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Every year when the latest 
exam results are released 
for Milton Peters College, 
many people focus on one 
number, the low passing 
rate. Soon after, comments 
begin to spread on social 
media and in the commu-
nity. Some people laugh. 
Others blame the students. 
A few even claim the school 
is failing. But behind those 
numbers are real students, 
teenagers who worked 
hard, felt stress, and gave 
their best in one of the most 
demanding school systems 
in the country.

Milton Peters Col-
lege is known for 
low academic suc-

cess rates, largely because of 
strict, often hard-to-meet re-
quirements. To pass a sub-
ject, students must meet 
tight standards and show 
deep understanding of the 
material. Exams are not sim-
ply about memorising facts, 
they require students to ex-
plain ideas, solve complex 
problems, and think critical-

By Asanté Philipps

ly under pressure. For many 
students, each exam feels 
like a mountain to climb.

To the older public of St. 
Maarten, let’s be frank: it 
is easy to sit back and rid-
icule these results. Educat-
ing yourselves about what 
students are facing is even 
easier. Yet instead of stand-
ing up for young people bat-
tling through a tough sys-
tem, too many choose to 
mock them alongside the 
very system that is weigh-
ing them down.

After exam periods end, 
the results are published 
in newspapers and across 
social media. Officials who 
represent our island see the 
same low rates, yet students 
continue to suffer under re-
quirements that many de-
scribe as unreasonable. For 
example, some students say 
they received a question 
on a history exam, written 
in Curaçao, asking about a 
street in Curaçao, a place 
they do not live. Others say 

they were asked about a 
statue at a high school in 
Curaçao, a school they do 
not attend. The communi-
ty sees these complaints, 
but instead of pushing for 
change, the easiest re-
sponse seems to be ridicule, 
aimed at students who want 
nothing more than a fair ed-
ucation.

“I studied every night,” one 
student said. “I missed out 
on hanging out with my 
friends and even skipped 
family events just to keep 
up, only to be held back a 
year because I was missing 
0.1 points to pass. When I 
didn’t pass, it felt like all that 
hard work didn’t matter.”

Imagine that: repeating an 
entire school year because 
you fell short by a fraction of 
a point, closer to zero than 
to one.

Stories like this are com-
mon among Milton Peters 
College students. Many 
wake up early to study be-
fore class. They carry heavy 
backpacks, not just filled 
with books, but with pres-
sure and fear of failing. 
When they see people on-

line making jokes about their 
results, it cuts deep.

“It makes you feel small,” 
another student said. “Like 
people think we’re stupid. 
But they don’t know how 
hard our exam requirements 
really are.”

That is what people should 
understand before judging. 
A low pass rate does not 
automatically mean poor 
teaching or lazy students. 
Sometimes, it means the 
requirements demand more 
from students than most 
other systems do, with lit-
tle consideration for context.

As the community talks 
about these results, it is im-
portant to remember the 
faces behind the scores. 
These are young people 
who care about their fu-
ture. They do not deserve 
to be laughed at or looked 
down on. Instead of judging, 
the community should take 
the time to understand the 
reasons behind the low pass 
rate. Then, the next time 
you feel tempted to criticize, 
ask yourself honestly: would 
I have been able to pass un-
der these conditions?
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Some young athletes talk 
about winning, others talk 
about effort. Eleven-year-
old Azaiah Duzon talks 
about time, endurance, and 
preparation. He is proud of 
medals, but what matters 
most to him is improving, 
learning what big meets 
feel like, and showing up to 
training even when school 
pressure is real.

Azaiah attends Asha 
Steven’s Hillside 
Christian School and 

balances an exam year with 
a demanding swim sched-
ule. Outside the pool, he 
keeps his mind active with 
chess, gaming, and travel-
ling, but swimming is his 
“calming point”, the place 
where nerves settle and 
focus takes over.

From diplomas to the Dol-
phin Swim Team
Azaiah’s path into compet-
itive swimming started at 
Belair with Franky Swim 
School, where he was work-
ing on earning his diplomas. 
When he was asked if he 
wanted to join a team, he 
did not hesitate. He joined 
the Dolphin Swim Team un-
der Coach Dwight, and has 
been training with the team 
since January 2024.

That decision quickly turned 
into routine and responsi-

bility. Azaiah trains five to 
six times a week, with his 
schedule carefully man-
aged at home to make 
sure school and swim-
ming stay balanced. He de-
scribes himself as a breast-
stroke sprinter, with train-
ing that stays specific to his 
strengths while still building 
the overall base he needs to 
improve.

Carifta 2025, nerves and 
lessons
In 2025, Azaiah travelled 
to Trinidad for the Carifta 
Swim Championships and 
got a first taste of what re-
gional competition feels 
like. He made finals twice, 
in the 50m and 100m 
breaststroke, placing 5th 
and 7th.

He admits it was challeng-
ing and intense, with nerves 
“going crazy”, and he said 
he did not fully know what 
he was getting into. Still, 
he leaned on the prepara-
tion from his coach and fo-
cused on doing his best. Be-
yond the races, he enjoyed 
the experience of travel-
ling with teammates and 
meeting swimmers from 
other countries, including 
teams from Grenada and 
Turks and Caicos. The big-
gest takeaway, he said, is 
that now he understands 
what to expect and what 

he needs to prepare for 
next year.

Big results in Aruba
Azaiah’s most recent com-
petition was in Aruba, and 
it came with a clear pur-
pose: he needed to race in 
a 50m pool to achieve quali-
fying times for Carifta 2026. 
Competing in a long-course 
meet, he raced under the 
supervision of Coach Jordy 
of Aruba Giants, after Coach 
Dwight asked him to guide 
Azaiah through his heats.

The results were strong. 
Azaiah finished with four 
gold medals in:
* 50m butterfly
* 50m breaststroke
* 100m breaststroke
* 50m freestyle

He also earned two silver 
medals in:
* 100m freestyle
* 200m freestyle

Azaiah said it felt great to 
finish the meet that way, es-
pecially while mainly com-
peting against an Aruban 
rival he identified as Ney-
mar. He also noted the tim-
ing, coming off Christmas 
and being in “taper” mode 
rather than heavy training, 
made him even happier 
with the outcome. For him, 
it was less about the medals 
and more about improving 

DIVING FOR GOLD: 
Azaiah Duzon is 

already thinking like a 
competitor

but he believes it is going 
well.

Asked what advice he 
would give peers who want 
to swim, Azaiah kept it sim-
ple: put in the work, go for 
what you want, do not give 
up, and do not doubt your-
self, even when you feel 
ready to stop.

Gratitude behind the grind
Azaiah also made sure 
to recognise the people 
around him. He thanked 
his coach for pushing him 

not to quit, and 
his mom, family, 
and sponsor for 
supporting him 
along the way.

At 11, Azaiah 
Duzon is already 
building habits 
that many ath-
letes take years 
to develop: con-
sistency, self-
awareness, and 
a clear sense of 
what the next 
level demands. 
The medals are 
shining now, 
but the mindset 
is what suggests 
there is more to 
come.

his times and building en-
durance.

What comes next
After Aruba, Azaiah’s fo-
cus is shifting. He wants to 
build endurance as training 
gets harder and competi-
tion gets sharper. He men-
tioned training alongside 
Nigel and Emmbriel, push-
ing each other in practice 
and learning how to stay fo-
cused under pressure. With 
exam year in full swing, he 
says balancing studying and 
training is the hardest part, 
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Where her heart 
Dances: 

Sasha Brooks 
on why dance keeps her 

grounded

how serious she is about dance and 
how far she is willing to dream.

A message to ECYS: keep investing 
in the arts
Asked what advice she would give 
to the Minister of Education, Cul-
ture, Youth and Sport (ECYS), Sasha 
encouraged continued support and 
investment in the arts, especially 
dance. For her, dance is not just a 
hobby, it is discipline, confidence, 
emotional release, and a positive 
outlet for young people.

Sasha Brooks is clear about what 
dance gives her: grounding, joy, and 
a way to express what she cannot 
always say out loud. It is where her 
feet move, yes, but more than that, 
it is where she feels like herself.

feel like you are not progressing fast 
enough.

Sasha has learned to value smaller 
wins. “Even small improvements 
are still progress,” she says. “And 
they matter.”

Dance in her future, for as long as 
she can
Sasha hopes to keep dance in her 
life for as long as possible. With 
school, responsibilities, and the 
pace of daily life, she says dance 
keeps her grounded and helps her 
handle the noise that can come 
with growing up.

A dream stage in Russia
If Sasha could dance anywhere in 
the world, she would choose Rus-
sia, specifically the Vaganova Ballet 
Academy. It is a goal that reflects 

Some teens find their thing early, 
then spend years figuring out how 
to hold onto it while school, pres-
sure, and life start moving faster. 
For Sasha Brooks, a 16-year-old 
fifth form student at St. Dominic 
High School, that “thing” is dance. 
She enjoys reading, watching ani-
me, and expressing herself through 
movement, but dance is the con-
stant that keeps pulling her back, 
even when she has tried to step 
away.

“Dance has been a big part of 
my life for as long as I can re-
member,” Sasha says. “It plays 

a huge role in who I am today.”

It started with her mom, and it 
stuck
Sasha’s dance journey began before 
she was old enough to understand 
what it would become. When her 
mother found out she was having a 
girl, she already knew she wanted 
to put her into dance. Sasha took 
her very first class at three years 
old, and from that moment, dance 
became part of her identity.

The truth is, she quit more than 
once
One thing people may not know 
about Sasha is that she has quit 
dance a couple of times. Not be-
cause she stopped loving it, but be-
cause life can get heavy, and mo-
tivation can disappear, even for 
things you care about deeply.

Each time, she found herself return-
ing. “Dance makes my soul happy,” 
she says. “Whenever I stop dancing, 
I feel lost and ungrounded.”

For Sasha, dance is not only about 
performances. It is about feeling 
steady in her own body and mind.

The people behind the dancer
Sasha is quick to name the people 
who keep her going. Her biggest 
supporters are her parents. She is 
also grateful for her dance teachers 
and the dance moms at the studio, 
who encourage her and remind her 
that she belongs in the space she is 
working so hard to grow in.

Inspiration that feels like art
When Sasha talks about inspiration, 
she points to Miss Indhira. “She 
is someone I will always look up 
to,” Sasha says. “She is an incred-
ible dancer with the most grace-
ful movement, and she evokes so 
much emotion when she dances 
that she leaves everyone wanting 
more.”

What Sasha admires most is not 
only the technique, but the emo-
tion, the way dance can tell a story 
without words.

The hardest part: comparison
For Sasha, one of the toughest 
challenges is comparison. Danc-
ers are always trying to improve, 
always watching others, always 
aiming higher. That can push you 
forward, but it can also make you 
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Some dancers learn their first 
steps in a studio; others start 
long before the first class. For 
17-year-old Savannah Ortega, 
the spark came early, and it 
came loud. She was not the child 
who needed convincing, she was 
the one doing the convincing. By 
the time she was three, Savan-
nah was already in dance class, 
and if you ask her mother, the 
push started even earlier. Sa-
vannah laughs and gives some 
of the credit to a childhood fa-
vourite, “Angelina Ballerina”, the 
TV show that helped turn fasci-
nation into determination.

Today, Savannah describes 
herself as an aspiring rec-
reational therapist and per-

former, a young woman with one 
foot grounded in service and the 
other in the spotlight. It is a bal-
ance that shows up in how she 
talks about dance, not just as 
performance, but as connection, 
community, and purpose.

Savannah has grown into jazz 
as her favourite style, thanks in 
large part to one of the teachers 
who shaped her path. While she 
says she values all of her instruc-
tors, she points to Susha Hein as 
the person who introduced her 
to jazz and helped it become the 
style she loves most. It is the kind 
of influence that sticks, the kind 
that turns training into identity.

Outside the studio, Savannah 
stays busy with other interests 
too. She is involved in Interact 
Club and Choir Club at Learn-
ing Unlimited, spaces that feed 
her social side and keep her en-
gaged beyond dance. Still, it is 
clear where she feels most at 
home. Savannah calls the dance 
school “one of my homes”, a 
place where she feels love and 
support, and right now she is try-
ing to take it all in.

Her main goal for this year is sim-
ple, and it carries weight: spend 
as much time at dance as pos-
sible in these final months as 
an INDISU Dance Theater of St. 
Maarten company member and 
a teacher’s assistant. It is not 
just about perfecting routines, 
it is about closing a chapter with 
intention, appreciating the place 
and people that helped shape 
her.

When Savannah talks about ex-
pression, she does not focus first 
on technique. She talks about her 
face. To her, the face is the story-
teller, whether the piece is joyful 
or heavy. It is where the emotion 
lives, and where the audience can 
meet her. She wants people to feel 
what she feels while dancing, and 
she wants to be remembered for 
giving everything on stage, every 
single time.

That same commitment shows 
up in the moments that mean the 
most to her, moments that hap-
pen away from the studio. Savan-
nah says one of the happiest, most 
confidence-building experiences is 

All That Jazz: 
Savannah Ortega Is Dancing Into 

Her Next Chapter

tra. She is asking for them to be 
treated like a real pathway, one 
that builds confidence, discipline, 
and belonging.

Savannah Ortega is in that in-be-
tween space many young per-
formers recognise: old enough to 
understand what a place means 
to you, young enough to still be 
building the future. She is dancing 
through her last months at INDISU 
with gratitude and urgency, and 
she is doing it with a clear point of 
view. Give the arts room, give chil-
dren a stage, and watch what hap-
pens when talent meets support.

hearing a child spot her in public 
and say, “Mommy look it’s teach-
er Savannah,” before running up 
for a hug. For her, it is reassur-
ance that she is making a positive 
impact in a young child’s life. It is 
also a glimpse of who she is be-
coming: not only a performer, but 
a mentor.

Savannah’s message to the Min-
ister of Education, Culture, Youth 
and Sport (ECYS) is direct. She 
wants more effort put into the 
arts, and more opportunities for 
children to showcase their tal-
ents to the wider community of 
St. Maarten. She is not asking for 
the arts to be treated like an ex-
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When society labels a young person as “bad,” 
it can push them deeper into the same behav-
iour. When society gives structure and a second 
chance, it creates a different outcome.

A better economic situation for our parents
Teenagers feel the economy even when we do 
not pay bills. When parents are stressed, chil-
dren feel it in the home, in what we cannot af-
ford, and in the tension that follows financial 
pressure. Youth in 2026 want a stronger econ-
omy that helps families breathe.

We want leaders to focus on cost of living, sta-
ble jobs, and fair wages. We want the country to 
reduce the everyday struggle that makes normal 
life feel like survival. When parents are working 
two jobs and still cannot catch up, young peo-
ple lose time with family, and some teens feel 
forced to grow up too fast.

A better economy is not only about tourism. 
Youth want more opportunities that match the 
modern world: tech training, small business sup-
port, creative industries, sports development, 
and sustainable industries that help St. Maarten 
become less dependent on one sector. We want 
internships that actually lead somewhere, and 
entry-level jobs that train young people prop-
erly instead of treating us like disposable labour.

Entertainment that is planned, varied, and for 
more than one type of teen
Teens want things to do. That sounds simple, but 
it matters. Boredom is not just boredom, it can 
turn into trouble, anxiety, and risky behaviour. 
St. Maarten’s youth want more planned enter-
tainment that is safe, affordable, and consistent, 
not only during Carnival or special weekends.

Not every teen wants a science fair, a spelling 
bee, or a speech competition. Those activities 

are fine, but they cannot be the only “youth 
development” options. Some teens want mu-
sic showcases, dance battles, open mic nights, 
art exhibits, gaming tournaments, coding hack-
athons, sports leagues, talent nights, fashion 
showcases, beach cleanups with music after-
ward, stuff like that. 

We want events that reflect real youth culture, 
planned with youth at the table. We also want 
spaces to gather that are not treated like a prob-
lem. If teens have no safe places to go, they will 
end up in unsafe places, and then society will 
blame them for being there.

Respect for arts, sports, and different talents
Youth in 2026 want St. Maarten to stop treat-
ing arts and sports like hobbies that do not mat-
ter. Dance, music, theatre, visual arts, and ath-
letics build discipline, confidence, teamwork, 
and identity. They also create careers. Plenty 
of young people are gifted in ways that do not 
show up on a math test, and they deserve in-
vestment too.

continued from pg. 8ST. MAARTEN’S YOUTH

We want better sports facilities, more struc-
tured leagues, and more support for coaches 
and youth clubs. We want arts education that 
is consistent, not occasional. We want scholar-
ships and training opportunities that recognise 
creative and athletic talent alongside academics.

What youth are really asking for
St. Maarten’s teens are not asking leaders to 
“save” us. We are asking for systems that make 
sense. We are asking for schools to prepare us 
for the world we actually live in, with less burn-
out and better support. We are asking leaders 
to understand juvenile delinquency as a symp-
tom of deeper issues, not as a personality trait. 
We are asking for an economy that lets parents 
breathe, because stable homes create stable 
young people. We are asking for entertainment 
and development opportunities that reflect who 
we are, not who adults assume we should be.
If 2026 is going to feel different, then youth voic-
es cannot be an afterthought. We are here now, 
we are paying attention, and we are ready for 
St. Maarten to meet us halfway.
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Constitutional 
Autonomy

The Future of 
St. Maarten

By Joshua Alexander

By Terriann Buckley

Following the 2025 Governor’s 
Symposium, held under the 
theme “15 Years of Constitu-
tional Autonomy: Achievements, 
Lessons and Prospects,” His Ex-
cellency Governor Ajamu G. Ba-
ly met with the top finalists of 
the Youth Creative Vision Con-
test at the Cabinet of the Gov-
ernor in Harbour View on De-
cember 19, 2025. The contest 
invited students to share their 
vision for St. Maarten’s future 
through creative submissions. 
First place went to Joshua Al-
exander of Learning Unlimited 
Preparatory School for his es-
say, “Constitutional Autonomy.” 

This is his piece:

A strong three-legged stool needs 
three strong legs to stand on: 
for Sint Maarten, true and last-
ing stability can only be reached 
by simultaneously strengthening 
the legs of effective governance, 
economic diversification, and a 
vibrant, healthy society.

Effective governance forms the 
first crucial leg because it is the 
institution that legislates and en-
forces the laws that promote so-
cietal unity and protect citizens’ 
rights. Though its role is almost 
entirely legislative, it assumes the 

As part of the Youth Creative 
Vision Contest connected to 
the 2025 Governor’s Sympo-
sium theme, “15 Years of Con-
stitutional Autonomy: Achieve-
ments, Lessons and Prospects,” 
students were invited to present 
their ideas for St. Maarten’s fu-
ture in essays, poems, videos, or 
songs. On December 19, 2025, 
Governor Ajamu G. Baly wel-
comed the winner and finalists 
to an informal meeting at the 
Cabinet of the Governor in Har-
bour View. Terriann Buckley of 
the St. Maarten Academy Voca-
tional Business Campus earned 
second place for her essay, “The 

to make such legal rulings and pro-
vide checks and balances, the is-
land could not have gained access 
to the needed funds and devel-
oped the recovery plan well, thus 
establishing that good governance 
is the key to both internal stability 
and foreign affairs.

Economic diversification constitutes 
the second vital leg, addressing the 
island’s most pressing vulnerability. 
Sint Maarten’s economy, heavily re-
liant on tourism, remains danger-
ously susceptible to external shocks 
like hurricanes, pandemics, or glob-
al recessions. This dependence con-
strains essential projects, from air-
port reconstruction and road re-
pairs to modernising the unstable 
electricity grid, which is all limited 
by available funding. Diversifying 
into new sectors such as technolo-
gy, sustainable industries, or finan-
cial services is not merely beneficial 
but essential for survival. Econom-
ic resilience forms the foundation 
for social development and reduces 
dependence on external aid.

The third and final leg, most worthy 
to be emphasised, is the building 
of a healthy and communal society 
and the establishment of its pride 
and national identity. One of them 
is simply the government hosting 
an earnest “St. Maarten Day Festi-

val” each year, which is no longer 
only a festival but also includes 
regional cultural institutions par-
ticipating. With local ingredients 
as the focus of traditional cook-
ing contests, an active parade 
with both the Dutch and French 
sides’ traditional practices, and 
folk music and dance sessions, 
the festival would be a careful-
ly planned celebration of the is-
land’s unique heritage. It would 
promote the participation of all 
ages, thus promoting the resto-
ration of community pride and 
strengthening interpersonal re-
lations among the people in the 
community.

These three elements are in-
terconnected like threads in a 
tapestry: governance provides 
structure, economic diversifica-
tion adds resilience, and cultural 
cohesion creates identity. By in-
vesting equally in all three pillars, 
Sint Maarten can move beyond 
vulnerability toward self-reliance, 
stability, and collective pride, en-
suring a prosperous future for all 
its citizens. 

Joshua Alexander
Learning Unlimited  
Preparatory School
Constitutional Autonomy Essay 

the development of local facto-
ries to produce goods that can be 
exported. At present, St. Maarten 
depends heavily on imports, 
which increases costs for busi-
nesses and residents. By building 
factories and encouraging local 
production, whether in food pro-
cessing, renewable energy com-
ponents, or small manufacturing, 
we could create jobs, strengthen 
our economy, and reduce our reli-
ance on outside markets. Produc-
ing our own goods  would also al-
low St. Maarten to share unique 
products with the world, boost-

monumental task of coordinating 
the aid for the people during the 
crisis period, providing essential 
services, coordinating the disaster 
relief, and delivering foreign assis-
tance. The destruction caused by 
Hurricane Irma in 2017 is a good 
example of the situation. Right af-
ter the storm, an effective govern-
ment was the most critical compo-
nent for Sint Maarten to operate as 
a stand-alone government in sanc-
tioning the World Bank Trust Fund 
Agreement with the Netherlands. 
This multi-angular pact, which reg-
ulated the disbursement of funds 
for reconstruction summing up to 
euros in the hundreds of millions, 
required a body to govern, which 
would pass the laws that were re-
quired, see to the financial aspect, 
and oversee the execution of the 
works. Without such an authority 

Future of St. Maarten.”

This is her piece:

The island of St. Maarten is a gem 
in the Caribbean, blessed with 
beautiful beaches, vibrant culture, 
and resilient people. However, as 
we look to the future, it is essen-
tial to plan for progress that ben-
efits all residents and ensures our 
island continues to thrive for gen-
erations to come. I believe that St. 
Maarten lies in economic inde-
pendence, modern infrastructure, 
and a cleaner, safer environment.

One major step forward would be continued on pg 11
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St. Maarten’s 
Awaited 
Journey

The Youth Creative Vision Contest, held in con-
nection with the 2025 Governor’s Symposium, 
challenged students to share a vision for St. 
Maarten inspired by lessons from the past and 
present. After the results were announced dur-
ing the October 15, 2025 symposium, His Excel-
lency Governor Ajamu G. Baly met with the win-
ner and finalists on December 19, 2025, at the 
Cabinet of the Governor in Harbour View. Third 
place was awarded to Aljenée Henry of the St. 
Maarten Academy for her poem, “St. Maarten’s 
Awaited Journey.” This is her piece:

It started with a voice,
A whisper that sought the need for change
Due to the overuse of power that grew too great,
Diederick Van Romondt called it the mighty hand 
of power that only dictates
From the one hand of the solo singer
And knew the song needed to be rearranged.

Power from Curaçao had stretched too high
Placing the Netherlands Antilles including St. 
Maarten in the sky
With the most ironclad seats in Parliament hard 
to lie
Total control over development aid beyond our 
eye,
How could my country, St. Maarten,
Not feel played, afraid, betrayed and even en-
slaved?

Millions of ignored requests and unfair rules,
Aruba decided they were changing the rules,
No longer willing to look like a fool.
Aruba left the Netherlands Antilles,
A brave and bold move,
That was highly disapproved
And in hope of autonomy
They seek a brand-new game with their name.

This inspired St. Maarten to say me too,
To seek more freedom, a future new.
In 1994, the referendum band grew;
The choir of St. Maarten sang new hymns,
Though opinions were mainly dim.

When push came to shove,
The people voted to stay
But then realised
That choice led them astray.

So in 2000, when the referendum band came 
playing again,
The people rose up, their voices swayed:
“We choose to leave, to stand, rejoice,
At last, we make the rightful choice.”

The talks began, the papers signed,
A future for St. Maarten was redefined
October tenth, two-thousand ten,
A chapter closed, a new one began.

The Netherlands Antilles faded away
St. Maarten was born on that major day.
A country within the Kingdom’s reign
With pride and hope, yet trials remain.

Since then, twelve governments have come and 
gone
One button coalitions didn’t last long.
Only once did a full-term stay
From 2019 until today.

Committees watch, advise, and steer,

By Aljenée Henry

The CFT’s presence is always near.
Audit Chambers, councils too,
Raise questions is autonomy true?

Parliament stalls, new laws delayed
While motions for freedom twice have swayed
Independence whispers, reforms still wait,
St. Maarten stands at a changing gate.

The journey is long, the future unknown,
But the seeds of freedom have surely grown.
Through trials, struggle, and people’s will
The dream of St. Maarten is rising still.

Aljenée Henry
St. Maarten Academy

ing national pride and economic stability.

Another key improvement is the creation 
of better road systems. Traffic congestion 
is a daily challenge for residents and visi-
tors alike. Building more roads, including 
overhead or elevated roads where possi-
ble, would help reduce heavy traffic and 
make transportation more efficient. In ad-
dition, adding more stop lights, visible traffic 
signs, pedestrian crossings, and garbage bins 
would make our roads safer and cleaner. A 
well-planned transportation network would 
not only save time but also make the island 
more welcoming to tourists, which remains 
a crucial part of our economy.

The future of St. Maarten must also include 
stronger social services to protect and uplift
our people. Establishing drug rehabilitation 
centers would help reduce the number of 
addicts on the streets and give individuals 
the chance to recover and rebuild their lives. 
Creating proper mental health institutions is 
equally important, as it would provide treat-
ment for those struggling with mental issues 
while keeping the environment safe and sup-
portive for everyone. In addition, investing 
in a larger safe haven, especially for abused 
men, women, and children, would offer shel-
ter and hope to those escaping violence or 
difficult situations.

Opportunities for youth development and 
education are another key to a brighter fu-
ture. Building more sports facilities would 
allow young people to improve their athlet-
ic skills, stay healthy, and possibly compete 
at higher levels. The government should 
also offer more scholarships to graduates 
so they can pursue studies abroad and re-
turn to share their knowledge and skills with 
the island. Furthermore, granting more job 
opportunities to local students would help 
them gain experience and build successful 
careers without having to leave their home-
land.

In conclusion, the future of St. Maarten de-
pends on visionary planning and action. By 
building local industries, improving trans-
portation infrastructure, strengthening so-
cial services, and creating more opportuni-
ties for education and employment, we can 
create an island that is more independent, 
efficient, and compassionate. With the right 
investments and the support of our leaders 
and community, St. Maarten can continue 
to shine as a model of progress in the Carib-
bean. Seeing that tourism is our main indus-
try, there should be more online payments 
available for the tourists and also the locals 
in these times of modern technology. I be-
lieve that in the near future, if our leaders 
implement all these factors, St. Maarten/
St. Martin will elevate to another level and 
will rise and shine to be the number one 
destination in the Caribbean. “Oh, sweet St. 
Maarten land!” 

Terriann Buckley
St. Maarten Academy 
Vocational Business Campus

The Future of 
St. Maarten
continued from pg. 10
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) is chang-
ing many parts of our lives, and 
schools are no exception. AI is 
now widely used by everyone and 
people are slowly adapting to it. 
Teachers use AI to help plan les-
sons, while students use it to bet-
ter understand and break down 
difficult topics. AI is changing how 
learning happens. Even though it 
can be very useful, schools are be-
ing careful about how much AI is 
allowed. Most schools today only 
allow AI to a small extent, usual-
ly around 20 per cent or less. This 
shows that while AI is welcome as 
a tool, it is not meant to replace 
students’ own thinking and work. 

AI is changing learning in 
several ways, bringing both 
benefits and disadvantag-

es in some cases. Firstly, it makes 
learning more personalised. Every 
student learns differently, and AI 
can adjust explanations to match 
a student’s needs. For example, if 
one student struggles with a math 
problem, AI models can break it 
down step by step, while another 
student might get a quicker, more 
challenging explanation. This allows 
students to work at their own pace.

AI can also help students explore 
topics more deeply. It can suggest 
new ideas, give examples or even 
develop and brainstorm ideas. Stu-
dents can use AI to check their un-
derstanding, ask questions or or-
ganise information. This turns 
learning from simply memorising 
facts into active thinking and ex-
ploration, which helps students to 
better retain knowledge.

AI provides immediate feedback. 
In traditional classrooms, students 
might have to wait to find out if 
their answers are correct. With AI, 
students can get quick guidance on 
their work, helping them under-
stand mistakes and correct them 

Learning in a world powered by 
Artificial Intelligence 

By Arti Bulland 

while the material is still fresh. 
This instant feedback loop helps 
students improve faster and build 
confidence in subjects they find dif-
ficult.

A tricky part of AI is how it affects 
writing. Some schools use AI detec-
tion tools to see if a student used 
too much AI or plagiarised. But 
these tools are not perfect. Some-
times, students who didn’t use 
AI at all get flagged just because 

their writing sounds advanced or 
uses “big words.” This can be frus-
trating. Students who try hard to 
write well may feel like they are be-
ing punished. Some may even avoid 
using complex vocabulary to make 
sure their work looks natural and 
not written by AI. This raises the 
question of whether a human is as 
advanced as AI. This is a challenge 
schools are still trying to solve.

While AI has many benefits, it al-
so comes with disadvantages. One 
concern is that students and teach-
ers might start comparing human 
abilities to AI. AI can process infor-
mation quickly, suggest ideas, and 
organise work in ways humans can-
not do as efficiently. 

Of course, AI was created by hu-
mans, but its speed and accuracy 
can make people feel like they are 
“behind” or less capable. Some 
students may worry that no mat-
ter how hard they try, AI can always 
produce more polished results. This 
can create stress and make students 
rely too much on technology in-
stead of trusting their own thinking.

Another disadvantage is that over-
use of AI can weaken important 
skills. Problem solving, creativi-
ty, and critical thinking can suffer 
if students lean too heavily on AI. 
If AI does too much for them, stu-
dents might not fully understand 
concepts or develop the confidence 
to solve problems independently. 
Some people argue that allowing 
only 20% AI use is too little, espe-
cially considering how advanced 
and widely available it has become. 

AI is no longer a rare tool, it is eve-
rywhere. Limiting students to such 
a small portion of AI use may pre-
vent them from fully benefiting 
from its potential. In a world where 
AI is becoming part of everyday life, 
restricting its use too much could 
make learning slower and less effi-
cient, rather than helping students 
adapt to the technology they will 
face in the future.

Schools want students to use AI 
as a tool, not as a shortcut. When 
used carefully, AI can support learn-
ing without replacing the effort stu-
dents need to put in. This teaches 
students responsibility. Students 
must decide what to do themselves 
and when to use help. This builds 
independence, decision making, 
and confidence, which are all key 
skills for school and life.

AI is not going away, so students 
and schools need to learn how to 
use it responsibly. The best ap-
proach is to have a proper bal-
ance, students can use AI to help 
understand and organise ideas, but 
the majority of work should come 
from their own thinking. Teachers 
and schools also need to trust stu-
dents and focus on growth rather 
than just checking for AI use.

AI has the power to make learning 
easier and more engaging. When 
used carefully and in moderation, 
it can help students succeed while 
still keeping education meaning-
ful. The goal is not to stop students 
from using AI, but to teach them 
how to use it wisely as a helper, not 
a replacement for their own effort.

By limiting AI to a small percent-
age of work, schools encourage 
students to think for themselves, 
be creative, and learn deeply. AI 
is a tool that, when used correct-
ly, can transform learning for the 
better without taking away the ef-
fort, responsibility, and skills that 
make education valuable.
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SOCIAL MEDIA VS 
REALITY: 

THE IMPACT OF COMPARISON
When was the last time you saw 
a “bad” photo on your feed? So-
cial media trends constantly show 
us perfect skin, perfect bodies 
and perfect lives. For teens still 
figuring out who they really are, 
these trends don’t just entertain 
us, they shape how we see our-
selves. In less than five minutes 
on social media, it’s easy to feel 
like everyone else is prettier, has 
a better life or is luckier than you 
are. But the things we see online 
– is it actually real or just a fan-

would be happier.” The algorithm 
is set in such a way that if you in-
teract with someone’s content, it 
appears more frequently on your 
feed. The more and more you see 
individuals having what you wish 
to have – healthier hair, a “better” 
body, a smaller nose, bigger lips, 
anything that falls under societal 
standards – the more pessimistic 
thoughts form in your mind. 

Everyone experiences this at some 
point in their life. Sometimes it can 
stem from bullying by peers, com-
parisons made by family, or even 
pressure we place on ourselves in-
ternally. It’s easier to wish we could 
live someone else’s life, rather than 
fighting through ours. But do we 
really know someone’s story, or do 
we just know what they allow us to 
know? It’s effortless to think past 
reality, especially when you’re so 
focused on one goal: comparison. 
Over time, this comparison can 
affect how teenagers see them-
selves. Confidence gradually turns 
into self-doubt. Things that once 
seemed insignificant, like skin tex-
ture or body, is now viewed as a 
flaw. Low self-esteem can be real-
ly challenging to overcome, espe-
cially alone. As confidence fades, 
it can begin to feel like nobody 

tasy version of life? How much of it 
is edited, filtered or staged? 

Teenagers spend hours and 
hours scrolling on TikTok and 
Instagram. It all starts off by 

seeing someone online, maybe 
once or twice on your feed. A little 
thought might form, “They seem so 
happy.” This statement may seem 
meaningless, but that’s how com-
parison starts. “What do they have 
that makes them so happy? Why 
don’t I have it? Maybe if I had it, I 

understands what you’re going 
through. But that’s false. Every-
one, even social media influencers 
and models, has once struggled 
with their thoughts at some point. 
They also have insecurities, chal-
lenges or unseen struggles, but 
we’re so focused on what’s shown 
in front of us, that we forget what 
truly happens behind the screen. 

You might come across someone 
on your feed with smoother skin, 
a more toned body, or even tiny 
details like blonde highlights in 
their hair, which might seem in-
significant to others but can feel 
huge when comparing yourself. 
Thoughts arise, “I’m not good 
enough,” which cause lasting 
damage. Comparison isn’t just 
in your head; it alters your be-
haviour. For example, avoiding 
pictures or videos of yourself, 
spending hours trying to “fix” 
appearance, or even obsessively 
checking social media for valida-
tion. Recognising these thoughts 
is the first step to not allowing 
them to control you. Understand-
ing that social media often pre-
sents a mask, rather than reality, 
can help us refocus on our own 
journey.

By Sana Agnani







Public transport is an important type of 
transportation that you can find in every 
country, but its importance is even great-
er in small countries like St. Maarten. In 
a small island where distances are short, 
resources are limited, and many families 
depend on affordable travel, public trans-
port becomes indispensable for daily life. 
For school children especially, public trans-
port is not just a convenience, but a ne-
cessity. Many students depend on this sys-
tem to access opportunities, activities and 
education through regular public buses, 
private buses, and free school buses. Pub-
lic transport also has an economic impact 
that makes the country run better.

In St. Maarten, many school children take 
the bus every day. The government’s yel-
low school buses are such a common 

idea, but they are extremely helpful. Eve-
ry student can travel to and from school 
for free because of these buses. This truly 
makes education accessible to all, regard-
less of what financial situation people are 
in. This is particularly important in a small 
country where not every family has a car 
or can manage the cost of taxis every day. 
So, besides the school buses, some stu-
dents also take private buses, but these 
are more expensive. One child alone on a 
private bus can be US $100. For just about 
US $1 or US $1.50, however, students can 
use the regular public buses that run along 
the main roads. These affordable options 
really help students get to school, after-
school activities, tutoring, and sports prac-
tices without having to rely on their par-

The Importance of 
Public Transport in 
Small Island Nations

By Aditi Rajpal

can be tough for some, public transport re-
ally helps make things fair. It means more 
children have a chance to attend school 
and participate in their social lives. Many 
students would find it difficult to attend 
class every day without these services, 
which could result in missed days, a drop 
in their grades, and fewer opportunities 
in the future.

Public transport in St. Maarten also has an 
economic impact. Getting around can be 
quite expensive these days, right? That’s 
where affordable buses come in. They can 
really help families save some cash since 
they won’t need to spend so much on fuel 
for their own cars, those often-pricey car 
repairs, or those daily taxi trips that real-
ly add up. This means families have more 
money for important things like groceries, 
school supplies, and healthcare. For a small 
country with not much road, public trans-
port is really good because it means fewer 

traffic jams and we use less gas. Buses re-
ally help a lot of people get around all at 
once, which makes transportation better 
for everyone and helps our daily economic 
activities keep going.

The way we move around is changing, 
and it’s pretty cool to see. Lately, there 
are more taxis driving around, and new 
transportation apps have shown up in St. 
Maarten. Sure, these services are handy, 
but they can really add up compared to 
taking the bus. If taxis keep replacing af-
fordable public transport options, it could 
make it much tougher for students and 
low-income families to get around for 
their regular activities. This really shows 
that protecting and making public trans-
port better is super important, especially 
in small countries. The main thing is, there 
just aren’t a lot of other options for eve-
ryone to get by. 

ents for every single ride.

When transportation is something that is 
both affordable and easy to get, students 
are not stuck because of where their 
home might be. Children can go to better 
schools, join in clubs and sports, and re-
ally keep their roots in their community. 
In a small country, where getting around 
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