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This monumental event marks the remarkable jour-
ney of King James – born Kelvin James – in the music 
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When it comes to keeping revellers and 
everyone else safe during the country’s 
biggest cultural event, seasoned Law En-
������	��()���*���	������	�+.�����
means business. 

It is not a task she takes lightly and not one 
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to tell you something, I go will go straight to 
the point,” she tells The Daily Herald, adding 
%!���)����������������*�&��������
���������
�
���
��	�����
��������"������

����
��
�������������������	���
���������
����
�������"�
�������+
���	������������
���
��������"�����������
�����
��������
�
�-�����%.
��������������������!���������	��
���
������������������"��	�����
	�/���!����
��	�������0������
����	�������*�����������
When she got the opportunity, she joined the 
1������+�
����"�'���(��
���21'(���������	�
���� ������� ��
�� ���� 34� 	��
�� ��
���� ��
�
�������	��������"�
������$���������
���������"�
���������������
����

5�����������������	��
�������������
��
�����
%!����������������������
������
	�������"����*�
����������'�������������������������
����6�

����
��
������������������
���"���
� 7���
����
����� ��� �� ������� ����
� ��� ��� �
������
�����
������������������������
����	����
�
�����������
�����
�������"���
�"����
�
������������������������������������
����	�
pass her by. 
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Da Rite Corner Booth #37 in 
the Carnival Village will show-
���� ���� �11����	
� ����� ��� ���
������	� �	�� ���� ��������	�
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Paco Isenia, a born and raised 
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the booth, said “Da Rite Corner” 
was inspired by the rich herit-
age of the Dominican Repub-
lic, Curaçao, Aruba, Dominica, 
St. Maarten and many other na-
���� ��������������B������	� 2�-
land home. 
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life can come together to expe-
rience the warmth and hospi-
tality of Caribbean culture. As 
you step into our booth, from 
������	������������������<���-
���������������������9������-
an cuisine, every aspect of Da 
Rite Corner embodies the spirit 
of inclusivity and unity,” he said. 

Isenia felt inspired this year to 
contribute to the Carnival tra-
����� �	� ��������� ���������
unique to the Carnival village. 
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to share my passion where peo-
ple come together to embrace 
joy, laughter, and a sense of to-
getherness with others and cre-
ate memorable experiences for 
���� ������ ���� �������� ���(���
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lively event and to contribute 
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sees it as a new adventure and 
one he and his team are ready 
����(������������������	-
one involved.
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Dominican mofongo, to Curaçao 
+�������������	�A������(�-
shi yena, each bite at Da Rite 
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that transports you to the sun-
��(��� ������ �� ���� ���������
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��4����������������/����������
At Da Rite Corner, patrons can 
����������������������	�����-
ers, who are eager to share the 
������� ���� ��������� �������
each dish,” he said. 

He said Da Rite Corner will 
stand out in the crowd due 
to its unique blend of cultur-
��� ����	
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“Our booth pays homage to St. 
!������4�� ��I�
� ���������� `z�
�{����� �����
� �	����I���� ����
������4���������	�������<�<��-
ergy charm. Overall, Da Rite Cor-
������������������$��������2��
��������������;�����$����	�
through the sights, sounds, and 
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������-
ing a truly standout experience 
in the Carnival village.”
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val by planning and preparing 
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ble Carnival experience at Da 
Rite Corner, where patrons can 
not only enjoy delicious food, 
but also engage themselves in 
the culture and hospitality of 
����9����������8�4����/��������
welcome everyone to our booth 
and share the magic of Carnival 
with them,” said Isenia.

While as booth holder, Isenia 
may not have direct experience 
in the food industry, he said Da 
)����9�����������(����	��������
with extensive experience and 
�/������� ��� �������� ����� ����
hospitality. “Our team includes 
family members and teammates 
��� ������ �� ������� �� (���-
����������(���������������
���-
suring that our booth delivers 
��� �/�������� ������� �/����-
����� ������� 9��������� B������-
more, our team is deeply root-
ed in Caribbean culture, with a 
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for patrons. With a dedicated 
team of four members, Da Rite 
Corner will be well-equipped to 

handle the demands of the Carni-
�����������������/����������������
and food quality to every visitor 
who stops by our booth.”

A�(�������������/��������������
��������	���4��9�������
�2����������@�
52�4�����������������������	���4��
9�������� ����� �� ������� ��������
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will help ensure a successful and 
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perience and create meaningful 
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have an impact on booth holders, 
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He believes a peaceful event can 
be fostered through, amongst oth-
���������
����������������������
��������
� �����	� ���� �����-
ance, community engagement and 
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pants can contribute to a peace-
ful and fun event that celebrates 
community, culture, and the spir-
it of Carnival, even in the face of 
challenges.”

Isenia, a father of two, said he pos-
sesses a strong sense of responsi-
bility and love for family. Outside 
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in community outreach and ser-
vice. He is passionate about sports 
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lenges along the way. “My dedica-
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evident that I bring a well-round-
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life,” he said. Isenia is grateful to 
St. Maarten Carnival Development 
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the opportunity to operate as a 
booth holder. 
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This year’s event will be hosted by 
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Cock-Up contestants are Edwards 
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This year’s Cook-Up contestants will 
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ture. Carnival is where we celebrate 
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what we eat. Every year, we choose 
local dishes and the booth holders 
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of booth holders’ specialty drinks,” 
explained Lourens. 
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event’s success 

PDG Director Jonathan Robitaille is 
equally excited to be involved in this 
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He said PDG Supplies started spon-
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volved. PDG Supplies feels it is 
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party of the year – the St. Maarten 
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and Devan Roserie.
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In keeping with the vision of St. Maarten 
���	� ���?� ���1��	��4��	����	�@��?4A�
President Edwardo Radjouki, several 
����1��� ���� ��:���� ��� ��F��� ����� �����
�������	��	�G�����������	���������������
�����������(	������ ����1�� ��� ������� �-
 ����H������	��������������1��������
�������	�������������������".�������&�

Survivors Troupe Leader Jasmine Philips, 
who has been involved in the country’s 
Carnival for more than a quarter of a cen-
tury, has some strong views about Carni-
val, its parades and the need to get more 
children involved via schools to help ignite 
the love for Carnival amongst the youth. 
She also highlighted how extremely dif-
;����� ��������������������� �����
������
which this year has been zero for the long-
standing troupe, since its main sponsor 
.fKf�����������������
�����������	��
��

“What are really missing in our Carnival 
�
���
����������������!��/����������7����
be about] feathers and swimsuits and G-
��
�����!�����	)����
������
��������������
have worked their way around party out-
;�������������	������'���(��
����������
���:������*

Asked how she feels about the request 
from the SCDF to include more culture in 
Carnival troupes and in Carnival in gener-
al, Philips said, “The request is awesome. 
However, the demand is another thing, es-
�������	�����	��)
��������
��������
any way whatsoever towards it. We have 
moved so far away from that goal post, 
�������������������
�����"�
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embrace this type of costuming is very 
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��������
������
C�
���!������	�����)����������
�`G��	��
��
of Carnival and demand such because 
a standard has already been set among 
your people. Twenty years ago, persons 

generally wore more clothing, but today 
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you to incorporate in your troupe], but if 
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can go on and on. So, what are we looking 
����
������	6*������������%9���
���������
������������������C����������	���	������
can happen is if our young ones are taught 
and shown the value of loving this coun-
�
	�'���(��
����E������������������	��
��	�������'�������$����7�����������
	�
������������������������
	���������$�����
to get on board and be taught how to do 
this. We are seeing the results of this not 
������������	�*����������
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these vibrant and colourful costumes will 
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����%��
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tell the story of a very important person 
����������
����������������
�������-
cause most persons go to the Village for 
some tasty BBQ chicken, ribs or even BBQ 
���������*��������������������������"�����
�
�������� ��������� ����� ��� �������� ��
charcoal burner. 

She explained that the charcoal burner, 
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�����
���"���
�-

val, hence this will be depicted 
in her troupe. “Coal is some-
thing that every booth hold-
�
��
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-
�����
����������E����"���
�
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the wives of these men using 
what they had on hand to cre-
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usually piled together before 
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������ /�"� ������ ����
����0������������
����
�����
�
������*

'�
����
��1
���������������
�� ������� �� ���� '��� (��
���
Carnival for many years. “We 
���
���� �V� ��� �.fKf� ����-
dren’s Carnival Troupe’ (with 
the company being our only 
�����
� "�
� ��
�� ���� �`��
years). The Carnival group 
����� ��"�
�� ���� ����� (����
Veronica Gumbs, who was al-
so a worker at that company, 
�������������(�����"���
�
��-
ellers from our children sec-
��� ������ �� ��� ��
� ������
�������������
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ry. All of our costumes are lo-
cally made by co-workers and 
other workers. Unfortunately, 
we were not supported by the 
�����	������	��
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The troupe will have two chil-
�
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���� ��	� ������� ���� ������
troupe will have. Philips said 
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year with almost no one will-
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ent wave of involvement in it. 
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free to contact me via email 
��� 1������7�����4G�¡������
com or via WhatsApp/phone 
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open to everyone even those 
���� 7���� ���� ��� ���
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to make a simple head piece. 
Philips said persons can feel 
free to walk in. She expressed 
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they haven’t seen for a while 
and having an all-round good 
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make the most of the celebra-
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curtains will close on Carnival 
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Timo LIVE in Concert is the surprise event of the season, 
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Baker Jr. urges the public to ral-
ly behind the calypso showcase, 
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Lady Nyra: ‘Talk to your children’ 

5��	� A	
�� ������ ��� �� �����-
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show, but there is nothing new 
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Shanyra “Lady Nyra” Richardson. 
She will be taking the stage by 
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Ebony Empress: ‘This is my year of 
winning’ 
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second song will be what she calls 
“a great surprise”.
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Mighty Dow Lady Nyra
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the Junior Carnival Queen 
Pageant took centre stage 
at this year’s Carnival. Three 
young girls showcased their 
talent, beauty, and grace as 
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tle.
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training and support. The re-
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1st 
runner up 
D�)��	���
Flanders.

2nd 
runner up 
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Paines.
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