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The 55th edition of St. Maarten’s Carnival is shaping up to be a major success. Judg-
ing by the interest shown so far, revellers – both local and coming from abroad – can’t 
wait for the festivities to start in earnest.

Organisers, participants, spectators and all others involved are no doubt ready to make 
this a memorable edition worthy of the Dutch side’s biggest cultural event. As usual, peo-
ple are encouraged to enjoy themselves and blow off some steam, but do take care and al-
ways be considerate of others.

Let the bacchanal season start! 

T a b l e  o f  C o n t e n t s 

FULL-FLEDGED 
CELEBRATION 

Grand Carnival Parade: 
The ultimate expression of  culture ............................. 3

Culture Night: the essence of St. Maarten’s 
multicultural spirit ...................................................... 5

Lighted Parade brings a new glow to Carnival 55 ........ 5

Secrets Mas brings ‘Reflections’ to life as 
Wathey passes baton for Carnival 55 .......................... 6

Kooyman’s battle of  the booths to play out 
on social media ......................................................... 7

Flag Fest: All about high energy and 
cultural pride ~Straight into J’ouvert!~ ...................... 8

New, young talents take centre stage at
Youth Extravaganza ................................................... 9

www.sxmcarnival.life, Carnival’s 
new cutting-edge website .......................................... 9

Taste your way through the village ........................... 10

Night of  the Hitmakers the Highlight 
of  Carnival 55 ......................................................... 11

Five DJs to lead the vibe at Carnival 55 Takeover ....... 12

Carnival vibes, not court dates:
What could cost you this season ............................... 13

Powerful vocals and timeless hits:
Soulful Company, a Motown experience ..................... 14

Nine youngsters ready to take stage for 
Calypso Barbara Junior Calypso Competition .............. 14

Latin Night set to deliver high-level, 
unforgettable experience for Carnival 55 .................. 15

Luv Lux Mas celebrating unity, culture 
with “Rhythms of the Caribbean”  ............................ 16

Junior Carnival Parade .............................................. 17

One Love Reggae Concert ........................................ 18

Mix Master Pauly: 
The Soundtrack of  St. Maarten Carnival .................... 19

King Beau Beau, from then to now! ........................... 20

II Brothers Entertainment leads charge 
to elevate Carnival with ‘The Reunion’ ...................... 21

Senior Calypso Finals Set for April 21st .................... 21

Koncert X returns bigger with high-
energy line-up, international acts ............................. 22

Bacchanal Sunday marks 10 years with 
‘Wild Whine Waist’ theme, star-studded line-up  ........ 23

St. Maarten Soca to the World .................................. 24

The Season of Rhythm, Revelry, and Road Energy! ... 24

Klimaxx Karnival to bring “Reign of  the Legacy” 
to Carnival 55, introduces Klimaxx Kidz ..................... 25

Road March Competition brings energy, 
youth, vibes to carnival stage ................................... 26

Unforgettable Big Band Culture event to 
celebrate the heartbeat of  Carnival .......................... 26

Three Queens to be Crowned ................................... 27



3WWW.THEDAILYHERALD.COM                  CARNIVAL SPECIAL 2026 APRIL 10, 2026

Publisher
Paul De Windt

 
Coordinators
Darlene Hodge
Martha Marsden

 
Contributors

Judy Fitzpatrick
Darlene Hodge
Martha Marsden

Rajesh Chintaman 

Graphic Designer
Evadney Henriques

Cover Image
Xscape the Band

 
Copy Editor

Sharon van Arneman
 

Operations Manager
Steven De Windt

 
Advertising Coordinator

Moira Marcelle

The Carnival 
Special 2026

is a Special Publication 
of

The Grand Carnival Pa-
rade remains the crown 
jewel of St. Maarten’s 
Carnival, and for its 55th 
anniversary, the spec-
tacle carries even greater 
meaning. 

According to St. Maarten 
Carnival Development 
Foundation (SCDF) repre-
sentative Michael Granger, 
the parade is far more than 
a visual display – it is the 
ultimate embodiment of 
the island’s culture and 
identity.

“The Grand Carnival Pa-
rade is the biggest pub-
lic expression of what St. 
Maarten Carnival means. 
It is where music, costume, 
movement, culture, cre-
ativity, and community all 
come together on the road 
in one spectacle.” 

This year, that spectacle 
takes on added signifi-
cance. “For the 55th an-
niversary, it carries even 
more weight because it is 
not just another parade, it 
is a celebration of how Car-
nival has survived, evolved, 
and remained one of the 
island’s strongest cultural 
traditions over more than 
five decades.”

One of this year’s major 
highlights is the introduc-
tion of a second-day expe-
rience. “One of the major 
additions for Carnival 2026 
is the introduction of a 
brand new lighted second-
day Grand Parade, which 

GRAND CARNIVAL PARADE: 
The ultimate expression of culture

makes this anniversary year 
different from the standard 
format.” This addition re-
flects the SCDF’s commit-
ment to expanding and 
enhancing the Carnival ex-
perience.

Organising a parade of 
this magnitude requires 
months of preparation and 
coordination. “A parade of 
this size takes months of 
planning. It involves troupe 
design and costume pro-
duction, truck and trailer 
inspections, band coordi-
nation, security planning, 
traffic management, emer-
gency response readiness, 
route coordination, vendor 
management, and constant 
communication between 
the SCDF, police, ambu-
lance, and other stakehold-
ers.” Granger emphasized 
that preparations began 
long before April, high-
lighting the extensive effort 
behind the scenes.

Lessons from past years 
have played a crucial role 
in shaping this year’s ap-
proach. “One clear lesson 
is that crowd enjoyment 
must always be matched by 
structure and safety.” 

This focus is reflected in 
stricter inspections, im-
proved coordination, and 
clearer rules. At the same 
time, preserving cultural 
identity remains a prior-
ity. “Another lesson is the 
importance of protecting 
the cultural identity of St. 

Maarten Carnival itself, 
which is why SCDF has 
kept its requirement that 
each troupe lead with a cul-
tural section depicting St. 
Maarten’s heritage.”

This year, 17 troupes have 

officially registered, with 
the possibility of additional 
participants arriving later. 
While the number of ac-

companying bands is ex-
tensive, Granger noted, 
“Too numerous to men-
tion: Some troupes have a 
band and a DJ on the road,” 
ensuring a dynamic and vi-
brant musical atmosphere 
throughout the parade.

The route remains un-
changed, maintaining a 
sense of tradition. “There 
has been no change for 

2026, the traditional Grand 
Parade format has the pa-
rade starting from the en-
trance of St. John’s Estate 
along L.B. Scott Road, Bush 
Road, Pondfill, Front Street 
and ending at Festival Vil-
lage on Soualiga Road.”

Safety continues to be a 
central focus. “Safety starts 
before parade day. Partici-
pating vehicles and trailers 
are subject to inspections,” 
with strict adherence to 
rules regarding alcohol 
use, weapons, and behav-
iour. Coordination with 
law enforcement and emer-
gency services is extensive. 
“SCDF works in coordina-
tion with KPSM and other 
emergency and public 
safety stakeholders,” with a 
security team of over 30 ac-
companying the parade.

Granger said that smooth 
execution depends on 
preparation – “by planning 
early, locking in registra-
tions, coordinating with 
stakeholders, and tighten-
ing expectations well ahead 
of the event. Smooth ex-
ecution comes from prepa-
ration, not improvisation.” 
This proactive approach 
ensures that both partici-
pants and spectators can 
enjoy the event safely.

Crowd control and emer-
gency readiness are also 
carefully managed. “Crowd 
control and emergency 
readiness depend on police 
deployment, route control 
and securing with barri-
cades and other measures,” 
along with consistent pub-
lic messaging about safety.

Attendance is expected 
to be strong, with the pa-
rade traditionally drawing 
around 20,000 spectators. 
“With the influx of people 
to the country, expect that 
to increase,” Granger noted.

For visitors, simple guide-
lines can make a big differ-
ence. “Visitors should come 
early, stay hydrated, follow 
instructions from police 
and SCDF officials, and use 
good judgment throughout 
the day.” Planning transpor-
tation and being mindful of 
road closures are also key 
to a smooth experience.

As troupes prepare to take 
the road with elaborate cos-
tumes and vibrant displays, 
the Grand Carnival Parade 
promises to once again de-
liver a powerful celebration 
of culture. In this milestone 
year, it stands not only as 
a highlight of the Carni-
val calendar, but also as a 
testament to the resilience 
and evolution of one of St. 
Maarten’s most cherished 
traditions.
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As St. Maarten Carnival 
celebrates its milestone 
55th edition in 2026, one 
of the most meaningful 
events on the calendar is 
set to take the spotlight 
– Culture Night. Sched-
uled for Monday, April 
13, in the Carnival Vil-
lage, this special evening 
invites residents, those 
from other islands and 
traveling visitors to con-
nect with the rich heri-
tage and traditions that 
define St. Maarten.

Culture Night is more 
than just a showcase; it 
is a powerful tribute to 
identity, history, and the 
diverse influences that 
have shaped the island 
over generations. From 
rhythmic drumming and 
traditional dances, to 
colourful costumes and 
expressive performances, 
the event captures the es-

sence of St. Maarten’s mul-
ticultural spirit.

Beginning at 8:00pm, the 
stage at Jocelyn Arndell 
Carnival Village will come 
alive with a dynamic dis-
play of talent, featuring 
local groups and perform-
ers who embody the pride 
and passion of their com-
munities. Each act tells a 
story, reflecting the island’s 
unique blend of Caribbean, 
African, European, and 
Latin influences – all wo-
ven together into one spec-
tacular experience.

Families, cultural enthu-
siasts, and Carnival fans 
are encouraged to come 
out in full support, waving 
their flags and celebrating 
together in true Carnival 
fashion. The evening prom-
ises a rich and engaging at-
mosphere where tradition 
meets creativity, and where 

every performance high-
lights the heartbeat of the 
island.

Organizers are also ex-
tending an open invitation 
to individuals and groups 
who wish to participate 
in this grand showcase. 
Those interested can still 
be part of the line-up by 
reaching out via email at 
info@sxm-carnival.com. 

As the 55th edition of St. 
Maarten Carnival contin-
ues to build excitement, 
Culture Night stands as 
a reminder of what Car-
nival truly represents – a 
celebration of people, 
heritage, and shared iden-
tity.

Come out and experi-
ence the heartbeat of St. 
Maarten’s culture at the 
55th Edition of Carnival! 

For the first time in its official 
history, St. Maarten’s Carnival 
will feature a Lighted Parade, 
adding a dazzling new dimen-
sion to the 55th anniversary 
celebrations. Designed to trans-
form the road into a glowing 
spectacle, the event introduces a 
fresh night-time experience that 
complements the traditional 
daytime parade.

“The Lighted Parade is essentially 
a night-time road parade built 
around illumination, lights, glow 
effects, and the visual energy that 
comes alive after dark,” explained 
Michael Granger, St Maarten Car-
nival Development Foundation 
(SCDF) member. While the idea 
has been in the works for some 
time, its debut aligns perfectly 
with this milestone year. “We 
wanted to do this since 2020, but 
COVID interrupted. We decided 
to save it for an anniversary year. 
It is basically the same Labour Day 
parade (second day parade) – just 
at night.”

The concept is simple yet striking, 
focusing heavily on visual impact. 
“Just lights, lights and more lights,” 
Granger said, capturing the es-
sence of what patrons can expect. 
From glowing costumes to illumi-
nated trucks, the parade promises 
a unique atmosphere that sets it 
apart from traditional Carnival 
events.

Between 15 and 20 bands or musi-
cal groups are expected to accom-
pany the parade, ensuring that the 
vibrant sound of Carnival remains 
at the forefront, even as the visu-
als take centre stage. The route fol-
lows a familiar path. “The parade 
route is the same as the regular 
Labour Day parade would be. It 
begins at Carnival Village, moves 
down Pondfill, turns at the inter-
section towards Real Auto, Front 
Street, then ends back at the Car-
nival Village.”

Hosting a night-time event pres-
ents its own set of challenges, 
particularly in terms of safety and 
visibility. “At night, the main con-
cerns are visibility, crowd move-
ment, vehicle safety, and quick 
emergency response.” To address 
these concerns, a comprehensive 
plan has been put in place. 

“Based on how other 2026 Carni-
val road events are being handled, 
the measures include a strong po-
lice presence, traffic control, clear-
ly managed parade movement, and 
enforcement of public safety rules 
along the route.”

Additional emphasis has been 
placed on lighting and spacing. 
“Because this is a night-time event, 
there is added emphasis on light-
ing, spacing, and keeping the route 

clear for both revellers and emer-
gency access.” Coordination with 
relevant authorities has ensured 
that darker areas along the route 
are properly illuminated.

Security arrangements mirror 
those of the Grand Parade. “Same 
as Grand Parade,” Granger con-
firmed, noting that established 
systems are being applied to en-
sure consistency and reliability. All 
necessary approvals have already 
been secured. “All permits for Car-
nival have been issued,” he added, 
dismissing concerns about poten-
tial delays.

As a first-time official event, the 
Lighted Parade carries a sense of 
excitement and anticipation. 
“This is the first year we are do-
ing it. All previous iterations were 
privately organised.” That official 
recognition elevates the parade, 
making it a key highlight of Car-
nival 55.

Spectators are encouraged to take 
precautions to fully enjoy the ex-
perience. “Come early, follow in-
structions from police and SCDF, 
remain aware of your surround-
ings, supervise children closely, 
avoid blocking parade movement, 
and plan transportation in ad-
vance.” 

Given the night-time setting, extra 
attention to visibility and personal 
safety is advised.

While specific standout features 
remain under wraps, there is 
plenty to look forward to. “Yes, 
the public will have to come out to 
see,” Granger said, hinting at sur-
prises that will unfold on the night.

The Lighted Parade is designed to 
complement, not replace, the tra-
ditional Grand Parade. 

“The daytime Grand Carnival Pa-
rade is about colour, heat, road 
energy, and the full visibility of 
costumes in natural light. The 
Lighted Parade complements that 
by offering a completely different 
atmosphere – one built around 
illumination, mood, glow, and 
night-time spectacle.” Together, 
the two events create a layered 
Carnival experience that high-
lights both tradition and innova-
tion.

With expectations high and cu-
riosity building, the Lighted Pa-
rade is poised to become one of 
the most talked-about additions 
to Carnival 55. As the island 
comes alive after dark, the glow-
ing procession promises to deliver 
a magical, immersive experience 
that reflects the evolving spirit of 
St. Maarten Carnival while hon-
ouring its vibrant roots.

Culture Night:
the essence of St. Maarten’s 

multicultural spirit



APRIL 10, 2026  CARNIVAL SPECIAL 2026  THE DAILY HERALD6

As St. Maarten gears up for its 55th 
Carnival, Secrets Mas is preparing 
a bold and theatrical presenta-
tion while long-time troupe leader 
and avid reveller, Brenda Wathey, 
transitions into a new phase of 
leadership, marking a defining mo-
ment for the group.

“In true St. Maarten spirit of growth 
and unity, I’m stepping into a new 
phase of leadership within the 
troupe I have guided with passion 
and dedication for many years,” 
Wathey stated, announcing that she 
is officially passing the role of troupe 
leader into new hands. Alicia Hart, 
Dellan Thomas, Claudine Williams 
and Dwight Williams will now lead 
the troupe forward, bringing fresh 
energy while maintaining the strong 
foundation already built.

“This transition is not a step back, 
but a powerful step forward – one 
that celebrates legacy, embraces new 
leadership, and ensures the contin-
ued vibrancy and excellence of the 
troupe,” she said, adding, “I have 
passed the baton and am simply 
guiding at this point.”

The leadership shift comes as Secrets 
Mas prepares to hit the road with its 
2026 theme, “Reflections” – a con-
cept rooted in nostalgia, evolution 
and creative expression. The theme 
revisits iconic designs while reimag-
ining them through a modern lens.

“This year, Secrets Mas is portray-
ing ‘Reflections’ for old times’ sake, 
which showcases our iconic designs 
from the past, blending the beauty of 
yesterday with the brilliance of today 
– a bold and immersive celebration 
of mystery and theatrical expression,” 
Wathey explained.

The presentation will feature five 
sections – Roots, Tribal Echo, War-
rior Goddess, Stardust and Fiesta 
– each offering a distinct story and 
aesthetic, while remaining connect-
ed under the overarching theme. 
“Roots” highlights cultural heritage 
and identity, while “Tribal Echo” is 
described as a powerful expression 
of rhythm, unity, and ancestral ener-
gy from our past Wild Indian theme. 
“Warrior Goddess” focuses on femi-
nine strength and beauty, “Stardust” 
brings glamour and movement, and 
“Fiesta” delivers a vibrant, Latin-
inspired burst of colour and rhythm. 

The troupe will present 35 individu-
als, along with Queen Cleo Carty 
and King Elias Jones. Costumes are 
expected to be a major highlight, 
with a rich palette of burgundy, for-
est green, gold, orange and blue, 
combined with feathers, sequins, 

Secrets Mas brings ‘Reflections’ 
to life as Wathey passes baton for 

Carnival 55

rhinestones, fabric and large-scale 
structures designed to captivate on 
the road.

“It’s definitely Couture. Couture 
is our inspiration. We draw heav-
ily from statement, high-fashion 
looks seen on international runways, 
blending that with global Carnival 
trends and theatrical storytelling. 
Our goal is always to create pieces 
that make revellers feel power-
ful, confident, and unforgettable,” 
Wathey said. 

“At the same time, we incorporate 
elements of our own culture and a 
touch of fantasy to ensure that every 
design is distinctive and stands out 
on the road. This year, ‘Momo’ comes 
out to celebrate for the 55th. Line the 
streets; it will be a spectacle.”

Beyond the visual impact, Secrets 
Mas is focused on creating an im-
mersive and emotional experience 
for both revellers and spectators. 
Around 150 participants are expect-
ed to bring the theme to life through 
movement, music and expression.

“As we’re celebrating 55 years of St 
Maarten’s carnival, we want to evoke 
emotion, excitement, freedom, con-
fidence and a celebratory mood. Our 
goal is for every reveller to feel like 
they can fully express themselves and 
embrace the spirit of Carnival. We 
don’t just bring a troupe, we create 
an energy that embodies carnival,” 
Wathey said.

Music will play a central role, with The 
Cut Creator DJ Outkast providing a 
high-energy soundtrack throughout 
the parade. “We are proud to once 
again feature St. Maarten’s #1 Party 
DJ – The Cut Creator DJ Outkast, 
delivering a high-energy experi-
ence that keeps the road alive. Every 
reveller and spectator must feel the 
vibes when Secrets Mas music truck 
is passing from the start to the end 
at the village,” she noted, adding, 

“Expect a high-energy, nonstop vibe 
featuring a mix of local and regional 
soca hits, blending the best of this 
year and past years.”

Participants can also expect a pre-
mium Carnival experience from start 
to finish. “From registration to the 
road, we are committed to delivering 
a premium, unforgettable Carnival 
experience. Our formula combines 
great music, stunning couture-in-
spired costumes, hands-on profes-
sional coordination, and personal-
ized attention, all within a warm, 
family-oriented atmosphere. It’s an 
experience rooted in pure enjoyment 
– one that stays with you long after 
King Momo is burned.”

Even for Wathey, there is still an el-
ement of excitement in seeing the 
final designs come together. “Hon-
estly, it’s always a surprise, and that’s 
something I truly enjoy. I trust the 
designers completely. They never 
disappoint. What I can say is that 
the overall concept and mood board 
reflect a fierce, bold, and dramatic 
aesthetic, capturing the energy and 
grandeur that 55 years of St. Maarten 
Carnival truly merits.”

Reflecting on the evolution of mas, 
she noted the increasing standards 
and innovation within Carnival. 
“Mas has evolved significantly, with 
higher standards in materials, de-
sign, production, and overall pre-
sentation. There is now a stronger 
focus on branding, experience, and 
innovation, which has elevated the 
entire Carnival product. At the same 
time, there is a growing awareness 
of the importance of preserving the 
cultural roots of Carnival. With RE-
FLECTIONS, we intentionally hon-
our both where we’ve come from and 
where we’re going.”

Despite ongoing challenges such as 
rising costs and sourcing materials, 
the team remains committed to de-
livering a high-quality product while 

exploring more sustainable practices. 

“Challenges include sourcing ma-
terials, managing rising costs, and 
ensuring timely production. At the 
same time, we are actively engaging 
in meaningful discussions around 
shifting our focus toward sustain-
ability, including the use of more 
eco-friendly materials to help pro-
tect and improve our island’s envi-
ronment. Despite these challenges, 
our team remains fully committed to 
delivering a high-quality product.”

For Wathey, the passion behind Car-
nival remains unchanged: “Carnival 
is in my DNA, it’s something I’m 
truly passionate about. On a lighter 
note, anyone who knows me knows 
I love anything bejewelled and glitzy. 
More importantly, participating in 
Carnival and witnessing the joy it 
brings to people is what continues to 
motivate me.”

She also stressed the importance 
of continued support. “Continued 
support from sponsors, the com-
munity, and the carnival committee/
organisers is key. Investment in Car-
nival helps ensure sustainability and 
growth for future generations.”

While the troupe will compete for 
titles including Best Troupe, Best 
Male Individual and Best Female 
Individual, the heart of Carnival re-
mains its people and shared energy. 
“It will always be the people: The 
coming together at the Village to 
share exciting energy in the lead up 
to Parade Day. The Village is truly 
the pulse of it all and it’s something 
uniquely special to St. Maarten Car-
nival that you don’t quite experience 
anywhere else.”

With “Reflections,” Secrets Mas is 
not only showcasing couture, culture 
and creativity, but also telling a story 
of growth, unity and transition – 
honouring the past while confidently 
stepping into the future.
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Kooyman is once again hosting its exciting booth compe-
tition, rewarding booth-holders, who take their carnival 
business seriously, with prizes and extra coverage. This 
year, adding to the excitement and exposure factors is the 
�������������		�
����
��	��������	��	�
���

��	���	���	
���-
ing the judging, they will explore the booths day-in, day-
out, taking you along for the ride and ultimately picking 
their favourites. Kooyman is also hosting its link-up cor-
���������	���

��	�������
�������
�	���
����	��������������
55 years of Carnival!

Follow Rahul (@prettyboirahul), Bianca (@bb_bad) and Ava 
(@therichaunti._) on Instagram as they explore the booths 
of Jocelyn Arndell Festival Village during the festivities and 
share their experiences. They’ll rate the booths on aspects 
including cultural relevance and look, creativity, originality, 
cleanliness, and attention to detail. The three top booths will 
receive special prizes and gift vouchers from Kooyman.

Last year, Vybz Cyan Done (Booth #6) reigned supreme, tak-
ing home the title of winner. 

While you’re in the village exploring the booths and enjoy-
ing events, stop by at Kooyman’s link-up cornuh, where you 
can sit down to enjoy your food and lime with friends. The 
Kooyman promo team will be present on some nights, host-
ing fun games. Make a game part of your experience, and 
you could win a Kooyman carnival T-shirt – limited edition.

Over at the store in Cay Hill, Kooyman will also be hosting 
����������	
����
��������������������������������������
����
����������������������������������������������������!����-
������ ������� �����"�������������� ����$���$�� ���"���������
prizes including tickets to Night of the Hitmakers, Koncert 
%��&�$$����������������$����!����������
�$'�����������*���
Miles!

Kooyman’s battle of 
the booths 

to play out on 
social media

Don’t miss the booth competition, 

�������	
����
	���	���
���	�����Kooyman’s link-up cornuh 
is back again this year!

Last year’s winner, Vybz 
Cyan Done (Booth #6).
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Flag Fest: All about high 
energy and cultural pride
Straight into J’ouvert! 

Flag Fest – undoubtedly one 
of carnival’s biggest events 
– is a celebration of national 
pride. People proudly wave 
���������	
������	����
������
from around the world, cre-
ating a strong sense of na-
tional and cultural pride. It 
creates a sense of connec-
tion, especially for the Carib-
bean diaspora – a bond and 
unity across the Caribbean 
and all continents.

Even though each island has 
its own unique identity and 
���� ��� �	
�	��

�� 
���������
Flag Fest brings everyone 
��������� ��
��������� 
����-
ences while feeling like one 
community.

������ �	���������� ��
� ���-
comers are able to enjoy 
some of the top regional and 
international artistes and 
bands performing on one 
stage – all on one night. The 
vibe is unmatched – nonstop 

�������� ��
�	��	
� �	������
��������� ���� ������� ��
� ��
carnival-like energy similar 
to no other.

Known for being extreme-

�� ������������� ����������
Flag Fest is also known for 
���� ���� ���������������� !�"��
a culture-packed Caribbean 
party that blends all genres 
��� ����� ��
� ��	���� �	�����
cultural identity and celebra-
������ ��
� ���� ����������� ����
best carnival vibe into one 
experience. Come to expe-
������� �
��� ����� ��
� ��	"

�
��
� �������� ���� ��������-
�������� �������� ������������
�����������	���������������
	�������� �

���������� ��
� ����
best carnival vibes.

As St. Maarten celebrates 
�� ��
������� ##� ������� �
���
Fest is coming out bigger 
than ever: rather than being 
�� ����
��
���� ��������� ����

non-stop high energy party 
is transitioning straight into 
$"�	������
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this year is running straight 
into the next biggest carnival 
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connected to the full carnival 
experience.
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biggest soca / bouyon high 
energy carnival event for 
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make sure you are ready for 
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time VIP experience. 

We asked organisers about 
the returning performers. 
“Despite having a relatively 
small pool of bands and per-
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meet the level and musical 
style required for and at Ca-
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turning artistes continue to 
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organizers and the audience – 
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and consistently deliver the 
high energy that Flag Fest is 
(����� ����� ��(���� ����� �����
feel both familiar and refresh-
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�� ����� !�� ������� ����� 	�-
derstand the Caribbean Flag 
Fest assignment.”

TRIPLE KAY INTERNA-
TIONAL ������� �� 
��������
level of intensity. The excite-
ment is very real – they bring 
�� 
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that instantly transforms the 
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ful crowd connection turn any 
stage into pure vibes. When 
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sphere shifts.

KES THE BAND brings the 
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nection. His performances are 
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how to turn any stage into a 
true Caribbean celebration. 
The key point is simple – he 

����"�� 4	��� �������5� ��� ���-
ates a full Caribbean vibe and 
experience.

SIGNAL BAND has the 
���
���� ��� 
�
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�����
high-impact live band experi-
ence that hits both musically 
and emotionally. They bring 
the full package – live musi-
��
��7��
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�
real crowd connection. They 

��"�� 4	��� �������5� ����� ���-
ate an experience that stays 
with you long after the music 
stops.

GRANDMASTERS BAND 
brings a classic-meets-high-
energy band experience that 
resonates across genera-
tions. They combine experi-
������ ������� �	������������
and crowd connection to de-
liver a performance that feels 
both timeless and energetic. 
'���� 
��"�� 4	��� �
��� �	���5�
they create moments the au-
dience can feel.

BRANDON AND CHAR-
NELLE OF ASAP BAND 
�������� ���������� ��������
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forgettable. The audience 
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come part of the celebration. 
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they elevate the entire Carib-
bean Flag Fest experience.

LATEST & EXODUS HD 
bring high-octane unstoppa-
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Caribbean Flag Fest perfor-
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forgettable celebration.

SKILLFUL BAND brings 
pure Caribbean energy to ev-
ery stage they touch. Known 
���� ������ ������������� ����
�
�
������� �������������� �����
�
��
���������	�������
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ular hits into a nonstop vibe 
that keeps the crowd moving 
����������� ����������'���� ���"��
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perience. 

Skillful Band has built a repu-
tation for reading the crowd 
and delivering exactly what 
���� ������� ���
��� �	������
any event into a full-on cel-
���������� 97����� ������� ��-
��������
�������������������
because when Skillful Band 
����� ���� ������� ���� ������ 
���
�
goes all the way up. They rep-
resent the new wave of Carib-
bean sound straight out of St. 
Maarten.

Flag Fest on the whole – in-
�
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listening to music. You get 
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experience. The bands and 
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and cultural experience like 
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perience Life at Caribbean 
Flag Fest. This year at the 55th 
St. Maarten Carnival Celebra-
������������������
����������

�
be a notch above the norm.

The Ultimate Caribbean 
Flag Fest VIP Experience!
'���� ������ ���� ���
�� ��� �����
����	��� ����� ��
� ��
�������

at the Casa Bacardi Rum 
and Coca-Cola VIP Lounge 
– coming to Caribbean Flag 
����� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����<�
9�4��� ������	��� ���(���
���
�7�
	����� ������ ��
� �� ���-
mium atmosphere designed 
for the ultimate festival ex-
perience.

Limited Access – Maxi-
mum Flavour
Reserve your spot and ele-
vate your festival fun with re-
���������=����	�������������
!���������������� ���������
��
� ������ ��	� ���"�� ��������
Visit the Caribbean Flag 
Fest social media pages and 
www.FlagFestSxm.com for 
more information on the Ca-
ribbean Flag Fest VIP experi-
ence. 

1��"��������	�<

Heartfelt thanks go out to all 
of the repeat Caribbean Flag 
����� ������ ���� ����������
������

����4������������������
and the incredible team who 
makes it all possible. And a 
special thank you goes out 
��� ��
	�
� ��������� >����
���
?�������� '���"��� �������
���
$��(� 1����
"��� =����
������
Halley Aviation and WINAIR 
for their continued sup-
������ ����� 8!@J!Q� ����
����
by Flag Fest for the past 11 
years.

Flag Fest takes place on 
Sunday, April 26, starting at 
8:00pm at Jocelyn Arndell 
Festival Village. If you are 
15+ years, organisers wel-
come you to come experi-
ence life at Sint Maarten’s 
55th Carnival Festivities. 
Join in and be a part of Ca-
ribbean Flag Fest 2026, 
�
���� �������� ����� ����� ���
not an option but a MUST!
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The explosive talent of the 
youth will take centre stage 
once again, with a total of 
16 acts in performance arts 
across the spectrum at the 
2026 Youth Extravaganza. 
After a very brief break in 
2025, the show – a main-
stay of Carnival for 20 
years – is back with a bang. 
Expect to be blown away 
by performances in dance, 
song, rap and more, by in-
credibly talented youth.

Presented by St. Maarten 
Carnival Development 
Foundation (SCDF) and 
Teen Times (The Daily Her-
ald’s monthly publication 
for-and-by the youth), Youth 
Extravaganza is a showcase 
for the youth, ages 13-21. 
Think of any local young 
adult making waves in the 
performing arts, and they’ve 
probably taken the stage 
at Youth Extravaganza in 
their younger years – a 
fact that organisers 
can be incredibly 
proud of. 

Designed to be your ul-
timate digital compan-
ion for the season, a new 
web application – www.
sxmcarnival.life – was 
gifted to St. Maarten 
Carnival Development 
Foundation (SCDF) by 
National Alliance (NA) 
Member of Parliament 
(MP) Ardwell Irion. 

The platform, which pri-
oritises clarity, mobile 

Carnival’s new cutting-edge Carnival’s new cutting-edge 
website:website:

www.sxmcarnival.lifewww.sxmcarnival.life
~ Gifted by MP Ardwell Irion ~~ Gifted by MP Ardwell Irion ~

accessibility and modern 
convenience, was made as 
part of a personal initia-
tive by Irion, in response to 
community feedback. “This 
website is my personal gift 
to our culture and our peo-
ple,” he said, adding that he 
wanted to “build a world 
class digital experience that 
truly honours the spirit of 
St. Maarten Carnival.” 

In the face of ever-growing 

interest and engagement 
for carnival, the plat-
form offers a way for the 
foundation to seamlessly 
engage with the public. 
It also offers offline acces-
sibility and includes the 
full event line-up and the 
option of adding events 
to your phone calendar 
with a single tap, a booth 
directory, and a section 
showcasing the various 
troupes.

New, young talents take centre 
stage at Youth Extravaganza

~ Guest performer Jay Mills ~
This year’s MC Rummer and 
special guest Jay Mills are no 
exception. Having taken this 
stage years ago in song and 
dance respectively, Rummer 
is now a singer, entertainer 
and social media influencer, 
and Jay Mills has been build-
ing an incredible profes-
sional dance career abroad, 
this year taking on the world 
stage in dancing in Bad Bun-
ny’s Super Bowl halftime 
show.

The main acts of the Youth 
Extravaganza, however, are 
100% new performers on 
this stage – and that’s the 
beauty of the show – new, 
young performers, getting 
to showcase their talents on 
the big stage. Organisers in-
tentionally cast a wide net: 
the main criteria of perform-
ers are their age, 

and the type of performance 
art is kept flexible – it’s also 
open both to individuals and 
groups. 

“Teen Times has always giv-
en talented young people 
a space to perform and we 
are very happy to have the 
extravaganza back on the 
carnival schedule, so that we 
may continue that mission,” 
say the organisers.

They can reflect with pride 
on the performance ar-
tistes who have graced the 
Youth Extravaganza during 
the show’s 20-year history, 
which include BB Bad, DJ 
Outkast, Jay Mills, various 
dance groups and individual 
dancers, Skillful Band, Nati-
sha Hanson, Tamillia, Keyla, 
Rummer, King Vers, and 
King James.

Youth Extravaganza will 
take place on April 27 from 
8:00pm to 1:00am at the 
Carnival Village.

for-and-by the youth), Youth 
Extravaganza is a showcase 
for the youth, ages 13-21. 
Think of any local young 
adult making waves in the 
performing arts, and they’ve 
probably taken the stage 
at Youth Extravaganza in 
their younger years – a 
fact that organisers 
can be incredibly 
proud of. 

young performers, getting 
to showcase their talents on
the big stage. Organisers in-
tentionally cast a wide net:
the main criteria of perform-
ers are their age, 

Outkast, Jay Mills, various 
dance groups and individual 
dancers, Skillful Band, Nati-
sha Hanson, Tamillia, Keyla, 
Rummer, King Vers, and 
King James.

Youth Extravaganza will 
take place on April 27 from 
8:00pm to 1:00am at the 
Carnival Village.

A preview of the new app’s photo gallery.



APRIL 10, 2026  CARNIVAL SPECIAL 2026  THE DAILY HERALD10

Teh Bang’n is also bringing the vibes with Coco Loco, one 
of St. Maarten’s top coconut water brands, owned by the 
same team. Guests can enjoy fresh, natural coconut water, 
along with exclusive coconut-infused drink specials pop-
ping up throughout the Carnival season. 

Coconut water is a Caribbean staple and it pairs perfectly 
with our dishes. It’s packed with natural electrolytes and 
the best way to rehydrate and keep your energy up. So, if 
you need a quick pick-me-up during shows, or a reset after 
a little too much fun, Teh’ Bang’n is your go-to hydration 
station! 

BOSSETTES (BOOTH #63,64)

About
Jessica Rogers: Bossettes is a Carnival booth rooted in 
good vibes, bold flavour, and true Village energy. It’s all 
about bringing people together through delicious food, 
fun specialty drinks, and a lively atmosphere that captures 
the spirit of Carnival. We offer a mix of crowd-favourite 
comfort foods, seafood items, creative late-night bites, 
and signature drinks that keep customers coming back. 
Come and Eat, Lime and Repeat.

This is not our first time hosting a booth. We casually 
started in 2023, our very first time. Bossettes has become 
a passion project because Carnival is one of the best times 
to connect with the community, celebrate our culture, 
create an experience that people genuinely look forward 
to at one of the biggest outdoor festival-food villages. We 
love the excitement, the creativity, and the opportunity to 
serve food and drinks that become part of people’s Carni-
val memories. Doing so with some of the best entertain-
ment – both local and international. Every year, we aim to 
raise the bar and make Bossettes bigger, better, and more 
memorable than before.

Recommended bites
Donut Burger – one of our standout favourites and a true 
Bossettes signature.

Horny Honey Wings – bold, flavourful, and always a con-
versation starter.

Seafood Box – featuring Firecracker Shrimp, Crab Back, 
Johnny Cake & Crack conch, served as a fun, flavourful 
combo.

If a customer can try only one item, we would say the Do-
nut Burger. It’s one of those items people hear about, get 
curious about, and then come back for again. It’s fun, in-
dulgent, and perfectly matches the playful Bossettes vibe.

Specialty drinks
Hit & Run – a bold, crowd-pleasing cocktail that delivers a 
smooth but memorable kick.

Pumpussity– our signature shot that has become a 
Bossettes favourite, playful in name and strong in person-
ality.

Specialty drinks
Yes, we’re bringing some fun and personality with our 
drinks this year.

We have “Pace Yuh Self” – and the name says it all. Carni-
val is a long run this year, so this one is your reminder to 
take your time and enjoy the experience.

Then we have “Just a Friend” and “No Witness” – both 
bringing that playful, Horna Corna energy.
We’ll also have two signature shots – “Shake It” and “Buss 
Chest’ – made to match the vibe and keep the energy go-
ing.

Our drinks are all about flavour, fun, and adding to the 
overall Carnival experience.

TEH BANG’N (BOOTH #3) 

About
Nijerie and Allan: We specialize in serving a mix of fla-
vourful food and refreshing drinks. Think savoury sea-
food, comfort dishes and signature cocktails. Our goal for 
Carnival is simple – great food, great vibes, and an unfor-
gettable experience. 

This is our first year hosting 
a booth, but it’s something 
we’ve been thinking about 
for some time. So, when 
registration opened, we bit 
the bullet, and now we’re 
here excited to finally be 
part of the Carnival experi-
ence. 

Cooking has always been 
something we’re passion-
ate about, and we’ve been 
involved in the food busi-
ness before. We love bring-
ing people together through 
food, and Carnival felt like 
the perfect platform to do 
that. It’s a time when ev-
eryone is outside, enjoying 
themselves, and looking for 
something good to eat, and 
we’re here to deliver exactly 
that. 

For us, Teh Bang’n is about 
serving quality, and giving 
people a reason to come 
back again (and again). 

Recommended bites
Bacchanal Garlic Shrimp 
(Signature Dish). This is our 
specialty and a fan favou-
rite. You can enjoy it on its 
own, with fries, or with our delicious homemade Johnny 
cakes. If you try just one thing, this should be it. 

Bacchanal Calamari with Jerk Aioli. Crispy, flavourful cal-
amari served with a bold jerk aioli that gives it the perfect 
Caribbean kick – a must for seafood lovers.
 
Oxtail Loaded Fries. Don’t like seafood? Then we would 
recommend this! A true Caribbean comfort dish. Tender, 
flavourful oxtail loaded fries. Rich, satisfying, and defi-
nitely a crowd-pleaser. We also offer shrimp and chicken 
loaded fries, but the oxtail is a standout. 

Specialty drinks
Tropical Climax (Signature Drink) A refreshing tropical 
blend with the perfect balance – not too sweet, not too 
strong, just right to keep you going all night! 

Food and drink are such an important part of the car-
nival experience. Every year, revellers look forward 
to indulging in their favourites and discovering new 
options. This is an introduction to three of the many 
booths that Carnival Village has to offer this year.

HORNA CORNA BY NAMASTE CUISINE 
(BOOTH #25)

About
Naomi Adriana: This year I’m presenting Booth #25 – 
Horna Corna by Namaste Cuisine.

We’re bringing vibes, real Caribbean identity, energy, and 
flavour-packed food with a fun twist. From our signature 
Chicken Saté Burgers to our Horna Fuel Boxes, and all 
the comfort hits like oyster soup, wings, and cheese balls, 
we’re here to feed the Carnival experience properly. It’s 
all about good food, good energy, and real Carnival vibes.

This is my first time hosting my own booth, but I’m defi-
nitely not new to the Carnival kitchen.

Over the years, I’ve collaborated and worked behind the 
scenes with brands like Melting Pot, Bad & Boozy Bites, 
and Tipsy Garden, helping to push out quality food and 
creative menus during Carnival.

This year is different. After years of contributing from 
over 20 years in Carnival through dance, choreography, 
performing, and working in the kitchen, this feels like the 
right moment to build something that truly reflects my 
style, my energy, and my experience.

Now I’m doing it on my own, alongside my cousin Shu-
diaka Priest, and we’re bringing it to life in a way that’s 
fully us.

Recommended bites
Our Chicken Saté Burger is a must – that’s one of our sig-
nature items and something people always come back for.

The Horna Supply Box is a new addition this year, and 
I’m really excited about it. I’ve always had people asking 
for more – more than just a burger, more than just cheese 
balls, more than just wings. So, this box gives you the best 
of everything in one. It’s definitely going to be a top night-
time staple for us. And, of course, our oyster soup, which 
is always a hit, along with our cheese balls for that perfect 
comfort bite during Carnival.

If you had to try just one, I’d still say go for the Chicken 
Saté Burger, because it really represents our flavour and 
what we do.

�������	
����
�
through the village
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As the excitement builds 
for Carnival 55, one of 
the season’s most antici-
pated events – Night of 
the Hitmakers, scheduled 
for Saturday, May 2 – is 
set to deliver an energetic 
showcase of talent and 
lots of dancing at Jocelyn 
Arndell Festival Village. 
Doors will open at 7:00pm, 
welcoming patrons to what 
has become a cornerstone 
of the island’s festive cal-
endar.

Widely regarded as the 

Night of the Hitmakers 
Highlight of Carnival 55

Saturday, May 2
has built a strong reputa-
tion for blending inter-
nationally acclaimed per-
formers with homegrown 
talent, creating a dynamic 
and diverse musical show-
case that reflects the spirit 
of St. Maarten.

This year’s line-up prom-
ises to uphold that legacy 
with an impressive roster 
of artistes. 

Headlining the event is 
the legendary zouk band 
Kassav, whose influence 
on Caribbean music spans 
generations. Joining Kas-
sav is the renowned “Prince 
of Zouk” Oswald, who will 
bring timeless kompa clas-
sics to the stage. Oswald is 
also the Saint Martin Tour-
ism Ambassador. 

Fans of soca can look for-
ward to high-energy per-
formances from Barbadian 
star Edwin Yearwood and 
the ever-popular band 
Krosfyah – both known for 

tradition – one that cap-
tures the essence of Carib-
bean celebration through 
music, unity, and colourful 
energy – so get your tickets 
early before they are sold 
out! 

A d v a n c e 
tickets cost 
US $60 
and can 
be pur-
c h a s e d 
at the 
A l e e z e 
Box Office, 
The Adol-
phus Office 
Supplies Store, 
D o m i n o ’ s 
Pizza or 
t h e 

flagship show of Carnival, 
Night of the Hitmakers 
continues to evolve as a cul-
tural phenomenon, draw-
ing in a large crowd eager 
to immerse themselves in 
the best of Caribbean mu-
sic. The event is known for 
hosting the largest outdoor 
dance floor during the Car-
nival festivities, offering a 
vibrant atmosphere where 
music, culture, and cel-
ebration seamlessly come 
together.

Over the years, the show 

delivering crowd-pleasing 
hits that keep audiences 
dancing all night long. Rep-
resenting the local music 
scene is St. Maarten’s very 
own Control Band, adding 
a strong homegrown ele-
ment to the evening’s en-
tertainment. Attendees can 
expect a premium produc-
tion and an unforgettable 
experience.

In keeping with the event’s 
signature style, Night of the 
Hitmakers will once again 
be staged as an all-white af-
fair. Patrons are invited to 
dress in their finest white 
attire, adding an elegant vi-
sual flair to an already elec-
trifying night, hosted by 
Uncle Shadz. With a pow-
erful line-up and an elec-
tric atmosphere, this year’s 
edition is poised to create 
lasting memories and stand 
out as one of the highlights 
of Carnival 55.

Night of the Hitmakers has 
become a defining Carnival 

Levi’s Store in Marigot. 
Tickets on the day of the 
show will be priced at $70 
This event is sponsored 
by Delta Petroleum, Kings 
Lottery, SOS Radio, Fun 
Miles and TelEm. 

Visit xtratight.com 
and follow @xtra-

tight.com for 
more informa-
tion.
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As St. Maarten prepares for its milestone Carnival 55 – a 31-day celebration marking more than five 
decades of culture, music and community – one event is placing the spotlight squarely on the island’s 
best-known DJs.

The DJ Takeover Concert, scheduled for May 4, forms part of this year’s official Carnival line-up and 
brings together a select group of local DJs – Mix Master Pauly, The Cut Creator DJ Outkast, Deejay 
Vybz, Deej Kilo and DJ King Kembe – for a night driven entirely by music, crowd energy and per-
formance behind the decks. 

Unlike traditional concert formats, the event shifts the focus from live acts to the DJs them-
selves – those who, for years, have shaped the sound of fetes, jump-ups and late-night sessions 
across the island. The stage will be on fire! With Carnival often described as the heartbeat of St. 
Maarten’s cultural calendar, the DJ Takeover creates space to recognize the individuals respon-
sible for sustaining that rhythm. 

The five DJs featured in this year’s Takeover reflect a cross-section of St. Maarten’s DJ culture, 
from seasoned veterans with decades of experience, to performers who continue to push the 
craft forward. While each brings a distinct style and approach, they share a common role in 
shaping the sound and energy of Carnival – both on and off the main stage.

DJ Pauly
One of St. Maarten’s longest-serving DJs, Mix Master Pauly began his career in the late 1980s and 
turned professional in the early 1990s. Decades later, he remains a consistent presence in the island’s 
music scene, known for both his longevity and continued relevance.

His sets are rooted in variety, delivering a well-rounded performance that keeps audiences 
engaged across different musical styles. Over the years, he has built a reputation both lo-
cally and internationally, earning recognition as an undefeated Caribbean DJ cham-
pion through multiple competition wins.

Pauly has performed on major stages worldwide, touring alongside established 
artistes and representing St. Maarten abroad. He points to Carnival as one of 
the island’s most important platforms and encourages the public to support 
the DJs who continue to shape its sound.

DJ Outkast
With 30 years behind the turntables, Chantry Hodge – better known as 
The Cut Creator DJ Outkast – is one of the island’s most experienced 
and recognizable DJs. Known for his open-format approach, he delivers 
sets that blend genres seamlessly to appeal to a wide audience.

What distinguishes his style is not only musical range, but also techni-
cal execution and stage presence. By combining mixing with live emcee-
ing, he creates an interactive experience that goes beyond simply playing 
tracks.

Among his career highlights are a 2011 appearance on BET’s 106 & Park 
– reaching millions of viewers – and placing second in the 2004 Heineken 
Green Synergy DJ Competition, where he represented St. Maarten against 
competitors from across the region.

Deejay Vybz 
Born and raised in French Saint Martin, Deejay Vybz brings 27 years of experience to the 
turntables, building a career that spans both the local circuit and international stages.

His sound is driven by soca, dancehall and reggae, blending both classic and contemporary tracks 
into a continuous, high-energy experience. Known as the “Riddim Master,” he distinguishes 
himself through creative re-fixes, layering different songs over familiar riddims to produce a 
fresh and dynamic sound.

His work has taken him beyond the island to events such as Miami Carnival and festivals 
across the Caribbean. For the DJ Takeover event, he promises a nonstop musical journey 
built on energy and crowd connection.

Deej Kilo 
Giantonio Hasham, known as Deej Kilo, has spent 23 years developing his craft – a journey 
that began while studying in the Netherlands and has since grown into a strong presence 
within St. Maarten’s music scene.

Kilo is known for his versatility, tailoring each set to the energy of the crowd. His selections 
move fluidly from Carnival classics to current Caribbean hits, with a focus on maintaining a 
consistent, engaging atmosphere. Central to his style is his ability to read the room and deliver 
the right track at the right moment.

His dedication is reflected in experiences such as traveling long distances across Europe for per-
formances. He encourages the public to come out and support local DJs, promising a night of strong 
energy and nonstop entertainment.

FIVE DJS TO LEAD THE VIBE 
AT CARNIVAL 55 TAKEOVER

CONTINUED ON PG. 13
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FIVE DJS 

Carnival vibes, not court dates:
What could cost you this season

Carnival on St. Maarten is a time 
for music, movement and moments 
you’ll talk about all year. From jouvert 
mornings to late-night fetes, the energy 
is unmatched. But while the road may 
be calling, so is responsibility. Because 
behind the glitter, sound systems and 
coolers, there is another reality many 
don’t think about until it’s too late – 
the price of crossing the line.

And no, we’re not talking about ticket 
prices. 

Each Carnival season, law enforcement 
sees a predictable pattern. High spirits 
sometimes turn into poor decisions; and 
poor decisions can turn into fines, or 
worse. The “2026 Transaction List” lays 
it out clearly: Certain behaviours come 
with immediate financial consequences, 
and they are not small.

Let’s break it down in real terms:

Start simple. Not following a police offi-
cer’s instructions during Carnival? That 
can cost you US $165. It may seem mi-
nor at the moment, especially in a crowd 
where music is loud and everyone is 
moving, but officers are there to manage 
safety. Ignoring directions can quickly 
escalate situations.

Then there’s “disturbing public order” 
– a broad category that includes disrup-

tive behaviour. That will run you about 
$105. Fighting in public? Same range. 
What might feel like “just a small alterca-
tion” in the heat of the moment is treated 
as a public offense.

And here’s one people often overlook: 
Throwing bottles. Whether it’s out of ex-
citement, frustration or pure impulse, that 
one action could cost you $260. During 
Carnival, with dense crowds and alcohol 
in play, that behaviour is taken seriously 
for obvious safety reasons.

Another common issue is public intoxica-
tion. Carnival and alcohol often go hand 
in hand, but there is a line. Cross it, and 
you’re looking at a $100 fine. Not cata-
strophic, but enough to ruin your night, 
and your budget.

Things become significantly more serious 
when you move into Penal Code territory:

Resisting arrest carries a fine of $435. The 
same applies to verbal threats or posses-
sion of certain illegal substances in small 
quantities. Insulting an officer? That’s 
$260. It may feel like “just words,” but le-
gally, it is treated as interference with au-
thority.

Physical harm, referred to legally as ill-
treatment, jumps even higher at $525. At 
that point, you’re no longer in “Carnival 
mistake” territory. You’re firmly in crimi-

nal conduct.

There are also rules around alcohol ser-
vice: 

Providing alcohol to someone under 18 
carries a $435 penalty. This is especially 
relevant for event organizers, bar opera-
tors and even individuals hosting private 
parties.

And then there are the more serious cat-
egories that people sometimes underesti-
mate during Carnival:

Possession of a weapon – even something 
not classified as a firearm but intended to 
be used as one – can cost $435. This re-
flects a broader focus on preventing esca-
lation and maintaining public safety dur-
ing large-scale events.

Drug-related offenses are also clearly out-
lined. Small quantities still carry signifi-
cant fines: 

Possession of cocaine: Up to three grams 
can cost US $275, while slightly higher 
amounts jump to $435. Marijuana pos-
session in certain quantities ranges from 
$225 to $435.

The pattern is clear: What might feel like 
“small” or “normal” Carnival behaviour 
can quickly translate into hundreds of dol-
lars in penalties.

But beyond the fines, there’s a bigger 
point.

Carnival is one of the few times of year 
where the entire island moves together. 
Locals, visitors, families, friends – ev-
eryone shares the same space, the same 
rhythm. That only works when there’s 
a baseline of respect for each other, for 
public order, and for the people tasked 
with keeping things safe.

Law enforcement presence during Car-
nival is not about limiting fun. It’s about 
making sure the fun can continue, safely, 
for everyone.

So what does “smart Carnival” look like?

It’s simple. Pace yourself. Stay aware of 
your surroundings. Respect instruc-
tions from police and event staff. Look 
out for your friends. And when in doubt, 
choose the option that won’t follow you 
home in the form of a fine, or worse, a 
record, because at the end of the day, 
Carnival memories should be about mu-
sic, costumes and unforgettable nights, 
not receipts you didn’t plan for.

Enjoy the season. Just don’t let one mo-
ment cost you more than it should.

DJ King Kembe
DJ King Kembe represents a newer generation of DJs, bringing a dynamic and performance-driven 
approach to the craft. Over the years, he has built a connection with audiences, both locally and 
internationally, steadily expanding his reach.

His sets are defined by high energy and adaptability, delivering a mix tailored to each crowd, while 
ensuring a fresh and engaging experience. A key part of his style is strong mic control, allowing 
him to interact with the audience and elevate the atmosphere in real time.

Among his standout moments are performances in Rotterdam before a crowd 
of more than 5,000 people and locally at large-scale events drawing 
thousands. He views the DJ Takeover as an opportunity to showcase 
the island’s versatility and talent, offering patrons a diverse and 
memorable Carnival experience.

Together, these DJs represent the depth, experience and 
evolving sound of St. Maarten’s music scene. From long-
standing veterans to newer voices, each brings a distinct 
style shaped by years behind the decks and a deep con-
nection to Carnival culture. As the DJ Takeover event 
approaches, the focus shifts to the individuals who 
keep the energy alive, night after night, track after 
track. 

In many ways, DJs serve as the bridge between tradi-
tion and innovation, blending classic Carnival sounds 
with newer influences while responding in real time to 
the crowd. Their role extends beyond entertainment. 
They help define the atmosphere, set the pace of events 
and contribute to the shared experience that Carnival is 
known for. 

The Takeover event not only highlights their individual talent, 
but also underscores the collective impact DJs continue to have 
on St. Maarten’s cultural identity and nightlife.

CONTINUED FROM PG. 12
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As Carnival marks its 
milestone 55th anni-
versary, one of the most 
meaningful and vibrant 
events on the calendar is 
once again shining a spot-
light on the island’s future 
stars – the fourth annual 
Calypso Barbara Junior 
Calypso and Road March 
Competition and Dow’s 
Musical Foundation’s 
(DMF’s) Junior Steel Band 
competition set for April 
11, starting at 5:30pm. 

More than just a competi-
tion, this event stands as a 
celebration of culture, cre-
ativity, and continuity, en-
suring that the heartbeat of 
calypso music continues to 
echo through generations.

Isidore “The Mighty Dow” 
York – a member of the co-
ordinating team – spoke to 
The Daily Herald about just 
how significant the Junior 
Calypso Competition is, 
particularly in such a land-
mark year. 

“The Junior Calypso Show 
is a vital part of this year’s 
Carnival celebrations, espe-
cially as it marks the 55th 
anniversary. Beyond the 
milestone, the show plays 
an important role in pre-
serving and continuing the 
island’s cultural traditions. 
It provides a platform for 
young performers to ex-

Nine youngsters ready to take stage for 
Calypso Barbara Junior Calypso Competition

Powerful vocals and timeless hits:
Soulful Company, a Motown experience

press themselves through 
calypso, ensuring that the 
art form is passed down 
to the next generation. By 
nurturing young talent, the 
Junior Calypso Show helps 
keep the culture alive and 
guarantees its continuity 
for years to come.”

That sense of continuity 
is at the core of the event. 
The Junior Calypso Show 
is not simply about crown-
ing a winner; it is about 
cultivating a deep appre-
ciation for calypso among 
the youth and giving them 
a voice. York underscores 
the importance of involv-
ing young people early, ex-
plaining: “It is important to 
get youngsters involved in 
the Junior Calypso Show 
because they represent the 
future of the art form. Their 
participation ensures the 
continuity and longevity of 
calypso, allowing the tra-
dition to be passed down 
from one generation to the 
next. By engaging young 
people early, it helps pre-
serve the cultural heritage 
while also giving them a 
voice to express their cre-
ativity and perspectives 
through music.”

This year’s line-up reflects 
that bright future, with nine 
talented contestants ready 
to take the stage in the Ca-
lypso category. The com-

petitors include Queen A, 
Bony Gyal, Mr. Fantastic, 
Island Gyal, Empress Jew-
eltz, Lazy Darius, Princess 
Peterson, Legendary Lolo, 
and King JoJo, ranging in 
age from 12 to 16 years 
old. Representing three 
schools – Milton Peters 
College, Charlotte Brook-
son Academy of the Per-
formance Arts (CBA), and 
St. Maarten Academy – 
the majority of contestants 
come from the Academy’s 
academic and vocational 
sections, highlighting the 
strong role that educa-
tional institutions play in 
nurturing artistic talent.

Audiences can expect 
performances that are 
as thoughtful as they are 
entertaining. According 
to York, “Audiences can 
expect a mix of social 
commentary and real-
life themes, with many 
contestants performing 
songs they helped write 
themselves. The perfor-
mances will range from 
emotional to upbeat, re-
flecting current issues and 
showcasing the creativity 
of the youth.” This blend 
of reflection and rhythm is 
what makes junior calypso 
so compelling; it captures 
the voices of a generation 
learning to interpret the 
world around them.

One of the standout aspects 
of this year’s show is its 
commitment to originality. 
All performances are origi-
nal compositions, as cover 
songs are not allowed. This 
year, about 75-80% of the 
lyrics were written by the 
students themselves, making 
the performances even more 
authentic and personal. But 
the melodies were created by 
Andrew “Baker” Richardson 
and York himself. 

This collaboration between 
experienced musicians and 
young lyricists ensures that 
each performance carries 
both professional polish and 
genuine youthful perspec-
tive.

Judging will be comprehen-
sive, focusing on multiple 
elements that together de-
fine a strong calypso perfor-
mance. “Performances will 
be judged on key criteria in-
cluding lyrics, melody, ren-
dition, musical arrangement, 
performance, and overall 
presentation,” York explains. 
While there will be winners, 
the emphasis remains on 
participation and growth.

Every contestant will receive 
a $100 participation fee, re-
inforcing the idea that each 
young performer’s effort is 
valued. For those who place 
at the top, the rewards are 
also significant, with $1,500 

awarded to the winner, 
$750 for the first runner-
up, and $375 for the second 
runner-up in the Calypso 
category.

Behind the scenes, prepara-
tion has been intense and 
ongoing for months. “Con-
testants have been prepar-
ing for months through 
workshops and training 
sessions held since Decem-
ber and January, helping 
them develop their skills in 
calypso and performance.” 
These sessions not only 
refine technical ability but 
also build confidence and 
stage presence, key ingredi-
ents for any successful per-
former.

The show also promises 
a sense of continuity and 
celebration, with last year’s 
2025 Junior Road March 
winner, Quando, set to 
make an appearance. “Yes, 
last year’s 2025 Junior Road 
March winner, Quando, 
will be present to pass on 
the crown, with additional 
guest appearances expect-
ed, including a possible 
guest from Saba.”

Support from the com-
munity remains crucial to 
the success of the event. 
York encourages everyone 
to get involved, noting, 
“Parents, teachers, and the 
community can support 

contestants by providing 
costumes, props, and en-
couragement, purchasing 
tickets, and attending the 
show to help promote and 
sustain the art form.” That 
collective effort transforms 
the Junior Calypso Show 
into more than just a per-
formance – it becomes a 
shared cultural experience.

Special recognition is also 
given to those working be-
hind the scenes to make 
the programme possible. 
“Special thanks to the Cul-
tural Participation Fund 
from the Netherlands for 
supporting the ongoing ca-
lypso training program, as 
well as to the parents and 
students for their dedica-
tion. While winners will be 
celebrated, the true focus is 
on participation, growth, 
and preserving the culture, 
making the experience both 
educational and meaning-
ful for everyone involved.”

As the stage lights come up 
and the young voices rise 
in song, the Junior Calypso 
Show promises to deliver 
not only entertainment but 
inspiration. It is a reminder 
that the future of calypso 
is already here: Bold, cre-
ative, and ready to carry the 
rhythm forward for another 
55 years and beyond.

St. Maarten’s superstar ar-
tistes are coming together 
for Soulful Company – one 
of the specialty branded 
shows of St. Maarten Car-
nival Development Foun-
dation (SCDF). Soulful 
Company was designed 
to be a break from the 
usual genres we hear dur-
ing Carnival to allow a 
more inclusive experience 

during the fêting season. 
Soulful vocals will take cen-
tre stage, with KRG Band 
weaving the magic that 
brings it all together. 

This year, the musical genre 
selected is Motown. Think 
Aretha Franklyn, Jackson 5, 
and groovy music. It is defi-
nitely something different, 
and a highlight of the calen-

dar of festivities. Experience 
an unforgettable evening, 
combining the energy of 
Carnival, and the magic of 
Motown.

Expect a full 360-musical 
production – the island’s 
best artistes, live back-
ground vocalists, and a 
seven-piece live band. 
You’ll hear some of the top 

Motown era hits, along with 
some originals adapted to fit 
the genre of the evening.

The star studded line-up in-
cludes the following:

• ADRIEN NICASIO – new to 
the Soulful company family 
but not new to the stage. 
He delivered a high energy 
performance at the 2026 St. 
Maarten Heineken Regatta.

• NATISHA HANSON – 
known for her powerhouse 
vocals is returning to the 
Soulful company stage after 
her 2019 participation. She 
recently released a single 
called “Check up on me.”

• SHAWN J – no stranger to 
the stage and known for his 
impeccable runs. Shawn J 
will perform hits from Stevie 
Wonder and Luther Van-

dross.

• MALAÏKA MAXWELL – part 
of the launch of Soulful 
Company back in 2018 
and then again in 2022, 
she returns to give us yet 
another soulful perfor-
mance.

• KENYO BALY – another re-
turning performer at Soul-
ful company, the Motown 
genre is a perfect fit for 
him.

• TAMILLIA – also part of 
the Soulful company fam-
ily. She is the fastest rising 
star out of St Martin who 
needs no further introduc-
tion.

• ROYALTY – known for her 
strong vocals, performs 
regularly at entertainment 
venues across the island 

and is no stranger to our 
biggest stages, including 
the St. Maarten Heinek-
en Regatta and Oualichi 
Festival.

There will also be some new 
faces – two singers from the 
Charlotte Brookson Acad-
emy will grace the stage 
alongside our local super-
stars.

Come experience life with 
St. Maarten Carnival – Mo-
town vibes with a local twist.

Soulful Company: A Mo-
town Experience, presented 
by SCDF in collaboration 
with Motorworld, will take 
place on April 22 at 8:00pm 
in the carnival village. Ad-
mission is US $20 per per-
son.
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Latin Night set to deliver Latin Night set to deliver 
high-level, unforgettable high-level, unforgettable 

experience for Carnival 55experience for Carnival 55

diverse and multigenera-
tional audience, thanks to 
a varied line-up of artistes 
that connects with differ-

Latin Night is set to 
return as one of the 
standout events of St. 
Maarten’s 55th Car-
nival, with organisers 
promising a high-energy, 
innovative production 
designed to go beyond 
the traditional concert 
experience.

The vision for this year 
is to elevate the event to 
new heights. “Position 
Latin Night as an experi-
ence that goes beyond a 
traditional concert, offer-
ing a high-level produc-
tion that is innovative and 
full of surprises. Our goal 
is to generate great excite-
ment among the public 
and deliver a unique and 
unforgettable night for all 
attendees,” promoter Pe-
dro Richards said. 

Richards, who, along with 
his team, has taken on the 
role for this year’s edi-
tion, expressed gratitude 
to the Carnival Commit-
tee while underscoring 
the broader impact of the 
event. “First, I thank the 
Carnival Committee for 
the trust placed in me and 
my team. We have taken 
on this challenge with the 
conviction that we have 
the capacity and vision 
to develop events of this 
level.” 

He added that the initia-
tive also aims to inspire 
the next generation: “It 
also represents a great 
opportunity to inspire 
youth, demonstrating 
that with hard work and 
perseverance, dreams can 
become reality. We also 
firmly believe in support-
ing the new generation 
that is emerging and that 
needs space and opportu-
nities to grow.”

This year’s event intro-
duces a fresh direction led 
by a young and dynamic 
team. “This year, the 
event marks the begin-
ning of a new phase led by 
a young team, with a fresh 
vision and a strong desire 
to innovate,” the promot-
er explained, promising 
a renewed concept filled 
with energy, surprises, 
and a memorable experi-
ence for all.

A diverse line-up of in-
ternational artistes is ex-
pected, covering multiple 
Latin genres. Performers 
include Grupo Adoles-
centes in salsa, Sujeto Oro 
24 in urban merengue, 
bachata artiste Dalvin 
La Melodía – described 
as the “Revelation of the 
Year at the Soberano 
Awards in the Dominican 
Republic” – and reggae-
ton star Don Miguelo. 

Attendees can expect a 
full musical experience: 
“All musical genres in one 
complete night – meren-
gue, bachata, salsa, and 
reggaeton.”

To maintain Latin Night’s 
reputation as one of Car-
nival’s largest and most 
anticipated shows, the 
promoters are focusing 
on constant evolution. 
“Our strategy is based on 
constant innovation and 
evolving alongside new 
entertainment trends. We 
actively listen to the opin-
ions and expectations of 
the public to strengthen 
each edition, incorpo-
rating improvements in 
production, concept, and 
overall experience.”

Spectators can expect a 
visually striking and im-
mersive production. “At-
tendees can expect a pro-
duction full of surprises 
and impactful moments,” 
including “special ele-
ments such as visual ef-
fects, pyrotechnic shows, 
and a dynamic stage setup 
that will elevate the audi-
ence experience.”

Beyond entertainment, 
Latin Night plays an im-
portant cultural role 
within Carnival. “Latin 
Night plays a very impor-
tant role in the cultural 
and entertainment diver-
sity of Carnival, as it re-
flects the strong presence 
and valuable contribution 
of the Latin community 
on the island.” The event 
also promotes unity and 
cultural exchange, creat-
ing a shared festive expe-
rience.

The promoters aim to at-
tract a wide audience. 
“We expect to attract a 

ent tastes and ages. Our 
goal is to create an inclu-
sive, festive, and energetic 
atmosphere.”

Public response so far has 
been overwhelmingly posi-
tive. “The public’s response 
has been very positive. 
We have received a high 
level of interest and strong 
ticket demand since the an-
nouncement of the event, 
which reflects the excite-
ment surrounding this edi-
tion.”

As a new promoter, build-
ing trust was one of the 
main challenges. “As a new 
promoter, one of the main 
challenges was gaining 
the trust of major compa-
nies and strategic partners 
within the industry. How-
ever, thanks to consistent 
work and the vision of the 
project, we were able to 
move forward successfully.” 

The promoter acknowledg-
es supporters, and thanks 
companies such as CC1, 
RIA, King Lottery, BFIT 
GYM, and the SXM Taxi 
App, who trusted the ini-
tiative from day one.

Safety and organization re-
main top priorities. “Safety 
and efficient organization 
are our top priority,” with 
a comprehensive plan that 

includes specialized se-
curity teams, strategic lo-
gistics coordination, and 
protocols to ensure order 
and wellbeing for all at-
tendees.

At its core, Latin Night 
serves as a unifying plat-
form during Carnival. 
“During Carnival, it be-
comes a space where peo-
ple of different nationali-
ties come together as one 
big family to celebrate and 
share one of the most spe-
cial seasons of the year.”

The promoter closes with 
an invitation to the pub-
lic: “We invite everyone 
to be part of Latin Night 
this year and experience a 
high-level entertainment 
event full of surprises, 
energy, and unforget-
table moments. Our en-
tire team is working with 
great dedication and pas-
sion to deliver a show that 
meets the expectations of 
the public. Your support 
is essential to continue 
empowering a new gener-
ation committed to bring-
ing joy, culture, and fun in 
a night that promises to 
be truly unique.”
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As St. Maarten prepares for its 55th Carnival 
season, Luv Lux Mas is returning to the road 
with a vibrant, music-driven presentation 
that will celebrate culture, identity and unity 
across the region. Now in its second year, the 
troupe is building on its debut with a renewed 
focus on experience, connection, and deliver-
ing a memorable journey from start to finish.

At the heart of this year’s presentation is the 
theme “Rhythms of the Caribbean” – a concept 
that reflects the rich diversity of the region and 
the many cultures that call St. Maarten home. 
“It is a celebration of the diverse genres of music 
across the Caribbean, representing the many 
cultures and nationalities that call our island 
home.” Through this theme, Luv Lux Mas aims 
to create an atmosphere where music, mas, and 
cultural expression come together seamlessly 
on the road.

Entering its second year, the troupe carries 
with it important lessons learned from its first 
experience. Organizers acknowledged that no 
matter how much planning is done, unexpected 
challenges are always part of the process. “Yes, 
this is our second year, and one of the biggest 
lessons we learned is never to underestimate 
the scope of work involved. No matter how 
much planning is in place, things can and will 
change.” With that in mind, this year’s approach 
has been more refined and intentional. “This 
year, we’ve placed a stronger focus on refining 
and elevating the overall road experience.”

That commitment reflects the reality of lead-
ing a mas troupe in St. Maarten, which requires con-
tinuous effort well beyond the Carnival season itself. 
“Leading a mas troupe is not something I take lightly. It 
requires extensive planning, coordination, and dedica-
tion. From the moment Carnival ends, it’s already time 
to return to the drawing board and begin preparations 
for the following year.” This level of dedication speaks 
to the passion behind the troupe and its desire to grow 
year after year.
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Luv Lux Mas celebrating 
unity, culture with “Rhythms 
of the Caribbean” 

The concept of “Rhythms of the Caribbean” comes to life 
through five distinct sections, each representing a unique 
musical genre and cultural influence. Together, they form 
a cohesive story that highlights the diversity of Caribbean 
music and identity. The Zouk section is described as “our 
fresh and vibrant section representing unity among na-
tions and the diverse cultures of the Caribbean,” setting the 
tone for togetherness and shared identity. The Salsa sec-
tion follows with a lively and expressive energy – “celebrat-
ing our Latin community and its strong cultural influence” 

– reflecting the important role of Latin culture on 
the island.

The Soca section brings what organisers describe 
as the heartbeat of Caribbean music to the road. 
It is “bringing energy, freedom, and the true spirit 
of Carnival,” capturing the essence of what the fes-
tival represents. Rhythm and Bass – described as 
“our local gem, highlighting the unique sounds and 
musical identity rooted within our island” – pays 
tribute to St. Maarten’s own cultural voice. Mean-
while, the Bouyon section showcases a newer and 
evolving sound, “a rising star in Caribbean music, 
representing its rich culture with a modern and dy-
namic twist.”

Costumes are another central element of the Luv 
Lux Mas experience, designed not only to be visu-
ally striking, but also to reflect the individuality of 
each reveller. “Our costumes this year are beauti-
fully adorned, offering a variety of styles and cov-
erage options to suit different preferences.” The 
troupe continues to embrace bold and eye-catch-
ing designs that stand out along the parade route. 
“As always at Luv Lux Mas, we embrace bold and 
statement pieces – especially our signature large 
backpacks – designed to stand out on the road.” 
These signature elements have become part of the 
troupe’s identity, helping to create a recognizable 
and distinctive presence.

While some bands prioritize size, Luv Lux Mas is 
taking a more intentional approach by focusing on 
quality and experience. The troupe is aiming for ap-
proximately 50 revellers per section – a decision 
that allows for a more personalized and premium 

environment. “While we plan to grow over time, we in-
tentionally maintain a more intimate band size to ensure 
that every participant has a premium and enjoyable expe-
rience.” This emphasis on intimacy is tied directly to the 
troupe’s philosophy.

“While many bands focus on numbers, Luv Lux Mas fo-
cuses on people.” This approach is reflected in how the 

CONTINUED ON PG. 17
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The youthful spirit of St. Maarten 
Carnival comes alive on Sunday, 
April 19, with the highly antici-
pated Junior Carnival Parade – a 
vivacious highlight of the island’s 
55th Carnival celebrations.  This 
parade showcases the island’s 
youth as they take to the streets 
in dazzling costumes, energetic 
dance routines, and local music, 
celebrating Carnival in true fash-
ion. This parade starts at 1:00pm 
at John Cooper Jose Lake Sr. Ball-
park.

What to expect
Set to start at 1:00pm from John 
Cooper Jose Lake Sr. Ballpark, the 
Junior Parade is a family-friendly 
event where children and teens 
shine. The are dressed in beauti-
fully designed outfits, representing 
different themes and traditions. 
There will be a joyful atmosphere 
filled with music, laughter and cute, 
young revellers bringing Carnival 
magic to life.

Arrive early for the best spots
If you want a great view, plan to 
arrive early. Popular viewing areas 
along the parade route fill up quick-
ly as spectators gather to enjoy the 
festivities. The parade route will 
be from John Cooper Jose Lake Sr. 
Ballpark, then on to the Bush Road 
roundabout, down Bush Road, 
over Prince Bernhard Bridge, on to 
Pondfill road and then finishing at 
Jocelyn Arndell Festival Village. If 
you don’t want to miss a moment 
of the action, make sure you secure 

Junior Carnival Parade 
tips for the best experience

your spot ahead of time.
To stay comfortable throughout the 
parade, bring the following:
A folding chair for easy seating.
Sunscreen to protect against the 
Caribbean sun.
An umbrella or hat for shade.
Cash to taste the local food offer-
ings. 

Stay hydrated
April temperatures in St. Maarten 
can be hot, especially during day-
time events. Be sure to bring water 
and stay hydrated so you can fully 
enjoy the parade from start to fin-
ish.

Dress comfortably
Wear comfortable shoes and light 
clothing. You may be standing, 
walking, or moving around to get 
the best views, so comfort is key.

Capture the moments
Don’t forget your camera or phone! 
From bright costumes to energetic 
performances, the Junior Carnival 
Parade is filled with picture-perfect 
scenes. It’s a great opportunity to 
capture memories of kids celebrat-
ing culture in a truly joyful way.

The Junior Carnival Parade is a 
must-see event that highlights the 
heart and future of Carnival in St. 
Maarten. Arrive early, come pre-
pared and get ready to enjoy one of 
the most colourful days of the sea-
son! Visit sxmcarnival.life for more 
info.
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troupe interacts with its members throughout the 
entire process. “We prioritize personalized com-
munication, ongoing support throughout regis-
tration, payments, and distribution, and building 
genuine connections with our masqueraders.” The 
goal is to ensure that every individual feels valued 
and connected. “Our goal is for every individual 
to feel like they are part of a community – not just 
wearing a costume.”

Music remains at the core of the Carnival experi-
ence, and Luv Lux Mas is committed to delivering 
a full and immersive soundscape on the road. With 
the return of the T.G. band and the troupe’s core 
DJ line-up, along with special guest additions, the 
energy is expected to remain high throughout the 
parade. “Revellers can expect a full Caribbean mu-
sical experience, covering a wide range of genres 
from start to finish. We aim to leave no stone un-
turned when it comes to delivering an authentic 
and vibrant sound.” This musical diversity aligns 
perfectly with the troupe’s theme and reinforces 
its focus on unity through rhythm and culture.

That message of unity is central to everything the 
troupe aims to achieve this year. “The message we 
aim to portray is unity. As a melting pot of cul-
tures, we want to show that through music, mas, 
and love, we can come together and celebrate 
as one.” In a culturally diverse society like St. 
Maarten, this message resonates strongly, high-
lighting the role Carnival plays in bringing people 
together.

This year’s presentation will also feature new col-
laborations, adding fresh energy and perspectives 

to the road experience. Luv Lux Mas will wel-
come Uforik Mas from the northern side of the 
island, as well as Ecstasy Mas from Dominica. 
These additions further strengthen the troupe’s 
commitment to diversity and cultural exchange.

Interest in the troupe has been strong, reflect-
ing growing recognition and support. “At this 
stage, I can confidently say that registration has 
been very successful.” While organizing a troupe 
comes with its challenges, the main difficulty has 
been balancing personal responsibilities with the 
demands of managing the band. “The biggest 
challenge has been balancing personal life along-
side the demands of managing the band.” Despite 
this, the team reports that the overall prepara-
tion process has been smooth. 

Looking beyond this year’s Carnival, Luv Lux 
Mas has its sights set on long-term growth and 
international expansion. “We are in this for the 
long run. Our vision is to continue growing while 
expanding internationally, with presence already 
building across four countries.” That vision is 
already taking shape, with new sections being 
launched overseas. “We have recently launched 
our Rotterdam and United Kingdom sections, 
and we are already looking forward to expanding 
further as we build toward our 2027 calendar.”

As the countdown to Carnival 55 continues, Luv 
Lux Mas remains focused on delivering a memo-
rable and meaningful experience for its revellers. 
Stated simply, the goal is clear: “An unforgettable 
one.”

Luv Lux Mas CONTINUED FROM PG. 16
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The rhythmic pulse of reg-
gae will take over Festival 
Village as the One Love 
Reggae Concert lights 
up the stage during St. 
Maarten Carnival 2026 
celebrations. Set for Fri-
day, April 24, at 8:00pm 

ONE LOVE REGGAE CONCERT
sharp, this highly antici-
pated event promises a 
night filled with music, 
culture, and the unifying 
spirit of the Caribbean.

Headlining the concert is 
Morgan Heritage, a multi-
Grammy Award-winning 
reggae institution whose 
music, message, and mis-
sion have helped define 
modern roots reggae for 
over three decades. Found-
ed by the children of Ja-
maican reggae icon Denroy 
Morgan Sr., the group has 
carried a powerful legacy 
of culture, consciousness, 

and global unity to stages 
around the world.

Known as reggae 
royalty, Morgan 

Heritage has re-
leased 12 stu-
dio albums, 
earned mul-
tiple Grammy 
Awards, and 
built a cata-
logue root-
ed in love, 
R a stafar ian 
c o n s c i o u s -
ness, social 

justice, family, 
and faith. Their 

music has bridged 
Jamaica, Africa, Eu-

rope, the Americas, and be-
yond, making them one of 
the most influential forces 
in international reggae.

Now entering a power-
ful new chapter, the group 
continues its journey as 
Morgan Heritage 2.0. With 
Una Morgan back on the 
road and the torch passed 
to Jemere Morgan, eldest 
son of Gramps Morgan, 
the band embraces a new 
generation while honour-
ing its deep-rooted legacy. 
Jemere has stepped for-
ward as frontman, leading 
the group on global stages 
with authenticity, humility, 
and strength, earning wide-
spread respect from fans 
and industry peers alike. 
Every performance car-
ries the spirit and legacy of 
the late lead singer Peetah 
Morgan, whose presence 
remains deeply woven into 
the band’s sound and mes-
sage. This new era is not a 
departure, but a continua-
tion – keeping the mission 
alive to uplift, unite, and 
preserve reggae music for 
generations to come.

Reggae Night will also fea-
ture Jamaican reggae talent 
D’Yani, an artiste steadily 
carving his name into the 

modern reggae and dance-
hall scene. Hailing from 
Spanish Town in St. Cath-
erine, Jamaica, D’Yani 
brings a contemporary ap-
proach to the genre while 
staying rooted in its rich 
traditions. Inspired by leg-
endary performers like Bob 
Marley and Jackie Wilson, 
he channels deep emotion 
and authenticity into every 
performance.

Known for his soul-stirring 
songwriting, D’Yani blends 
catchy melodies with clever 
lyrics and relatable sto-
rytelling, creating music 
that resonates with a wide 
audience. His artistry has 
not gone unnoticed, earn-
ing him recognition from 
industry figures such as 
Robert Livingston, Cordell 
“Skatta” Burrell, and Ce-
cile Charlton. D’Yani’s live 
performances have be-
come a defining part of his 
growing reputation. He has 
graced major stages includ-
ing Sting 2016 and multiple 
editions of Reggae Sum-
fest. One of his standout 
moments came at Reggae 
Sumfest 2023, where he 
surprised fans by bringing 
out Jada Kingdom for an 
electrifying performance of 
their hit single “Feelings”.

The One Love Reggae Con-
cert will transform Jocelyn 
Arndell Festival Village into 
a hub of pulsating rhythms, 
positive vibrations, and 
unity. This night is a cel-
ebration of true reggae 
message of peace, love, and 
togetherness set against 
the colourful backdrop of 
Carnival. Advance tickets 
are priced at $50 and are 
available at Motorworld in 
Cole Bay. Stay tuned for up-
dates and secure your spot 
at what is shaping up to be 
one of the most memorable 

nights of the season.

As the countdown to St. 
Maarten Carnival contin-
ues, the One Love Reggae 
Concert stands out as a 
must-attend event where 
island energy meets world-
class talent. Sponsored by 
Motorworld, Native Na-
tions and St. Maarten 
Carnival. Come experience 
island life and true Ca-
ribbean “One Love” vibes. 
Visit sxmcarnival.life for 
more info. 
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For more than three decades, one constant has remained 
behind the decks of St. Maarten’s Carnival – Mix Mas-
ter Pauly. From the vinyl era to today’s digital stage, 
from intimate house parties to crowds of thousands 
inside the Festival Village, Pauly has built a career de-
fined not only by longevity, but by adaptability, cultural 
awareness and an unwavering connection to the people 
in front of him.

His story begins, as many do, with music at home.

Growing up in a family surrounded by musical talent, Pau-
ly was exposed early to rhythm and sound. But it was a 
specific moment that set him on his path – watching his 
cousin, already a DJ, manipulate records on a turntable. 
That image stayed with him.

“I heard my cousin scratching on record players, and that 
stuck with me,” he recalled.

What followed was a steady rise rooted in practice, expo-
sure and opportunity. His first performance was modest, a 
house party, but it did not take long for his talent to scale.

“In my early teens, I played at the Sports Auditorium in 
front of about 2,500 people,” he said in an interview for The 
Daily Herald’s Carnival Special.

That early leap from small gatherings to large audiences 
would become a defining pattern of his career.

His name, too, evolved alongside his craft. What started 
simply as DJ Pauly, shifted after a pivotal encounter with 
DJ Kid Capri, a respected figure in international DJ culture.

During a shared event, Kid Capri offered direct advice: 
Drop the “DJ” and create a name that stands apart. The 
result was “Mix Master Pauly” – a title that would go on 
to carry weight not just locally, but across decades of per-
formances.

A Carnival Institution

Pauly’s relationship with St. Maarten Carnival dates back 
to the 1990s, placing him among the longest-serving DJs 
on the festival circuit.

His entry into Carnival was not passive. He was part of 
building it.

“The first Carnival event I played was the Youth Extrava-
ganza,” he says. “I was also part of creating the concept of 
that show.”

At the time, the Youth Extravaganza was more than just 
another event; it became a platform for emerging talent 
and a central fixture in the Carnival line-up. For Pauly, it 
also became a proving ground.

He recalled the DJ battles that defined those early years, 
competitions that placed skill, timing and crowd control 
under direct scrutiny.

“I miss winning all those DJ battles,” he says. “The DJ com-
petition was the headline part of that show.”

Those victories extended beyond the island. Pauly notes 
that he went on to win DJ battles internationally, further 
reinforcing his credibility in a competitive field.

Over the years, both the Festival Village and its audience 
have evolved.

“The Village has become more modern, which is great,” he 
explained. “Entertainment changes with different genera-
tions.”

Yet, despite these changes, the core of Carnival remains 
intact, a large-scale, culturally driven celebration where 
music plays a central role.

“It’s basically the same, just on a bigger scale,” he says. “But 
more cultural.”

Mix Master Pauly: 
The Soundtrack of St. Maarten Carnival

Reading the Crowd, Shaping the Sound

For Pauly, DJing Carnival is not simply about playing mu-
sic, it is about understanding the moment.

“It’s Carnival, that’s the music we go by,” he said, referring 
to the seasonal shift toward soca and local sounds that de-
fine the festival atmosphere. At the same time, he recog-
nizes an ongoing tension within the local music scene.

“The St. Maarten sound needs to be recognized again,” 
he said. “But we are also a mix of many different cultural 
sounds.”

This dual identity, local and global, shapes both the expec-
tations of the crowd and the decisions made behind the 
decks. One of the challenges he highlights is audience pref-
erence.

“The crowd still wants to hear those old songs, even when 
there are many newer local songs to play,” he notes.

That balance between nostalgia and progression is one ev-
ery experienced Carnival DJ must navigate. Central to that 
process is the role DJs play in promoting local music.

“A DJ’s role is one of the most important when it comes to 
local music being played on the island,” Pauly said. “But we 
need more local music, both during Carnival and outside 
of it.”

Timing, he added, is everything.

“There are many good local songs that can get a strong re-
sponse; it depends on the timing and the crowd.”

Versatility and Control

Ask Pauly to define his style, and he avoids narrowing it 
down.

“I bring good vibes to the stage,” he says. “I never labelled 
myself with one sound or style; I bring versatility.”

That versatility is not just a creative choice; it is a functional 
necessity in an environment as dynamic as Carnival. His 
role often extends beyond performance into responsibility.

“Yes, many times I’ve had to save a party,” he says. “I’m usu-
ally the one closing the show.”

Closing a Carnival event requires more than technical skill. 
It demands endurance, awareness and the ability to main-
tain energy long after peak hours.

“Keeping the energy up for everyone to enjoy – it’s the biggest 
party of the year,” he said.

And when it comes to impact, Pauly is direct.

“A party can’t turn into a real jam until Mix Master Pauly 
is behind the music.”

Evolution of the Craft

Few DJs working today can claim to have started in the vi-
nyl era and remained active through every technological 
shift since. Pauly is one of them.

“I was fortunate to start in the vinyl era and still be relevant 
today,” he says.

For him, the transition from vinyl and CDs to digital plat-
forms did not diminish the craft; it simply changed the 
tools.

“It never affected the craft,” he explained. “The shift just 
made things easier.”

What has changed more significantly, in his view, is the 
culture surrounding DJing.

“Today’s DJing is mostly about social media,” he said. “Back 

then, DJs paved the way.”

That distinction underscores a broader 
point about longevity versus visibility – 
an issue he feels strongly about.

His advice to younger DJs reflects that 
perspective.

“Stay humble, work hard, build your 
brand and never forget who helped 
you.”

Pauly also acknowledges his 
informal role as a mentor.

“Yes, I do,” he says. “Many 
younger and older DJs ask 
me questions based on my 
knowledge and worldwide 
experience.”

Looking ahead, he sees 
both opportunity and 
risk.

“Because of tech-
nology, everyone 
can become a 
DJ,” he says. 
“But you 
should also 
learn the art 
of it.”

The Meaning of Carnival

Despite decades behind 
the decks, Pauly’s connec-
tion to Carnival remains 
personal.

“It’s the greatest celebration for the island,” he said. “The 
world comes to enjoy it with us.”

For him, Carnival is not just an event, it is a seasonal iden-
tity.

“I become very musical during Carnival,” he explains, not-
ing the shift in focus that comes with the festival period.

Each year blends into the next, not because they lack dis-
tinction, but because each carries equal significance.

“They all stand out,” he said. “This is our biggest party.”

If there is a defining moment within a set, it comes when 
local music takes centre stage.

“When I press play on a St. Maarten song, and then all the 
local songs follow, that brings the fete together.”

Legacy in Motion

After years of performances, competitions and cultural 
shifts, Pauly remains focused on one thing: Connection.

“When the music stops, I want people to know they will still 
come out to support any Mix Master Pauly event,” he said.

It is a statement rooted not in ego, but in consistency – an 
understanding that longevity in DJ culture is earned over 
time, one crowd at a time.

From vinyl records to digital playlists, from Youth Extrava-
ganza battles to main-stage Carnival nights, Mix Master 
Pauly has not just witnessed the evolution of St. Maarten’s 
music scene, he has helped shape it.

And as long as Carnival continues, his presence behind the 
decks remains part of its rhythm.
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Get ready for a legendary con-
cert celebrating the legacy of 
one of St. Maarten’s great-
est musical icons – King Beau 
Beau. The King will take the 
stage at Jocelyn Arndell Fes-
tival Village on Friday, April 
17, serving up masterful mu-
sic and unforgettable memo-
ries, as someone who helped to 
shape Carnival throughout the 
years, joined by special guest 
performers King Genius, King 
Jacko, and Kaiso Brat. 

Leroy Brooks has collected many 
titles over his decades-long mu-
sic career, including but not lim-
ited to Calypso Monarch of St. 
Maarten (a whopping 12 times 
between 1980 and 2022), Road 

King Beau Beau, 
�����������	
����
���

March King (two times), Antil-
lean Calypso Monarch (three 
times), King of Kings Monarch, 
Leeward Islands Calypso Mon-
arch, and Golden Voice Winner. 
The Golden Voice Song Festival 
win was his first, at just 16 years 
old.

He has written some 180 songs 
and has over 25 recordings. Two 
of his most recognisable hits in-
clude “Case from Hell” (Calypso, 
1980) and “Coming with me stick 
in me hand” (Road March 1989). 

The Daily Herald asked King 
Beau Beau what the audience can 
expect on this special night: “In 
this concert, we will take you all 
the way back to my early years 

in the calypso artform. From as 
early as 1978 to present. I will 
be performing some of my most 
beloved calypso songs. Addition-
ally, we will be taking you back 
all the way to 1976 with Mon-
archs who were crowned prior to 
me, Mighty Genius “Fire in the 
town”, Jacko “Open your Eyes St. 
Maarten”, and Kaiso Brat “What 
a Thing”. We intend to entice you 
with Calypso in its original form 
and bring you a lot of social com-
mentary and comedy. You will 
laugh and – depending on your 
memory – you will cry.”

Music is about life. Over the 
years, his music has been in-
spired by real life experiences, 
social and political circumstanc-
es, and the news. 

“I consider myself an old school 
type of artiste. I love to write/sing 
songs that are musically well ar-
ranged with an array of melody. 
Caribbean music in general (Ca-
lypso/Soca in particular) has lost 
a lot of the love for the actual mu-
sical arrangement,” he said, miss-
ing a stronger focus on lyrics and 
melodies.

He is known mainly for his Ca-
lypso music but has also gained 
a reputation as a versatile en-
tertainer, enjoying a variety of 
genres, especially when perform-
ing for international audiences. 
These include Soca, Reggae, Bal-
lads, Kompa and Pop.

Looking back, he can remember 
loving music as a child, especially 
the music of The Mighty Spar-
row. As a young boy, before he 
could have imagined what was 
to come, he remembers singing 
acapella on the Big Brother & Big 
Sister Show with Dave Douglas 
and Josianne Artsen, on PJD2 
Radio up on Fort Amsterdam.

At age 12, Josianne, who was his 
music teacher, introduced him 
to the stage, where he played a 
character named Bobo, in “Big 
Business” – a school play that 
she directed. The name stuck and 
he eventually changed it to Beau 
Beau. 

After high school, he was grant-
ed three scholarships and stud-
ied Music Merchandising with 
a minor in Communications at 
Hofstra University in New York. 
During college and in the years 
to come, he travelled through-
out the Caribbean, US, Canada, 
Europe, and beyond. Many will 
remember him performing with 

the dazzling Beaubettes, who of-
ten joined him in representing 
the island abroad, backed by the 
old St. Maarten/Saint Martin As-
sociation.

Pouring into his love of music 
over the years, he has created 
a lifetime worth of memories. 
Some of his favourite experiences 
include travelling, meeting and 
working with new artistes around 
the world, and collaborating with 
great artistes in the field of music. 

A few of his all-time favourite 

experiences are performing on 
stage in St. Maarten with the 
late great Percy Sledge, perform-
ing with his Beaubettes for the 
opening of the Movie Speed 2 in 
Los Angeles, California, and per-
forming live at the Apollo The-
atre in New York.

Don’t miss out on a musical jour-
ney with the legendary King Beau 
Beau and friends – one of the true 
highlights of St. Maarten Carni-
val. Hosted at the Carnival Vil-
lage on Friday, April 17. Tickets 
are US $20.
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As Carnival 2026 ap-
proaches, there’s a pow-
erful shift happening 
not just in sound, but in 
purpose. The energy sur-
rounding St. Maarten 
Carnival is growing be-
yond the island’s shores, 
and II Brothers Enter-
tainment is stepping for-
ward to help lead that 
movement.

Celebrating their fifth an-
niversary, II Brothers is 
positioning “The Reunion” 
as more than just an event 
– it’s part of a bigger mis-
sion to strengthen tourism, 
expand international vis-
ibility, and create lasting 
partnerships that push St. 
Maarten Carnival to the 
top of the Caribbean.

This year’s showcase is 
designed with both locals 
and visitors in mind – an 
immersive experience that 
captures the true spirit of 
Carnival while giving trav-
ellers a reason to choose 
St. Maarten as their desti-
nation.

Taking centre stage is a 
dynamic line-up of Carib-
bean talent: Trix Migos & 
Hussey, Dcamp & Lewis 
Melo, 1T1 & Theoma, Litle 
Boy & Quan Dan, Ridge 
& Puddaz, Lejuh, Lestef, 
Kenng G, Reo, Nice, Pascal 
with Jusacshun Band, Ezee 
WMN, DJ Main Event, and 
DJ Siw’roo.

At the heart of the expe-
rience is Bouyon music 
– one of the fastest-grow-
ing genres in the region. 
Known for its high energy 
and infectious rhythm, 
Bouyon has become a 
driving force in Carnival 
culture across the Carib-
bean, making it the per-
fect sound to attract both 
regional and international 
audiences.

“This is about the people, 
the visitors, the locals, the 
culture. Carnival belongs 
to them, and we’re build-
ing something they can 
feel and travel for.” The re-
sponse so far reflects that 
vision. Excitement is build-
ing rapidly, and tickets are 
already moving at a strong 
pace. Now in Phase 3, with 
25% of tickets already sold, 
demand continues to rise 
– a clear indication of the 
growing pull of the event.

Building a standard: Ex-
perience, execution, and 
safety

With five years of success-
ful productions, II Broth-
ers Entertainment said it 
has developed a reputation 
for delivering high-quality, 
well-organized events that 
both locals and visitors can 
trust.

While financial challenges 
remain part of produc-
ing large-scale events, the 
team continues to priori-
tize execution and consis-
tency. Behind the scenes, 
Kenrick Housen, also 
known as Coco, plays a key 
role in maintaining struc-
ture and flow as backstage 
manager.

“Our focus has always been 
on delivering a smooth, 
professional experience 
and that’s what people have 
come to expect from us.”

Safety also remains a core 
priority. In addition to on-
going collaboration with 
law enforcement, II Broth-
ers continues to invest in 
additional private security, 
ensuring a safe and enjoy-
able environment for all at-
tendees, especially interna-
tional visitors experiencing 
Carnival.

Creating impact: Driving 
tourism through partner-
ship

II Brothers Entertainment 
is taking an active role in 
promoting St. Maarten 
Carnival on a regional and 
international level, step-
ping in to build partner-
ships that directly support 
tourism growth.

This year, the team inde-
pendently secured col-
laborations with major 
Caribbean influencers and 
media platforms, including 
Nicey Bwoss, Bahayogi, Ju-
lianspromos, Trini Jungle 
Juice, and Jeanette “Jlova” 
Mitchell from Tempo.

These partnerships are 
aimed at expanding Car-
nival’s reach, showcasing 
Sint Maarten to wider au-
diences, and encouraging 
travel to the island during 
the season. Despite the ab-
sence of support from St. 
Maarten Tourism Depart-
ment, II Brothers said it 
has continued to invest in 
promotion and visibility. 

“We see the bigger picture. 
Carnival is one of the is-
land’s strongest tourism 
products, and we’re ready 
to take the lead in building 
the partnerships needed to 

The stage is set for one 
of the anticipated cul-
tural showdowns of the 
season, as the Senior 
Calypso Finals return 
again this year to the 
Carnival calendar of 
events. Following a com-
petitive elimination 
round that saw nearly 
20 calypsonians battle 
for a place in the next 
stage, 10 finalists have 
officially secured their 
spots in the grand finals. 
These finalists will take 
centre stage in Carnival 
Village, each bringing 
powerful lyrics, social 
commentary, and musi-
cal creativity in pursuit 
of the coveted title.

On finals night, each of 
the 10 calypsonians will 
perform two songs, giv-
ing them the opportunity 
to showcase both lyrical 
depth and stage pres-
ence. The competition is 
expected to deliver a mix 
of humour, storytelling, 
and bold commentary – 
hallmarks of the calypso 
tradition. At the end of 
the night, one performer 
will be crowned Calypso 
Monarch, succeeding 
reigning champion Ed-
sel “Yaadfowl” Eusebius, 
who captured the title in 
a standout debut perfor-

mance last year. 

The 2026 finalists represent 
a dynamic mix of seasoned 
performers and rising voic-
es that are ready for the 
spotlight. With equal rep-
resentation of male and fe-
male performers, this year’s 
finals promise diversity in 
style, message, and perfor-
mance energy. 

The line-up includes the 
following:

• Erno York, Young Dow 
– I Wonder / Mind Ya 
Business

• Alberto Arrindell, Fish 
da Mega Boss – Lost 
in the Sauce

• Rumini Rogers, The 
Protégé – Pressure

• Isidore York, Mighty 
Dow – Liars and Fakes

• Pedro Jones, Dr. Jones 
– The Doctor’s Office

• Jasmine Richardson, 
Lady Baker – Ubuntu

• Ashayna Nisbett, 
Ashayna – Guard the 
Village

• Evelyne Walters, Eb-
ony Empress – Sharp 
Like a Razor

• Zahira Richardson, 
Empress Zee – We 
Rise

• Eunia Richardson, 
Empress Eunia – 
Charity Begins at 
Home

A Night of Culture and 
Commentary
Calypso remains one of 
the most powerful cultur-
al expressions of Carnival, 
known for tackling social 
issues, politics, and ev-
eryday life through music 
and wit. Audiences can 
expect songs addressing 
current events, commu-
nity concerns, and per-
sonal stories – delivered 
with the signature flair of 
the art form.

A recent elimination 
round already showcased 
the intensity of the com-
petition, with performers 
delivering sharp messages 
and crowd-engaging per-
formances that set the 
tone for the finals. 

The Senior Calypso Finals 
is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 21, as part of the 
ongoing Carnival celebra-
tions. Admission to the 
event is US $20. 

From lyrical battles to 
crowd reactions, the finals 
promise an electrifying 
night where music meets 
message and where one 
voice will rise above the 
rest to claim the Calypso 
Monarch crown.

Senior Calypso Finals 
set for April 21

II Brothers Entertainment leads charge 
to elevate Carnival with ‘The Reunion’

Driving tourism, culture, Caribbean energy
grow it.”

As part of that effort, the 
team also launched the Ul-
timate Carnival Experience 
Raffle, in collaboration 
with Ultimate Experience 
Productions and Julian’s 
Promo. The winner, Jahyni 
Carty, will receive a full 
Carnival 2026 experience, 
including access to major 
events, participation in The 
Reunion Invasion J’ouvert, 
entry in the Grand Parade, 
and costume sponsored by 
Island Revelers.

In the spirit of Carnival 55 
and the values that have 
shaped the brand since its 
inception, II Brothers En-
tertainment has partnered 
with SCDF and the SCDF 
Pageant Committee to sup-
port the ladies competing 
in this year’s Queen Com-
petition. Through this col-
laboration, the organiza-
tion will assist contestants 
with professional lashes, 
nails, and makeup, ensur-
ing they are confidently 
and beautifully presented 
as they take the stage.

“This anniversary is not 
only about celebrating how 
far we’ve come,” said a rep-
resentative of II Brothers 
Entertainment. “It’s about 
using our platform to uplift 
others and invest directly 
into the cultural pillars that 
define us.”

Enhancing the Carnival 
experience beyond the 
stage

II Brothers Entertainment 
said it continues to inno-
vate within the Carnival 
Village. Last year, they in-
troduced the first VIP sec-
ond level dining experience 
that was approved by SCDF 
but stopped by VROMI/ 
the SOG Department. “We 
are again trying to make 
this happen for the pub-
lic this year, but we have 
to wait on the approval of 
VROMI.” 

Additionally, Carnival 2026 
will see the introduction 
of the first fully air-condi-
tioned booth in the Village, 
setting a new standard for 
comfort and premium ex-
perience.

As part of the anniver-
sary celebrations, II Broth-
ers Entertainment has 
launched a limited-edition 
Carnival 55 Anniversary 
Package. Priced at US $35, 
the package includes a 
branded shirt, rag, and cup 

– available in ten 
vibrant colours. A 
portion of the pro-
ceeds from every 
package sold will go 
directly toward sup-
porting the pageant 
initiative.

Today, April 10, is Carnival 
Opening Day and II Broth-
ers Entertainment will host 
a special Happy Hour acti-
vation at its 16oz booths. 
Patrons wearing their an-
niversary package will 
enjoy an exclusive TWO 
for ONE beverage special, 
adding even more value to 
supporting the cause.

Expanding the experi-
ence: 5 years of growth

To mark their milestone, II 
Brothers is extending their 
presence across multiple 
Carnival touchpoints: The 

Reunion Concert, The Re-
union J’ouvert Invasion and 
16OZ Village Experience. 
“We’re not just creating 
one event; we’re building 
an experience that follows 
you throughout Carnival.”

The team said The Re-
union, at its core, is about 
delivering an unforgettable 
moment – one that cap-
tures the true energy of St. 
Maarten while contribut-
ing to its growth as a top-
tier Carnival destination. 
With a focus on high ener-
gy, strong cultural identity, 
and unexpected surprises, 
II Brothers is once again 

aiming to set the standard. 
“We’re coming with full en-
ergy, full vibes, and a clear 
goal – to deliver one of the 
best experiences of Carni-
val 2026.”

With limited discounted 
tickets remaining and inter-
est continuing to grow, the 
opportunity is now. Visi-
tors, locals, and Carnival 
lovers alike are encouraged 
to secure their spot and be 
part of the movement. 

“This is more than a show; 
it’s an experience. Don’t 
miss your chance to be part 
of it… be part of the starz.”
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All booths to be repaired, 

upgraded for 2024 
~ NAf. 1.4 million allocated ~

As Carnival season builds 
momentum, one event contin-
ues to carve out its own space 
on the calendar, offering a dis-
tinct musical experience that 
blends performance, culture 
and nonstop energy: Koncert 
X, led by St Maarten singer 
and performer King James 
(Kelvin James), is returning 
this year on Thursday, April 
23, with an expanded vision, 
promising patrons an unfor-
gettable night rooted in Ca-
ribbean sound and live enter-
tainment.

Patrons can expect a high en-
ergy, non-stop music experi-
ence. Koncert X is built around 
one backing band, delivering a 
high-quality show with mul-
tiple artistes flowing one after 
the other. It’s not your typical 
stop and go event – it’s a con-
tinuous musical journey with a 
real concert feel.”

That continuous flow remains 
one of the defining features of 
Koncert X, setting it apart from 
traditional Carnival events. In-
stead of breaks between perfor-
mances, the show is designed to 
keep audiences engaged from 
start to finish, creating an im-
mersive atmosphere where mu-
sic takes centre stage.

Building on the success of its 
previous editions, this year’s 
show introduces new elements 
aimed at elevating the overall 
experience while maintaining 
its core identity.

“This year, we’ve elevated the 
experience by introducing a few 
international acts alongside our 
SXM talent. The first two years 
focused heavily on showcasing 
SXM artistes, which remains 
important, but this year we’re 
expanding the reach and adding 
fresh elements to keep the show 
dynamic and exciting.”

The addition of international 

performers signals a new phase 
for Koncert X – one that broad-
ens its appeal while still priori-
tizing local talent. That balance 
between growth and authentic-
ity remains central to the event’s 
mission.

Asked what inspired him to con-
tinue hosting Koncert X as part of 
the Carnival line-up, King James 
said the response from the first 
two editions made it clear that 
there is a demand for a show like 
this. “Koncert X fills a unique 
space during Carnival by offer-
ing a structured, live performance 
event that highlights SXM artist-
ry. It’s something I’m passionate 
about, and I see it as a platform 
to grow both the culture and the 
performers.”

At its heart, Koncert X serves as 
a platform, not only for entertain-
ment, but for artistic develop-
ment and exposure. It provides 
local performers with an oppor-
tunity to share the stage in a set-
ting that emphasizes profession-
alism and live musical excellence.

“We have a strong line-up of both 
local and regional artistes. While 
I prefer to keep a few surprises for 
the night itself, patrons can ex-
pect a mix of familiar names and 
exciting guest appearances that 
will add to the overall experience.”

While details of the full line-up 
remain partially under wraps, the 
promise of surprise appearances 
adds an extra layer of anticipation 
for those planning to attend.

Musically, the event stays true to 
its Caribbean roots, delivering a 
vibrant mix designed to resonate 
with a wide audience. “The core 
is Caribbean, which means it’s a 
blend of Caribbean sounds. The 
goal is to create a vibrant, high 
energy vibe that keeps the audi-
ence engaged from start to finish.”

This focus on Caribbean music 
underscores the cultural signifi-
cance of Koncert X within the 
broader Carnival landscape.

Asked how important is Kon-
cert X in showcasing local and 
regional talent during Carnival, 
King James said: “It’s extremely 
important. Koncert X was built 
as a platform for SXM artistes to 
perform and get that opportu-
nity to showcase their talent on 
the big stage, which is not always 
readily available. It also allows 
SXM talent to elevate their per-
formance level while also sharing 
the stage with regional acts, cre-
ating growth and exposure op-
portunities.”

However, bringing an event of 
this scale to life is not without 
its challenges. From funding to 

logistics, organizing Koncert X 
requires careful coordination 
and persistence. “Like any ma-
jor event, financial sponsorship, 
as well as logistics, is always a 
challenge, especially with co-
ordinating international travel, 
scheduling rehearsals, and man-
aging production. Additionally, 
ensuring the show continues to 
grow while maintaining quality 
requires careful planning and in-
vestment.”

Despite these challenges, the vi-
sion for Koncert X remains clear, 
with a strong focus on creating 
an engaging and inclusive atmo-
sphere for all attendees. “We’re 
aiming for a vibrant, energetic 
crowd that appreciates good mu-
sic and good performances. The 
atmosphere we’re creating is one 
of unity, excitement, and pure en-
joyment – a true SXM Carnival 
experience.”

Public response so far suggests 
that the event is continuing to 
build momentum and recogni-
tion within the Carnival line-up. 
“The response thus far has been 
very encouraging. There’s grow-
ing awareness around the brand, 
and people are starting to recog-
nize Koncert X as a must-attend 
event during SXM Carnival.”

As part of the wider festivities, 
Koncert X contributes a unique 
dimension to the Carnival expe-
rience, offering something differ-
ent from the usual party format. 

“Koncert X adds variety to the 
Carnival line-up. It offers some-
thing different from the typical 
fete by focusing on SXM artistes 

showcasing the cultural and 
entertainment value of the sea-
son.”

Lessons learned from previ-
ous editions have also played a 
key role in refining this year’s 
production. “I’ve learned the 
importance of pacing, prepara-
tion, and audience engagement. 
This year, we’ve improved on 
the overall show flow to ensure 
a smoother and more impactful 
experience.”

New additions to the show 
promise to enhance both the 
visual and musical elements of 
the event.

Asked whether there were any 
new elements that patrons can 
look forward to, he said: “Yes, 
definitely – from improved 
stage production to surprise 
moments, we’ve added ele-
ments that will enhance the 
overall experience and keep the 
audience fully engaged.”

While entertainment is a ma-
jor focus, maintaining cultural 
authenticity remains a guid-
ing principle. Expressing how 
he balances entertainment 
with cultural celebration dur-
ing Carnival events like this, he 
responded: “By staying true to 
the music and the artistes. The 
foundation of Koncert X is Ca-
ribbean culture, and while we 
aim to entertain, we also ensure 
that the authenticity of the mu-
sic and performance remains at 
the forefront.”

Ultimately, the goal is for at-
tendees to leave with a deeper 
appreciation for the talent and 
culture that define the region. 
“I want people to leave feeling 
proud of the talent we have here 
in SXM as well as the region; 
also be excited about where our 
music and culture are going. It’s 
about celebrating who we are 
through music.”

He sees Koncert X becoming a 
permanent staple on the Car-
nival calendar in the years to 
come. “That is definitely the vi-
sion. We are building Koncert 
X to become a signature event 
that people look forward to ev-
ery year.”

With its focus on continuous 
music, cultural pride and evolv-
ing production, Koncert X is 
positioning itself as a standout 
experience within Carnival – 
one that celebrates both the 
sound and spirit of St. Maarten.
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As one of the most an-
ticipated events on the St. 
Maarten Carnival calen-
dar, Bacchanal Sunday is 
set to return bigger, bolder, 
and hotter than ever as it 
celebrates its 10th anni-
versary this year. 

Organising team member 
Melisa Boasman says the 
team is once again raising 
the bar, promising an unfor-
gettable experience packed 
with energy, music, and 
surprises.

“At Bacchanal Sunday, we 
believe there’s truly a sci-
ence to the madness. As a 
team, we pay close atten-
tion to people’s behaviours, 
trends, and the ever-evolv-
ing social scene so we can 
understand exactly what 
makes an experience unfor-
gettable. It’s never an easy 
task, but we’re humbled 
and proud to consistently 
deliver the kind of energy, 
excitement, and quality that 
our patrons look forward to 
year after year,” Boasman 
explained.

That commitment to in-
novation is at the heart of 
this year’s event, which in-
troduces a brand-new con-
cept designed to elevate the 
experience for revellers. 
“This year, we’re raising the 
bar with the Bacchanal Sun-
day Unique Experience. For 
2026, we’re bringing a bold 
and thrilling Wild Whine 
Waist theme to life, so get 
ready to show up in full 
Cowboys style! It’s going to 
be a one-of-a-kind Carni-
val experience with a fresh 
vibe that sets this year apart 
from anything we’ve done 
before,” she said.

Set for May 3, this mile-
stone edition carries added 
significance for both or-

Bacchanal Sunday marks 10 
years with ‘Wild Whine Waist’ 

theme, star-studded line-up 
ganisers and patrons alike. 
“This year is extra special 
as we celebrate our 10th 
anniversary, and we’re com-
ing bigger, bolder, and hot-
ter than ever. Patrons can 
expect high-energy perfor-
mances, unforgettable sur-
prises, nonstop vibes, and 
the kind of moments that 
will have everyone talking 
long after the event is over,” 
Boasman added.

A major highlight of Bac-
chanal Sunday continues 
to be its dynamic musical 
line-up, which this year fea-
tures an impressive mix of 
regional and international 
talent alongside local favou-
rites. “We’ve put together 
a powerhouse line-up de-
signed to keep the energy 
sky-high from beginning to 
end,” she said.

The artistes set to take the 
stage include soca icon 
Machel Montano, along 
with M.O.B. (Masters of 
Bouyon) bringing together 
Asa Bantan and TK Inter-
national “on stage together, 
never seen before.” The line-
up also features Lady Lava, 
Elephant Man, Big Shaw, 
King James, Muddy, and Lil 
Kerry, among others.

On the DJ side, patrons can 
expect nonstop energy from 
a strong roster including DJ 
Tero, Int’l Stephen, DJ Big 
Boss, DJ King Kembe, DJ 
Maestro, DJ Drino, and DJ 
Kenz.

“With a line-up this dy-
namic, we’re expecting pure 
fire from start to finish. Our 
goal is to create an electri-
fying musical journey that 
keeps the crowd moving, 
singing, and fully immersed 
in the Bacchanal Sunday ex-
perience,” Boasman said.

While the line-up alone 
promises an unforgettable 
show, organisers are also 
hinting at additional sur-
prises. “Let’s just say… there 
are definitely a few surpris-
es in store. But to find out 
what they are, you’ll have to 
be there and experience it 
for yourself!” she teased.

Bacchanal Sunday has built 
a reputation over the years 
as more than just another 
Carnival event, and Boas-
man believes that is what 
continues to draw large 
crowds year after year. 
“Bacchanal Sunday has be-
come one of the most high-
ly anticipated events of the 
St. Maarten Carnival sea-
son, and for good reason. 
We believe it offers the per-
fect fusion of excitement, 
energy, and pure celebra-
tion. It’s more than just an 
event it’s an unforgettable, 
in-the-moment experience 
that captures pure bliss in 
a way you simply can’t find 
anywhere else,” she said.

Central to that experience is 
the atmosphere organisers 
aim to create. “We’re aim-
ing to create that magical ‘in 
the moment’ feeling – the 
kind of energy that can only 
happen when thousands of 
people are vibing together 
as one. It’s about bring-
ing together people from 
different islands, nations, 
and cultures in harmony, 
all united by one thing Ca-
ribbean people hold close 
to the heart – music. That 
connection, that feeling, 
that shared joy – that’s the 
Bacchanal Sunday experi-
ence,” Boasman explained.

Over the past decade, Bac-
chanal Sunday has grown 
from a local concept into a 
widely recognized cultural 
event with an expanding in-

ternational reach. “Watch-
ing Bacchanal Sunday 
grow from just an idea into 
something far bigger than 
the Kalaboom team ever 
imagined has been truly 
incredible. What started in 
St. Maarten has grown into 
a movement that keeps ex-
panding year after year. To 
now see the buzz reaching 
places like France, Holland 
and beyond, is a major ac-
complishment for our 
team. It shows that Bac-
chanal Sunday is no longer 
just an event, but a cultural 
experience with a growing 
international impact, and 
the future is only getting 
bigger,” she said.

The event has also played a 
significant role in promot-
ing local talent by provid-
ing a major platform for 
artistes to perform. 

“Bacchanal Sunday has al-
ways been a major platform 
for showcasing local tal-
ent and giving artists the 
opportunity to shine on 
a massive stage. Over the 
years, talents such as Lyte, 
King James, Tolly Boys, Red 
Eye Crew, King Vers, and 
many more have all had 
their moment in the spot-
light,” Boasman noted.

She highlighted the im-
pact the event can have on 
emerging artists, adding, 
“One of the best examples 
is one of our young local 
artists, BRG Hollywood, 
who made his career debut 
on the Bacchanal Sunday 
stage. After that perfor-
mance, everyone wanted 
to book him. That is exactly 
the kind of impact this plat-
form can have. Local artists 
know that once they put in 
the work, Bacchanal Sun-
day is ready to give them 
the opportunity to bless the 

stage. Supporting and el-
evating home-grown talent 
remains one of the things 
that make this event so spe-
cial.”

Behind the scenes, signifi-
cant effort goes into ensur-
ing the event runs smoothly 
and safely. “Events of this 
scale require detailed plan-
ning, strong coordination, 
and strategic logistics every 
step of the way, from behind 
the scenes right up to cen-
tre stage. We’re incredibly 
grateful to our dedicated 
team members and trusted 
vendors who have grown 
with us over the years and 
continue to play a vital role 
in making sure Baccha-
nal Sunday remains a safe, 
smooth, and well-organized 
experience for everyone at-
tending,” she said.

For those planning to at-
tend, Boasman offered a 
simple but important piece 
of advice. “Yes, come early 
and be on time! Get your 
full ticket’s worth, because 
you do not want to miss a 
single moment of the sur-
prises, performances, and 
entertainment we have 
lined up. From the very first 
vibe to the final burst of 
energy, Bacchanal Sunday 
is an experience 

you’ll want to enjoy from 
start to finish.”

And for anyone still won-
dering what to expect, she 
made it clear in no uncer-
tain terms: “This is not a 
concert… IT’S A FETE!”

Boasman also extended 
gratitude to the event’s 
partners, noting their criti-
cal role in bringing Bac-
chanal Sunday to life: CLT, 
Hennessy, Air Caraïbes, 
Divico, TelEm, and KBand. 
Your support helps make 
Bacchanal Sunday possible.”

Tickets are available at Ka-
laboom HQ, Tech Hub, 
Picture This Studio, SXM 
Promotionz, Digicel Stores, 
Levi’s Boutique, and online 
at Inthefete.com. “We truly 
couldn’t do it without the 
continued love and support 
of our partners, patrons, 
and community,” Boasman 
said.

As Bacchanal Sunday 
marks a decade of music, 
culture, and celebration, 
organisers are confident this 
year’s edition will deliver an 
experience that lives up to 
its reputation and raises it 
even higher.
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St. Maarten Soca to 
the World

The festive spirit of St. 
Maarten Carnival returns 
in full force for its 55th 
edition, bringing weeks of 
electrifying music, colour-
ful parades, and jump-
ups! These rolling street 
parties, which capture the 

true community heartbeat 
of Carnival, are some of 
most anticipated highlights 
of the Carnival Season, as 
they are open to the public 
and anyone can join in and 
walk along.
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The Season of Rhythm, Revelry, and Road Energy!

Soca Rumble returns with fresh format, focus on new talent, public voting
After a six-year hiatus, 
Soca Rumble is making 
a highly anticipated re-
turn for Carnival 2026, 
with organisers aiming 
to restore an important 
cultural platform while 
reigniting excitement 
around St. Maarten’s 
soca music and emerg-
ing talent.

“The decision to bring 
Soca Rumble back was 
really driven by culture, 
talent development, and 
demand,” organisers 
stated, reflecting on the 
event’s impact between 
2015 and 2019. During 
that period, Soca Rumble 
established itself as one 
of the island’s most dy-
namic Carnival events, 
helping artistes build rec-
ognisable identities and 
produce Carnival hits. 

“Its return for Carnival 
2026 is about restoring 
that platform, reigniting 
public excitement, and 
once again placing local 
soca at the centre of the 
Carnival experience.”

The event is scheduled 
for April 28, as part of 
the official Carnival cal-
endar, and will feature its 
signature Groovy Soca 

and Power Soca categories. 
However, this year’s edition 
is being framed as a special 
reintroduction, rather than 
a full competition.

“For 2026, it is important 
to clarify that this is not a 
full-fledged competition 
year, but rather a one-time 
special edition designed to 
bring Soca Rumble back to 
life and reconnect the pub-
lic with the music, the en-
ergy, and the artistes.”

In a significant shift, win-
ners will not be determined 
by judges but entirely by 
the audience through SMS 
voting, a move aimed at 
ensuring transparency 
and public engagement. 
“Transparency this year 
comes from that simplicity 
– what the public feels, the 
public decides.” 

Organisers noted that fair-
ness will be maintained by 
giving all artistes equal op-
portunity to perform, and 
ensuring the voting pro-
cess is clearly communicat-
ed and properly managed.

This year’s line-up will fea-
ture eight artistes – Bran-
do, Acha, Empress Eunia, 
Angie, Jabz, Schiff, Nolrez 
and Zone – representing a 

new and emerging wave of 
local soca talent. All entries 
will be Groovy Soca tracks, 
with a focus on melody, 
storytelling and connec-
tion with the crowd. Two 
performers will earn their 
“stripe” based on audience 
response, creating a path-
way into a more structured 
and competitive format set 
to return in 2027.

As part of the relaunch, 
organisers stress a stron-
ger focus on quality and 
preparation, requiring all 
submissions to be fully 
mixed and mastered and 
created specifically for the 
2026 Carnival season. This 
reflects a broader shift to-
ward professionalism and 
long-term development 
within the event.

“The strongest approach 
is to pair that rule with a 
formal vetting stage: Sub-
mission review, technical 
checks, confirmation of 
originality, and prompt 
feedback where a track 
does not meet the required 
standard.”

Soca Rumble’s past suc-
cess, organisers said, was 
rooted in its authenticity, 
competitiveness and pro-
duction quality. “It was 

unapologetically local, it 
was competitive, and it 
had production value,” 
they noted, recalling that 
thousands of fans attended 
previous finals. “People 
felt ownership of it; it was 
our music, our artistes, our 
sound.”

The 2026 edition also in-
troduces structural chang-
es, including governance 
under a non-profit model, 
designed to strengthen 
transparency and avoid 
concerns related to private 
ownership or conflicts of 
interest. This shift posi-
tions the event more firmly 
within the cultural domain 
while supporting its long-
term sustainability.

Cultural integrity remains 
central to the relaunch. 
“This edition is about 
nostalgia, revival, and cel-
ebrating St. Maarten soca, 
not over-regulating the ex-
perience. It’s about bring-
ing back that authentic 
Carnival vibe that people 
remember and love.”

Beyond entertainment, 
Soca Rumble continues to 
play a significant role in 
the island’s creative econ-
omy. The event supports a 
wide network of creatives, 

including musicians, danc-
ers, costume designers and 
other industry profession-
als, while also driving at-
tendance and strengthen-
ing Carnival programming.

“Soca Rumble is more than 
a competition, it is a cul-
tural export platform,” or-
ganizers said, noting that 
past winners have gone 
on to perform interna-
tionally. The platform not 
only elevates local talent 
but also helps position St. 
Maarten’s sound on re-
gional and global stages.

Artistes who perform well 
can expect increased vis-
ibility, credibility and op-
portunities, including 
bookings, media exposure 
and stronger branding 
within the Carnival scene. 
Organisers say that success 
in Soca Rumble has his-
torically contributed to the 
rise of local musical icons.

The event will also benefit 
from promotional build-up 
activities, including pub-
lic engagement and per-
formances leading up to 
the finals, reinforcing that 
Soca Rumble is more than 
a single-night event. It is 
designed as a platform for 
growth and professional 

development.

Organisers envision Soca 
Rumble evolving into a 
broader cultural develop-
ment engine, supporting 
artistes in song-writing, 
production, stage per-
formance and branding, 
while expanding its reach 
through digital plat-
forms. “If the goal is truly 
‘St. Maarten Soca to the 
World,’ then digital reach 
has to be part of the fu-
ture.”

The 2026 edition, how-
ever, remains focused on 
reconnection and mo-
mentum. 

“This 2026 edition is a 
reintroduction and re-
launch, a way to reignite 
interest and rebuild mo-
mentum.”

With its return during 
Carnival’s 55th anniver-
sary season, Soca Rum-
ble is expected to bridge 
generations, honouring 
the legacy of the past, 
while creating space for 
the next wave of soca tal-
ent to emerge and define 
the future of the island’s 
music.
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Driven by passion, resil-
ience, and a deep love for 
Carnival, Klimaxx Karni-
val is preparing to take to 
the road for St. Maarten’s 
55th Carnival with a bold 
and meaningful presen-
tation under the theme 
“Reign of the Legacy.” 

For troupe leader Learie 
Hall, this year represents 
growth, determination, and 
a commitment to building 
something lasting despite 
the challenges.

Reflecting on last year, Hall 
explained that valuable les-
sons shaped this year’s ap-
proach. “Last year really 
taught me the importance 
of structure, timing, and 
planning ahead. We had 
a great vibe, but this year 
I made sure everything is 
more organized from early 
–from production straight 
down to communication. 
I also learned that relying 
heavily on sponsorship is 
a risk, because this year 
especially, it has been very 
difficult, so we had to build 
more from within.”

Klimaxx Karnival to bring 
“Reign of the Legacy” to Carnival 55

~ Introduces youth section – Klimaxx Kidz ~
Leading a mas troupe in 
St. Maarten has not been 
without its difficulties, but 
Hall remains motivated by 
his passion for the culture. 
“It’s been a journey of pas-
sion and resilience. Leading 
a troupe here is not easy, 
especially with limited re-
sources, but the love for 
Carnival and culture keeps 
me going. At the end of the 
day, seeing people enjoy 
what you create makes it all 
worth it.”

This year’s theme – “Reign 
of the Legacy” – carries a 
strong message rooted in 
identity and impact. “It’s 
about power, culture, and 
leaving a lasting mark. 
We’re representing differ-
ent parts of the world while 
still keeping that Caribbean 
identity strong.” That vi-
sion comes to life through 
three main sections on the 
road, including a China-
inspired section featuring 
bold reds and golds with 
structured designs repre-
senting strength and tradi-
tion, as well as a Caribbean-
inspired section filled with 

vibrant tropical colours, 
feathers, and pure island 
energy. 

The troupe will also feature 
Exotique Vortex from the 
French side, bringing its 
own unique style and fla-
vour to the road. Hall noted 
that the decision to focus on 
fewer sections was inten-
tional. “We chose to focus 
on quality over quantity, es-
pecially with the challenges 
we’ve been facing this year.”

One of the most exciting ad-
ditions this year is the intro-
duction of Klimaxx Kidz – a 
children’s troupe designed 
to reconnect youth with 
culture and Carnival. “This 
year, we introduced Kli-
maxx Kidz, our children’s 
troupe, which we believe 
has been missing from Car-
nival for some time.” The 
children’s theme, “Wonders 
of St. Maarten,” focuses on 
cultural roots, identity, and 
the island’s beauty, with 
sections highlighting tra-
ditions, everyday island 
life, and the spirit of St. 
Maarten. “It’s about teach-
ing the youth where we 
come from while keeping it 
fun and colourful.”

Costumes will once again 
play a major role in the 
troupe’s presentation, with 
bold and eye-catching de-
signs expected on the road. 
“The costumes are bold, 
vibrant, and full of energy. 
We’re using rich colours, 
feathers, beads, and gem-
stones to really stand out on 
the road.” 

Hall also revealed that his 
personal costume will be 
a standout piece. “My cos-
tume will be one of the 
standout pieces very de-
tailed, strong presence, with 
a heavy back piece and a lot 
of statement elements. It’s 
designed to represent lead-
ership and fully embody the 
theme ‘Reign of the Legacy.’”

The troupe is targeting ap-
proximately 100 revellers 
this year, all of whom can 
expect a high-energy expe-
rience from start to finish. 
With a line-up that includes 
DJ Darrian, DJ Lil R, DJ C4, 
and MC Chewawah, the 
music will keep the road 
alive. “Pure energy – soca, 
bouyon, and some all types 
– the kind of music that 
keeps you moving nonstop 
and creates that real Carni-
val feeling.”

Despite the excitement, 
challenges remain, particu-
larly in securing sponsor-
ship. 

“The biggest challenge has 
been sponsorship. It has 
been extremely difficult 
this year securing the level 
of support needed – which 
impacts production and ex-
ecution.” Rising costs have 
also added pressure. “Mate-
rial costs, production, and 
logistics are all more ex-
pensive, and without strong 
sponsorship, it makes ev-
erything more difficult.” 
Still, the troupe continues 
to push forward, relying on 
creativity and determina-
tion to bring their vision to 
life.

Hall said that the message 
behind this year’s presenta-
tion goes beyond the cos-
tumes and music. “We want 
to portray strength, culture, 
and resilience. Despite the 
challenges, especially fi-
nancially this year, we are 
still coming out strong. It’s 
about legacy, pride, and 
celebrating who we are.” He 
also highlighted what sets 
Klimaxx apart. “Klimaxx 
is about bold presentation 
and authenticity. We don’t 
just put costumes on the 
road, we create an experi-
ence.”

Interest in the troupe has 
remained steady, even as 
economic factors influence 

decisions. 

“Interest has been steady. 
People love the concepts 
and designs, but economic 
factors are definitely affect-
ing decisions. Still, we con-
tinue to push and build mo-
mentum.” Looking ahead, 
Hall has a clear vision for 
the future. “The goal is to 
grow Klimaxx into one of 
the leading troupes, not just 
in St. Maarten but across 
the region. Building a brand 
that represents quality, cul-
ture, and consistency.”

He also stressed the impor-
tance of greater support 
for mas troupes. “We need 
more corporate sponsor-
ship and community sup-
port. Carnival plays a major 
role in culture and tourism, 
and mas troupes are a big 
part of that. More invest-
ment would allow us to ele-
vate the overall experience.” 

Despite everything, his 
commitment remains firm. 
“Despite the challenges, 
we remain committed to 
delivering a quality experi-
ence on the road. Klimaxx 
Karnival is built on passion, 
and we will continue to 
represent St. Maarten with 
pride and purpose.”

The troupe also extended 
thanks to its sponsors Flow, 
Essence and Mind, Sixt Car 
Rental, Victors Cosmetics, 
and GEBE for their support.
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As the 55th Carnival cele-
brations get underway, one 
event is placing a powerful 
spotlight on a sound that 
has defined the island for 
generations: the “Unforget-
table Big Band Culture” 
event is not just another 
addition to the calendar, 
but a deliberate tribute to 
the musical foundation of 
Carnival, reminding the 
public of the enduring role 
live bands have played in 
shaping the island’s cultur-
al identity.

According to St. Maarten 
Carnival Development 
Foundation (SCDF) repre-
sentative Michael Granger, 
the inspiration behind the 
event is deeply rooted in 
tradition and a desire to 
preserve what makes St. 
Maarten’s Carnival unique. 
“Big bands are a staple of 
our Carnival going back de-
cades. We wanted to remind 
folks that whether it is on 
the stage or the road, we love 
our big bands and will do our 
utmost to ensure that they 
always play a significant role 
in Carnival.”

The pulsating rhythm of 
Carnival finds one of its 
most electrifying expres-
sions in the fourth an-
nual Calypso Barbara 
Junior Calypso and Road 
March Competition and 
Dow’s Musical Founda-
tion’s (DMF) Junior Steel 
Band competition set for 
April 11.

This year’s event promises 
to be especially exciting, as 
a new generation of per-
formers step forward to 
deliver the kind of “jump-
up” songs that define the 
Carnival experience.

Isidore “The Mighty Dow” 
York offers insight into the 
Road March aspect of the 
competition. 

“The Road March com-
petition is judged on 
stage, where contestants 
perform their ‘jump-up’ 
songs. Traditionally, Road 
March winners were de-
termined by how often a 
song was played on the 
road, but in St. Maarten, it 
is now judged live.” 

York said this shift brings 
a dynamic immediacy to 

the competition, placing the 
spotlight squarely on per-
formance and audience en-
gagement in real time.

Eight young contestants will 
take part in this year’s Road 
March category, each bring-
ing their own style and en-
ergy. The line-up includes 
DreToofire, Bony Gyal, Is-
land Gyal, Princess Peter-
son, Mr. Bacchanal, Empress 
Jeweltz, Mr. Fantastic, and 
Queen A, with ages rang-
ing from 12 to 16 years old. 
While there are no compet-
ing bands, each artiste will 
be backed by a live band and 
enhanced by dancers and 
stage performances, creat-
ing a full, immersive show.

What sets Road March apart 
is its focus on vibe – the in-
tangible quality that makes a 
song irresistible on the road. 
York explains, “Judges eval-
uate which song has the best 
vibe for the road, looking 
at energy, melody, chorus, 
and overall performance. 
The key is how well the per-
former can move the crowd 
and create a song people 
would enjoy jamming to 
during Carnival.” It is this 
connection between artiste 

and audience that ultimately 
determines who claims the 
coveted title.

Participation in the program 
has seen a notable boost 
this year, signalling growing 
interest among young per-
formers. 

“Participation has increased 
significantly this year, with 
over 30 students initially in-
volved in training. Organiz-
ers expect continued growth 
and may introduce official 
eliminations in the future 
as interest in the program 
expands.” This surge in in-
volvement points to a thriv-
ing pipeline of talent, eager 
to contribute to the island’s 
musical landscape.

Winning the Road March ti-
tle carries significant weight. 
As York puts it, “The Road 
March title is a prestigious 
honour, as it recognizes 
the most impactful Carni-
val song. While tradition-
ally it meant being the most 
played on the road, today it 
still gives artistes recogni-
tion, exposure, and a strong 
reputation within the music 
scene.” For young artistes, 
it is both an achievement 

Road March Competition brings energy, 
youth, vibes to carnival stage

Unforgettable Big Band Culture event to 

celebrate the heartbeat of Carnival

and a stepping stone toward 
greater opportunities.

The event plays an impor-
tant role in strengthening 
the local music industry. 
“The competition helps 
grow the local music indus-
try by encouraging new tal-
ent, creating original music, 
and giving artistes exposure, 
while highlighting the need 
for greater support and 
year-round promotion of lo-
cal music.” In this way, Road 
March is not just a highlight 
of Carnival, but also a cata-
lyst for artistic development.

Organizing such an event, 
however, comes with its 
challenges. York candidly 
shares, “One of the main 
challenges this year was se-
curing financial support, 
along with the time and ef-
fort required to train and 
prepare young, mostly be-
ginner performers for the 
competition.” Despite these 
hurdles, the commitment to 
nurturing talent remains un-
wavering.

Looking ahead, there is a 
clear vision for growth and 
improvement. “There are 
ongoing plans to improve 

the competition, with a 
strong focus on building 
community support, en-
couraging consistent par-
ticipation, and fostering 
a greater appreciation for 
preserving and growing the 
culture among youth.” These 
efforts aim to ensure that 
Road March continues to 
evolve while staying rooted 
in tradition.

At its core, the competition 
is about more than just mu-
sic; it is about cultural pres-
ervation and empowerment. 
The competition supports 
local artistes by providing a 
platform to showcase their 
talent, while also preserving 
and continuing the island’s 
cultural traditions. This dual 
purpose makes it a vital part 
of the Carnival experience.

The community also plays 
a crucial role in shaping 
the event’s atmosphere and 
outcome. “The community 
plays a key role by attend-
ing the event, supporting 
the contestants, and creat-
ing an energetic atmosphere 
that motivates and inspires 
the performers.” That shared 
energy is what transforms a 
performance into a memo-

This year’s edition stands out 
for its singular focus. Unlike 
other events that may blend 
DJs and various entertain-
ment formats, this show-
case is dedicated entirely 
to live band performances. 
“The obvious aspect is: it is 
only bands on stage. There 
will also be a focus on newly 
established bands, which 
might not be fully ready for 
the road this Carnival, but 
deserve some shine on the 
stage.” That intentional deci-
sion creates space not only 
for seasoned musicians but 
also for emerging talent ea-
ger to make their mark.

The event will feature strictly 
local talent, reinforcing its 
role as a cultural preserva-
tion platform. “Strictly 100 
% local,” Granger said, un-
derscoring the importance 
of supporting home-grown 
musicians and giving them a 
prominent stage during such 
a milestone celebration.

Beyond entertainment, the 
event carries a deeper mis-
sion tied to heritage and in-
spiration. “Most of our solo 
artistes began their careers 

as part of a band. We pre-
serve our music and heri-
tage through them. As such, 
we have to support their 
beginnings and their plat-
forms (the bands) – which 
are springboards to so much 
more.” This connection be-
tween past and present is 
central to the event’s pur-
pose, creating a bridge for 
younger generations to un-
derstand and appreciate the 
roots of the music they enjoy 
today.

Granger explained that wit-
nessing live performances 
can have a lasting impact on 
aspiring musicians. “When 
upcoming young musicians 
see where some of their fa-
vourite artistes began, this 
serves as an inspiration for 
them to stay consistent in 
their art form. And this by 
extension benefits our cul-
ture as they become guard-
ians of same.” It is this cycle 
of inspiration and continuity 
that SCDF hopes to strength-
en through the event.

The decision to include the 
Unforgettable Big Band Cul-
ture event in the 55th anni-

versary line-up also responds 
to shifting trends within the 
Carnival landscape. “Mod-
ern Carnival festivities are 
seeing the strong growth of 
DJs. Bands are facing much 
higher costs than normal and 
this is dissuading many from 
participating. It was impor-
tant for us to remind every-
one that bands are a part of 
who we are. It is an issue that 
requires a larger discussion 
in the months following Car-
nival.” The event therefore 
serves as both a celebration 
and a call to action for great-
er support of live music.

Live bands, Granger noted, 
are essential to maintain-
ing the authenticity of St. 
Maarten’s Carnival sound. 
“St. Maarten Carnival has a 
particular sound. Like any 
other Caribbean island, our 
Carnival sound is totally 
different. Grenada has the 
‘jan’ sounds, Trinidad has 
that power soca sound, St. 
Maarten has what we call a 
‘jam band’ sound. Very dif-
ficult to describe in writing, 
but in tone and tempo and 
style, it’s unique, especially 
to the North-Eastern Carib-

bean. The USVI has a similar 
sound. Our bands must al-
ways do their best to main-
tain and elevate that sound.”

The event is also designed 
to bring together a diverse 
audience, recognising that 
both young and older gen-
erations play a role in sus-
taining big band culture. 
“We hope to attract a cross 
section of youth and adults, 
as both are significant to big 
band culture. The youth have 
to take up interest in music, 
and the adults have to ensure 
that they facilitate the youth 
development in the art form. 
Seeing it live on stage is im-
portant to that process.”

Public response so far has 
been encouraging, signalling 
strong anticipation ahead 
of the event. “Excellent, we 
hope to see it translated 
in numbers in the Village,” 
Granger shared, expressing 
optimism that the enthusi-
asm will carry through to at-
tendance.

Behind the scenes, efforts 
are being made to ensure a 
seamless production. “Our 

rable Carnival moment.

The event will be held on 
April 11 at the Jocelyn 
Arndell Festival Village. 
Gates open at 5:30pm, 
with the show starting 
at 6:00pm, featuring the 
Steelpan Showdown, fol-
lowed by the Calypso and 
Road March competitions. 
It promises to be an eve-
ning packed with rhythm, 
talent, and celebration.

The stakes are high, with 
the Road March winner 
taking home US $1,000, 
along with the recognition 
that comes with claiming 
one of Carnival’s most cel-
ebrated titles.

As the music builds and 
the crowd responds, the 
Road March competition 
will once again prove why 
it remains a cornerstone 
of Carnival. With young 
performers bringing fresh 
energy and creativity to the 
stage, this year’s event is 
set to deliver unforgettable 
moments and reaffirm the 
power of music to unite, in-
spire, and keep the spirit of 
Carnival alive.

sound team, Sound 2000, 
always ensures the produc-
tion is smooth – of that we 
have no doubt. That is never 
a concern, and the public 
can expect the same.” With 
experienced professionals 
handling the technical as-
pects, patrons can expect a 
polished and high-quality 
experience.

Ultimately, the message 
to the public is clear and 
heartfelt: “This is your op-
portunity to come out and 
show support for local bands 
– something the public has 
suggested we do more of. We 
listened and will present on 
stage a few terrific bands that 
are looking forward to your 
support.” 

In a Carnival season filled 
with excitement, the Unfor-
gettable Big Band Culture 
event stands as a powerful 
reminder that the roots of 
the festival are just as impor-
tant as its evolution, and the 
sound of live bands contin-
ues to define the spirit of St. 
Maarten.
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TTHHRREEEE  QQUUEEEENNSS  TTOO  BBEE  CCRROOWWNNEEDD
AAtt  JJoocceellyynn  AArrnnddeellll  FFeessttiivvaall  VViillllaaggee

The spotlight is set. The 
stage is calling. This 
Carnival season in St. 
Maarten, there will be 
three spectacular nights 
of beauty, culture, and 
competition – ready to 
captivate audiences like 
never before. From ris-
ing stars to seasoned 
ambassadors of Carib-
bean elegance, the Teen 
Pageant, Senior Pageant, 
and Caribbean Queen 
Pageant are more than 
pretty shows, they are de-
fining moments combin-
ing beauty, culture, con-

fidence and competition.

Caribbean Queen Pag-
eant
The crown jewel of the se-
ries is hosted on Wednes-
day, April 15. This electri-
fying night brings together 
queens from across the 
Caribbean, all competing 
for regional supremacy 
in a celebration of unity, 
culture, and beauty. Ex-
pect stunning costumes, 
powerful interviews, and 
spectacular performanc-
es.  There will be live mu-
sic and dancing as well as 

food and drinks available 
for purchase. With contes-
tants representing multi-
ple islands and competing 
for major titles and prizes, 
this is a must-see interna-
tional showcase of Carib-
bean pride.

Teen Carnival Queen 
Pageant
On Monday, April 20, 
watch the next genera-
tion of queens take centre 
stage. These young, vibrant 
contestants bring energy, 
creativity, and fearless am-
bition as they compete in 

talent, speech, and daz-
zling presentations. Com-
peting for the teen crown 
are contestants Z’naiyrah 
George, D’angelique 
Harregan, Chrisincia 
Mathew, Dwanijsha Reid 
and Aalyah Ash, among 
others. This is where fu-
ture leaders are born and 
where the crowd discovers 
new favourites.

Senior Carnival Queen 
Pageant
Also on April 20, elegance 
meets excellence in one 
of Carnival’s most presti-

gious titles. Contestants 
will command the stage 
with poise, intelligence, 
and powerful perfor-
mances as they compete 
for the crown and the 
honour of representing 
Sint Maarten on a regional 
level. Competing for the 
senior crown are contes-
tants Breyenne Brown, 
Taylor Brown and Leann 
Richardson, among oth-
ers. This pageant is not 
just a competition – it’s a 
gateway to international 
representation, with win-
ners going on to compete 

across the Caribbean. 

Seats fill quickly every 
year, and with three ma-
jor pageants back-to-back, 
demand is even higher. 
Be ready to witness cher-
ished moments, power-
ful performances, and the 
crowning of queens who 
will represent the spirit of 
St. Maarten. So, make your 
plans to arrive a bit early to 
secure your tickets and be 
part of the magic! 

Visit sxmcarnival.life for 
more information.
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