Today, Buskabaai re-
mains one of Curaçao’s 
most contaminated in-
dustrial zones. However, 
efforts are underway to 
transform the site into a 
hub for renewable and 
sustainable activities.
  In 2024, Buskabaai NV 
director Ramses Martina 
told local media that the 
area is being cleaned and 
repurposed. Residual ma-
terials from the lake are 
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  According to MAN-PIN, this 
increasingly leads to school-
children who haven’t eaten 
breakfast and suffer from 
chronic health problems, as 
well as emotional and mental 
health issues. Automatic and 
structural adjustment of ben-
efits to rising costs of living 
should not be a problem, the 
party argues.
  “The number of welfare re-
cipients is equal to the num-
ber of people unable to work. 
Moreover, the benefit amount 
will not reach the minimum 
wage, as this is adjusted an-
nually to reflect rising costs of 
living.”
  Government has also received 
various opinions on the need to 
adjust welfare benefits. Finally, 
MAN-PIN indicated that it is 
counting on the support of all 
other factions in this matter.

sible, prompting the decision 
to proceed with demolition 
and environmental clean-up.
  The dismantling and clear-
ing process is expected to 
take three to four months. 
Meanwhile, plans for a new, 
modern performing arts 
centre on the same site are 
already in the works, signal-
ling a cultural revival for the 
area.

was a member of neo-Nazi 
paramilitary organisation 
The Base, which is classified 
as a terrorist organisation in 
the European Union (EU).
  The paper quoted detec-
tives involved in the case 
as saying that H. “hated 
women, people of colour, 
homosexuals and people of 
a different religion from his 
own” and described himself 
as a “good Aryan”.
  Festival producer Sietse 
Bakker told “Het Parool” 
that the case was “new to 
him”, while the Dutch pub-
lic prosecution department 
said it had no knowledge of 
it.
  Dutch counter-terrorism 
agency NCTV told the pa-
per that it does not com-
ment on ongoing cases and 
does “not investigate per-
sons or organisations”.
  H. has been found guilty of 
planning a terrorist act and 
faces 12 years in prison. He 
will be sentenced in Novem-
ber.

AMSTERDAM--The Lux-
embourg public prosecution 
department has demanded 
a twelve-year sentence 
against a Swedish national 
for planning an attack on 
the 2020 Eurovision Song 
Festival, which was being 
held in Rotterdam, the Lux-
embourg justice department 
has confirmed to Dutch 
newspaper “Het Parool”.
  The trial of 23-year-old 
chemistry student Alexan-
der H. took place earlier 
this month, “Het Parool” 
was told, but both the fes-
tival’s organiser and the 
Dutch public prosecution 
department did not know 
anything about the case.
  H., then not yet 18 years 
old, was arrested at his 
home in Strassen, a small 
town in Luxembourg, where 
police found a laptop with 
a document entitled “Fun 
time for Eurovision 2020: 
For a better and less over-
accepting future”, reported 
Luxembourg broadcaster 

RTL, which covered the 
trial.
  The document – which 
was said to be the work of 
H. and a Dutch accomplice 
about whom nothing more 
is known – contained de-
tailed information about a 
chemical attack on festival 
visitors. The event was sup-
posed to be held at the Ahoy 
events centre in Rotterdam 
but was cancelled due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.
  H. wanted to spread cya-
nide or ricin via the venue’s 
ventilation system and use 
homemade explosives. Ac-
cording to RTL, police 
found chemicals and bomb-
making materials at his 
home.
  He also planned to sabo-
tage the Dutch electricity 
system. The Luxembourg 
intelligence service foiled 
the attack, RTL quoted a 
prosecutor as saying at the 
trial.
  According to Luxembourg 
paper “Le Quotidien”, H. 

W I L L E M S TA D - -T h e 
MAN-PIN faction in Cura-
çao’s Parliament submitted 
a draft law to adjust social 
assistance benefits (“onder-
stand”) to the rising cost 
of living. According to a 
release, the so-called mem-
bers’ bill provides a solid 
foundation for adjusting 
the benefit amount annu-
ally based on inflation and 
no longer leaving it to the 
government’s discretion.
  “In the more than two 
months as part of this legis-
lature, we have shown that 
it is time for action, not 
empty promises. After the 
full Parliament approved 
the adjustment of the mini-
mum wage for 18-20-year-
olds and to ensure that ac-
tion is finally taken on the 
indexation of AOV old-age 
pensions, our faction is pre-
senting another initiative,” 
added the opposition party.

  “It is well known that the 
economy has been grow-
ing since 2021, thanks to the 
strong foundation laid by 
MAN and PIN just before the 
pandemic. However, the pan-
demic has led to increased 
poverty, especially among 
the most vulnerable, as the 
prices of fuel, personal care 
products and other essential 
goods and services have risen 
sharply. This hike is even 
worse for benefit recipients,” 
the release continued.
  “Despite government sub-
sidies for housing rent and 
school transportation, and 
water and electricity subsi-
dies, people on social assis-
tance cannot cover the cost 
of healthy food and basic hy-
giene products such as soap, 
detergent, sanitary napkins, 
toothpaste, deodorant, etc. 
with the amount they receive 
for themselves and their fam-
ilies.”

14c
MAN-PIN faction submitting their law proposal.

WILLEMSTAD--Curaçao’s Ministry of Justice has be-
gun preparations for a large-scale recruitment campaign 
aimed at attracting new police officers in 2026. The an-
nouncement was made by Justice Minister Shalten Hato 
(MFK).
  This was decided during a recent meeting between the 
minister’s cabinet, the management team of the Curaçao 
Police Force KPC and various strategic partners. The goal 
is to ensure that the force is strengthened with more well-
trained personnel in the coming years.
  According to Hato, individuals who had previously ex-
pressed interest in joining KPC will soon receive addi-
tional information about the next steps in the selection 
process. In addition, the ministry will open the applica-
tion process to new candidates interested in a career in 
law enforcement.
  While exact details of the campaign have not yet been 
disclosed, the ministry indicated that further information 
regarding timelines, requirements and training will be 
shared in the near future. The initiative reflects govern-
ment’s ongoing commitment to improving public safety 
and addressing staff shortages within the police force.

WILLEMSTAD--The de-
molition of Curaçao’s long-
abandoned national theatre 
“Sentro Pro Arte” is now 
in full swing, following the 
discovery of asbestos on the 
site. Authorities have cor-
doned off the area due to as-
sociated health risks.
  Sidney “Bicho” Justiana, 
chairman of the foundation 
overseeing the project, con-

firmed that a special plan is 
being developed to safely 
remove the hazardous mate-
rial in close consultation with 
public health officials.
  The once-iconic but flood-
prone theatre has been out 
of use since 2001 and was 
severely damaged by two 
separate fires. Its deterio-
rated condition has made 
renovation no longer fea-
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Cu15a:
Scene from the inaugural DOE Fun Day.

Islands

Subscribe to

PHONE 5425253

AGENDA
 

ST. EUSTATIUS

Police Station 182333
Emergency 111
Hot Line 108
Fire Department 120
Hospital 182211/182371
Landsradio 182210
Post Office 182207
St. Eustatius Historical
Foundation Museum 182288
Winair Office 182362
Lions Club meets every 1st and 
3rd Wednesday at the “Den” next 
to the Airport
Drug Prevention Foundation 
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm at 
the Golden Era Hotel.
Coastguard NA&A 113
St. Eustatius National parks:
Gallows Bay: 318 2884

SABA

Police Station
The Bottom, tel. 4163237
Emergency 111/112
Hospital
The Bottom, tel. 4163288/4163289
Fire Department Airport
Flat Point tel. 4162210
SATEL
The Bottom, tel. 4163211
WINAIR, Airport
Flat Point, tel. 4162255/2713
Taxi Service Airport
Flat Point, tel. 160
Administration Building
The Bottom, tel. 
4163311/4163312/4163313
Tourist Office
Windwardside, tel. 4162231
Harbour Office
Fort Bay, tel. 4163294
Saba Marine Park
Fort Bay, tel. 4163295
Nature & Hike Guide
James Johnson
The Bottom, tel. 4163307
Service Club
Saba Lions Club general meeting 
every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 8:00 
p.m. at Eugenius A. Johnson 
Center. 
Coastguard NA&A  113
Red Cross
General meeting every last 
Monday, 6 p.m, Eugenius A. 
Johnson Center.

ANGUILLA

EMERGENCY
Police 911
Fire 911
Ambulance 911
Police Station 497 2333
Hospital 497 2551
Disaster Department 497 2926
Radio Anguilla 497 2218
Tourism 497 2759

AIRLINES
Anguilla Air Services 498 5922
Trans Anguilla 497 8690

COURIER SERVICE
DHL 497 3400
Fedex 497 2719
UPS 497 2239

SERVICE CLUBS
Rotary
Meets at Roy’s Restaurant 
Every Thursday 6 pm
Soroptimist International
Meets at Day Care Centre
2nd Tuesday in month 4.30 pm
Lions Club
1st and 3rd Tuesday
Arts and Craft Centre 5.30 pm
Toastmasters Club
Every 2nd and 4th Saturday 
Anguilla Community College
6.45pm

Cu12ab

Statia Carnival’s Youth Night on Monday saw a multitude of talented young artistes take the 
stage at Ernest “Mike” van Putten Youth Centre/Lion’s Den, also known as Carnival Village. 
Performers included Inspired Dance Academy and Dancing and Modeling Pearls, alongside 
drum, comedy and modelling performances. The master of ceremonies was Ishn Courtar. Sta-
tia Carnival continues today, Wednesday, with the Flavour Invasion show featuring VAYB, 
Ce’Cile, Marino Castellanos and others.

relationships, the DOE 
Fun Day also served as 
an innovative platform to 
raise awareness about en-
vironmental sustainability. 
Through interactive games 
and activities, such as the 
60- and 100-metre dashes 
for sustainability, the “Lime 
and Spoon for Biodiver-
sity” race and the sack race, 
participants reinforced the 
importance of protecting 
the natural resources of St. 
Kitts and Nevis while em-
bodying the principles of 
teamwork and collabora-
tion.
  Colencia Levine, Perma-
nent Secretary in the Minis-
try of Environment, briefly 
attended the event and 
commended the initiative, 
stating, “Events like the 
DOE Fun Day are essen-
tial for building a unified 
workforce while keeping 
environmental stewardship 
at the forefront. When our 

ST. KITTS--The Depart-
ment of Environment 
(DOE) in St. Kitts suc-
cessfully hosted its first-
ever DOE Fun Day at Frig-
ate Bay, on Friday, July 
18. This event, originally 
planned as part of the De-
partment’s Month of Activi-
ties, brought together staff 
members for a day filled 
with friendly competition, 
team-building and a focus 
on environmental advocacy.
  Staff members competed 
as Team Green and Team 
Blue, participating in a se-
ries of challenges aimed at 
promoting team cohesion, 
personal development and 
camaraderie. The lively 
atmosphere was character-
ised by laughter, teamwork 
and a shared commitment 
to the department’s mission 
of environmental conserva-
tion and enjoyment.
  While the main goal was 
to strengthen workplace 

AI into court operations, in-
cluding early neutral evalu-
ations to assist litigants 
before trial, data-informed 
sentencing tools to support 
judicial consistency, and 
automated mechanisms to 
resolve minor disputes. He 
stressed that all AI tools 
must be governed by ethical 
standards and subject to on-
going human oversight.
  The workshop continues 
this week with regional dis-
cussions on commercial law 
reform and the future of 
digital transformation in the 
legal profession. ~ St. Kitts 
and Nevis Information Ser-
vice (SKNIS) ~

teams are strong, our ef-
forts to preserve and sustain 
our environment become 
even more effective.”
  The success of the inaugu-
ral Fun Day has set a posi-
tive precedent for future 
team-building exercises 
within the department. Staff 

members expressed enthu-
siasm for similar events in 
the future, highlighting how 
the day strengthened their 
bonds and rejuvenated 
their commitment to envi-
ronmental causes.
  As the department con-
tinues its work to safeguard 

the Federation’s ecosys-
tems, initiatives like the 
DOE Fun Day will remain a 
key part of fostering a unit-
ed, motivated and environ-
mentally conscious team. ~ 
St. Kitts and Nevis Informa-
tion Service (SKNIS) ~

PANAMA CITY, Panama-
-Attorney General (AG) 
and Minister of Justice and 
Legal Affairs of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, Garth Wilkin, 
delivered a powerful and 
forward-thinking keynote 
address at The University of 
the West Indies (The UWI) 
Caribbean Commercial Law 
Workshop, where he ad-
dressed scores of legal pro-
fessionals from across the 
region on the transforma-
tive role of artificial intelli-
gence (AI) in strengthening 
justice systems.
  Wilkin was specially invit-
ed by The UWI’s Faculty of 
Law to deliver the keynote 
in recognition of St. Kitts 
and Nevis’ leadership in le-
veraging AI to enhance ac-
cess to justice and promote 
public transparency. These 
advancements have posi-
tioned the twin-island Fed-
eration at the forefront of 
legal innovation and digital 
reform in the Caribbean.
  He spotlighted VoiceIT, an 
AI-powered legal assistant de-
veloped by the Ministry of Jus-
tice and Legal Affairs, which 
provides real-time responses 
to questions about national 
laws and continuously learns 
from legislative updates and 
ministerial procedures.
  “VoiceIT is helping us rei-
magine justice as a service – 
accessible, transparent and 
efficient. Legal profession-
als and policymakers across 
the Caribbean have already 
expressed strong interest 
in replicating the platform 
in their own jurisdictions,” 
said Wilkin.
  He also outlined further 
opportunities to integrate 
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Cu15d:
From left: Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis Dr. Terrance Drew with Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley.

Islands/Dutch Kingdom

assuring that the matter 
will be handled thoroughly 
and thoughtfully.
  “I don’t think that the ap-
propriate approach to a ne-
gotiation is to do so via the 
public airwaves,” he stated. 
“I think that we need to sit 
down as mature leaders, 
discuss what has been pro-
vided, discuss the numbers 
and what the accurate num-
bers ought to be, get better 
particularity and clarifica-
tion as to some of the num-
bers … and thereafter we 
can come to the public with 
a considered view and con-
sensus, we hope, as to what 
we can do going forward.”

ISIS members, and while 
no concrete attack plans 
were found, he was “posi-
tioning himself in such a 
way that he would at some 
point carry out an attack”.
  He was arrested following 
an investigation that was 
triggered by a report from 
the Dutch intelligence ser-
vice AIVD.
  He came into contact 
with undercover officers in 
2023, who reported that he 
was trying to earn money 
for ISIS while living in the 
Netherlands.
  The man’s wife was arrest-
ed at the same time but was 
acquitted earlier this year.

ROTTERDAM--Judges 
in Rotterdam have sen-
tenced a Tajik man living 
in the Netherlands to five 
and a half years in prison 
for recruiting members for 
the terrorist group Islamic 
State ISIS.
  The court said the 31-year-
old was a member of ISIS’ 
Afghan branch, aimed to 
raise as much money as 
possible for the group and 
tried to recruit others. He 
also told undercover of-
ficers that he intended to 
join the jihad himself.
  “The suspect said he 
would need a year or two 
before he would go to fight 

and that he would be too 
old after that,” the verdict 
said.
  The man travelled from 
Tajikistan to Russia in 2012 
for work. In 2017, he was 
arrested in Turkey and de-
ported on suspicion of try-
ing to travel to Syria to join 
ISIS.
  He later surfaced in 
Ukraine, where he joined 
an ISIS cell. Shortly af-
ter Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in 2022, he arrived 
in the Netherlands and was 
granted a residence permit 
in May of that year.
  The court said he main-
tained contact with other 

Brantley conveyed his ap-
preciation that the federal 
government remains open 
to engaging in meaningful 
dialogue to address Nevis’ 
concerns.
  “I know that the public 
has been anxious, the peo-
ple of Nevis have been anx-
ious, but we are, I think, 
now making good prog-
ress and we would hope 
to have that final report,” 
he said. “We have come to 
some concluded views that 
we hope to share with the 
federal government to try 
now to move this process 
forward.”
  Premier Brantley also 
underscored the impor-

tance of mature, coopera-
tive leadership in resolving 
what he described as an 
historical source of tension 
between the two islands.
  “What I can say though, 
is that we do see that there 
is some appetite at the na-
tional level to resolve this 
issue, and I will definitely 
try to have a resolution to it 
for the best interest of the 
people of Nevis, but also 
to remove that old issue of 
rancour between the two is-
lands – that whole question 
of how resources are being 
shared.”
  He concluded by urging 
continued public patience 
as negotiations continue, 

  “The World Bank report 
that has been shared with 
us gave – I think it was – 
four scenarios for revenue-
sharing going forward. 
We have looked at those 
scenarios. I believe there’s 
been consensus in the NIA 
Cabinet as to which would 
be the preferred scenario,” 
Premier Brantley said.
  He disclosed that the NIA 
Cabinet has convened two 
sessions to assess the report 
and is currently awaiting a 
final submission from the 
Ministry of Finance, which 
is scrutinising the data 
closely.
  However, Premier Brant-
ley, Minister of Finance in 
the NIA, raised some con-
cerns the Cabinet has with 
the report, particularly the 
origin and accuracy of cer-
tain figures. He pointed out 
inconsistencies between the 
World Bank’s accounting of 
Citizenship by Investment 
(CBI) revenue allocated 
to Nevis and the NIA’s re-
cords. He also cited vague 
terminology for deductions 
such as “national obliga-
tions” that require further 
clarification before firm 
conclusions can be drawn.
  While the NIA was not 
consulted during the 
drafting process, Premier 

NEVIS--The long-standing 
issue of equitable revenue 
sharing between St. Kitts 
and Nevis is progressing to-
ward resolution, as Premier 
of Nevis Mark Brantley 
acknowledged ongoing col-
laboration with Prime Min-
ister Dr. Terrance Drew on 
the “Fair Share” matter.

  At his monthly press confer-
ence held July 22, Premier 
Brantley shared that while 
the Nevis Island Administra-
tion (NIA) continues its in-
depth review of the recently 
submitted World Bank Re-
port, there is growing con-
sensus within his Cabinet on 
a preferred path forward.
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Cu19a
A Patriot launching system.
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  Highlighting connectivity 
with other federal goals, Dr. 
Drew reaffirmed that this 
digital ID is a foundational 
platform for diaspora en-
gagement. With the system 
in place, nationals abroad 
will be able to remotely ac-
cess government services like 
passport renewals, property 
tax payments and more. He 
underlined that the system 
will help streamline opera-
tions, reduce bureaucratic 
delays and boost conve-
nience for citizens and resi-
dents at home and abroad.
  The prime minister stressed 
that St. Kitts and Nevis re-
mains on track to become 
one of the first Caribbean 
nations to launch a fully in-
tegrated National Digital ID 
system. ~ St. Kitts and Nevis 
Information Service (SKNIS) 
~

ST. KITTS--The National 
Digital ID system is pro-
gressing according to plan, 
according to Prime Min-
ister Dr. Terrance  Drew. 
Full rollout of the project 
is expected by mid-2026 
and a pilot launch is sched-
uled for January next year. 
  Appearing on Free-
dom FM’s “Issues” pro-
gramme on Thursday, 
July 17, Prime Minister 
Drew emphasised the im-
portance of the digital ID 
for transforming public 
services, stating, “It will 
allow people to apply for 
birth certificates, passports 
and other services entirely 
online, eliminating lines 
and paperwork.”
  This initiative represents 
a critical component of 
the Federation’s contin-
ued digital transformation 
under the Sustainable Is-
land State Agenda. Since 
mid-2023, the Ministry of 
Information, Communica-
tions and Technology, in 
partnership with Taiwan’s 
International Cooperation 
and Development Fund 
(ICDF), has developed and 
tested a secure Electronic 
Identification (e-ID) plat-
form. As part of this effort, 
over 40 stakeholders from 
public and private sectors 
participated in consulta-
tions in June 2024, working 

to ensure that the system 
provides both digital and 
physical authentication for 
citizens and residents. 
  Progress toward imple-
mentation has been sub-
stantial. The project has 
moved through design and 
prototyping stages, and as 
of December 2024, entered 
the integration phase.
  The government has also 
invested in broader en-
abling efforts, including 
the establishment of a Dig-
ital Transformation Unit 
and the rollout of online 
portals for driver’s licence 
renewals, tax payments 
and the e-Passport system. 
Meanwhile, plans are un-
derway to strengthen data 
protection laws and cyber-
security infrastructure to 
safeguard citizens’ infor-
mation.

BOXTEL--Dutch meat 
processing giant Vion is 
“consistently contravening” 
Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) guidelines 
on animal welfare, accord-
ing to animal rights group 
Wakker Dier, which filed 
the first-ever formal com-
plaint based on the 2023 
agreement.
  The guidelines, which 
were signed by the 52 mem-
bers of the OECD, are not 
legally binding, but multi-
nationals headquartered in 
a European country are ex-
pected to adhere to them.
  Vion, headquartered in 
Boxtel, North Brabant, 
has slaughterhouses in the 
Netherlands, Germany and 
Belgium.
  Suppliers to Vion are not 
allowing enough space for 
pigs during transport, Wak-
ker Dier said, causing stress 
and injuries. The pigs are 
also breathing in fine dust 
particles and ammonia, 

way will also take part in 
financing.
  The Netherlands currently 
has three Patriot systems, 
which the defence ministry 
has said it cannot spare. 
However, it has previously 
supplied missiles and key 
components to Ukraine. 
The Dutch systems have 
been deployed previously 
in Turkey and Israel, in-
cluding during the 1991 
Gulf War.
  Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
on Tuesday that new talks 
between Ukraine and Rus-
sia are scheduled to take 
place in Turkey today, 
Wednesday, with prisoner 
exchange expected to be on 
the agenda.

persuaded to enter prostitu-
tion under the illusion that 
they were being offered love, 
safety and financial stability.
  Police said the suspects 
made the women emotion-
ally and financially depen-
dent and, in some cases, 
used psychological pressure 
or violence when the victims 
wanted to stop.
  The group is thought to 
have been active for several 
years. At least 10 women 
have been identified as vic-
tims, but Amsterdam police 
have appealed for more to 
come forward.
  During house searches in 
both countries, police seized 
vehicles, cash and digital de-
vices. The proceeds from the 
criminal business were alleg-
edly laundered and invested 
in luxury goods and property 
in Romania.
  Eight suspects remain in 
custody in the Netherlands. 
The investigation is ongoing, 
and further arrests have not 
been ruled out, police said.

on the A50 highway on July 
16 and July 19.
  “This time it happened 
on the A1, and we believe 
it was intentional,” the 
spokesman said.
  Police removed the blocks 
from the road, and the high-
way has since reopened.

THE HAGUE--The Neth-
erlands will make a “sub-
stantial” contribution to the 
delivery of Patriot air de-
fence systems to Ukraine, 
caretaker Dutch Minister 
of Defence Ruben Brekel-
mans said on Monday.
  Brekelmans made the 
announcement following 
talks with fellow ministers 
from the Ukraine Defence 
Contact Group (UDCG), 
a coalition of 56 countries 
including all 32 North At-
lantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) members. The 
exact content of the Dutch 
contribution is still being 
worked out.
  In addition to support 
for the Patriot systems, the 
Netherlands will supply 

more military equipment, 
including ammunition for 
F-16 fighter jets, drones 
and radar systems, Brekel-
mans said.
  “Much has already been 
done, but more is needed,” 
he said. “Only by continu-
ing to support Ukraine on 
a massive scale and increas-
ing the pressure on Russia 
can we force it to the nego-
tiating table.”
  The United States (US), 
the sole producer of Pa-
triot missiles and launch 
systems, agreed last week 
to provide them to Ukraine 
via NATO partners, on the 
condition that allies cover 
the cost. Germany has al-
ready agreed to deliver five 
Patriot systems, and Nor-

which affect their lungs, the 
campaign group said.
  According to OECD, mul-
tinationals should keep to 
the World Organisation for 
Animal Health (WOAH) 
Terrestrial Animal Health 
Code.
  This specifies that an ani-
mal should be “healthy, 
comfortable, well nour-
ished, safe, not suffering 
from unpleasant states such 
as pain, fear and distress, 
and able to express behav-
iours that are important 
for its physical and mental 
state”.
  The guidelines are in stark 
contrast to what is happen-
ing in the meat industry, 
Leonie Vestering of Wakker 
Dier told newspaper “De 
Volkskrant”. “If companies 
such as Vion abide by them, 
it would make a huge differ-
ence to billions of animals 
worldwide,” she said.
  The guidelines offer a 
“fascinating opportunity” 
for animal welfare organ-

isations because they cover 
both suppliers and compa-
nies, Katherine Booth of 
the OECD Watch told the 
paper.
  The formal complaint has 
been filed with the Dutch 
National Contact Point 
(NCP). If it decides to pro-
cess the complaint, NCP 
will mediate between Wak-
ker Dier and Vion, provid-
ed the latter agrees to par-
ticipate. However, just one 
in 10 mediations leads to an 
agreement.
  If NCP finds that Vion has 
broken the guidelines, the 
company could be excluded 
from trade missions and 
government subsidies.
  “This first-ever complaint 
under OECD guidelines is 
meant as a wake-up call for 
multinationals,” Vestering 
said. “They can no longer 
be allowed to hide behind 
suppliers and livestock 
farmers.”
  Vion has not commented 
on the complaint.

AMSTERDAM--Dutch 
and Romanian police have 
arrested thirteen people 
in a joint investigation into 
human trafficking and the 
forced prostitution of Ro-
manian women, who were 
taken mainly in and around 
Amsterdam, officials said on 
Monday.
  The suspects, all Romanian 
nationals between 20 and 43 
years old, were detained dur-
ing a coordinated campaign 
on July 1.

  Six arrests were made in 
the Netherlands and seven 
in Romania. Four of those 
detained in Romania have 
since been extradited to the 
Netherlands under a Euro-
pean arrest warrant.
  The investigation centres on 
a suspected criminal network 
that approached vulnerable 
women through social media 
and began what appeared to 
be romantic relationships.
  The women, all between 
21 and 37 years old, were 

APELDOORN--Several 
cars have been damaged af-
ter hitting concrete blocks 
which had been dumped on 
the A1 highway near Apel-
doorn, the Dutch govern-
ment said on Monday.
  The blocks were discov-
ered near De Hucht service 

station near the Veluwe 
heathland region and are 
thought to have fallen, or 
have been thrown, from a 
nearby viaduct. There is no 
surveillance camera foot-
age of the incident.
  “We do have cameras 
above the road, but the 

footage is not stored be-
cause that is not allowed 
by law,” a transport depart-
ment spokesman said. “The 
cameras are used to moni-
tor traffic flow.”
  It is the third such incident 
in the area in the past week. 
Similar incidents took place 
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key
Carnival Cruise Line President Christine Duffy cutting the ribbon at Celebration Key, with 
next to her Chief Fun Officer and basketball legend Shaquille O’Neal (centre), and standing 
in front of O’Neal is Carnival Corporation CEO Josh Weinstein. 

Coral-1
The Causeway will receive reinforcements form implanted 
coral. Photograph supplied.

Coral-2
Palmerston, the Government House cat. File photo.

Islands/Region

SANTO DOMINGO, Do-
minican Republic--President 
Luis Abinader took advantage 
of his weekly “LA Semanal” 
press conference on July 21 
to announce the inaugura-
tion of the Bani Bypass road 
for August 12. The bypass is 
expected to shave at least half 
an hour off the driving time 
for those headed west. Those 
headed from Santo Domingo 
to Barahona will now be able 
to do so in less than two hours. 
The Baní Bypass was the only 
one not yet complete while 
the San Cristobal and Azua 
Bypasses were already in use.
  The announcement follows a 
visit made by Minister of Pub-
lic Works Eduardo Estrella 
to the bypass work areas on 
Monday, July 21, in the com-
pany of newspaper “Listin Di-
ario” executive editor Miguel 
Franjul and reporters.

ry for successful placement 
at sea.”
  The project will be instru-
mental in forming a techni-
cal manual on restoration 
practices through photo-
grammetry, which uses over-
lapping photographs to cre-
ate a 3D model.
  This manual will be avail-
able through the Living 
Reefs Foundation’s website.
  The data collected by the 
Causeway Project could in-
form new ways to build resil-
ient long-term breakwaters 
that could be reinforced in 
cost-effective ways.
  It could further serve as a 
way to track impacts to the 
seabed by vessel groundings 
and offer a baseline for en-
vironmental impact assess-
ments. ~ The Royal Gazette ~ 

  The development is expect-
ed to have a transformational 
impact on Grand Bahama’s 
economy. Celebration Key 
will initially welcome more 
than two million cruise pas-
sengers per year, with that 
figure projected to double to 
four million by 2028.  
  Hundreds of long-term jobs 
are being created to support 
daily operations, and infra-
structure expansion is already 
underway. The destination’s 
adjacent cruise pier currently 
accommodates two of Car-
nival’s largest vessels, and 
construction has begun on a 
pier extension to support two 
more. 
  Celebration Key represents 
Carnival’s most ambitious 
destination development to 
date and sets a new standard 
for immersive, private-island 
cruise experiences. ~ Carni-
val Newsroom ~

GRAND BAHAMA--Car-
nival Cruise Line officially 
launched its newest exclusive 
destination, Celebration Key, 
over the weekend, welcom-
ing nearly 5,000 guests as the 
“Carnival Vista” made the in-
augural call on Saturday.
  The highly anticipated port 
marks a bold step in cruise 
tourism, combining world-
class amenities with a signifi-
cant economic investment in 
Grand Bahama. 
  Guests were the first to ex-
perience standout attractions 
including the world’s tallest 
sandcastle, the world’s larg-
est swing, a swim-up bar and 
the Caribbean’s largest fresh-
water lagoons – all designed 
to deliver what Carnival calls 
“the ultimate beach day”. 
  In a celebratory ceremony, 
Carnival Cruise Line President 
Christine Duffy, Carnival Cor-
poration Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) Josh Weinstein, 

Chief Fun Officer Shaquille 
O’Neal and “Carnival Vista” 
Captain Paolo Severini offi-
cially “unlocked” the 10-storey 
Suncastle, a striking icon at the 
heart of Celebration Key.
  The group also cut the rib-
bon to Lokono Cove, a Baha-
mian-style shopping village, 
and raised a champagne toast 
at Pearl Cove Beach Club, an 
adults-only retreat. O’Neal, 
staying true to his brand, took 
the first shot on the property’s 
new basketball court. 
  “Opening this new exclusive 
destination marks an extraor-
dinary milestone for Carnival 
as we debut the first phase 
of our initial US $600 mil-
lion investment, with more to 
come,” said Duffy. “Celebra-
tion Key is more than just a 
beautiful place; it’s a celebra-
tion of the Bahamian para-
dise our guests love, enriched 
by incredible new experiences 
and offerings.” 

HAMILTON, Bermuda--The 
island’s link to the airport and 
East End is to serve as the site 
of a project using coral reefs 
to protect man-made struc-
tures against storms.
  The Causeway Project, led 
by the Living Reefs Founda-
tion, aims to implant rescued 
and laboratory-grown corals 
to reinforce the bridge.
  Dr. Samia Sarkis, the lead-
er of the project, said the 
goal was to use the strength 
of reefs to protect against 
storm surges and hurricanes.
  Dr. Sarkis added: “The 
Darwin Plus fund has given 
us the capacity to build our 
infrastructure using state-of-
the-art technology.
  “This enables us to inves-
tigate the complexities of 
coral reproduction and reli-
ably produce juveniles inde-
pendent of environmental 
changes and disturbances, 
and quantify our coral resto-
ration impact at scale.
  “Both awards, received 
since 2023, are instrumen-
tal in significantly advancing 
our vision – the develop-
ment of a scalable and cost-
effective model in restoring 
damaged reefs and protect-
ing the coast from storm and 
hurricane impact.”
  The Causeway Project will 
be supported by the Depart-
ment of Environment and 
Natural Resources and the 
Department of Works and 
Engineering.
  The Darwin Plus Fund will 
further offer cash through 
the UK government’s con-
servation programme, the 
Darwin Initiative.
  Governor Andrew Mur-
doch joined Dr. Sarkis and 
her team to view the coral 
hatchery at Coney Island in 
Hamilton Parish.
  He learnt about the re-
search at the facility before 

travelling to the waters of 
Castle Harbour to attach 
laboratory-grown coral to an 
underwater structure.
  The coral, which is given an 
identifier to monitor growth, 
was named “Palmy” in hon-
our of the governor’s famed 
rescue cat, Palmerston.
  Murdoch said the work be-
ing done by the Living Reefs 
Foundation had “potentially 
global significance”.
  He explained: “With the 
threat of sea level rise and 
increasingly extreme weath-
er events, we need to look 
to nature-based solutions 
to help us protect our coast-
lines.
  “The work being done in 
Bermuda is critical to un-
derstanding how to promote 
coral growth in the laborato-

  The Baní Bypass stretches 
over a distance of more than 
20 kilometres, beginning in 
Ojo de Agua, in Paya, where 
it connects with the Sánchez 
Highway, and ending where 
it merges again with the same 
highway on the western side 
of the province in the Galión 
area.
  “Listin Diario” explains that 
construction of this road be-
gan on November 20, 2020, 
when President Abinader, 
along with then-Minister of 
Public Works, Deligne As-
cención, announced that the 
project would be completed 
by September 2021, but that 
deadline was not met and 
provincial representatives re-
jected offers to partially open 
the bypass.
  “Listin Diario” reports that 
in November 2020 it was an-
nounced that the project 

would cost RD $2.2 billion 
(US $36.4 million), but three 
years later, another bidding 
process was held for more 
than RD $3 billion (US $49.67 
million), bringing the total es-
timated cost of the road close 
to RD $6 billion (US $99.33 
million), three times the origi-
nal estimated cost.
  According to the contractors, 
the Baní Bypass is approxi-
mately 19.8 kilometres long 
and consists of two lanes – one 
in each direction. The most 
complex part of the highway, 
as explained by the current 
Public Works official, is the 
presence of 17 bridges along 
its route. Notably, at each of 
these bridges, the road ex-
pands to four lanes – two in 
each direction – accommodat-
ing the east-west traffic along 
the coastal area of the Baní 
municipality. ~ DR1 ~

he has lived there for seven 
years.
  When asked about his 
sales, he mentioned that he 
sells juices, snacks and food. 
Roberts was fined EC $6,000 
(US $2,220) for possession 
or face seven days in prison; 
and EC $10,000 (US $3,700) 
for possession with intent to 
supply, or 30 days of impris-
onment, with a default of 90 
days.
  Magistrate Wason ordered 
the destruction of the can-
nabis and stated that the 
defendant should have no 
difficulty in paying the fine. 
Source: “Antigua Observer” 
~ Antigua News Room ~ 

ST. JOHN’S, Antigua--A 
56-year-old man was fined 
EC $16,000 (US $5,920) or 
he will spend thirty days at 
His Majesty’s Prison (HMP) 
after he was convicted for 
possession of cannabis.
  Around 10:00pm on Fri-
day, an officer on duty ap-
proached Lindon Roberts, 
who currently resides at 
his business location at the 
East Bus Station. During a 
search, the officers discov-
ered 708 grams of cannabis, 
valued at EC $7,080 (US 
$2,620) on the street.
  When he appeared before 
Acting Chief Magistrate 
Dexter Wason, on Monday, 

Roberts admitted guilt to 
two charges, namely posses-
sion of cannabis and posses-
sion with intent to distribute.
  Wason enquired whether 
the bus station was govern-
ment-owned as he sought 
further clarification on how 
Roberts resides there.
  The investigating officer 
clarified that the defendant 
indeed resides there, describ-
ing it as a room connected to 
the business establishment. 
The magistrate requested 
the name of the business, 
but Roberts was unable to 
provide that information, 
stating he does not know; 
however, he confirmed that 
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in a competitive bidding 
round.
  Trinidad and Tobago is in 
the middle of a deep-water 
auction that has been ex-
tended to close on Septem-
ber 17, and which does not 
include the blocks Exxon is 
negotiating for.
If Exxon and Trinidad reach 
an agreement, the US pro-
ducer could acquire almost 
all the ultra deep-water 
blocks that remain unli-
censed.
  The large discoveries of oil 
and gas made in recent years 
in the Guyana-Suriname ba-
sin are one of the reasons 
Trinidad is now seeing a re-
newed interest in its ongo-
ing deep-water auction, the 
country’s energy minister 
said at a conference early in 
July.
  Moonilal said Trinidad was 
open to bids outside of auc-
tions and hinted at the nego-
tiations.
  “We are currently consider-
ing one such proposal, and if 
the negotiations are success-
ful, a major announcement 
will soon be made,” he add-
ed. ~ Reuters ~ 

But you can lose all of this in 
the blink of an eye if you do 
not do what is right for your 
families, your communities, 
your country,” the head of 
state said.
  President Ali acknowledged 
that the increasing threats of 
floods, droughts and other 
external shocks have pushed 
many farmers to the brink, 
with little to no protection 
against total crop loss.
  “We all know the pain as-
sociated with crop failure. 
We’ve seen it with floods, 
with pest infestation, with er-
ratic weather, and we’ve seen 
what it does to your finances 
and to your ability to recov-
er. This insurance is here to 
break that cycle,” he said.
  He singled out communities 
like Hampton Court, Devon-
shire Castle and Walton Hall 

provements often stem from 
front-line staff.
  “Any issues that the security 
staff have … they know my 
door’s open. They come and 
see me and we discuss this, 
and they’ve come forward 
with a number of ideas, and 
a number of those ideas that 
they come forward with, we 
take forward. All the ideas 
for any of my departments 
come from the staff who 
work within them.”
  He encouraged officers to 
bring concerns directly to 
him.
  Regarding the Barbados 
Nurses Association’s call 
for panic buttons on wards, 
Clark confirmed a review is 
underway.
  “There’s something that we 
need to review about how we 
keep the staff safe on the wards. 
So that’s a piece of action that 
we’re in now, given the recent 
attack on some of the nurses 
on one of our wards.” ~ Barba-
dos TODAY ~ 

HOUSTON, Texas-- Exxon 
Mobil has begun negotia-
tions with the Trinidad and 
Tobago government to ex-
plore for oil and gas in up to 
seven deep-water blocks off 
the East Coast of the Carib-
bean country, which the top 
US oil producer left more 
than two decades ago, two 
sources close to the talks told 
Reuters.
  The areas Exxon is interest-
ed in are located north of the 
company’s prolific Stabroek 
block in Guyana, the fastest-
growing oil production prov-
ince in the world, the people 
said.
  Exxon and partners Hess 
and CNOOC have discov-
ered more than 11 billion 
barrels of recoverable oil and 
gas in Stabroek and plan to 
produce more than 900,000 
barrels per day of light sweet 
crude later this year.
  Trinidad and Tobago is 
speaking with several major 
oil and gas companies, Trini-
dad and Tobago’s Energy 
Minister Roodlal Moonilal 
told Reuters on Tuesday.
  “We are in discussions 
with major players to ramp 

up exploration and produc-
tion within and outside of 
bid rounds,” Moonilal said, 
without disclosing names.
  Exxon said it does not com-
ment on rumours or specula-
tion.
  Exxon left Trinidad and To-
bago in 2003 after a failed 
exploration programme.
  Under the new government 
of Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar, Trinidad 
aims to rejuvenate invest-
ment, especially offshore, 
where more gas output is 
needed to support the na-
tion’s liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) and petrochemical 
industries.
  Since she took office in 
April, a flagship offshore gas 
project with neighbouring 
Venezuela that lost its US 
authorisation to move for-
ward has been shelved, while 
the government has focused 
efforts on deepening ties 
with the region’s other en-
ergy producers.
  According to Trinidad’s 
laws, the government can 
individually negotiate areas 
for exploration and produc-
tion if they are not included 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana-
-In a major stride towards 
securing the livelihoods of 
rice farmers across Guyana, 
President Dr. Irfaan Ali on 
Tuesday officially launched 
Guyana’s first-ever crop in-
surance programme for rice 
farmers, marking an historic 
milestone in the country’s ag-
riculture sector.
  The launch, held at the 
Anna Regina Secondary 
School, Region Two (Pomer-
oon-Supenaam), saw the 
announcement of free agri-
cultural insurance coverage 
for 6,000 rice farmers across 
Guyana, particularly those 
most vulnerable to the ef-
fects of climate change.
  The coverage will span an 
initial three-year period, 
completely free of cost to the 
farmers.

  “For years we have talked 
about crop insurance, but 
little traction was made until 
now. That is what makes to-
day [Tuesday, July 22 – Ed.] 
so historic. This programme 
is not just relief, it is a life-
line,” President Ali said.
  He emphasised that the 
crop insurance programme 
is a result of a unique part-
nership between the govern-
ment of Guyana, UPL Costa 
Rica and Philip Morris Inter-
national (PMI).
  “This agreement among 
the Guyana Rice Develop-
ment Board (GRDB), UPL 
and PMI has resulted in a 
product that will support 
rice farmers who are most 
exposed to climate risks …
What you’re getting today 
[Tuesday], farmers around 
the world are longing for. 

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados-
-The Queen Elizabeth Hos-
pital (QEH) is stepping up 
security in response to recent 
violent incidents targeting 
healthcare workers – with 
plans to fill key vacancies, 
enhance officer training and 
explore the introduction of 
batons and body cameras.
  Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Neil Clark confirmed 
the measures in an interview 
with “Barbados TODAY”, 
saying the hospital is actively 
recruiting to fill 10 security 
posts and reviewing options 
to better equip its front-line 
security personnel.
  The move comes amid con-
cerns over staffing shortages, 
delayed training and a lack 
of resources for security per-
sonnel. 
  “There are some vacancies 
in the security team,” Clark 
said. “I think there are 10 va-
cancies, and we’re out to re-
cruitment for those, so hope-
fully that will be addressed. 
So, I have the posts, the posts 
have been approved, and I 
can recruit to those posts, 
and that’s active recruit-
ment.”
  Discussions are also ongo-
ing about equipping security 
personnel with batons and 
restraints to improve safety 
for staff, patients and officers 
themselves.
  “We’ve had discussions 
with the security team about 
batons and how they can 
protect themselves, protect 
the patients, protect the 
staff; about restraints, how 

they can restrain patients; 
and we’re working with our 
security team and with the 
police force to understand 
what the rules and regula-
tions are pertaining to giving 
those services or those tools 
to our security team,” Clark 
explained.
  The hospital CEO also re-
vealed plans to introduce 
body-worn cameras. 
  “I’ve also asked about giving 
the security team body cams, 
which gives them a little bit 
of protection and a little bit 
of overview of what’s hap-
pening on the ground, and 
after any incident, there’s a 
clear indication of what hap-
pened,” he said.
  The security team has been 
conducting security aware-
ness sessions for nurses and 
staff.
  “They engage with us very 
actively in providing some 
awareness sessions as to how 
to keep themselves safe,” 
Clark said, adding that im-

in Region Two, whose farmers 
have frequently suffered from 
flooding and harvest loss.
  “To those farmers, this pro-
gramme is not a promise, it is a 
guarantee. It is the protection 
you deserve,” the president 
declared.
  The crop insurance initiative 
is part of the government’s 
broader agricultural vision, 
which President Ali described 
as climate-smart, technology-
driven and people-focused.
  “We’re not building this food 
sector halfway. We’re going 
all in, investing in research, 
in drone technology, in high-
yielding rice varieties, and 
now in comprehensive risk 
management tools like crop 
insurance,” he asserted.
  President Ali challenged the 
banking sector to take note of 
the reduced risk this insurance 
brings, and to lower lending 
costs for farmers accordingly.
  “With this insurance, the risk 
is reduced. And the cost of 
lending to farmers must re-
duce. That is non-negotiable. 
No more 7-8% interest. Our 
farmers must be able to bor-
row at 3-5% and the govern-
ment will subsidise the rest, to 

0%,” he stated.
  President Ali used the launch 
to outline his government’s 
consistent support for the 
rice industry over the past 
four years, which includes the 
removal of value-added tax 
(VAT) on fuel, agrochemicals, 
machinery and equipment; 
the GYD 1.5 billion (US 
$7.17 million) settlement with 
Panama to recover payments 
to Guyanese farmers, GYD 
3.6 billion (US $17.2 million) 
in support for fertiliser, flood 
relief and seed quality, GYD 
2 billion (US $9.56 million) 
planned for 2025 in contin-
ued fertiliser assistance and 
the construction of nine dry-
ing floors in Regions 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 6.
  He also pointed to the new 
Guyana Rice Development 
Board (GRDB) varieties 
yielding up to nine tons per 
hectare and free ferry trans-
portation of paddy for hun-
dreds of farmers in Region 
Two.
  “These are not just policies. 
They are real investments in 
your lives and communities. 
This is what a government 
that cares looks like,” he told 

the crowd.
  Looking ahead, President Ali 
spoke about plans to imple-
ment a pilot of innovative rice 
farming systems, including 
modern drone technology and 
eco-friendly practices to pro-
tect the environment.
  “By the first crop of 2026, we 
want complete drone applica-
tion, from fertilisation to pes-
ticide spraying. And we’re go-
ing to support the farmers by 
grouping them into clusters, 
giving them the tools and lo-
gistics to reduce costs and in-
crease returns,” he explained.
  He added that UPL and 
PMI would work closely with 
GRDB and the Ministry of 
Agriculture to ensure farmers 
benefit from smart infrastruc-
ture, shared equipment and 
supply chain optimisation.
  “It makes no sense for 100 
farmers to all drive to George-
town to buy the same inputs. 
We will bring the system to 
you … You’ve seen the differ-
ence. You’ve felt the results. 
You know who is standing by 
you in good times and in hard 
times,” he said. ~ iNews Guy-
ana ~ 
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U.S. President Donald Trump looks on as the portrait of former U.S. President Barack Obama 
can be seen in the background, at the White House in Washington, DC., U.S., June 26, 2025.

A United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket lifts off carrying Amazon’s Project Kuiper internet 
network satellites from the Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Cape Canaveral, Florida, 
U.S., April 28, 2025. 

W A S H I N G T O N - -T h e 
Trump administration is ex-
panding its search for part-
ners to build the Golden 
Dome missile defense sys-
tem, courting Amazon.com’s 
Project Kuiper and big de-
fense contractors as tensions 
with Elon Musk threaten 
SpaceX’s dominance in the 
programme, according to 
three sources familiar with 
the matter.
  The shift marks a strategic 
pivot away from reliance on 
Musk’s SpaceX, whose Star-
link and Starshield satellite 
networks have become cen-
tral to U.S. military commu-
nications.
  It comes amid a deterio-
rating relationship between 
Trump and Musk, which cul-
minated in a public falling-
out on June 5. Even before 
the spat, officials at the Pen-
tagon and White House had 
begun exploring alternatives 
to SpaceX, wary of over-

reliance on a single partner 
for huge portions of the am-
bitious, $175 billion space-
based defense shield, two of 
the sources said.
  SpaceX did not respond to 
requests for comment. Re-
sponding to a post about the 
Reuters story on X, Musk 
wrote, “Federal acquisition 
regulations require using 
the best provider at the best 
price. Anything else would 
be breaking the law.”
  Due to its size, track record 
of launching more than 9,000 
of its own Starlink satellites, 
and experience in govern-
ment procurement, SpaceX 
still has the inside track to 
assist with major portions of 
the Golden Dome, especially 
launch contracts, sources say.
  Project Kuiper, which has 
launched just 78 of a planned 
constellation of 3,000 low-
earth orbit satellites, has 
been approached by the Pen-
tagon to join the effort, sig-

naling the administration’s 
openness to integrating com-
mercial tech firms into na-
tional defense infrastructure 
and going beyond traditional 
defense players. Jeff Bezos, 
Amazon’s executive chair-
man, told Reuters in Janu-
ary that Kuiper would be 
“primarily commercial,” but 
acknowledged “there will be 

defense uses for these [low-
earth orbit] constellations, 
no doubt.”
  A spokesperson for Project 
Kuiper declined to comment 
for this story. The Pentagon 
declined to comment. The 
White House did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.
  Golden Dome’s ambitions 

mirror those of Israel’s Iron 
Dome - a homeland missile 
defense shield - but a larger, 
more complex layered de-
fense system requires a vast 
network of orbiting satellites 
covering more territory. In 
the search for more vendors 
for the satellite layers of 
Golden Dome, “Kuiper is a 
big one,” a U.S. official said.

PARIS/WASHINGTON-
-President Donald Trump 
has decided to pull the 
United States out of the 
“woke” and “divisive” 
U.N. culture and educa-
tion agency UNESCO, the 
White House said on Tues-
day, repeating a move he 
took in his first term that 
was reversed by Joe Biden.
  The withdrawal from the 
Paris-based agency, which 
was founded after World 
War Two to promote peace 

through international co-
operation in education, 
science, and culture, will 
take effect at the end of 
next year.
  The move is in line with 
the Trump administra-
tion’s broader “America-
first” foreign policy, which 
includes a deep skepticism 
of multilateral groups, 
including the United Na-
tions, the World Trade Or-
ganization, and the NATO 
alliance. White House 

spokeswoman Anna Kelly 
said UNESCO “supports 
woke, divisive cultural and 
social causes that are to-
tally out-of-step with the 
common sense policies 
that Americans voted for.”
  The State Department 
accused UNESCO of sup-
porting “a globalist, ideo-
logical agenda for interna-
tional development at odds 
with our America First for-
eign policy.”
  It said its decision to ad-

mit the Palestinians as a 
member state was “highly 
problematic, contrary to 
U.S. policy, and contrib-
uted to the proliferation of 
anti-Israel rhetoric.”
  UNESCO chief Audrey 
Azoulay said she deeply 
regretted Trump’s deci-
sion, but it was “expected, 
and UNESCO has pre-
pared for it.”
  Posting on X, French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron professed “unwaver-
ing support” for the “uni-
versal protector” of world 
heritage and said the U.S. 
move would not weaken 
France’s commitment to 
UNESCO.
  UNESCO officials said 
the U.S. withdrawal would 
have some limited impact 
on U.S.-financed pro-
grammes. Azoulay said 
UNESCO had diversified 
funding sources, receiving 
only about 8% of its bud-
get from Washington.
  UNESCO was one of 
several international bod-
ies Trump withdrew from 
during his first term, along 
with the World Health 
Organization, the Paris 
Agreement climate change 
accord, and the U.N. Hu-
man Rights Council. Dur-
ing his second term, he has 
largely reinstated those 
steps.
  Trump’s pick to be his 
U.N. envoy, Mike Waltz, 
said this month the Unit-
ed Nations needs reform 
while expressing confi-
dence that “we can make 
the U.N. great again.”

WASHINGTON--U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump accused 
former President Barack 
Obama of “treason” on Tues-
day, accusing him, without 
providing evidence, of lead-
ing an effort to falsely tie him 
to Russia and undermine his 
2016 presidential campaign.
  A spokesperson for Obama 
denounced Trump’s claims, 
saying “these bizarre allega-
tions are ridiculous and a 
weak attempt at distraction.”
  While Trump has frequently 
attacked Obama by name, 
the Republican president 
has not, since returning to 
office in January, gone this 
far in pointing the finger at 
his Democratic predecessor 
with allegations of criminal 
action.
  During remarks in the 
Oval Office, Trump leaped 
on comments from his in-
telligence chief, Tulsi Gab-
bard, on Friday in which she 
threatened to refer Obama 
administration officials to the 
Justice Department for pros-
ecution over an intelligence 
assessment of Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 election. 
She declassified documents 
and said the information 
she was releasing showed a 
“treasonous conspiracy” in 
2016 by top Obama adminis-
tration officials to undermine 
Trump, claims that Demo-
crats called false and politi-
cally motivated.
  “It’s there, he’s guilty. This 
was treason,” Trump said 
on Tuesday, though he of-
fered no proof of his claims. 

“They tried to steal the elec-
tion, they tried to obfuscate 
the election. They did things 
that nobody’s ever imagined, 
even in other countries.”
  An assessment by the U.S. 
intelligence community 
published in January 2017 
concluded that Russia, us-
ing social media disinforma-
tion, hacking and Russian 
bot farms, sought to damage 
Democrat Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign and bolster Trump. 
The assessment determined 
that the actual impact was 
likely limited and showed no 
evidence that Moscow‘s ef-
forts actually changed voting 
outcomes.
  A 2020 bipartisan report by 
the Senate intelligence com-
mittee had found that Rus-
sia used Republican political 
operative Paul Manafort, 
the WikiLeaks website and 
others to try to influence 
the 2016 election to help 
Trump’s campaign. “Nothing 
in the document issued last 
week (by Gabbard) under-
cuts the widely accepted con-
clusion that Russia worked 
to influence the 2016 presi-
dential election but did not 
successfully manipulate any 
votes,” Obama spokesperson 
Patrick Rodenbush said in a 
statement.
  Trump, who has a history of 
promoting false conspiracy 
theories, has frequently de-
nounced the assessments 
as a “hoax.” In recent days, 
Trump reposted on his Truth 
Social account a fake video 
showing Obama being ar-

rested in handcuffs in the 
Oval Office.
  Trump has been seeking 
to divert attention to other 
issues after coming under 
pressure from his conserva-
tive base to release more 
information about Jeffrey 
Epstein, who died by suicide 
in 2019 while awaiting trial 
on sex trafficking charges. 
Backers of conspiracy theo-
ries about Epstein have 
urged Trump, who socialized 
with the disgraced financier 
during the 1990s and early 
2000s, to release investiga-
tive files related to the case.
  Trump, asked in the Oval 
Office about Epstein, quickly 
pivoted into an attack on 
Obama and Clinton. “The 

witch hunt that you should be 
talking about is they caught 
President Obama absolutely 
cold,” Trump said.
  Trump suggested action 
would be taken against 

Obama and his former of-
ficials, calling the Russia 
investigation a treasonous 
act and the former presi-
dent guilty of trying to lead 
a coup. “It’s time to start, af-

ter what they did to me, and 
whether it’s right or wrong, 
it’s time to go after people. 
Obama has been caught di-
rectly,” he said.
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Police officers detain the political strategist Dmitry Kisiyev during a picket held to protest 
against an expected new legislation, that is set to impose restrictions on internet searches, 
near the headquarters of the lower house of Russia’s parliament, State Duma, in Moscow, 
Russia, on Tuesday.

MOSCOW--Russians will 
face fines if they search on-
line for “extremist” content 
under a new law that tight-
ens censorship and could 
have sweeping ramifica-
tions for digital privacy and 
the fate of WhatsApp in the 
country.
  The legislation, approved 
on Tuesday by parliament’s 
lower house, the State 
Duma, has drawn criticism 
from some pro-government 
figures, as well as opposi-
tion activists. Opponents 
say the fines it prescribes, 
of up to 5,000 roubles 
($63.82), could open the 
door to tougher charges 
and penalties.
  The Ministry of Justice’s 
list of extremist materials 
stretches to more than 500 

pages. Entities banned in 
Russia for carrying out “ex-
tremist activities” include 
late Kremlin critic Alexei 
Navalny’s Anti-Corruption 
Fund, the “international 
LGBT movement” and 
U.S. tech giant Meta Plat-
forms. On Friday, lawmak-
ers who regulate the IT sec-
tor said Meta-owned What-
sApp should prepare to 
leave the Russian market as 
it was likely to be added to 
a list of restricted software.
  The new legislation tar-
gets people who know-
ingly search for extremist 
materials online, including 
through virtual private net-
works (VPN) that millions 
of people across Russia 
use to bypass censorship 
and access banned content. 

“This bill concerns a very 
narrow group of people, 
who look for extremist 
content because they them-
selves are already one step 
away from extremism,” 
Sergei Boyarsky, head of 
the Duma’s information 
technology committee, told 
Duma TV.
  Digital Development Min-
ister Maksut Shadaev said 
law enforcement would 
have to prove that users 
intended to view extremist 
materials and that merely 
accessing platforms would 
not be penalised. It was 
not immediately clear how 
the authorities would de-
termine intent in an online 
search. The lack of clarity 
has left many feeling un-
easy.

French Culture Minister Rachida Dati arrives to the annual 
Bastille Day military parade during the Bastille day celebra-
tions in Paris, France, July 14, 2025. 

PARIS--French judges 
on Tuesday ordered that 
French Culture Minister 
Rachida Dati and former 
automobile executive Car-
los Ghosn must stand trial 
for alleged corruption and 
abuse of power in a case fo-
cusing on consulting fees, a 
judicial source said.
  The French prosecutor’s 
office for financial crimes 
(PNF) had requested in 
November 2024 that Dati, 
widely expected to run for 
the post of Paris mayor in 
March 2026, and former 
Renault-Nissan boss Ghosn 
be tried as part of its inves-
tigation into corruption.
  Investigators had been 
probing the consulting fees 
Dati once received from 
the Renault-Nissan auto 
alliance, which hired her 
as a consultant after she 
stepped down as justice 
minister in 2009 to stand 
for the European Parlia-
ment. Dati has denied ir-
regularities in the fees she 
received during that time, 
and Ghosn, who fled from 
Japan in a box aboard a 
private jet to Lebanon, has 

denied allegations of mis-
conduct against him.
  Speaking to LCI television 
on Tuesday evening, Dati 
vowed to fight the judges’ 
decision: “I am not going to 
resign myself. I will fight. I 
will fight everywhere.”
  Asked if she could stay in 
the government, she said: 
“Have I been condemned? 
Of course not. That’s it”
  Asked if Dati should re-
sign from the French gov-
ernment, Justice Minister 
Gerald Darmanin told TF1 
television: “I cannot com-
ment on legal proceedings, 

but it is clear that Rachida 
Dati — who is a great poli-
tician and someone I would 
very much like to see be-
come mayor of Paris — is 
presumed innocent, and we 
should not be too quick to 
condemn people.”
  Ghosn’s representatives 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment.
  Ghosn, who holds French, 
Lebanese and Brazilian cit-
izenships, has not left Leb-
anon since 2019 because of 
an Interpol Red Notice is-
sued by Japan.

A man jumps into the water as boys gather to cool off in a pool during a heatwave in the 
southeastern city of Diyarbakir, Turkey, on Tuesday.

ATHENS--Greece and the 
wider Balkans sweltered 
under the third heatwave 
of the summer on Tues-
day, with labourers barred 
from work, tourists kept 
away from the ruins and 
firefighters battling blazes 
scattered across the arid 
countryside.
  Couriers, food delivery 
riders and builders in and 
around Athens and other 
regions were ordered to 
pause work from midday 
until 5 p.m., as the tem-
perature was expected to 
climb as high as 43 degrees 
Celsius (109.4 F), the la-
bour ministry said.
  In the Feneo area in 
Corinth in southern 

Greece, 185 firefighters 
with 50 vehicles were com-
bating a strong forest fire, 
helped by 15 planes and 11 
helicopters. Two villages 
there were evacuated out 
of precaution as the fire 
raged. The governor of the 
surrounding Peloponnese 
region, Dimitris Ptochos, 
said the situation was diffi-
cult, local media reported.
  Greece has long been 
known for the hot, sunny 
summers that attract tens 
of millions of tourists every 
year. But climate change 
has led to longer and more 
severe heatwaves, as well 
as destructive floods and 
wildfires. Authorities said 
they would shut the ancient 

Acropolis ruins, Greece’s 
most-visited tourist site 
atop a rocky hill above 
Athens, for five hours from 
midday on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.
  Matthew Enos, an 
18-year-old visitor from 
New Orleans, said he had 
not been prepared for such 
a heatwave when he ar-
rived in the capital. “It’s 
been a little tough so far. 
Not the greatest feeling 
ever,” he said. “So I’ve just 
been adapting by drinking 
lots and lots of water.”
  Tourists sought out air-
conditioned restaurants 
and stores in Athens, one 
of the most densely popu-
lated capitals in Europe, 

which bakes on a plain 
flanked by mountains. The 
heatwave will continue un-
til Sunday, the Greek me-
teorological service said.
  Scorching heat also 
gripped neighbouring 
Bulgaria, with authorities 
urging businesses to give 
away water and cut physi-
cal labour during high-risk 
hours. On the border be-
tween Kosovo and Alba-
nia, weeks without rain and 
increased hydroelectric 
power production nearly 
emptied Lake Fierza. Cows 
ate grass in what used to be 
the lake bottom.
  In Kosovo, flames and 
thick smoke could be seen 

approaching houses in 
a village in the Dubrava 
area near a jail and a mili-
tary base on Tuesday. The 
fire was out of control in 
an area of scrubland and 
grass, fanned by heavy 
winds.
  Elsewhere in Kosovo, Mi-
lazim Duraku, a 62-year-
old farmer from Prizren, 
chided younger workers 
for seeking shelter as he 
picked yellow peppers 
for sale at market the fol-
lowing morning. “Those 
youngsters they can’t stand 
the heat. They work only a 
few minutes in the evening 
or in the morning,” he said.
  In Albania, firefighters as-

sisted by four aircraft from 
Italy and Greece battled 
two wildfires at a national 
park in the north and near 
the southwestern village of 
Dukat. Last month, large 
parts of Western Europe 
sweltered in another se-
vere heatwave that left 
many dead and triggered 
forest fires and health 
alerts across the region.
  In Italy, where last month’s 
heatwave was blamed for 
several blackouts including 
in Florence and Milan, the 
high temperatures drove 
electricity consumption in 
June up 7.4% year-on-year, 
national power grid opera-
tor Terna said on Tuesday.
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A drone view shows Warsaw’s skyline with modern skyscrapers and the Palace of Culture and 
Science in Warsaw, Poland, July 18, 2025.

MADRID--The Spanish 
government on Tuesday in-
troduced a bill to automati-
cally declassify all secret 
government files older than 
45 years, including docu-
ments from Francisco Fran-
co’s dictatorship and the 
transition to democracy.
  If approved by parlia-
ment, the proposed law 
could shed light on some 
of Spain’s darkest chap-
ters, including Franco’s ties 
to Adolf Hitler, the loca-
tions of mass graves where 
victims of his 1939-75 rule 
were buried, and details of 
the 1966 Palomares nuclear 
accident caused by the mid-
air collision of two U.S. Air 
Force planes over a fishing 
village in southern Spain.
  “With this law we will 
overcome an obstacle in 
our legislation to put us in 
line with European stan-
dards,” Justice Minister Fe-
lix Bolanos told reporters.
  “Citizens have the right 
to know. Administrations 
have the obligation to pro-
vide documentation that is 
important for history,” he 
added.
  The bill seeks to replace 
the existing law governing 
official secrets, enacted 
during Franco’s rule, which 
lacks provisions for auto-
matic declassification based 
on the amount of time that 
has passed. The law would 
automatically declassify all 
documents older than 45 
years unless they consti-
tuted a justified threat to 
national security, Bolanos 
said.
  For documents created 
after that period, the draft 
law outlines a tiered system: 
“highly classified” docu-
ments would remain secret 
for up to 60 years; “classi-
fied” files for up to 45 years; 
“confidential” material for 
up to nine years; and “re-
stricted” documents for up 
to five years.
  The government should 
not restrict access to docu-
ments related to the Catho-
lic Church or former King 
Juan Carlos, said the As-
sociation for the Recov-
ery of Historical Memory 
(ARHM), a volunteer 
group dedicated to identi-
fying victims of political vi-
olence during Spain’s Civil 
War and Franco’s dictator-
ship. It also warned that 
some documents may have 
already been removed or 
redacted, and it called for 
the immediate digitisation 
of records to ensure public 
access.

WARSAW--Seventy years 
after Soviet dictator Josef 
Stalin “gifted” the Palace 
of Culture and Science 
to Warsaw, the towering 
skyscraper at the heart of 
Poland’s capital still stirs 
strong feelings among 
Poles.
  The Palace - which is mark-
ing the 70th anniversary of 
its official opening on July 
22, 1955, when Poland was 
part of the Soviet-led com-
munist Eastern Bloc - was 
conceived by Stalin as a 
symbol of Soviet domina-
tion and initially bore his 
name.
  “If you put a big palace, 
a kind of skyscraper at the 
time, in the middle of the 
city that can be seen from 
30 km (19 miles)away, it 
shows the power,” said 
Dorota Zmarzlak, a mem-
ber of the palace’s board. 
Younger people no longer 
see it that way, she said.
  After the end of commu-

nist rule in Poland in 1989, 
many Soviet-era monu-
ments were removed and 
street names changed. The 
Palace remained, even 
though prominent politi-
cian Radoslaw Sikorski, 
who is now Poland’s foreign 
minister, called for it to be 
demolished in 2007.
  It has been used as a con-
cert venue and hosted po-
litical events, exhibitions 
and fashion shows. Singers 
Andrea Bocelli and José 
Carreras have performed 
there. A riot broke out 
when the Rolling Stones 
played there in 1967, long 
before communist rule 
ended.
  “It was an escape for me, I 
could go somewhere,” said 
Zygmunt Kowalski, 89, a 
retired railway worker who 
moved to Warsaw a month 
after the Palace opened, 
and swam with his daughter 
in its pool as well as seeing 
films and concerts there. 

“Everything can be torn 
down, but let this stay for 
future generations, as proof 
of what once was ... the next 
generations will have evi-
dence that communism was 
here,” he said.
  The Palace still has four 
theatres, a large cinema 
and museums, and hosts 
exhibitions. The concert 
hall is being renovated.
  Some younger Warsaw 

residents focus less on the 
Palace’s political history 
than on its status as a War-
saw landmark. Karol Los, 
a 23-year-old student, said 
the Palace, now surrounded 
by modern skyscrapers, is 
inseparable from the city’s 
identity.
  “For me, it’s a symbol of 
Warsaw. I think young peo-
ple see it very differently 
than the older generation,” 

he said.
  Ukrainian architect Vale-
rii Shcherbak, 32, admires 
the palace’s architectural 
detail and its popularity 
with tourists. “This is his-
tory and we need to respect 
it,” he said, noting that 
many Soviet-era buildings 
in Ukraine have been de-
stroyed. “What happened 
in the past should be kept 
for history, not destroyed.”

EU and Chinese flags are seen in this illustration taken, March 20, 2025.

BEIJING--Expectations are 
rock-bottom for an EU-Chi-
na summit on Thursday that 
will test European resolve 
and unity as the bloc faces 
intense trade pressure from 
both Beijing and the United 
States, analysts say.
  European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen and European Coun-
cil President Antonio Costa 
plan to press Chinese lead-
ers on rare earths and the 
war in Ukraine, both areas 
of tension, during the sum-
mit in Beijing. There is little 
hope for headway, at a time 
both sides face major chal-
lenges sustaining economic 
growth and Europe strug-
gles to shore up support for 
Ukraine.
  The summit was shortened 
from two days to one due 
to a “scheduling conflict” 
raised by Chinese officials, 
two sources familiar with 
the planning told Reuters. 
A business roundtable that 
was meant to happen on 
the second day in the city of 
Hefei will now take place in 
Beijing, one of the sources 
said.
  Both sides may reach a 
modest joint statement on 
climate, one of the sources 
said, but no other tangible 
achievements are expected.
  In multiple recent speech-
es, von der Leyen has re-
vived hawkish China rheto-
ric, accusing China on July 
8 of “enabling Russia’s war 
economy” and flooding 

global markets with over-
capacity. “We know that we 
don’t see eye to eye with 
China on many issues, but 
we believe that it is essential 
to have this kind of very di-
rect and open and construc-
tive conversation,” said one 
EU official.
  The official and the sources 
declined to be identified as 
they were not authorised to 
speak to media. A spokes-
person for the European 
Commission referred to a 
statement announcing the 
summit, which said leaders 
would discuss ways of ensur-
ing “a more balanced, recip-
rocal and mutually benefi-
cial trade relationship.”
  In response to Reuters’ 
questions, the Chinese for-
eign ministry referred to a 

spokesperson’s statement 
on Monday. “Some people 
in Europe continue to ... 
exaggerate specific eco-
nomic and trade issues and 
make groundless accusa-
tions against China on the 
Ukraine issue, causing un-
necessary interference to 
China-EU relations,” its 
spokesperson said. 
  The 27-member European 
Union has also been negoti-
ating hard with Washington 
after U.S. President Don-
ald Trump threatened 30% 
tariffs on most EU exports 
from Aug. 1, with prospects 
for a broader trade deal fad-
ing.
  At the Beijing summit, 
China hopes to press the 
EU for a solution to its tar-
iffs on China-built electric 

vehicles, for which Beijing 
claims price commitment 
negotiations are in the “final 
stages”. But European offi-
cials say there has been little 
progress for months.
  Last week, China threat-
ened to respond to EU 
sanctions on two Chinese 
banks and five firms over the 
Ukraine war. Its commerce 
ministry said on Monday the 
sanctions “seriously harmed 
trade, economic and finan-
cial ties.”
  Other trade disputes are 
simmering in the back-
ground. China retaliated 
against EU restrictions on 
medical device procure-
ment with its own curbs on 
July 6, and slapped duties on 
French cognac producers.
  China’s exports to the EU 

grew in May while its U.S. 
exports plunged 34.5% in 
value terms the same month, 
sparking fears Chinese trade 
overcapacity is being divert-
ed to the bloc due to U.S. tar-
iffs on Chinese goods. There 
is also a growing sense that 
EU firms are collateral dam-
age for China’s rare earth 
export controls that primar-
ily targeted Washington but 
have disrupted European 
defence and automotive 
supply chains.
  In return for concessions 
on rare earths, China’s 
asks could include reviving 
a long-stalled investment 
agreement after Beijing 
lifted sanctions on Euro-
pean Parliament members 
in May, and pushing back on 
U.S. export curbs on Dutch 
firm ASML’s chipmaking 
equipment. China has raised 
both in the weeks leading up 
to the summit, two sources 
familiar with the matter 
said.
  “The mood is extremely 
pessimistic in Europe re-
garding the summit,” said 
Mathieu Duchatel, a direc-
tor at the Institut Montaigne 
think tank in Paris, adding 
that Washington rejected 
previous EU proposals for 
coordination on China pol-
icy. “There is a sense that 
the gloves are completely 
off on the Chinese side ... 
They sense the transatlantic 
relationship has weakened 
and are trying to seize the 
opportunity.”
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Polisario Front soldiers parade during celebrations for the 35th anniversary of the group’s 
independence movement for control of Western Sahara from Morocco in this file photo.

LONDON--A planned five-
day junior doctors’ strike in 
England will go ahead this 
week, their trade union an-
nounced on Tuesday, say-
ing health minister Wes 
Streeting had not gone far 
enough in negotiations 
over pay and conditions.
  Junior doctors, also known 
as resident doctors, had 
voted to strike following 
the government’s award of 
a 5.4% pay rise. The union 
argues this falls far short of 
the 29% needed to restore 
their earnings to 2008 lev-
els. The strikes will begin at 
0600 GMT on Friday.
  Talks with Streeting and 
government officials over 
the last few days to reach a 
compromise have not seen 
a breakthrough, the Brit-
ish Medical Association 
(BMA) said in a statement. 
  “What we have seen so 
far is a series of ‘no’s – no 

to movement on pay, no to 
student loan forgiveness, 
no to any credible move 
forwards,” BMA co-chairs 
Melissa Ryan and Ross 
Nieuwoudt said in a state-
ment. “What we need to 
see are some ways forward, 
some kind of positive ap-
proach to get us out of this 
dispute.”
  Streeting said the strikes 
would disrupt patient care 
and put additional pressure 
on the state-run National 
Health Service. “The BMA 
would have lost nothing 
by taking up the offer to 
postpone strike action to 
negotiate a package that 
would improve the working 
lives of resident doctors,” 
Streeting said in an emailed 
statement.
  The BMA co-chairs said 
their door remained open, 
but added “we don’t accept 
we can’t talk about pay.”

LISBON--Portugal joined 
other Western countries in 
expressing a positive view 
of Morocco’s autonomy 
proposal for the disputed 
Western Sahara region, 
after Portuguese Foreign 
Minister Paulo Rangel said 
on Tuesday the plan had a 
“serious and credible ba-
sis”.
  The dispute, dating back to 
1975, pits Morocco - which 
claims sovereignty over 
Western Sahara - against 
the Algeria-backed Polisa-
rio Front, which seeks an 
independent state there.

  Rangel showed support 
for the autonomy proposal, 
first presented by Moroc-
can King Mohammed VI to 
the United Nations in 2007, 
following a meeting in Lis-
bon with Moroccan Foreign 
Minister Nasser Bourita. 
The plan would establish a 
local legislative, executive, 
and judicial authority for 
Western Sahara elected by 
its residents, while Rabat 
would retain control over 
defence, foreign affairs, 
and religion.
  “Following movements 
made by France, Spain, 

Britain and others, Portugal 
considers that this ... will be 
the most serious basis for a 
solution, but always under 
the auspices of the U.N.,” 
Rangel later told reporters, 
falling short of recognising 
Morocco’s sovereignty over 
the territory.
  Jose Tomaz Castello Bran-
co, a professor of political 
science at Lisbon’s Catholic 
University, said Portugal’s 
position was “quite dip-
lomatic, reasonable, and 
opens the door to a future 
formal recognition of Mo-
rocco’s sovereignty”.
  “However, the Portuguese 
government is reserving 
room to maneuver to de-
cide in the future, not com-
mitting completely yet,” he 
said, adding that Lisbon’s 
position should always be 
“carefully considered be-
cause Morocco is also Por-
tugal’s neighbour.”
  During a high-level meet-
ing in 2023, Portugal’s pre-
vious Socialist government 
had already formalised its 
view of Morocco’s pro-
posal as “realistic, serious 
and credible”, but Rangel’s 
comments cemented the 
current centre-right gov-
ernment’s position.
  In 1976, following Spain’s 
withdrawal from what was 
until then its colony, the 
Polisario Front proclaimed 
the Sahrawi Arab Demo-
cratic Republic as a govern-
ment-in-exile, based on the 
right to self-determination.
  France and Spain have 
also backed the autonomy 
proposal, with Madrid in 
2022 formally describing it 
as “the most serious, real-
istic and credible” frame-
work for resolving the dis-
pute.

Adham carries the body of his nephew, six-week-old infant Yousef al-Safadi, who died of 
starvation according to health officials, at Shifa hospital in Gaza City on Tuesday.

LONDON--More than 100 
largely aid and rights groups 
on Wednesday called for 
governments to take action 
as hunger spreads in Gaza, 
including by demanding an 
immediate and permanent 
ceasefire and the lifting of 
all restrictions on the flow 
of humanitarian aid.
  In a statement signed by 
111 organizations, includ-
ing Mercy Corps, the Nor-
wegian Refugee Council 
and Refugees Internation-
al, the groups warned that 
mass starvation was spread-
ing across the enclave even 
as tons of food, clean water, 
medical supplies and other 
items sit untouched just 
outside Gaza as humani-
tarian organizations are 
blocked from accessing or 
delivering them.
  “As the Israeli govern-

ment’s siege starves the 
people of Gaza, aid work-
ers are now joining the 
same food lines, risking be-
ing shot just to feed their 
families. With supplies now 
totally depleted, humani-
tarian organisations are 
witnessing their own col-
leagues and partners waste 
away before their eyes,” the 
organizations said. “The 
Government of Israel’s re-
strictions, delays, and frag-
mentation under its total 
siege have created chaos, 
starvation, and death.”
  The organizations called 
for governments to demand 
that all bureaucratic and 
administrative restrictions 
be lifted, all land crossings 
be opened, access to every-
one across Gaza to be en-
sured and for the rejection 
of military-controlled dis-

tribution and a restoration 
of a “principled, UN-led 
humanitarian response.”
  “States must pursue con-
crete measures to end the 
siege, such as halting the 
transfer of weapons and 
ammunition.”
  Israel, which controls all 
supplies entering Gaza, 
denies it is responsible for 
shortages of food. More 
than 800 people have been 
killed in recent weeks try-
ing to reach food, mostly 
in mass shootings by Israeli 
soldiers posted near Gaza 
Humanitarian Foundation 
distribution centers. The 
foundation, backed by the 
United States, has been 
fiercely criticized by hu-
manitarian organizations, 
including the United Na-
tions, for an alleged lack of 
neutrality.

KYIV--Ukraine has tough-
ened restrictions on two anti-
corruption agencies at the 
centre of the government’s 
reform drive, rolling back 
their autonomy in favour of 
tighter executive control.
  Stamping out endemic graft 
is a requirement for Kyiv to 
join the European Union as 
well as to secure billions in 
Western aid. Independent 
investigators have in recent 
months embarrassed senior 
officials with allegations of 
corruption.
  Amendments passed on 
Tuesday grant the general 
prosecutor, appointed by the 
president, strict control over 
the National Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau of Ukraine and 
the Specialised Anti-Corrup-
tion Prosecutor’s Office, sev-

eral lawmakers said. The vote 
drew sharp criticism from the 
heads of both agencies and a 
top EU official, and spurred 
the largest public protests 
since Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022.
  The vote came a day af-
ter Kyiv’s domestic security 
agency arrested two NABU 
officials on suspicion of ties 
to Russia and conducted 
sweeping searches into 
agency employees on other 
grounds. Critics and the two 
agencies said the crackdown 
went too far.
  President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy, whose party holds a 
majority in parliament, ap-
proved the amendments late 
on Tuesday. The changes 
would allow the general 
prosecutor to transfer cases 

from the agencies and reas-
sign prosecutors.
  In his nightly video address, 
issued well after midnight, 
Zelenskiy said he had spo-
ken to NABU chief Semen 
Kryvonos and other top 
prosecutors. Anti-corruption 
bodies, he said, would con-
tinue to function “but with-
out any Russian influence. It 
all must be cleansed.
  “There must be more jus-
tice. Of course, NABU and 
SAPO will continue their 
work,” he said. “It’s also 
important that the prosecu-
tor general be committed to 
ensuring real accountability 
for those who break the law. 
This is what Ukraine truly 
needs.”
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People wade through water as they carry relief supplies amid severe flooding in Feni, Ban-
gladesh, August 25, 2024.

Ahn Gyeong-Bun, whose restaurant and house were destroyed in the aftermath of torrential 
rain, reacts next to the collapsed building, in Gapyeong, South Korea July 21, 2025.

GENEVA--The World 
Health Organization 
issued an urgent call 
for action on Tuesday 
to prevent a repeat 
of an epidemic of the 
mosquito-borne chi-
kungunya virus that 
swept the globe two 
decades ago, as new 
outbreaks linked to the 
Indian Ocean region 
spread to Europe and 
other continents.
  An estimated 5.6 bil-
lion people live in ar-
eas across 119 coun-
tries at risk from the 
virus, which can cause 
high fever, joint pain 
and long-term disabil-
ity, Diana Rojas Alva-
rez, a medical officer 
at the WHO, told re-
porters in Geneva.
  “We are seeing history 
repeating itself,” she 
said, drawing parallels 
to the 2004-2005 epi-
demic, which affected 
nearly half a million 
people, primarily in 
small island territo-
ries, before spreading 
around the world.
  The current surge be-
gan in early 2025, with 
major outbreaks in the 
same Indian Ocean is-
lands which were pre-
viously hit, including 
La Reunion, Mayotte 
and Mauritius. An esti-
mated one-third of La 
Reunion’s population 
has already been in-
fected, Rojas Alvarez 
said. The virus is now 
spreading to countries 
such as Madagascar, 
Somalia and Kenya, 
and has shown epi-
demic transmission in 
Southeast Asia, includ-
ing India.
  Of particular concern 
is the increasing num-
ber of imported cases 
and recent local trans-
mission within Europe. 
There have been ap-
proximately 800 im-
ported chikungunya 
cases in continental 
France since May 1, 
Rojas Alvarez said.
  Twelve local trans-
mission episodes have 
been detected in sever-
al southern French re-
gions, meaning individ-
uals were infected by 
local mosquitoes with-
out having travelled to 
endemic areas. A case 
was also detected last 
week in Italy.

SEOUL--South Korea’s 
President Lee Jae Myung 
declared six districts as spe-
cial disaster zones on Tues-
day after days of torrential 
rains left a trail of destruc-
tion in parts of the country.
  The wet weather has now 
subsided, though media 
reports said heavy rain-
fall was drenching parts of 
North Korea.
  Around 19 people have 
died and nine were still 
missing in South Korea as 
of Tuesday morning, while 
2,549 people were still dis-
placed, the Ministry of the 
Interior and Safety said. 
Around 3,776 facilities, in-
cluding homes, shops and 

factories, needing to be 
cleared of water, debris and 
earth, the ministry added.
  President Lee’s decla-
ration of special disaster 
zones - including in Gap-
eyeong on the outskirts of 
Seoul - gave authorities 
access to emergency ad-
ministrative and financial 
support to aid victims. He 
earlier told public officials 
to “spare no effort” in the 
search for missing people.
  The president’s approval 
rating slipped to 62.2% 
from 64.6% in a survey con-
ducted last week during the 
rains, according to pollster 
Realmeter.

NEW DELHI--India needs 
to invest more than $2.4 
trillion by 2050 to build 
climate-resilient urban in-
frastructure, as its fast-ex-
panding cities face growing 
challenges from extreme 
weather events linked to 
climate change, the World 
Bank said on Tuesday.
  The number of Indians 
living in cities is projected 
to nearly double to 951 
million by 2050 from 480 
million in 2020. But erratic 
rainfall, heatwaves, and ris-
ing sea levels are leaving 
urban areas in the world’s 
most populous nation in-
creasingly vulnerable, the 
bank said in a report.
  Without large-scale in-
vestments in housing, 
transport, water, and waste 
management systems, India 
will face escalating costs 
from weather-related dam-
age, said the report entitled 
“Towards Resilient and 
Prosperous Cities in India”.
  “Cities need to become 

more resilient if people liv-
ing in those cities are going 
to be safe,” Auguste Tano 
Kouame, the World Bank’s 
country director for India, 
said at the launch of the re-
port, which was prepared in 
collaboration with India’s 
urban development minis-
try.
  Urban flooding already 
causes an estimated $4 bil-
lion in annual losses in In-
dia, the report found. That 
figure is projected to rise 
to $5 billion by 2030 and as 
much as $30 billion by 2070 
without remedial action.
  The report’s estimates 
based on conservative ur-
ban population growth put 
India’s investment needs 
at $2.4 trillion by 2050 and 
$10.9 trillion by 2070, with 
those projections increas-
ing to $2.8 trillion and $13.4 
trillion respectively if the 
population is moderately 
urbanised. “Timely actions 
can avert billions of an-
nual damages and losses in 

flooding and extreme heat 
while investing in resilient 
and efficient municipal in-
frastructure and services,” 
the report said.
  India currently spends 
about 0.7% of its gross do-
mestic product on urban 
infrastructure, well below 
global benchmarks, and 
must significantly scale up 
public and private financ-
ing, the World Bank report 
said.
  Federal, state and mu-
nicipal governments must 
coordinate to improve 
project financing and pro-
vide climate-linked fiscal 
transfers. And India must 
increase partnerships with 
the private sector in areas 
including energy-efficient 
water supply, sanitation, 
solid waste management, 
and green buildings, it said.
  Private finance currently 
accounts for just 5% of ur-
ban infrastructure invest-
ment, the report said.

B A N G KO K- -T h a i l a n d 
has accused Cambodia of 
placing landmines in a dis-
puted border area after 
three soldiers were injured, 
but Phnom Penh denied 
the claim and said the sol-
diers had veered off agreed 
routes and triggered a mine 
left behind from decades of 
war.
  Thai authorities said the 
three soldiers were injured, 
with one losing a foot, by a 
landmine while on a patrol 
on July 16 on the Thai side 
of the disputed border area 
between Ubon Ratchathani 
and Cambodia’s Preah Vi-
hear province.
  Cambodia’s foreign min-
istry denied that new mines 
had been planted, and said 
in a statement on Monday 
night that the Thai soldiers 
deviated from agreed patrol 
routes into Cambodian ter-
ritory and into areas that 
contain unexploded land-
mines. The country is lit-
tered with landmines laid 
during decades of war.
  “The Royal Government 
of Cambodia categorically 
denies these baseless and 
unfounded allegations,” the 
ministry said. It added the 
country was fully committed 
to the Ottawa Convention, 
an international agreement 
banning antipersonnel land-
mines.
  On Monday, the Thai army 
said that 10 freshly laid 
Russian-made PMN-2 type 
landmines, which are not 
used or stockpiled by Thai-
land, were found between 
July 18 and July 20 in ar-
eas near where the soldiers 
were injured.
  “This is a clear violation of 
the sovereignty and territo-

rial integrity of the Kingdom 
of Thailand and an outright 
breach of principles that 
are fundamental to interna-
tional law,” Maratee Nalita 
Andamo, deputy spokes-
person for the Thai Foreign 
Ministry, said on Monday in 
Bangkok.
  Figures from the Cambo-
dia Mine Action Centre, 
which estimates there are 
still 4 to 6 million landmines 
scattered across the coun-
try, show five people were 
killed and a dozen injured 
by mines and unexploded 
ordnance in Cambodia in 
the first four months of 
2025. The area where the 
Thai soldiers were injured 
is near where a Cambodian 
soldier was killed in May af-
ter a brief exchange of gun-
fire between troops on both 
sides.
  The shooting has since 
flared into a broader dip-
lomatic dispute between 
the Southeast Asian neigh-
bours that has destabilised 
the Thai government and 
seen the Prime Minister 
suspended from office. 
Thailand said it will issue a 
formal condemnation and 
call for accountability from 
Cambodia for breaching 
the landmine treaty, and the 
army will also increase vigi-
lance during border patrols.
  Cambodia said the land-
mine incident showed the 
need for both countries to 
settle the border dispute at 
the International Court of 
Justice. Bangkok has previ-
ously said it has never recog-
nised the court’s jurisdiction 
on the issue and prefers to 
settle the dispute through 
bilateral mechanisms
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Engines assembled as they make their way through the assembly line at the General Motors 
(GM) manufacturing plant in Spring Hill, Tennessee, U.S. 

DETROIT--General Mo-
tors’ second-quarter earn-
ings took a $1.1-billion hit 
from tariffs, but the auto-
maker still beat analyst ex-
pectations for the period 
on Tuesday, supported by 
strong sales of its core gaso-
line trucks and SUVs.
  The largest U.S. auto-
maker by sales said it ex-
pects the tariff impact to 
worsen in the third quarter 
and stuck to a previous esti-
mate that trade headwinds 
threaten to hit the bottom 
line by $4 billion to $5 bil-
lion this year. GM said it 
could take steps to mitigate 
at least 30% of that impact. 
Shares fell 8%.
  The automaker’s revenue 
in the quarter ended June 
30 fell nearly 2% to about 
$47 billion from a year ago. 
Its quarterly adjusted earn-
ings per share fell to $2.53 
compared with $3.06 a year 
earlier. Analysts on average 
expected adjusted profit of 
$2.44 per share, according 

to data compiled by LSEG. 
Its adjusted earnings before 
interest and taxes fell 32% 
to $3 billion.
  GM was among corpora-
tions that revised annual 
guidance due to the impact 
from U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s tariffs, lower-
ing it to an annual adjusted 
core profit of between $10 
billion and $12.5 billion. 
The company on Tuesday 
stood by that forecast.
  CFRA Research analyst 
Garrett Nelson wrote in a 
Tuesday morning note that 
one of the reasons shares 
dropped was because inves-
tors were disappointed the 
automaker did not raise 
guidance.
  Beyond tariffs, GM’s un-
derlying business in the 
quarter was solid. Sales in 
the U.S. market – its main 
source of profit – rose 7%, 
while the company contin-
ued to command strong 
pricing on its pickup trucks 
and SUVs. GM swung back 

to a small profit in China, 
after losing money there a 
year earlier.
  Analysts said GM may 
need to cut investment in 
future projects or find oth-
er ways to trim spending to 
offset the effect of tariffs. 
The automaker is so far 
keeping pricing consistent 
and absorbing added tariff 
costs rather than passing 
them on to customers.
  Jeep-maker Stellantis on 

Monday warned that tariffs 
would significantly affect 
results in the second half of 
2025, and said tariffs cost 
it about 300 million euros 
in the first half of the year. 
Shares of Ford Motor Fell 
about 1% on Tuesday, and 
U.S.-traded shares of Stel-
lantis edged up less than 
1%.
  GM took several steps in 
recent months to bolster 
its combustion-engine op-

erations through increased 
investment in its U.S. fac-
tory base, calling into ques-
tion its goal of ending the 
production of gas-powered 
cars and trucks by 2035. 
“Despite slower EV indus-
try growth, we believe the 
long-term future is profit-
able electric vehicle pro-
duction, and this continues 
to be our north star,” GM 
CEO Mary Barra told ana-
lysts Tuesday.

WASHINGTON/TOKYO-
-President Donald Trump 
on Tuesday said the U.S. and 
Japan had struck a trade deal 
that includes a lower 15% 
tariff that will be levied on 
U.S. imports from the coun-
try, including autos.
  In a post on Truth Social, 
Trump said the deal would 
include $550 billion of Japa-
nese investments in the Unit-
ed States. He also said that 
Japan would increase market 
access to American produc-
ers of cars, trucks, rice and 
certain agricultural products, 

among other items.
  Trump’s post made no 
mention of easing tariffs on 
Japanese motor vehicles, 
which account for more than 
a quarter of all the country’s 
exports to the United States 
and are subject to a 25% tar-
iff. But NHK reported that 
the deal lowers the auto tar-
iff to 15%, citing a Japanese 
government official.
  “This is a very exciting time 
for the United States of 
America, and especially for 
the fact that we will continue 
to always have a great rela-
tionship with the Country of 
Japan,” Trump said on the 
social media platform.
  Japan is the most significant 
of the clutch of deals Trump 
has struck so far, with two-
way trade in goods between 
the two superpowers totaling 
nearly $230 billion in 2024, 
and Japan running a trade 
surplus of nearly $70 billion. 
Japan is the fifth-largest U.S. 
trading partner in goods, 
U.S. Census Bureau data 
show.
  The announcement sent 
stocks in Japan higher, led 
by big gains in automakers as 
Honda, Toyota and Nissan all 
gained 6% or more, and U.S. 
equity index futures gained 
ground. The yen strength-
ened against the dollar.
  Reuters could not immedi-
ately confirm the elements 
of the deal announced by 
Trump, and details were 
scant. The White House did 
not immediately respond to 
a request for additional de-
tails.
  Speaking early on Wednes-
day in Tokyo, Japanese 
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishi-
ba said he had received an 
initial report from his trade 
negotiator in Washington but 
declined to comment on the 
specifics of the negotiation. 

U.S. Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell chats during a break at the Federal Reserve’s 
Integrated Review of the Capital Framework for Large Banks Conference in Washington, D.C., 
U.S., on Tuesday.

WASHINGTON--U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve Chair Jerome 
Powell is a “numbskull” 
who has kept interest rates 
too high, but he will be out 
in eight months, President 
Donald Trump said at a news 
conference on Tuesday.
  “I think he’s done a bad 
job, but he’s going to be out 
pretty soon anyway. In eight 
months, he’ll be out,” he said 
from a meeting at the White 
House with Philippine Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
  Powell’s term as Fed chair 
runs through May 15, and 
he has repeatedly said he 
will not leave the post early. 
Eight months would mean 

Powell would remain in 
place until mid-March; it 
was not immediately clear 
why Trump picked that time 
frame.
  Trump has been hammer-
ing at Powell for months for 
not cutting rates and has 
frequently raised the pos-
sibility of ousting him, while 
also saying that firing him 
would be “unlikely.” Lately, 
the White House has intensi-
fied Trump’s pressure cam-
paign, launching a review 
of the Fed’s renovation of 
two buildings in Washington 
which they say are inappro-
priately lavish and may not 
have followed planning pro-

tocols, charges that the Fed 
vigorously rejects. Treasury 
Secretary Scott Bessent on 
Tuesday repeated his call for 
a “big internal investigation” 
of the Fed’s non-monetary 
policy operations.
  Economists warn that efforts 
to push the Fed to loosen 
monetary policy could actu-
ally have the opposite effect. 
They point to hyperinflation 
in countries from Argentina 
to Zimbabwe as examples 
of what can happen when 
politicians exert influence 
on central bank rate-setting. 
Some see evidence in finan-
cial markets that the Trump 
administration’s constant at-

tacks on Powell are eroding 
confidence in the Fed’s abil-
ity to achieve its dual goals of 
price stability and maximum 
employment.
  “Market participants seem 
to agree that the risk to Fed 
independence is rising,” 
Goldman Sachs economist 
Jan Hatzius wrote late on 
Monday, pointing to a rise 
in longer-term inflation ex-
pectations as captured in 
5-year 5-year forward infla-
tion swaps, which measure 
expected inflation over five 
years beginning five years 
out.
  “A further increase could 
make Fed officials more re-
luctant to cut,” Hatzius said.
  If inflation expectations 
rise, the thinking goes, actual 
inflation is likely to follow. 
Powell and other Fed offi-
cials believe that longer-term 
inflation expectations remain 
stable, but they say they are 
watching nearer-term mea-
sures closely, particularly 
with tariffs likely to increase 
upward price pressures as 
companies pass on more of 
the costs to consumers.
  “Efforts by the administra-
tion to push the (Fed) into 
an accommodative monetary 
policy stance that would not 
be justified by macroeco-
nomic conditions would like-
ly backfire with higher long-
term rates, higher inflation 
expectations, and ultimately 
the need for a tighter mon-
etary policy stance,” Barclays 
economists wrote on Tues-

day.
  On Tuesday Trump re-
peated his view that the 
policy rate should be 3 per-
centage points lower than it 
is now. The central bank’s 
policy-setting Federal Open 
Market Committee is nearly 
universally expected to leave 
the policy rate in its current 
range of 4.25%-4.50% when 
it meets next week, as policy-
makers wait to see how infla-
tion and employment react 
to tariffs.
  “Our economy is so strong 
now, blowing through every-
thing. We’re setting records,” 
Trump said on Tuesday. “But 
you know what? People 
aren’t able to buy a house be-
cause this guy is a numbskull. 
He keeps the rates too high, 

and is probably doing it for 
political reasons.”
  Mortgage rates had in-
creased last year even as the 
Fed cut its policy rates by a 
total of 1 percentage point, 
tracking U.S. Treasury yields, 
which surged amid economic 
resilience and worries about 
Trump’s proposed policies.
  Bessent, at the same meet-
ing, raised a different com-
plaint against the Fed. “The 
Fed has had big mission 
creep, and that’s where a 
lot of the spending is go-
ing,” Bessent said. “That’s 
where, why they’re building 
these new, or refurbishing 
these buildings, and I think 
they have got to stay in their 
lane.”
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Grand Cherokee V8, Over Land, 
year 2015, colour: black, fully 
loaded, 22 inch rims, 20 inch fac-
tory rims, sun roof, cream interior. 
Asking $16,500. Good condition. 
Phone:+1(721)556-0233

Land Rover 2010, gasoline, in 
mint condition, 6 cylinder, approxi-
mately 60k miles, price $3,200. As 
is. Contact: 553-8299.

Little Bay Hill great view 4120m2. 
$650.000. Cole Bay panarama 
view 1000m2 with building permit 
for 8 condos & 3 studios $300.000. 
Call: 520-1948 / 0690-22-67-68.

Cay Hill: Spacious unfurnished 
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, wash-
room, stand alone house, newly 
renovated for rent. Available imme-
diately  . $1850 per month. 1 Month 
deposit. Contact: +1(721)553-8299 
/ +1(721)553-0001.

Cole Bay: ManJack area 2 bed-
room apartment in a new build-
ing, large living room, nice kitchen, 
bathroom, terrace, laundry, parking, 
nice view. $1200.US /montly and 1 
month deposit. Phone:1(721)554-
9629/+1(721)587-5978.

For rent: Newly renovated, newly 
furnished, Pelican Key: One bed-
room apartment $1350. Per month. 
Studio apartment newly renovated, 
newly furnished. $1050. Per month. 
Call:587-4464 or 520-4464.

the Caribbean (EPIC) is 
seeking a Project Manager. 
Send CV and contact info for 
three references to 
j o b s @ e p i c i s l a n d s . o r g . 
Further information on our 
blog at https://
epicislands.org/. 

is looking for the following 
positions. Cook: Specialize in 
meat temperture. Mechanic: 
Familiar with ATV and bug-
gies. Experienced waiter.
Email:jeniferbix@gmail.com
Whatsapp:+1(721)550-4563.

Hospitality 
Services N.V. has vacancy 
for office administrators and 
cleaners (male & female). 
Call for more info. Email: 
Info@spic-and-span.net OR 
call: +1 (721) 543-0728/ 587-
2727.

Looking for a Caretaker for an 
elderly person, preferably a patient 
christian with experience. Possibil-
ity for room and board. Available as 
per August 1st or immediately. Tel: 
+1 (721)522-5251.

Business

A man talks on a phone in front of an Apple logo.

B R U S S E L S - -A p p l e ’ s 
changes to its App Store 
rules and fees will likely 
secure the green light from 
EU antitrust regulators, 
people with direct knowl-
edge of the matter said, a 
move that would stave off 
potentially hefty daily fines 
for the iPhone maker.
  The company last month 
said developers will pay 
a 20% processing fee for 
purchases made via the 
App Store, though the fees 
could go as low as 13% for 
Apple’s small-business pro-
gramme.
  Developers who send cus-
tomers outside the App 
Store for payment will pay 
a fee between 5% and 15%. 
They will also be able to use 
as many links as they wish 

to send users to outside 
forms of payment.
  Apple made the changes 
after the EU antitrust en-
forcer handed it a 500 mil-
lion euro ($586.7 million) 
fine in April, saying its 
technical and commercial 
restrictions prevented app 
developers from steer-
ing users to cheaper deals 
outside the App Store in 
breach of the Digital Mar-
kets Act. The company was 
given 60 days to scrap the 
restraints to comply with 
the DMA aimed at reining 
in Big Tech and giving rivals 
more room to compete.
  The European Commis-
sion is expected to approve 
the changes in the coming 
weeks, although the tim-
ing could still change, the 

people said. “All options 
remain on the table. We 
are still assessing Apple’s 
proposed changes,” the EU 
watchdog said.
  Apple did not immedi-
ately respond to a request 

for comment. The compa-
ny earlier this month said 
it had implemented the 
changes to avoid punitive 
daily fines, while criticising 
the Commission for man-
dating how it runs its store.

  The company could have 
been hit with daily fines 
of 5% of its average daily 
worldwide revenue, or 
about 50 million euros per 
day.

People shop for groceries at a store in New York City, U.S., July 15, 2025. 

NEW YORK--Joseph Lavor-
gna, counselor to Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent, believes 
tariffs are not inflationary and 
says economists who have been 
predicting that prices would 
rise due to President Donald 
Trump’s import duties are 
wrong.
  Where many such economists 
saw effects of tariffs in con-
sumer price inflation data last 
week, Lavorgna was not per-
suaded. Economists had been 
predicting tariffs would show 
up in numbers month after 
month, but the data in aggre-
gate has remained muted, he 
said.
  “Almost every economist has 
gotten it wrong,” Lavorgna told 
Reuters, and added that he and 
his colleagues in the admin-
istration felt that mainstream 
economists’ analyses had been 
clouded by political bias.
  At any rate, he said, inflation 
is a perpetual rise in prices, 
rather than a one-time in-
crease in price levels. “To the 
extent there is a negative effect 
-- which we have yet to see -- it 
would be a one-off price level 
adjustment,” he said.
  Lavorgna’s comments under-
score how a debate over infla-
tion is once again turning on 
the question of whether any 
price rise from Trump’s tariffs 
would be fleeting or not. It’s 
an echo of what happened af-
ter the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when the Fed thought inflation 
was transitory – and it turned 
out not to be.
  Now, while some administra-
tion officials and Fed governors 
expect any impact from tariffs 
to be temporary, other econo-
mists and market participants 
remain convinced that the 
president’s conventional wis-
dom-defying policy could lead 
to bad outcomes, like slower 

growth and inflation. 
  These people want to see 
more data as they argue that 
there are still many unknowns 
around inflation – it could rise 
in the coming months as much 
uncertainty remains around 
what the final tariffs would be; 
price increases could spill to 
other areas; and tariffs could 
cause inflation expectations to 
rise. There are also many un-
knowns about the eventual im-
pact of the import duties – and 
other administration policies 
like those on immigration – on 
the economy.
  “Even if you think of this as 
a one-time increase in costs, 
what is more likely to happen is 
that firms are not going to pass 
it on all at once,” said Alberto 
Cavallo, a Harvard Univer-
sity professor who has built a 
model to track the price impact 
of tariffs. “They’re going to do 
it gradually. And that gradual-
ness tends to push inflation up-

ward for a significant amount 
of time.”
  Reuters reporters have devel-
oped a tracker to see how com-
panies are responding to tariffs.
 What happens with inflation 
is of immense importance all 
around -- to global markets, 
investors and consumers, who 
endured hardship as easy 
monetary policies and supply 
chain disruptions following 
the COVID-19 pandemic led 
to inflation levels not seen in 
more than a generation. Un-
happiness with high prices was 
as one of the reasons behind 
Trump winning the presidential 
elections.
  Trump has directed his ire 
over the disagreement on rates 
most intensely against Jay Pow-
ell, the Federal Reserve chair, 
leading some investors to worry 
about the independence of the 
central bank. With Trump call-
ing for the central bank to cut 
rates by as much as 3 percent-

age points while the economy is 
still holding up, the risk, some 
economists and investors say, 
is that such a stimulus would 
bring a repeat of what hap-
pened after the pandemic.
  “It makes sense for the Fed-
eral Reserve to wait and see be-
fore they make a big decision,” 
Cavallo said.
  Cavallo’s research, which is 
updated frequently to account 
for the changes in Trump’s 
tariff levels, analyzes pricing 
on the websites of four large 
U.S. retailers. As of July 14, 
the analysis found “rapid pric-
ing responses, though their 
magnitude remains modest 
relative to the announced tariff 
rates and varies by country of 
origin.”
  The findings echo other at-
tempts to unpack what’s hap-
pening behind aggregate infla-
tion numbers. A paper in May 
by Fed economists dug inside a 
closely watched inflation gauge 

called PCE. It showed tariffs 
on Chinese imports in Febru-
ary and March had already af-
fected consumer prices.
   The administration, too, has 
done its own analyses and pub-
lished a counterview to these 
findings earlier this month. 
Using techniques similar to 
the Fed paper, the Council of 
Economic Advisers, the White 
House’s think-tank, found that 
prices of imported goods had 
fallen this year. None of the pa-
pers provide a comprehensive 
view of what’s happening, how-
ever, and acknowledge various 
limitations of their findings.
  The debate over the effect of 
tariffs is also starting to divide 
Fed officials. Fed Governor 
Chris Waller, who is seen as a 
potential candidate to succeed 
Powell, for example, favors a 
rate cut at the July meeting 
because he feels the tariffs are 
likely to have a limited impact 
on inflation, and he is con-
cerned the economy and pri-
vate sector hiring are starting 
to slow. Others, like New York 
Fed President John Williams, 
have professed caution, saying 
it was still early days. 
  “Comments coming from Fed 
officials suggest that the FOMC 
is cleaving,” Thierry Wizman, 
Global FX & Rates strategist 
at Macquarie Group, wrote 
in a note on Friday, referring 
to the central bank panel that 
sets monetary policy. Should it 
persist, it could “evolve into a 
split along political lines, with 
one side swayed by political 
motives, and the need to ac-
commodate fiscal policy, at the 
expense of adherence to the 
price stability mandate.”
  “This would contribute to 
U.S. yield-curve steepening,” 
Wizman wrote.
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A man inspects a Lada car produced by the Russian auto-
mobile maker AvtoVAZ, displayed for sale at a dealership in 
Saint Petersburg, Russia, on Tuesday.

A drone view shows construction personnel working on a multi-home residential project by 
Shea Homes in Encinitas, California, U.S. July 21, 2025. 

WAS H I N GT O N - - U . S . 
President Donald Trump 
said on Tuesday his ad-
ministration is considering 
removing taxes on capital 
gains on home sales.
  “If the Fed would lower 
the rates, we wouldn’t even 
have to do that,” Trump 
told reporters in the Oval 
Office. “But we are think-
ing about no tax on capital 
gains on houses.”
  Profits from the sale of 
homes, like other assets, 
are now subject to capital 
gains taxes, although there 
are large deductions for 
sales of primary residences. 

Republican Representative 
Marjorie Taylor Greene 
interpreted Trump’s com-
ments as a show of support 
for a bill she’s proposed 
called the No Tax on Home 
Sales Act, which would 
eliminate the federal capi-
tal gains tax on the sale of 
primary residences.
  “Thank you, President 
Trump, for supporting my 
No Tax on Home Sales 
Act!” Greene said in a post 
on X.
  “You worked for it. You 
should keep it. Let’s get 
this bill passed!” Greene 
said.

  Congress recently passed 
legislation that made per-
manent broad tax cuts 
passed in 2017 during 
Trump’s first presiden-
cy. The bill also fulfilled 
Trump’s campaign promis-
es to include new tax breaks 
for tips, overtime pay, se-
niors and auto loans.
  Trump’s political oppo-
nents say the measures 
will mainly help the rich 
and add trillions of dollars 
to U.S. national debt, only 
partially offset by deep cuts 
to healthcare and other 
benefits for the poor.

HELSINKI--Finland’s Nokia 
lowered its guidance for 2025 
comparable operating profit 
on Tuesday by up to 310 mil-
lion euros ($364.10 million), 
citing the impact of a weaker 
U.S. dollar and tariffs.
  “Considering currency and 
tariff headwinds, which are 
outside its (Nokia’s) control 
and have transpired since its 
Q1 results, the company feels 
it is prudent at this point to 
lower its operating profit 
outlook range,” Nokia said 
in a statement.
  The network equipment 
maker now expects 2025 
comparable operating profit 
to range from 1.6 billion to 
2.1 billion euros instead of 
previously estimated 1.9-2.4 
billion.
  It added currency fluctua-
tions, particularly the weaker 
dollar, would lower the out-
look by around 230 million 
euros while tariffs would 
have an impact of 50-80 mil-
lion euros.
  After years of weakness, 
Nokia’s sales in North 
America have been growing 
steadily despite losing mar-
ket share to Nordic rival Er-
icsson. Nokia said its April-
June comparable operating 
profit was 0.3 billion euros, 
a 32% drop compared to last 
year.
  In April, Nokia reported 
first-quarter profit below 
market expectations.

WASHINGTON--Global 
current account balances 
widened sharply in 2024, 
reversing a narrowing un-
der way since the global fi-
nancial crisis of 2008-2009, 
the International Monetary 
Fund said on Tuesday, 
warning that tariffs were 
not the answer.
  In its annual External Sec-
tor Report, which assesses 
imbalances in the 30 largest 
economies, the IMF noted 
that external surpluses or 
deficits were not necessar-
ily a problem, but could 
cause risks if they became 
excessive. It said prolonged 
domestic imbalances, con-
tinued fiscal policy uncer-
tainty, and escalating trade 
tensions could deteriorate 
global risk sentiment and 
elevate financial stress, 
hurting both debtor and 
creditor nations.
  The report took aim at U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s 
imposition of higher im-
port tariffs against nearly 
every trading partner, 
which his administration 
says is aimed at increas-
ing revenues and righting 
longstanding trade deficits. 
“A further escalation of 
the trade war would have 
significant macroeconomic 
effects,” it said, noting that 
higher tariffs would reduce 
global demand in the short 
term and add to inflation-
ary pressures through rising 
import prices.
  Rising geopolitical ten-
sions could also trigger 

shifts in the international 
monetary system (IMS), 
which in turn could under-
mine financial stability, it 
said.
  This year’s report, based 
on 2024 data, showed the 
widening of global current 
account balances was due 
largely to increased excess 
balances in the world’s 
three largest economies - 
the United States, China 
and the euro area. The 
deficit in the United States 
widened by $228 billion to 
$1.13 trillion or 1% of glob-
al gross domestic product 
(GDP), while China’s sur-
plus increased by $161 bil-
lion to $424 billion and the 
euro surpluses expanded by 
$198 billion to $461 billion.
  In an accompanying 
blog, IMF chief economist 
Pierre-Olivier Gourinchas 
said excessive surpluses or 
deficits stemmed from do-
mestic distortions, such as 
overly loose fiscal policy 
in deficit countries and in-
sufficient safety nets that 
caused excessive precau-
tionary savings in surplus 
countries.
  Changes aimed at these 
domestic drivers - not tar-
iffs - were needed, he said. 
That meant China should 
focus on boosting con-
sumption, Europe should 
spend more on infrastruc-
ture and the U.S. needed to 
reduce large public deficits 
and rein in fiscal spending, 
he said.

MOSCOW--Russia’s largest 
carmaker Avtovaz said on 
Tuesday it may cut its work-
ing week to four days from 
five in September, a rare 
move from a major state-
owned employer, as high 
interest rates and competi-
tion from China squeeze its 
sales.
  Avtovaz’s plight mirrors 
the wider economic down-
turn facing Russia as growth 
slows after two years of 
overheating fuelled by soar-
ing defence spending on the 
war in Ukraine. Economy 
Minister Maxim Reshet-
nikov warned last month 
that Russia’s economy was 
on the brink of recession.
  Avtovaz, struggling to find 
enough buyers for its ve-
hicles, said last month that 
it expects Russians to buy 
25% fewer cars this year. Its 
own sales fell by exactly that 
amount to 155,481 units in 
the first six months, accord-
ing to data provider Auto-
stat.
  The company has blamed 

the central bank’s high in-
terest rate, which reduces 
appetite for car loans and 
raises production costs. The 
bank has also come under 
fire from firms in other sec-
tors from oil to construction 
and metals, with steelmaker 
Severstal CHMF.MM the 
latest to blame plunging 
profits on high borrowing 
costs.
  After keeping its key rate at 
a more than 20-year high for 
several months, the central 
bank has now started trim-
ming borrowing costs and is 
widely expected to cut rates 
by 200 basis points to 18% 
on Friday. “We are talking 
about the high key rate and 
tougher demands from the 
regulator for borrowers on 
car loans,” Avtovaz said in a 
statement.
  The volume of car loans in 
Russia dropped by 46% in 
the first half of this year due 
to a rate hike in late 2024, 
state-owned bank VTB esti-

mated this month.  “In ad-
dition, a significant number 
of cars have been imported 
into Russia, with imported 
brands pursuing a policy of 
price dumping,” Avtovaz 
said.
  Importers are struggling to 
sell around 400,000 import-
ed new cars, it said.
  Avtovaz employs more 
than 30,000 people, mostly 
in Togliatti, a city on the 
Volga river 800 km (500 
miles) southeast of Moscow, 
but does not disclose spe-
cific numbers. Avtovaz em-
ploys around 1 in 20 people 
in the city of around 650,000 
people. Togliatti’s economy 
depends heavily on the 
company and its satellite 
businesses, which include 
component suppliers and 
car dealers in the surround-
ing region.
  The government has bailed 
out the company before, 
when weak demand after 
the 2008 global financial 

crisis left the Soviet-era 
carmaker on the cusp of 
bankruptcy. At that time, it 
disbursed 75 billion roubles 
($955 million) of state funds 
to avoid significant job cuts 
that might have sparked so-
cial unrest in Togliatti.
  The company switched to 
a four-day work week for 
three months in 2022 after 
Western sanctions were im-
posed over Moscow’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and foreign 
automakers left the market. 
Sales of its flagship Lada 
car dropped by 48.2% to 
174,688 units that year. Rus-
sia’s domestic output had 
relied heavily on foreign 
producers, and the market 
slumped in 2022 before the 
rapid arrival of Chinese car-
makers helped revive the 
sector. Chinese rivals now 
account for more than 50% 
of sales in Russia, up from 
less than 10% before the 
war started.
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evant government officials to 
immediately investigate and 
implement proper accessibil-
ity solutions. Disabled pas-
sengers should not have to 
rely on the kindness of strang-
ers or endure unsafe boarding 
procedures.
  This issue affects our most 
vulnerable citizens and has 
persisted far too long. The 
time for action is now.

Concerned citizen
Name withheld at 
author’s request. 

Dear Editor,
  I am writing to bring urgent 
attention to a serious accessi-
bility issue affecting disabled 
passengers traveling on WI-
NAIR flights throughout our 
Dutch Kingdom territories.
  Last week, while traveling 
from Saba to St. Maarten on 
a WINAIR flight, I witnessed 
a disturbing scene that high-
lights the inadequate provi-

sions for wheelchair-bound 
passengers. Two elderly la-
dies, who required wheel-
chairs, were among the pas-
sengers, both traveling for 
medical reasons. The board-
ing process was nothing short 
of distressing.
  Both women struggled des-
perately to enter the aircraft, 
with one unable to board 
without a fellow passenger 

physically lifting her into the 
plane. While I commend the 
Good Samaritan who assist-
ed, this situation was poten-
tially dangerous and certain-
ly undignified. The passenger 
could have been injured, and 
the elderly woman was sub-
jected to an unsafe and hu-
miliating experience.
  Upon arrival in St. Maarten, 
Accessible Ventures staff did 
their best to assist with de-
planing, but the challenges 
persisted. On the return eve-
ning flight, the same passen-
ger faced identical difficulties 
boarding, and even encoun-
tered problems accessing the 
bus at the airport – another 
indication that our transpor-
tation infrastructure fails our 
disabled community.
  This is not a new problem. 
Twelve years ago, I expe-
rienced similar difficulties 
when an injury left me un-
able to walk. I had to be 
transported into a WINAIR 
aircraft using a blanket – a 
makeshift solution that was 
neither safe nor dignified. 
The fact that disabled pas-

sengers still face these same 
challenges over a decade 
later is unacceptable.
  Our airports in Saba, Sint 
Eustatius, and Sint Maarten 
must urgently address this 
accessibility gap. Proper load-
ing equipment – whether spe-
cialized ramps, lifts, or other 
assistive devices – should be 
standard at every airport serv-
ing disabled passengers. This 
responsibility likely falls joint-
ly on WINAIR, the respective 
airport authorities, and per-
haps the broader transporta-

power” to “license illegal con-
duct” or the power “to forbid 
... execution” of laws. Never 
mind constitutional moral-
ity. Trump is not mistaken in 
regarding laws as mere whis-
pered suggestions from Con-
gress until it rediscovers its 
pride and grows a spine.
  Speaking of the invertebrate: 
The president filed a risible 
lawsuit against CBS for an 
editing decision he disliked 
and extorted a $16 million 
settlement from a network 
that is as purely transactional 
as he is. CBS’s parent com-
pany, Paramount, seemingly 
decided it was economically 
sensible to buy him off, lest 
he cause an administrative 
agency to block a merger 
Paramount desires. The com-
pany’s civic irresponsibility is 
just another accommodation 
to personalist rule under a 
Putinesque presidency.
  Today’s administrative state, 
suffocating society with envel-
oping laws and regulations, 
can be wielded like a cudgel 
by a president enjoying seem-
ingly limitless discretion as 
congressional majorities 
choose to be ciphers. A presi-
dent without constitutional 
scruples is not limited by insti-
tutions that are theoretically, 
but not actually, rivalrous.
  The subtlest of the Found-
ers, James Madison, used 
nine laconic words (in Feder-
alist 10) to express the most 
memorable understatement 
in U.S. history: “Enlightened 
statesmen will not always be 
at the helm.” Those who in 
1787 framed our system of 
checks and balances had this 
in mind. They could not have 
imagined the desuetude into 
which their system hasde-
cayed 238 years later.
  Today’s shambolic civic life, 
with the public sector domi-
nating and corrupting the pri-
vate sector, reveals this: The 
Founders’ elegant architec-
ture of institutions for liberty 
under limited government 
guarantees nothing when the 
institutions are inhabited by 
the unenlightened.

tion oversight bodies in our 
Dutch Kingdom.
  Air travel is a necessity, not 
a luxury, particularly for resi-
dents of our smaller islands 
who must travel for medical 
care. Every passenger, re-
gardless of physical ability, 
deserves safe, dignified access 
to public transportation. The 
current situation violates ba-
sic principles of accessibility 
and potentially puts vulner-
able passengers at risk.
  I call upon WINAIR, our 
airport authorities, and rel-

By George F. Will 

After six months, with seven 
times that much time remain-
ing, Trump 2.0 seems as trans-
formative as the New Deal 
was, but different. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s legacy was the 
institutional architecture of 
the welfare and regulatory 
state. Donald Trump’s legacy 
will be a demonstration: How 
a purely transactional politi-
cian, untethered from any 
political philosophy and un-
interested in norms of self-re-
straint (e.g., unforced respect 
for the separation of powers) 
can exploit this architecture 
for unconstrained executive 
power.
  Trump’s ever-shifting and 
contradictory rationales for 
tariffs (curing trade deficits, 
strengthening national securi-
ty, punishing ingratitude, etc.) 
reveal that protectionism is 
not an economic policy but a 
political strategy for aggran-
dizing personal power. His 
tornado of tariffs-by-whim 
produces an endless auction 
as businesses bid for benefi-
cial whims: intensifications of, 
or exemptions from, tariffs.
  As the American Enterprise 
Institute’s Dalibor Rohac 
says, when tariffs are multiple 
and malleable, private rent-
seeking (bending government 
for preferential treatment 
or for injurious treatment of 
competitors) displaces entre-
preneurial talent and shrewd 
management as the path 
to economic success. Rent-
seeking has always been with 
us, but not on today’s scale as 
innumerable factions become 
genuflecting supplicants, 
groveling for presidential fa-
vors.
  The most statist administra-
tion in U.S. history has re-
placed capitalism with what 
economists call “economic 
repression”: government sup-
planting the market by re-
straining or compelling eco-
nomic activities for political 
objectives.
  Campaigning in 2024, Trump 
called price controls “social-
ist,” “communist,” “Marxist” 

and “fascist.” This year, he 
promises price controls on 
prescription pharmaceuticals 
and vows to “investigate” 
noncompliant companies. 
Under the personalist rule by 
an unfettered executive, the 
process is the punishment: 
“Sentence first – verdict after-
wards,” said such an execu-
tive, the Queen of Hearts in 
“Alice’s Adventures in Won-
derland.”
  After a 18-month adminis-
trative-state farce involving 
faux “national security” wor-
ries, the government has al-
lowed the sale of U.S. Steel 
to a private corporation 
headquartered in a close ally 
(Japan). Trump has, how-
ever, in effect nationalized 
U.S. Steel, which must give 
to presidents, in perpetuity, a 
“golden share” in the corpo-
ration. The New York Times 
explains: “U.S. Steel’s charter 
will list nearly a dozen activi-
ties the company cannot un-
dertake without the approval 
of the American president or 
someone he designates.”
  The ban on TikTok is a mis-
guided law passed by large 
congressional majorities and 
unanimously affirmed by an 
excessively deferential Su-
preme Court, its intelligence 
perhaps bewitched by presi-
dential solemnities about 
“national security.” The law, 
which went into effect Janu-
ary 19, stipulates that to fa-
cilitate the sale of the app to a 
non-Chinese entity, the presi-
dent can grant one extension, 
up to 90 days, of nonenforce-
ment.
  Trump has now ordered two 
more extensions, while disre-
garding the law’s stipulation 
that he justify an extension 
to Congress by certifying 
concrete progress toward 
TikTok’s divestiture. This is 
not enforcement discretion, 
it is nullification of a law – a 
veto without an opportunity 
for Congress to override it. 
In 1838, the Supreme Court 
termed “entirely inadmissi-
ble” the idea that the presi-
dent has (as English kings 
once had) a “dispensing 
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Dear Editor,
  On the beaches of St. 
Martin, a new environmen-
tal challenge has emerged 
– one not shaped by storms 
or erosion, but by an over-
abundance of Sargassum 
seaweed. Once a natu-
ral and largely unnoticed 
component of the marine 
ecosystem, Sargassum has 
surged in both volume and 
visibility, blanketing the is-
land’s iconic beaches and 
unsettling the twin pillars 
of its economy: tourism 
and environmental health.
  The arrival of Sargas-
sum in such overwhelming 
quantities has become a 
defining issue for the Car-
ibbean region. On popu-
lar coastlines like Orient 
Beach, thick mats of sea-
weed wash ashore with 
the tides, pile up in decay-
ing mounds, and release a 
pungent odor as they rot – 
emitting hydrogen sulfide, 
a gas that poses health 
risks to residents and visi-
tors alike. The sheer vol-
ume has left hoteliers and 
local governments scram-
bling for solutions.
  Crews begin work as early 
as 5:00am, according to lo-
cal contractors, using bull-
dozers, pickup trucks and 
manual labor to clear the 
beaches. Despite these ef-
forts, new deposits arrive 
almost daily, brought in by 
shifting currents and over-
night tides. One contrac-
tor candidly described the 
challenge as “a long-term 
problem without a quick 
solution.”
  But what’s driving this 
phenomenon?
  According to scientists, 
changes in ocean tempera-
ture, wind patterns, and 
currents – largely attrib-
uted to climate change – 
are fueling unprecedented 
Sargassum growth. As 
surface waters warm, they 
create conditions ideal 
for Sargassum blooms, in 
much the same way that 
warm waters fuel hurri-
canes. Warmer tempera-
tures accelerate growth, 
while shifts in currents 

carry vast rafts of seaweed 
from the Sargasso Sea into 
the tropical Atlantic and, 
ultimately, onto Caribbean 
shores.
  Dr. Ajit Subramaniam, 
a biological oceanogra-
pher at Columbia Uni-
versity’s Lamont-Doherty 
Earth Observatory, ex-
plains that this transfor-
mation in ocean dynamics 
has created “massive rafts 
of seaweed affecting the 
beaches of the Caribbean.” 
Once confined to the open 
ocean, Sargassum now in-
undates coastlines from 
Mexico to Martinique and 
St. Martin.
  To understand and ad-
dress the issue, Dr. Subra-
maniam is leading research 
into the feasibility of deep-
sea sequestration. The 
idea involves trapping the 
Sargassum offshore and 
sinking it to depths of at 
least 2,000 meters, where 
it could potentially store 
carbon and reduce sur-
face bloom impacts. This 
approach would not be a 
permanent solution, but it 
could offer critical breath-
ing room while more com-
prehensive strategies are 
developed.
  Meanwhile, St. Martin is 
not standing still.
  A multi-pronged response 
is underway. In addition to 
onshore cleanup efforts, 
floating barriers are being 
deployed offshore to inter-
cept the seaweed before it 
reaches the beaches. These 
measures protect delicate 
coastal ecosystems and re-
duce the risk to nesting sea 
turtles and other wildlife 
that could be harmed by 
cleanup machinery.
  St. Martin is also partici-
pating in SargCOOP2, a 
regional initiative focused 
on information-sharing 
and cooperative manage-
ment of the Sargassum 
problem. This program 
promotes scientific re-
search, data exchange, and 
policy development among 
Caribbean nations grap-
pling with similar condi-
tions.

  Innovation is also being 
explored on the island. 
Some scientists and entre-
preneurs are examining 
whether Sargassum can be 
transformed into biofuels 
or organic fertilizers, turn-
ing a threat into an eco-
nomic opportunity. If scal-
able, this could help offset 
removal costs and contrib-
ute to a circular, sustain-
able economy.
  Tourism-dependent busi-
nesses are adapting as well. 
Hotels and tour operators 
are developing contingen-
cy plans, including promot-
ing inland excursions, culi-
nary tourism, and cultural 
events that are not reliant 
on pristine beaches. This 
diversification could help 
stabilize the local economy 
and reduce its vulnerability 
to environmental shocks.
  Ultimately, St. Martin’s 
response to the Sargas-
sum crisis reveals a model 
of resilience. It is a story 
not just of environmental 
struggle, but of adapta-
tion, cooperation, and sci-
entific exploration. While 

the challenge is ongoing, 
the island’s commitment 
to addressing it head-on 
offers hope for the wider 
Caribbean region – and 
a blueprint for communi-
ties worldwide facing the 
complex consequences of 
climate change.
  As science deepens un-
derstanding of oceanic 
shifts and climate impacts, 
and as communities like St. 
Martin invest in practical 
and innovative responses, 
there is reason to believe 
that this seaweed scourge 
can be managed. In time, 
what began as an environ-
mental hazard may well in-
spire a new chapter of sus-
tainable growth and eco-
logical stewardship across 
the Caribbean.

Sebastian Price and Deirdre 
Frost

This letter was accidentally 
cut in half in its first print-

ing on Monday, July 21. 
Here it is in its entirety. 

“The Daily Herald” apolo-
gises for the error.
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By Magi Helena

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Get creative when solving 
problems, innovation often leads to unexpected break-
throughs. Even if a business alliance comes to an end, 
your talents will continue to shine. Take initiative, ac-
tively support someone who could use your help. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A gentle ear or a sup-
portive shoulder could make a meaningful difference 
right now, offer your presence with kindness. Don’t let 
household issues overwhelm you; instead, apply confi-
dence and clear logic to steadily move forward 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your authenticity has 
the power to inspire courage in others, share yourself 
unapologetically. Offer help where you can, even if it 
feels complicated right now. Take the time to complete 
a home project that needs attention. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You might be the safe 
space someone needs today; offer comfort simply by 
being present. Be selective and thoughtful in work-
related matters and take time to look inward to better 
understand recent shifts in power or influence. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You don’t hold back when it 
matters. Now is the time to get active in resolving fi-
nancial concerns, learn what you can to improve your 
situation. Also take a closer look at a relationship to 
bring clarity and resolution. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You arrive as a capable 
resource, someone who can truly get things done with 
focus and determination. Consider new paradigms in 
your career path. Find a way to give it back or pay it 
forward with genuine grace. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Step into the role of the da-
ta-person, using insight and analysis to guide decisions. 
There may be more hope in a relationship than you 
realize today. Take time and invest in understanding 
the true needs of your community. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Curiosity is a driving 
force that can lead to meaningful discoveries, try to ex-
plore your world more fully. Strengthen your connec-
tion to your surroundings by powering up your involve-
ment in local causes that truly matter. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Be the wise angel 
someone may need today, offering quiet strength and 
thoughtful guidance. Joint financial matters could be 
favored now. Creative offerings may feel challenging 
to clarify or bring fully into focus. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Don’t be unforget-
table for the wrong reasons; instead, stay in your own 
lane, focused on your own path. Relationships have the 
potential to blossom now, and simple acts of kindness 
may speak more loudly than you know. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Step up without apol-
ogy, don’t sacrifice too much or lose yourself in a re-
lationship. Don’t allow financial worries to derail your 
future focus. Consider ways that a creative talent might 
be able to generate income. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A change in your home 
space might feel uncertain at first but could eventually 
bring renewal and comfort. Trust your intuition as you 
navigate the world. Be mindful—a friend may not be 
what they seem. 
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Only notices and events of non-profit or educational or-
ganisations will be placed in the Events/Notices column. 
Notices/Events should be sent to notices@thedailyherald.
com in the wording format used on this page. Do not send 
fliers, photos, locked files or press releases to this address.

NOTICES 
Prosecutor’s Opening Time
Prosecutor’s Office is now open in the morning and af-
ternoon Monday to Friday from 8:00am to 12:30pm and 
2:00pm to 4:00pm. During those hours, the public may 
visit the office to get information, pay fine (by debit/credit 
cards only), and access other services. The Prosecutor’s 
Office is located on Emmaplein behind Orco Bank (for-
merly CIBC First Caribbean Bank) and is also reachable 
via telephone 542-2243 or email infosxm@OMCarib.org

Domain Affairs Walk-ins
The Ministry of Public Housing, Spatial Planning, En-
vironment and Infrastructure VROMI Domain Affairs 
Department informs the public that walk-in hours for 
domain affairs services will be available every Thursday 
from 9:00am to 11:00am. 
No appointment is neces-
sary. For more information, 
contact domainaffairs@
sintmaartengov.org or call 
542-4292 ext 2425. 

Free Senior Yoga
Gentle stretch and breath 
Senior Yoga, in person, at 
the Lions Club Community 
Center in Sucker Garden, 
Mondays and Fridays from 

10:00-11:00am. Mats provided. Also, streamed live on Fa-
cebook at Yoga with Lisa SXM. For more info contact 
Lisa at 554-0115 or email davisburnettlisa@gmail.com.

Volunteers Needed
St. Maarten AIDS Foundation is looking for motivated wom-
en and men to become facilitators for Girl Power and Real 
talk workshops. For more information call 523-2626 or 553-
2626 or email: coordinatorsxmaidsfoundation@gmail.com 

Church Service
Island Church invites you to its Sunday Morning services 
from 10 to 11 o’clock in the Simpson Bay Resort Con-
ference Center in Pelican Key. Follow us on Facebook at 
Island Church SXM for the live stream. Visit our website 
at islandchurchsxm.com. Email: info@islandchurchsxm.
com for more information. 

Club Meeting
Calling all book lovers, no matter your age or gender! 
Join The Happy Bookers for laughs, literary love affairs 
(on the page!), and occasional existential crises disguised 
as book discussions. They meet once a month to discuss a 
wide array of books. WhatsApp +590690663716 for more 
information.

Toastmasters Meets
Creative Intellect Toastmasters meets the first and third 
Sundays of each month 5:00pm at the John Larmonie 
Center, Longwall Road 20, Philipsburg, or online via 
Zoom. For more information about the club, visit Crea-
tive Intellect Toastmasters Club on Facebook, email crea-
tive.intellect.tmc@gmail.com or calling: 586-5172. 

Youth Wing
Persons 13-20 years old are invited to join SAF Youth 
wing. We organize monthly meetings at the St. Maarten 
AIDS Foundation office, located in the Sun Building Cole 
Bay. For more information call 523-2626 or 553-2626 or 
email: coordinatorsxmaidsfoundation@gmail.com

Volunteers Needed
Animal Defenders SXM could use some volunteers to 
help feed cats and dogs at several different locations (own 
transportation is important). We are also looking for help 
with admin work and creative computer skills. Please call 
or contact ADS for more information at 553-3116.

Volunteer.sx Registration 
St. Maarten Development Fund (SMDF) and Foresee 
Foundation invite persons and non-profit organisations 
to register on volunteer.sx to find volunteering opportu-
nities and/or to post volunteer events. To register go to 
volunteer.sx, follow the sign up process. 

Duplicate Bridge
The St. Maarten Duplicate Bridge Club is now meeting 
Wednesday nights at 7:15pm at La Vista Resort on Billy 
Folly Road in Pelican Key. Bring a partner for a fun night 
of bridge. US $10 per person, coffee and water provided, 
cash bar. Proof of COVID vaccination is required, masks 
optional. For information call Jan Peter 520-0594.

Dear Queenie,
  I have seen several articles in the newspapers recently 
about women victimized and abused by men. Some of 
them say they have gone to the police, the prosecutor and 
other authorities for help and got no help, but none of 
them mentioned going to Safe Haven.
  Queenie, why don’t these stupid women go to Safe Hav-
en for help, at least in getting the police to take the matter 
seriously? That’s exactly what Safe Haven is there for!—
No sympathy for stupidity 

Dear No sympathy,
  I would guess that these women are not stupid, but des-
perate, and don’t know how to get in touch with Safe Ha-
ven. And as I recall, one of these cases was on the French 
side of the island and the victim assumed that Safe Haven 
was only for the Dutch side, which I have been told is not 
the case.
  Also, she may not have known how to contact Safe Hav-
en from the French side of the island. I myself have never 
heard of a French-side number for Safe Haven. If there 
is one, or if it is the same number as for the Dutch side – 
(721) 523-6400, I would suggest that Safe Haven publicise 
the information. I would be happy to cooperate.

AA Meetings
Al-Anon is a non-profit 12-step programme of men and women 
who may have a common problem and solution to stop drinking. 
The support group meets at Red Cross on Airport Boulevard 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6:00pm, and on Sun-
days at Guana Bay Beach (near old restaurant) at 8:30am.

Club Meeting 
Elite Soualiga Toastmasters Club meets virtually on Zoom from 
2:00 to 3:30pm on the first and fourth Sunday of every month. 
For more information, please email: elite.soualigatm@gmail.
com.

Consular Services 
The Office of the Honorary Consul of the Cooperative Repub-
lic of Guyana operates on Wednesdays from 2:00 to 5:30pm and 
on Saturdays from 10:00am to 2:30pm by appointment only. 
For more information call 527-3198, or 527-0704. email: guy-
anahonoraryconsulsxm@gmail.com,  guyanaconsulatesxm@
gmail.com

Homework Guidance
Oranje Community School is looking for dynamic youth lead-
ers and homework guidance persons. Pass by the Oranje Com-
munity School at 11:00am or call 580-2882. 

Positive Thinking
Brahma Kumaris St. Maarten invites persons to its ongoing 
free meditation and Positive Thinking courses at Raj Yoga 
Centre, 16 Front Street. Call 524-2554 or 542-0541 for more 
information. 

Club Meeting 
Soualiga Corporate Toastmasters Club meets at the new Gov-
ernment Administration Building on the second and fourth 
Wednesday every month from 5:30 to 7:00pm. 

Club Meeting
SXM Achievers Toastmasters Club meets on Zoom every sec-
ond and fourth Thursday (except on holidays) of the month from 
7:30 to 9:00pm. All are welcome to join. Please email sxmachiev-
erspresident@gmail.com for the Zoom meeting details.

Community Service
Is your organization seeking assistance with various tasks such 
as cleaning, washing, gardening, moving, carpeting, painting, 
maintenance, and more? Contact the SJIS-Probation Depart-
ment at 526-4322, 542-3449, or lloyd.beaton@sjis-sxm.org to 
explore how you can become a community service workplace. 
This opportunity is available for non-profit community or gov-
ernmental organizations. Community Service assistance is pro-
vided free of charge! 

Foster Parents Needed
Foundation Judiciary Institutes Windward Islands (FJIWI)/
Stichting Justitiele Inrichtingen Bovenwinden (SJIB), is look-
ing for foster parents: Interested persons ages 24-67 can apply. 
Contact 526-4310. 

Volunteers Needed
St. Maarten Animal Welfare Foundation is seeking volunteers 
for special activities. For more information call 520-8887.
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BVN (Dutch/Flemish) TV
TelTV Channel 014 
WTN Channel 204

Wednesday, July 23
12:00pm                        NOS Journaal 
12:15pm                        Nederland in Beweging
12:30pm                        MAX Geheugentrainer
12:45pm                        Kook mee met MAX
  1:05pm                        NOS Journaal
  1:15pm                        BinnensteBuiten
  1:50pm                        Tussen Kunst en Kitsch Extra
  2:00pm                        Hollandse Meesters in de 21e Eeuw
  2:15pm                        NOS Journaal
  2:30pm                        Stand van Ned: Wereld op Scherp
  2:50pm                        Sesamstraat
  3:05pm                        Kindertijd
  3:15pm                        Klaas kan alles kort
  3:30pm                        Het Klokhuis
  3:45pm                        NOS Jeugdjournaal
  4:10pm                        NOS Journaal in Makkelijke Taal 
  4:15pm                        Gort over de Grens
  5:00pm                        NOS Journaal
  5:15pm                        Noord-Zuid-Oost-West
  5:50pm                        EenVandaag
  6:15pm                        Een huis vol emigreert
  7:00pm                        NOS Journaal
  7:25pm                        Weerbericht Europa/Afrika
  7:30pm                        Nederland op Film
  8:10pm                        Op de spoed
  8:55pm                        Nieuwsuur 
  9:25pm                        Weerbericht Amerika/Caribiën
  9:30pm                        Goedenavond Nederland
10:20pm                        Jos
10:45pm                        NOS De Avondetappe
11:30pm                        NOS Journaal
11:35pm                        Adieu God?

TV15 (local)
TelTV Channel 001

Wednesday, July 23
  6:00am     International Sports Highlights
  6:30am     Caribbean News World
  7:00am     Fashion News
  8:00am     International News and Sports
  9:00am     Documentary
10:00am     Dcomm Press Briefing
11:00am     Morning Series
12:00pm     International Sports Highlights
  1:00pm     Romance Movies
  3:00pm     Late Night with Andrew Dick
  4:00pm     Special Events
  5:30pm     Caribbean News World
  6:00pm     International Sports
  6:30pm     International News
  7:00pm     Dcomm special PCM
  8:00pm     Sit Sip & Chat
  8:30pm     Documentary
  9:00pm     Evening Series
10:00pm     Late Night with Andrew Dick
11:00pm     Spanish SXM
11:30pm     Theater Movies 

TeleCuraçao 
TelTV Channel 035
WTN Channel 202 

Wednesday, July 23
  6:30am         Mòru Bon Dia
  9:30am         Programa Santisima Trinidat
10:00am         Gostoso ku Ulrich
12:00pm         America News (r)
12:30pm         Extra Journaal 
  1:00pm         Tra’i Mèrdia 3.0 
  3:30pm         Punto Final (r)
  5:00pm         TCFM Live 
  6:00pm         Bonochi Kòrsou
  7:00pm         Interkambio ku Germain (r)
  8:00pm         TeleNotisia 
  9:00pm         Wega di Number Kòrsou
  9:10pm         Partisipashon di Morto
  9:15pm         Pagina Sosial
  9:30pm         Punto Final 
10:30pm         Music Videos 
11:00pm         TeleNotisia (r)

TV-CARIB (local)
WTN Channel 010

Wednesday, July 23
  8:00am          Good Morning Beautiful
  9:00am          Morning Show (Pearl FM)
12:05pm          Viewpoint (PJD2/3)
  5:00pm          Animated Kids Program
  6:30pm          Viewpoint Encore
  7:00pm          Grandiosas
  7:30pm          TV Carib Informer
  8:00pm          All Access
10:00pm          Noticias en Español
10:20pm          Late Night
Program Rotation

Musician Ozzy Osbourne poses for photographers during the launch of his new book ‘I Am 
Ozzy’ at a music store in central London October 2, 2009.

LONDON/LOS ANGE-
LES--Ozzy Osbourne, 
frontman of 1970s heavy 
metal band Black Sab-
bath, earned his infamy 
biting the head off a bat 
on stage and pursuing 
a drug-fuelled lifestyle 
before reinventing him-
self as a loveable if often 
foul-mouthed reality TV 
star.
  Known to fans as “The 
Prince of Darkness” and 
the “Godfather of Heavy 
Metal,” Osbourne has 
died at the age of 76, his 
family said in a statement 
on Tuesday. “It is with 
more sadness than mere 
words can convey that we 
have to report that our 
beloved Ozzy Osbourne 
has passed away this 
morning. He was with his 
family and surrounded 
by love,” they said.
  Osbourne kicked off his 
career in the early 1970s 
as singer on Black Sab-
bath’s hits, from “Para-
noid” to “War Pigs” to 
“Sabbath Bloody Sab-
bath”. Those plus a string 
of solo releases saw him 
sell more than 100 mil-
lion records worldwide.
  The hard riffs and dark 
subject matter - from de-
pression to war to apoca-
lypse - combined with 
an instinct for Hallow-
een theatrics. As a per-

former, Osbourne sprin-
kled audiences with raw 
meat and, in 1982, had 
his encounter with a bat 
thrown on stage by a fan.
  He always insisted he 
thought it was a toy until 
he bit into it, realised his 
mistake and rushed to 
hospital for a rabies shot. 
He later sold branded 
bat soft toys with a re-
movable head.
  Osbourne was a regular 
target for conservative 
and religious groups con-
cerned about the nega-
tive impact of rock music 
on young people. He ac-
knowledged the excesses 
of his lifestyle and lyrics 
- but poured scorn on 
the wilder reports that 
he was an actual devil-
worshipper.
  “I’ve done some bad 
things in my time. But I 
ain’t the devil. I’m just 
John Osbourne: a work-
ing-class kid from Aston 
who quit his job in the 
factory and went looking 
for a good time,” he said 
in a 2010 biography.

Reality Show Star
John Michael Osbourne 
was the fourth of six 
children. Growing up 
in Aston, Birmingham, 
in central England, he 
struggled with dyslexia, 
left school at age 15, did 

a series of menial jobs, 
and at one point served 
a brief prison sentence 
for burglary. Then came 
Black Sabbath.
  “When I was growing 
up, if you’d have put me 
up against a wall with the 
other kids from my street 
and asked me which one 
of us was gonna make it 
to the age of 60, with five 
kids and four grandkids 
and houses in Bucking-
hamshire and Califor-
nia, I wouldn’t have put 
money on me, no fucking 
way,” he once said.
  Britain’s Justice Secre-
tary Shabana Mahmood, 
a member of parliament 
representing a Birming-
ham constituency, wrote 
on X that she was dev-
astated to hear the news 
of his death. “One of 
the greatest gifts my city 

gave the world,” Mah-
mood said.
  In 2002, Osbourne won 
legions of new fans when 
he starred in U.S. real-
ity TV show “The Os-
bournes”. Cameras fol-
lowed the aging rock god 
ambling round his huge 
house in Beverly Hills, 
pronouncing on events 
in his heavy Birmingham 
accent and looking on 
bemused at the antics of 
his family.
  Osbourne’s family in-
cluded wife and manager 
Sharon, five children 
including Jack, Kelly 
and Aimee, and several 
grandchildren.
  No cause of death was 
given, but Osbourne re-
vealed in 2020 that he 
had been diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease. The 
illness made him unable 

to walk.
  In his final concert on 
July 5 in Birmingham, 
Osbourne performed 
sitting, at times appear-
ing to have difficulties 
speaking as he thanked 
thousands of adoring 
fans, some of whom were 
visibly emotional. Os-
bourne’s performance 
followed a number of 
tributes on stage and on 
stadium screens from 
rock and pop royalty 

including Aerosmith’s 
Steven Tyler, Metallica’s 
James Hetfield and El-
ton John.
  “Thanks for your sup-
port over the years. 
Thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart. I love 
you,” said Osbourne.
  Following the news of 
his death the tributes 
poured in on social me-
dia. “I am so very sad to 
hear of the death of Ozzy 
Osbourne,” said Ron-
nie Wood of the Rolling 
Stones. “What a lovely 
goodbye concert he had 
at Back To The Begin-
ning in Birmingham.”
  “So sad to hear the 
news of Ozzy Osbourne 
passing away,” said El-
ton John. “He was a dear 
friend and a huge trail-
blazer who secured his 
place in the pantheon of 
rock gods - a true legend. 
He was also one of the 
funniest people I’ve ever 
met. I will miss him dear-
ly. To Sharon and the 
family, I send my condo-
lences and love.”
  Added Rod Stewart: 
“Bye, bye Ozzy. Sleep 
well, my friend. I’ll see 
you up there - later rath-
er than sooner.”
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People protest after CBS/Paramount announced the cancellation of The Late Show with Ste-
phen Colbert outside the Ed Sullivan Theater, in New York City, U.S., July 21, 2025.

WASHINGTON--An Af-
ghan who moved to the 
United States after working 
for the U.S. military in his 
home country was seized 
by armed, masked immigra-
tion agents, put in a van and 
taken out of state, attorneys 
and members of Congress 
said on Tuesday.
  Identified only as Zia by 
members of Congress and 
his attorney out of con-
cern for his safety and that 
of his family, the man had 
worked as an interpreter for 
the U.S. military during the 
war in Afghanistan. He was 
in the United States legally 
and was arrested after an 
appointment in Connecticut 
related to his application for 
a green card under a pro-
gramme to protect people 
who worked for U.S. forces, 
according to human-rights 
advocates, his attorney and 
members of Congress.
  Since starting his second 
term in January, Repub-
lican President Donald 
Trump has pursued a broad 
crackdown on immigration. 
“What happened to him is 
the worst kind of abhorrent 
violation of basic decency,” 
Democratic Senator Rich-
ard Blumenthal of Con-
necticut told reporters on a 
call with advocates to draw 
attention to the case of Zia 
and at least two other Af-
ghans who worked for the 
U.S. and have been seized 
by Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, or ICE.
  “He actually worked and 
risked his life in Afghani-
stan to uphold the values 
and rights that are central 
to democracy,” Blumenthal 
said.
  Blumenthal and two other 
Democrats, representatives 
Jahana Hayes, who serves 
Zia’s district in Connecticut, 
and Bill Keating, who rep-
resents the Massachusetts 
city where Zia is being held, 
all pledged to fight for his 
release. A judge has issued 
a temporary stay prevent-
ing Zia’s removal from the 
United States, but he re-
mains in detention.
  Asked for comment, the 
Department of Homeland 
Security said the Afghan na-
tional entered the U.S. on 
October 8, 2024, and is un-
der investigation for a “se-
rious criminal allegation,” 
adding, “All of his claims 
will be heard by a judge. 
Any Afghan who fears per-
secution is able to request 
relief.” The emailed state-
ment from DHS provided 
no further details.

LOS ANGELES--Late-
night rivals and other ce-
lebrities rallied to support 
CBS “Late Show” host Ste-
phen Colbert after the net-
work cancelled his show, 
and comedian Jon Stewart 
lashed out at Paramount 
Global for the decision to 
end the long-running TV 
programme.
  On “The Late Show with 
Stephen Colbert” on Mon-
day, several comedians and 
talk-show hosts appeared in 
a sketch that also featured 
an animated Trump hug-
ging the Paramount logo. 
The bit spoofed the viral 
moment in which a tech 
CEO was caught on camera 
embracing his company’s 
chief people officer during 
a Coldplay concert.
  “The Tonight Show” host 
Jimmy Fallon and NBC col-
league and “Late Night” 
host Seth Meyers were spot-
ted sharing beers together 
in the audience. HBO’s 

“Last Week Tonight” host 
John Oliver was seated 
with Stewart, both former 
colleagues of Colbert’s on 
“The Daily Show”.
  Colbert joked about his 
show’s demise in his open-
ing remarks, quipping that 
“cancel culture has gone 
too far.” He suggested the 
show’s venue, The Ed Sul-
livan Theater in Manhat-
tan, might be converted 
to “self-storage” after the 
show ends.
  CBS executives said last 
week they would end “The 
Late Show” in May 2026 in 
what they called “purely a 
financial decision.”
  U.S. lawmakers and oth-
ers have called the tim-
ing suspicious, noting that 
Paramount is seeking gov-
ernment approval for an $8 
billion merger. Colbert is a 
frequent critic of President 
Trump and had called that 
payment a bribe.
  Stewart addressed the can-

cellation on Monday’s epi-
sode of “The Daily Show,” 
which runs on Paramount-
owned Comedy Central. 
“If you’re trying to figure 
out why Stephen’s show is 
ending, I don’t think the 
answer can be found in 
some smoking gun email or 
phone call from Trump to 
CBS executives or in CBS 
QuickBooks spreadsheets 

on the financial health of 
late night,” Stewart said. “I 
think the answer is in the 
fear and pre-compliance 
that is gripping all of Amer-
ica’s institutions at this very 
moment, institutions that 
have chosen not to fight the 
vengeful and vindictive ac-
tions of our ... commander 
in chief.”
  Paramount representa-

tives did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment.
  Trump, in a post on Truth 
Social last Friday, applaud-
ed the cancellation, writing, 
“I absolutely love that Col-
bert got fired.”
  Colbert responded Mon-
day night with what he 
called a “satirical witticism” 
that included a vulgarity.

Amal and George Clooney attend a reception for the winners of the King’s Trust Awards 2025 
at Buckingham Palace, London, Britain, June 25, 2025.

VENICE--Hollywood stars, 
Oscar-winning directors, 
Asian heavyweights and Eu-
ropean auteurs will vie for 
top honours at this year’s 
stellar Venice Film Festival, 
all looking to make a splash 
at the start of the awards sea-
son.
  Running from August 27 to 
September 6, the 82nd edi-
tion of the world’s oldest film 
festival will showcase a rich 
array of movies that spans 
psychological thrillers, art-
house dramas, genre-bending 
experiments, documentaries, 
and buzzy studio-backed pro-
ductions. Among the leading 
A-listers expected to walk the 
Venice Lido’s red carpet are 
Julia Roberts, Emma Stone, 
George Clooney, Dwayne 
Johnson, Emily Blunt, An-
drew Garfield, Oscar Isaac, 
Cate Blanchett and Amanda 
Seyfried.
  A who’s-who of global di-
rectors will also be premier-
ing their latest pictures at 
the 11-day event, includ-
ing U.S. filmmakers Kath-
ryn Bigelow, Jim Jarmusch, 
Noah Baumbach and Benny 
Safdie, alongside top Euro-
peans Yorgos Lanthimos, 
Paolo Sorrentino, and Lasz-
lo Nemes, and Asia’s Park 
Chan-wook and Shu Qi.
  Netflix, which skipped Ven-
ice last year, returns in full 
force in 2025 with a trio of 
headline-grabbing titles, in-

cluding Guillermo del Toro’s 
“Frankenstein”, a new take 
on the classic horror tale star-
ring Isaac, Jacob Elordi and 
Mia Goth.
  Baumbach’s comedy-drama 
“Jay Kelly”, starring Clooney, 
Adam Sandler and Laura 
Dern, is also in the main 
competition and on the Net-
flix slate, alongside the geo-
political thriller “A House of 
Dynamite”, with Idris Elba 
and Rebecca Ferguson, and 
directed by Bigelow, who 
won an Oscar in 2010 for 
“The Hurt Locker”.
  Venice fires the starting 

gun for the awards season, 
with films premiering on the 
Lido in the last four years 
collecting more than 90 Os-
car nominations and winning 
almost 20, making it the place 
to be seen for actors, produc-
ers and directors alike. In 
the past nine editions of the 
Oscars, the award for Best 
Actress or Best Actor has 
gone eight times to the pro-
tagonists of films first seen in 
Venice, including Stone for 
her role in “Poor Things” in 
2024. Stone returns to Venice 
this year, teaming up again 
with “Poor Things” director 

Lanthimos in an offbeat sat-
ire, “Bugonia”.
  The indie icon of U.S. cin-
ema, Jim Jarmusch, will be 
showing his “Father Mother 
Sister Brother”, a three-part 
tale exploring fractured fami-
lies with a cast that includes 
Blanchett, Vicky Krieps, 
Adam Driver and Tom Waits. 
Another U.S. film getting its 
first outing at Venice is the 
MMA fighter biopic “The 
Smashing Machine”, starring 
Johnson and Blunt, and di-
rected by Benny Safdie.
  A very different biopic is 
“The Testament of Ann Lee” 

- a musical take on the life 
of the radical 18th-century 
Shaker leader, which stars 
Seyfried and is directed by 
Norway’s Mona Fastvold.
  European auteurs are well-
represented, with Paolo Sor-
rentino’s “La Grazia”, star-
ring Toni Servillo, selected 
as the festival’s opening film, 
while Hungary’s Nemes pres-
ents the family drama “Or-
phan” and France’s Francois 
Ozon showcases his retelling 
of Albert Camus’ celebrated 
novel “The Stranger”.
  Another French director, 
Olivier Assayas, will premiere 
“The Wizard of the Kremlin” 
-- a political thriller about the 
rise of Vladimir Putin, star-
ring Paul Dano and Alicia Vi-
kander, with Jude Law play-
ing the Russian leader.
  One film that looks certain 
to raise emotions is Kaou-
ther Ben Hania’s “The Voice 
of Hind Rajab”, which uses 
original emergency service 
recordings to tell the story 
of a 5-year-old Palestinian 
girl who was killed in Gaza in 
2024 after being trapped for 
hours in a vehicle targeted by 
Israeli forces.
  “I think it is one of the films 
that will make the greatest 
impression, and hopefully 
(won’t be) controversial,” 
said the festival’s artistic di-
rector, Alberto Barbera, his 
voice trembling as he recalled 
the movie.
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PHILIPSBURG– RBC Roy-
al Bank N.V. announced  its 
renewed investment in com-
munity, through its contin-
ued sponsorship of the St. 
Maarten Little League. 

  “We are thrilled to mark 
our 23rd year supporting 
this event, which stands as a 
vibrant testament to youth-
ful spirit and sporting excel-
lence here in St. Maarten,” 
explained, Lisandra Haver-
tong, Assistant Branch Man-
ager, RBC. 

  This year, approximately 
550 boys and girls, aged 4 to 

MARIGOT--The 2025 
Veterans Football 
Tournament came to 
a thrilling end this 
past weekend as Will-
ful Skillful Veterans 
FC emerged victorious 
in a hard-fought final 
against Junior Stars 
Veterans, clinching the 
title with a 3-1 win un-
der the lights at Stade 
Louis Vanterpool.

  Hosted by Junior 
Stars Football Club 
in celebration of their 
60th anniversary, the 
event brought togeth-
er 3 of the most active 
age over-40 teams as 
well as FC Tropicana 
who travelled from 
Guadeloupe for the 
event. As one of the 
oldest continuously 
operating football 
clubs on the island, Ju-
nior Stars marked the 
occasion with some 
fierce competition, 
and also camaraderie 
and community.

  The idea behind the 
veterans tournament is 
simple but powerful: 
to give players aged 40 
and above a chance to 
return to the spotlight, 
representing their 
clubs that normally fo-
cus on youth develop-

Gennie Hanley, Secretary, St. Maarten Little League Association (SMLLA); pictured, seated, 
left to right: Claudel Reina, Manager Business Banking, RBC;  Michel Hyman, President, SML-
LA. Standing, left to right:  Lisandra Havertong, Assistant Branch Manager, RBC; . Ruby Wilks, 
Relationship Manager, Financial Solutions, RBC. 

18, including many from the 
French side of the island, are 
anticipated to participate in 
the softball and baseball pro-
gram. 

  Havertong stated that 
the growth in participa-
tion is a testament to Little    
League’s success. 

  “Our support extends be-
yond just promoting sports. 
It’s about embracing what 
sports represent - excellence, 
teamwork, diversity and com-
mitment - values that hold 
true for RBC, its employees, 
clients and communities. 

This alignment is a key rea-
son behind our decade’s long 
sponsorship of Little League 
in St. Maarten,” Havertong 
added. 

  As anticipation builds, 
St. Maarten’s Little League 
teams are eagerly preparing 
to showcase their skills in 
upcoming local and interna-
tional tournaments. Their ul-
timate goal – vying for a spot 
in the Little League Baseball 
World Series, this August in 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania. 

ment. But despite the 
age bracket—the level 
of football was fast, 
technical, and highly 
competitive, with all 
matches being closely 
decided. 

  The tournament 
featured four teams  
Tropicana FC, travel-
ing from Guadeloupe 
with friends and fam-
ily, reinforcing the 
deep ties between the 
sister islands,  SMVC, 
representing Grand 
Case (Saint-Martin, 
French side);  Will-
full Skillfull Veterans, 
representing Dutch 
Sint Maarten  and the 
hosts, Junior Stars 
Veterans.

  In the final, Will-
full Skillfull edged 
out Junior Stars in an 
exciting match that 
showcased both physi-
cal endurance and tac-
tical flair.  Benefiting 
from an early goal in 
the first half, Will-
ful was able to add a 
second goal by half-
time, and then hold on 
to that lead, despite a 
late-in-game rally by 
the Junior Stars, with 
a final score of 3-1.  

  Club president 
Don “Dango” Farrell 

expressed heartfelt 
appreciation to Hervé 
Dorvil and the entire 
Junior Stars organiza-
tion for their hospital-
ity, highlighting the 
tournament’s excel-
lent organization and 
the celebration dinner 
held the following day 
as a touching close to 
the weekend.  He also 
mentioned his upcom-
ing invitational tour-
nament Willful Skillful 
will hold August 15th-
17th on the dutch side, 
with 6 teams, and of 
course Junior Stars are 
invited.  

The Junior Stars 
tournament was held 
in memory of Justin 
Annicette, one of the 
founding pillars of Ju-
nior Stars FC, whose 
dedication and pas-
sion helped shape the 
club’s rich legacy, and 
who also dedicated in 
many charitable initia-
tives throughout his 
life.  It was mentioned 
by President Hervé 
Dorvil that based on 
the interest and the big 
crowd of supporters in 
the stands each night, 
that he aims to make it 
an annual event.  

SIMPSON BAY--The sec-
ond part of the Sound 2000 
St. Maarten National Cy-
cling Championships took 
place on Sunday morning 
with the road race, starting 
once again on the airport 
road. All riders did one 
loop to the Maho round-
about and back before rid-
ing through Simpson Bay 
and up the Cole Bay Hill to 
the roundabout by the wa-
ter reservoir. 

  This time all categories 
descended from the top of 
Cole Bay Hill down to the 
Kruijthoff roundabout, tak-
ing a right turn leading on 
to Union Road. From there 
it was a fast ride to the Cole 
Bay border towards Bel-
levue on the RN7.  

  Riders turned at the 
Home N Tools roundabout 
to return in the direction 
they came from, before 
turning right to go over the 
Causeway Bridge. From 
there it was laps back and 

forth to the Maho round-
about to make the required 
distances according to cat-
egory.

  The Elite category 
(62K) was won by J.C.O’s 
Fabien Husson with sev-
enth placed Signiel Com-
enencia from Hot Wheels 
Club taking the national 
champion jersey. Willian 
Martinez from El Salva-
dor was second and Delroy 
Carty from Anguilla third.

  Mark Maidwell from 
Hot Wheels claimed his 
third national champion 
jersey to date by winning 
Masters B (55K). Romeo 
Lake was second and SXM 
Tri Academy’s Luc Gorosti-
za third.

  Dick Luttekes was the 
national champion for win-
ning Masters C (43K), fol-
lowed by Eric Helan from 
the ASCESM club in sec-
ond place and Heinrich Su-
sanna from Hot Wheels in 
third place.

  Masters A (55K) was 
won by Otis Cotton from 
Tri Sport Tigers with Craig 
Emanuel from Anguilla 
second and Stephen Sey-
mour (J.C.O.) third.

  The women’s race 
(43K) was won by Myrthe 
Sonneveld with Susy Pi-
scione from Tri Sport Tigers 
earning her third national 
champion jersey. Fitness 
trainer Désirée Winkel was 
third.

  The youth category 
(43K) was won by Lance 
Hunt Parotte (ASM) 
with Junisio Brooks Lake 
(ASM) second and Benitez 
Ashtan (ASM) third.  Ro-
landia Lake Rogers from 
VCC club won Youth 
Women.

  To clarify about eligibil-
ity to be a national cham-
pion, the rider must have a 
St. Maarten-issued Dutch 
passport, be resident and 
born or naturalised in St. 
Maarten. Now with a new 

board elected in January 
at the St. Maarten Cycling 
Federation, the national 
championship races will be 
held every year as per UCI 
requirements.

  On August 30 at the St. 
Maarten Health and Sports 
Expo youth cyclists will be 
recruited, a top priority for 
the Federation.

  “We had no Dutch St. 
Maarten riders in the youth 
category, but a lot of young 
riders from the French 

side,” noted Susy Piscione. 
“We want parents to come 
to that Expo and sign up 
their kids between ages 13 
and 17. We have no youth 
riders on the Dutch side, 
they are all on the French 
side and from Anguilla and 
that’s because we have no-
body to coach them. The 
French side has a very good 
coaching programme.

  “But that said, we now 
have adult volunteers from 
Tri Sport Tigers and Hot 

Wheels Cycling Club who 
will each take three youths 
to train. We have all the 
bikes and equipment that 
has been donated by UCI. 
So next year we hope to 
have our own Dutch side 
youth taking part.”

  Sponsors of the event 
were Sound 2000, Napa 
Auto Parts, and Tri Sport. 
Sol sponsored the national 
championship jersey and 
shorts  

Myrthe Sonneveld leading the peloton followed by Rolandia Lake Rogers during Sunday’s 
National Championship Road Race. (Milton Pieters photo) 
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he was still in contention 
for a third title.

“How I felt good today 
gives me motivation, I will 
keep trying,” he said.

Germany’s Florian Lip-
owitz held firm in third, 
9:03 adrift of Pogacar, pull-
ing further ahead of fourth-
placed Briton Oscar Onley, 
who lags another 2:01 be-
hind.

But the day belonged to 
Paret-Peintre. “I honestly 
didn’t believe it,” he said. 
“I thought Pogacar would 
go for victory today. But 
when we built a real gap, I 
told myself, you can’t let a 
win on Mont Ventoux slip 
through your fingers.”

Seven riders surged 
ahead from an early break-
away, carving out a healthy 
6:30 buffer as they reached 
the base of the climb. 

The air grew thinner, 
the crowds louder and the 
landscape more lunar. 

SURVIVAL
Spanish climber Enric 

Mas led the charge, attack-
ing solo 14.2 km from the 
summit. Behind him, Paret-
Peintre, Healy and Colom-
bia’s Santiago Buitrago 
gave chase. 

As they passed Chalet 
Reynard, pine forest yield-
ed to desolate, white-stone 
slopes.

Mas and Buitrago fought 
valiantly but were dropped 
by the Franco-Irish duo, 
only to courageously claw 
their way back. 

Then came Belgian Ilan 
Van Wilder, who fought his 
way back to the group and 
dug deep for teammate 

Paret-Peintre to keep the 
Pogacar-Vingegaard threat 
at bay.

Vingegaard had attacked 
a handful of times, the first 
attempt coming 9km from 
the top, but could not shake 
off Pogacar, whose accel-
eration was also not strong 
enough to drop the Visma-
Lease a Bike leader. 

With 400 metres to go 
and the gradient spiking 
to a lung-scorching 10%, 
Healy launched his sprint. 

But Paret-Peintre, with 
ice in his veins and fire in 
his legs, clung to his wheel. 
In the final, agonising me-
tres, he surged past, claim-
ing not just a stage win, but 
also a place in French cy-
cling folklore.

He was only the fifth 
Frenchman to conquer the 
Ventoux, the mountain that 
claimed the life of Tom 
Simpson, who died in hos-
pital after collapsing in the 
finale of the ascent in 1967.

There was a big scare 
for Tobias Johannessen, 
who was taken to hospital 
after being given oxygen by 
a race doctor immediately 
after the finish.

“Tobias suffered some 
right-sided upper abdomi-
nal pain during the final 
climb today. He made it 
to the finish where he was 
seen immediately by the 
race doctors and given 
oxygen,” the Norwegian’s 
Uno-X team said.

“He is feeling much 
better but will go to the 
local hospital for further 
checks.”

TOUR Continued from page 36.

UTAH --Jazz forward Kyle 
Filipowski was named the 
Summer League Most 
Valuable Player for 2025 on 
Tuesday.
Filipowski was also hon-
ored on the All-Summer 
League First Team, as the 
NBA announced first- and 
second-team honorees.
Filipowski, who is set to 
enter his second season 
in the league, played 72 
games as a rookie for the 
Jazz, averaging 9.6 points, 
6.1 rebounds and 1.9 as-
sists per game last season. 
He was selected by Utah 
with the second pick of the 
second round (No. 34) after 

Utah Jazz forward Kyle Filipowski (22) dunks the ball against the San Antonio Spurs during 
the first half of a NBA basketball game at the Thomas & Mack Center. (Lucas Peltier-Imagn 
Images)

two seasons at Duke, being 
named as a consensus sec-
ond-team All-American af-
ter his sophomore year.
He played in six Summer 
League contests between 
Salt Lake City and Las 
Vegas and averaged 23.2 
points, 9.5 rebounds, 2.2 
assists and 1.0 block in 27-
plus minutes per game. In 
the three games in Las Ve-
gas, he averaged 29.3 ppg 
and 7.7 rpg.
Joining him on the All-
Summer League teams are:
First team:  Kyle Filipowski, 
Jazz; Nique Clifford, Kings;  
David Jones-Garcia, Spurs; 
Jordan Miller, Clippers; 

and Terrence Shannon Jr., 
Timberwolves.
Second team: Ron Holland, 
Pistons; Isaac Jones, Kings; 
Kon Knueppel, Hornets; 
Ajay Mitchell, Thunder 
and KJ Simpson, Hornets.
After reaching the Sum-
mer League championship 
game on Sunday, the Kings 
(Clifford, Jones) and Hor-
nets (Knueppel, Simpson) 
were well-represented on 
the two teams. Knueppel, 
a rookie, was named the 
championship game MVP 
after leading the Hornets 
to an 83-78 win over the 
Kings.

PHILADELPHIA --Cristo-
pher Sanchez matched his 
career high with 12 strike-
outs in a dazzling complete 
game as the Philadelphia 
Phillies topped the visiting 
Boston Red Sox 4-1 on Tues-
day evening.

Max Kepler and Kyle 
Schwarber homered for the 
Phillies, who have won the 
first two games of the three-
game series. However, the 
story for the hosts was the 
continued emergence of San-
chez (9-2), who allowed four 
hits and did not walk a batter 
in a 106-pitch masterpiece.

Rob Refsnyder’s homer 
accounted for the only run 
for the Red Sox. Boston’s 
Roman Anthony struck out 
in all four of his at-bats, while 
Romy Gonzalez went 0-for-4 
with three strikeouts.

Philadelphia made some 
immediate noise against 
Richard Fitts (1-4) in the 
bottom of the first inning.

Trea Turner singled to be-
gin the frame and moved to 
third on Bryce Harper’s one-

FLORIDA--Jose Caballero 
slapped a two-run single to 
highlight a four-run second 
inning, fueling the host 
Tampa Bay Rays to a 4-3 
victory over the Chicago 
White Sox on Tuesday.

Caballero had two of his 
team’s five hits and rookie 
Chandler Simpson stole 
three bases for the Rays, 
who snapped a modest two-
game skid and evened their 
three-game series against 
Chicago at one victory 
apiece.

Edwin Uceta (7-2) re-
lieved starter Drew Ras-
mussen and struck out the 
side in the fifth inning. 
Uceta allowed one hit and 
fanned four over two score-
less innings before two re-
lievers bridged the gap to 
Pete Fairbanks, who retired 
the side in the ninth to se-
cure his 17th save of the 

out hit before Nick Castella-
nos delivered an RBI single. 
With two outs and Brandon 
Marsh at the plate, Harper 
stole home on a play that was 
technically scored as catch-
er’s interference because 
Carlos Narvaez came across 
the plate to catch the pitch.

It was the second catch-
er’s interference in as many 
nights against Narvaez. The 
series opener on Monday 
ended when Edmundo So-
sa’s bat made contact with 
Narvaez’s glove with the bas-
es loaded in the 10th inning.

Philadelphia doubled its 
lead in the second inning 
thanks to solo homers from 
Kepler and Schwarber. Ke-
pler led off the frame with 
a blast on a 1-0 slider, his 
11th of the year. Schwarber 
tacked on a two-out shot on 
a 3-1 slider, his 33rd, to make 
it 4-0.

Refsnyder got Boston 
on the board in the fourth 
inning with a leadoff shot 
against Sanchez, who had re-
tired the first nine batters he 
faced. The homer was Refs-
nyder’s sixth.

Sanchez cruised for the 
bulk of the contest, including 
a crisp sixth inning in which 
he struck out all three bat-
ters he faced. He allowed a 
leadoff hit in the eighth but 
retired the next three batters, 
including an inning-ending 
strikeout of Refsnyder.

Sanchez put an exclama-
tion point on his evening 
with two more strikeouts in 
the ninth, including Gonza-
lez’s swing and miss to end 
the game.

Fitts was charged with 
four runs and six hits in 3 1/3 
innings. He struck out four 
without walking a batter.

season.
All was not rosy for Tam-

pa Bay on Tuesday as the 
club placed All-Star second 
baseman Brandon Lowe on 
the 10-day injured list with 
tendinitis in his left ankle.

Colson Montgomery 
belted his first career hom-
er to lead off the seventh 
inning for Chicago, which 
saw its season-high four-
game winning streak come 
to a halt.

The Rays got the early 
jump on the White Sox 
after Davis Martin (2-8) 
walked the bases loaded in 
the second inning before 
Junior Caminero came 
home on a balk.

Caballero reached his 
bat out and punched a 
bloop single to center field 
to score both Jake Mangum 
and Matt Thaiss. Caballero 
advanced to third base on 

a throwing error and came 
around to score on Taylor 
Walls’ groundout to stake 
Tampa Bay to a quick 4-0 
lead.

Chicago halved its defi-
cit in the fourth inning af-
ter Chase Meidroth had an 
RBI single down the first-
base line and scored on Ed-
gar Quero’s sacrifice fly.

Montgomery deposited 
a 1-1 fastball from Bryan 
Baker just inside the right-
field foul pole to trim Tam-
pa Bay’s lead to 4-3.

Martin permitted four 
runs (three earned) on 
three hits with four walks in 
five innings.

The start time of the 
game was moved up a half 
hour due to anticipated 
severe weather later in the 
evening.

SAN FRANCISCO --Rafael 
Devers was penciled in the 
San Francisco Giants’ lineup 
at first base on Tuesday for 
the first time since he was ac-
quired from the Boston Red 
Sox.

A third baseman by trade, 
Devers has taken ground 
balls at first base since the 
trade out of Boston in June. 
Devers reported to spring 
training in a testy mood af-
ter the Red Sox signed free 
agent third baseman Alex 
Bregman. Devers told the 
Red Sox his position was 
third base, but in recent in-
terviews said he would’ve 
played first base in Boston if 
the team asked at the start of 
spring training.

Devers entered the game 
against the Atlanta Braves 
on Tuesday night with a .257 
batting average, 17 home 
runs and 68 RBis in 102 to-
tal games between Boston 
and San Francisco. Fifteen 
of those home runs came in 
Devers’ 73 games in the Red 
Sox lineup.

Devers is in the third year 
of a 10-year, $313.5 million 
deal he signed with the Red 
Sox in 2023. A three-time 
All-Star, he said a disk issue 
is impacting his play with the 
Giants.

In his first 29 games with 
San Francisco, Devers was 
the designated hitter for the 
Giants and hit .219 with 10 
RBIs.
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the bar. 
With their hopes of de-

fending their title slowly 
slipping away, 19-year-
old substitute Agyemang 
snapped up a loose ball 
in the box and fired home 
to send the game to extra 
time. 

Agyemang almost 
scored again with an effort 
deep into the second half 
of extra time, out-sprinting 
and out-muscling the Ital-
ian defence only to see 
her deft lob towards goal 
bounce back off the cross-
bar. 

Sensing that they could 
avoid a repeat of their quar-
ter-final penalty shootout 
against Sweden, England 
poured forward and reaped 
their reward when Mead 
was fouled in the box, but 
there was one more twist in 
the tale. 

Kelly took her usual 
prancing run-up, but Italy 
keeper Laura Giuliani kept 
her nerve and saved, only 
for the England winger to 
score from the follow-up 
and seal her side’s spot in 
Sunday’s final in Basel. 

ENGLAND Continued from page 36.

NEW YORK-- The Unit-
ed States Olympic & 
Paralympic Committee 
(USOPC) has updated 
its policy to align with an 
executive order signed 
earlier this year by U.S. 
President Donald Trump 

OXNARD --Wearing a 
helmet, shorts and a long 
sleeve compression shirt 
underneath a dark blue No. 
11 jersey, Micah Parsons 
removed the mystery from 
his training camp plan on 
Tuesday by joining team-
mates on the field in Ox-
nard, Calif., for the first full 
team workout.

Parsons stretched with 
the team and participated, 
albeit selectively, in posi-
tion drills and other por-
tions of practice as head 
coach Brian Schotten-
heimer said earlier in the 
day was expected.

“He’s going to partici-
pate,” Schottenheimer said 
before Tuesday’s workout. 
“It’s a ramp-up portion. 
But all of the walkthrough, 
mock stuff and individual 
stuff.

“There will be different 
versions of participation. 
The biggest thing for me 
right now is he’s here.”

When team drills began, 
Parsons was mostly a pas-
sive observer one day after 
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
meandered through a press 
conference with thoughts 
on contract timing, risk and 
leadership as it relates to 
the 26-year-old.

ENGLAND - The over rate 
regulations must be modi-
fied according to the play-
ing conditions in different 
continents, England test 
captain Ben Stokes said on 
Tuesday, arguing that cur-
rent rules unfairly penalise 
pace-heavy attacks.

England were docked 
two World Test Champi-
onship (WTC) points and 
fined 10% of their match 
fees last week for their slow 
over rate in the third test 
against India at Lord’s.

England’s Ben Stokes reacts during an International Test Match Series at Lord’s Cricket 
Ground, London.

Stokes accepted the 
sanction but, ahead of the 
fourth test in Manchester 
starting on Wednesday, he 
said the rules should be 
different for seam-friendly 
conditions.

“You can’t have the 
same rules in Asia, where 
a spinner is bowling 70% of 
the overs, to have the same 
laws in New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, England, where it’s 
going to be 70-80% seam,” 
Stokes told reporters.

“The spinner’s over 

takes less time than the 
seamer’s over. So com-
mon sense would think that 
you should look at maybe 
changing how the overrates 
are timed in different con-
tinents.”

This is not the first time 
Stokes has raised concerns 
around over rate rules. Last 
year, he called on the In-
ternational Cricket Council 
(ICC) to revisit the regu-
lations after England and 
New Zealand were penal-
ised following their first test 
in Christchurch.

England lost 22 points 
during the previous WTC 
cycle due to over rate viola-
tions.

“Over rate isn’t some-
thing that I worry about, 
but that’s not saying that 
I purposely slow things 
down. I do understand the 
frustration around it, but I 
honestly think there needs 
to be a real hard look at 
how it’s structured,” Stokes 
said.

The skipper said spinner 
Shoaib Bashir’s injury dur-
ing the Lord’s test forced 
England to rely more on 
pace bowlers.

“We played five days, 
that was our 15th day of 
cricket. We obviously had 
an injury to Bash (Bashir), 
a spinner, so we couldn’t 
turn to our spinner as much 
as we would have liked to 
on day five,” the 34-year-
old said.

“I wonder if scoring rates 
have got anything to do 
with that as well. The ball’s 
getting hit to the boundary 
more often, so it’s going to 
take a lot longer.”

England lead the five-
match test series 2-1.

Jones said he was thank-
ful Parsons attended train-
ing camp and was planning 
to be on the field with peers. 
He at one point referred to 
Parsons as “Michael Par-
son” and rerouted a ques-
tion about escalating rates 
for top-end pass rushers 
with a statement about Par-
sons being “hurt six games” 
last season.

“Just because we sign 
him doesn’t mean we are 
going to have him,” Jones 
said, jumping in as Schot-
tenheimer discussed what 
it means to have Parsons 
around.

Point of fact, Parsons 
missed four games with an 
ankle injury in 2024 and 
posted 12 sacks to push his 
career total to 52.5.

Under contract for 2025 
at a rate of $24 million -- 
the fifth-year option on his 
rookie agreement -- Par-
sons himself might opt to 
reroute the conversation if 
progress toward an exten-
sion isn’t made soon. Last 
August, CeeDee Lamb was 
placed on the reserve/did 
not report list by the Cow-
boys. He did not attend 
training camp and Dallas 
didn’t agree to a contract 
with the record-setting 

wide receiver until Aug. 
26, a four-year, $136 mil-
lion deal with $100 million 
guaranteed. At the time, it 
made Lamb the top-paid 
wideout in the NFL.

Parsons could also de-
cide to pack his belongings 
and exit Oxnard to further 
his case for a contract.

Bengals pass rusher Trey 
Hendrickson, 30, is not re-
porting to training camp 
in Cincinnati because he 
has only one year left on a 
four-year deal. But Hen-
drickson’s scheduled salary 
of $15.6 million is nowhere 
near the highest-paid pass 
rushers in the NFL after di-
vision rivals with the Steel-
ers and Browns joined the 
$40-million-and-over club 
this offseason.

Pittsburgh made T.J. 
Watt the top-paid pass 
rusher and defensive player 
in the league at $41 mil-
lion per year average with 
a three-year, $123 million 
deal last week.

Myles Garrett brings in 
$40 million per year under 
the terms of his four-year 
deal with the Cleveland 
Browns signed March 7.

Parsons is at least three 
years younger than all three 
players.

barring transgender 
women from competing 
in women’s sports. 

“The USOPC will con-
tinue to collaborate with 
various stakeholders with 
oversight responsibilities, 
e.g., IOC, IPC, NGBs, to 

ensure that women have a 
fair and safe competition 
environment consistent 
with Executive Order 
14201 and the Ted Ste-
vens Olympic & Amateur 
Sports Act,” the USOPC 
said in an update to its 
Athlete Safety Policy. 

The USOPC did not 
respond to a request for 
comment on the change. 

USOPC President 
Gene Sykes and CEO 
Sarah Hirshland refer-
enced Trump’s executive 
order in a memo to the 
Team USA community 
sent out this week, ABC 
News reported, which 
said, “As a federally 
chartered organization, 
we have an obligation to 
comply with federal ex-
pectations.”

Trump signed the 
“Keeping Men Out of 
Women’s Sports” order 

in February in a bid to 
exclude transgender girls 
and women from female 
sports, a directive that 
supporters said will re-
store fairness but critics 
argue it infringes on the 
rights of a tiny minority 
of athletes. 

The order directs the 
Department of Justice 
to make sure all govern-
ment agencies enforce a 
ban on transgender girls 
and women from partici-
pating in female school 
sports under Trump’s in-
terpretation of Title IX, a 
law against sex discrimi-
nation in education.

Trump’s order goes be-
yond high school and col-
lege sports, calling for the 
U.S. government to deny 
visas for transgender fe-
males seeking to compete 
in the United States.

Trump also said he 

would not allow transgen-
der athletes to compete 
in the Los Angeles Olym-
pics in 2028. 

The executive order 
instructed the State De-
partment to pressure 
the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) to 
change its policy, which 
allows trans athletes to 
compete under general 
guidance preventing any 
athlete from gaining an 
unfair advantage. 

The order is expected 
to affect only a small 
number of athletes. 

The president of the 
National Collegiate Ath-
letics Association told a 
Senate panel in Decem-
ber he was aware of fewer 
than 10 transgender ath-
letes among the 530,000 
competing at 1,100 mem-
ber schools.
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ZURICH-- World champi-
ons Spain will aim to secure 
a first-ever win against Ger-
many in their Euro 2025 
semi-final on Wednesday, 
though the Spaniards insist 
reaching their first Euro-
pean Championship final 
matters more than settling 
old scores.

Spain have never beat-
en eight-times European 
champions Germany, most 
recently losing to the Ger-
mans for bronze at last 
year’s Paris Olympics.

“Personally I see it more 
as an opportunity, not so 
much a revenge or a thorn 
in my side,” Spain midfield-
er Alexia Putellas said in 
Tuesday’s pre-game press 
conference. 

“The Olympics are a 
completely different com-
petition and any player who 
has been able to play the 
Olympics and a European 
Championship or a World 
Cup, I think we all agree, 
it is a totally different con-
text, other stadiums, anoth-
er way of competing. 

“So I think that the 
Olympic Games will have 
nothing to do with the Eu-
ropean Championship, 
with tomorrow’s game, but, 
well, in the end it was a ri-
val against whom we lost 
and tomorrow we have the 
opportunity to win it for the 
first time.”

Spain coach Montse 
Tome would love to end 
their winless run against 
Germany.

“We have not been able 
to beat them, but we have 
been closer and closer to 
beating them,” Tome said. 
“In the Olympic match, we 
had a chance to do so, it 
was good and now we are at 
another point. 

“I think they are also an-
other team, they have an-

TEXAS-The 2025 MLS 
All-Star Game in Austin, 
Texas, was supposed to 
be the first featuring Lio-
nel Messi after injury kept 
him out of the 2024 event.

That appeared less 
likely following Monday’s 
first training session, when 
Messi and his Inter Miami 
teammate Jordi Alba were 
absent as the MLS squad 
prepared for Wednes-
day night’s game against 
a team of All-Stars from 
Mexico’s Liga MX.

As of Tuesday after-
noon, there had been no 
official communication 
that the duo wouldn’t be 
participating. While Messi 
has dealt with health is-
sues at times during his 
two-year MLS tenure, he 
has played every single 
minute of Miami’s last 19 
games across all competi-
tions.

If he or Alba missed the 
game without a credible 
injury reason, they would 
be subject to a one-match 
suspension for Miami’s 
weekend home clash with 
FC Cincinnati.

RABAT-- Morocco and Ni-
geria will meet on Saturday 
to decide the Women’s Af-
rica Cup of Nations after 
both came through gritty 
semi-final encounters on 
Tuesday.

Hosts Morocco edged 
Ghana on penalties at Ra-
bat’s Stade Olympique 
while earlier Nigeria end-
ed the reign of defending 
champions South Africa 
with a last-gasp 2-1 victory 
in their clash in Casablanca.

Michelle Alozie’s float-
ing free kick was missed by 
both the onrushing Nige-
rian attacker and the South 
African goalkeeper and 
floated into the net for the 
winner four minutes into 
stoppage time.

Rasheedat Ajibade had 
given nine-time winners 
Nigeria the lead from the 
penalty-spot on the stroke 
of halftime, before South 
Africa struck back with a 
spotkick of their own in the 
60th minute, converted by 
Linda Motlhalo.

Just as it seemed ex-

Spain’s Alexia Putellas shoots from the penalty spot.

other coach, but Germany 
is Germany and they have 
eight European Champion-
ships. Their essence is the 
same, regardless of who is 
in charge, and we are very 
clear about the game we 
want to play tomorrow, 
how we want to condition it 
and where we want to take 
it.”

Spain won their three 
group stage games by a 
combined score of 14-3 
before defeating a spirited 
Swiss side 2-0 in the quar-
ter-finals.

“My feelings are good, 
full confidence in what we 
are creating, in the men-
tality we have, in the game 
we have played throughout 
the European Champion-
ship,” Putellas said. “It will 
be a very tough game, like 
any semi-final of a major 
tournament, but with maxi-
mum enthusiasm and maxi-
mum motivation to move 
forward and make history 
once again.”

The winner meets either 
England or Italy in the final 
on Sunday in Basel.

“Leo is more a ques-
tion for the league, for his 
club,” Austin FC and MLS 
All-Star manager Nico 
Estevez said Monday in 
Spanish. “I simply coach 
and direct the players that 
they give me. And I think 
that’s more a question 
for them. And I hope so. 
Because having the best 
player in history is some-
thing very important for 
everyone. But I hope so. 
I’m always very optimistic 
with everything. And why 
not? I hope that he can be 
here.”

The All-Star concept is 
foreign to most of the soc-
cer world beyond North 
America, and 14 mem-
bers of the 30-player MLS 
squad are from beyond 
the United States, Canada 
and Mexico.

But that hasn’t stopped 
most of the squad from 
enjoying the recognition, 
including Nashville SC 
striker and Englishman 
Sam Surridge, who enters 
the exhibition tied with Li-
onel Messi for the league 
lead of 18 goals.

“Yeah, it is very unique,” 
Surridge said. “You get to 
play with some really good 
players. Training (Mon-
day) was brilliant, get-
ting to know some of the 
lads, a few familiar faces 
but also getting to know 
people I don’t know. And 
it’s good because everyone 
comes together this week. 
And then yeah, it’s back 
to business I’d say on the 
weekend.”

Wednesday will mark 
the league’s 29th All-Star 
Game as MLS celebrates 
its 30th season (there was 
no All-Star event in 2020), 
and the fourth time it has 
been played in this format.

The MLS has won 
two of the previous three 
meetings against its bor-
der rival league, though 
Liga MX’s team earned 
a 4-1 victory in last year’s 
edition.

Juan Brunetta of Tigres 
UANL will be back this 
year after scoring a goal 
and winning game MVP 
honors for the Liga MX 
All-Stars in 2024.

tra time would be needed, 
Alozie floated a cross deep 
into the box that beat South 
Africa goalkeeper Andile 
Dlamini who was under 
pressure from two Nigerian 
forwards. 

Ghana had not been 
given much chance against 
Morocco, who were sup-
ported by a capacity crowd, 
but took a 26th-minute lead 
through Stella Nyameke.

Morocco came back 
to equalise after halftime 
through Sakina Ouzraoui 
and then won 4-2 on penal-
ties after extra time.Ghana 
and South Africa will de-
cide third place in Casa-
blanca on Friday with the 
final in Rabat on Saturday.

The tournament was 
originally set for last year 
but postponed because it 
clashed with the women’s 
soccer tournament at the 
Paris Olympics.

The next Women’s Cup 
of Nations is scheduled to 
be played in Morocco again 
next year.
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MALAUCENE, France-- 
Valentin Paret-Peintre kept 
his cool in a furnace of 
pressure and heat, deliver-
ing a thunderous victory 
atop the legendary Mont 
Ventoux to give France its 
first win in this year’s Tour 
de France during a breath-
taking Stage 16 on Tuesday.

The Soudal-Quick Step 
rider edged out Ireland’s 
Ben Healy in a heart-
pounding sprint finale on 
the Giant of Provence, 
while Tadej Pogacar re-
mained unshakable in 
yellow, fending off Jonas 
Vingegaard on the brutal 

GENEVA- - Chloe Kelly 
fired home the rebound 
from her own penalty to 
net a 119th-minute winner 
as reigning champions Eng-
land pulled off a stunning 
comeback to beat Italy 2-1 
after extra time on Tuesday 
and reach the Women’s 
European Championship 
final. 

England fell behind in 
the first half but hit back 
to level through Michelle 
Agyemangsix minutes into 
second-half stoppage time 
and when Emma Severini 

Soudal Quick-Step’s Valentin Paret Peintre celebrates winning Tour de France stage 16, Mont-
pellier to Mont Ventoux, France. 

21.5km ascent averaging 
7.5%.

Defending champion 
Pogacar clawed two more 
seconds from his Danish ri-
val in a final surge to extend 
his overall lead to 4:15 after 
setting the record for the 
climb, riding up in 54 min-
utes and 41 seconds -- one 
minute 10 seconds faster 
than the previous best mark 
set by Spain’s Iban Mayo in 
2004.

The Slovenian also beat 
the fastest time from the 
Saint-Esteve bend, where 
the toughest section starts 
by clocking 44:48. The 

previous record was held 
by the late Marco Pantani 
(46:00).

“I had a bad day in 2021 
on the Ventoux, today was 
the opposite, I had good 
legs, I enjoyed myself,” Po-
gacar, chasing a fourth Tour 
title, said. 

“We will try to go for 
another stage win. He 
(Vingegaard) attacked a lot 
of times but I knew that I 
could follow the wheel.”

Vingegaard suffered a 
brief crash after the line 
but said his performance 
gave him confidence that 

England’s Chloe Kelly scores their second goal from a rebound after missing a penalty during 
the UEFA Women’s Euro 2025  Semi Final against Italy at Stade de Geneve, Lancy, Switzer-
land.

pulled down Beth Mead in 
the box in extra time, Kelly 
grabbed the chance to de-
cide the game.

Her first effort was saved 
but she was quick off the 
mark torifle in the rebound 
and send England through 
to the final where they will 
face either Spain or Ger-
many. 

With the Italians riding a 
wave of confidence after a 
last-minute winner against 
Norway in their quarter-
final, they defended bril-
liantly and attacked inci-

sively on the break.
Their persistence paid 

off in the 33rd minute of a 
gritty semi-final when a ball 
from the right found its way 
to Barbara Bonansea, who 
took a touch before lashing 
it into the roof of the net. 

England then dominat-
ed possession and created a 
slew of chances as the Ital-
ians rode their luck, but too 
often the English attackers 
unleashed shots from dis-
tance that were easily dealt 
with or flew harmlessly over 

MONACO- World Ath-
letics on Tuesday released 
its first annual review as-
sessing meets against its 
“Athletics for a Better 
World” standard, designed 
to minimise environmen-
tal impact while enhancing 
social and local economic 
benefits.

The sustainability report 
categorised events from 
2024 into five achievement 
levels - platinum, gold, sil-
ver, bronze and recognised 
- based on compliance with 
the ABW standard.

“The World Athletics 
Indoor Championships 
Glasgow 24 and the Oslo 
Bislett Games achieved 
platinum, and the Hypo-
Meeting combined events 
meeting in Gotzis, Austria, 
and the Weltklasse Zurich 
achieved gold,” World Ath-
letics said in a statement.

The review, which 
looked at reports from 
102 events from 36 coun-
tries, found that 48 meets 
reached one of the achieve-
ment levels.

“It’s a start our entire 
sport can be proud of,” 
World Athletics president 
Sebastian Coe said in a 
statement.

“We knew from experi-
ence and discussions with 
organisers that sustainabil-
ity planning and reporting 
does require an allocation 
of additional time, resourc-

NEW YORK-- WNBA 
All-Star Game viewer-
ship dropped to an aver-
age of 2.2 million viewers 
this year from a record 
3.4 million on ESPN in 
2024, the network said 
on Tuesday, even as the 
annual showcase was the 
most-watched program 
of Saturday night across 
TV.

The 2024 affair had 
the benefit of the wildly 
popular Indiana Fever 
sharpshooter Caitlin 
Clark and a dramatic 
format that pitted the 
U.S. Olympic team 
against the All-Stars 
who were snubbed from 
the Team USA roster.

Clark was expected 
to be one of the biggest 
attractions for the game 

es and expertise. And we 
know that poses organisa-
tional challenges across 
our events, which will need 
time to change.”

The ABW standard eval-
uated events in six areas, 
including leadership in sus-
tainability, sustainable pro-
duction and consumption, 
climate change and carbon, 
local environment and air 

quality, global equality as 
well as diversity, accessibil-
ity and wellbeing.

“When fully adopted, 
the ABW standard will ap-
ply to about 500 in-stadium 
athletics and mass partici-
pation road running events, 
making it the largest sus-
tainability evaluation sys-
tem in the sport industry,” 
World Athletics added.

in her home market In-
dianapolis but dropped 
out days before due to 
a groin injury. She was 
on the sidelines in sup-
port of the team she cap-
tained.

It was the second 
most-watched All-Star 
Game in league history.

Friday’s skills and 
3-point contests, mean-
while, netted 1.3 million 
viewers on average, up 
89% over the previous 
year.

New York Liberty 
captain Sabrina Ionescu 
won her second title 
in the 3-Point Contest 
while her teammate 
Natasha Cloud took the 
skills event. Team Col-
lier beat Team Clark 
151-131.Continued on page 33

Continued on page 34


