MAC High ﬁrst to offer St. Maarten
history and geography as subjects
The Methodist Agogic
Center (MAC) High
School is the first highschool on St. Maarten to
offer St. Maarten history
and geography as an
option in its curriculum.
Specifically touching on
the Caribbean and St.
Maarten-based topics, the
school teaches in-depth
history of the country,
as well as the different
geographical structures
and phenomena that are
around this region.

Fe a t u r e

After talking to a
few
students
who
chose history, it was
understood that they
have been learning about
aspects such as the
different
progressions
of the industrial cycle
of St. Maarten and
the
Caribbean,
the
colonization
timeline
of the island, and the
history of the people of
St. Maarten.
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In
relation
to
the
geography students, they

are touching on topics
such as the different
landforms and natural
systems of the earth
such as plate tectonics
and weathering, various
mapping skills consisting
of lines of latitude and
longitude, scales and
gradients along with the
structures of the earth
including volcanoes and
mountains. These topics
are all normally taught
in geography, however,
the majority of the focus
now is on the Caribbean
and how these different
elements work and have Being located in the
had an effect in the Caribbean, it’s a good
region.
thing that we as residents

should be taught more
about the history and
structure of our own
lands, and it is encouraged
that other schools also
add these choices to their
curriculums making for a
more unified region.
In June 2021, Teen
Times
submitted
a
request to Parliament to
facilitate the inclusion
of St. Maarten history
in the secondary school
curriculum. Teen Times
believes that adding the
country’s history to the

school curriculum is a
priority for young people.
“For far too long we have
sat back and watched our
young people inundated
with this history of
Europe and, in some
schools, of the United
States. While we believe
this is also necessary
and do not want to
diminish the importance
of global history, only in
very limited instances
on the primary school
level is anything about
St. Maarten’s history
actually taught.
“Our students therefore
lack valuable knowledge
of their history as
compared to their peers
in the wider Caribbean,
in particular on the
secondary school level,”
said Teen Times.
The group suggested
that some schools can
host a pilot project
whereby the curriculum’s
implementation could be
assessed, and emphasized
that any implementation
should
include
thorough
planning,
teacher training, and
project monitoring and
assessment.

The state of education is a
shameful embarrassment
We are in the year 2022. But
if you read the 62-page report
on the state of education in St.
Maarten, you would swear we
are in the 50s trying to develop
a decent education system. The
report was recently presented
to Parliament by Education
Minister Rudolphe Samuel. It
is a head-shaking read and an
amazing eye-opener to where we
are with our educational system
and why that system continues to
fail the youth of St. Maarten.
Sure, we celebrate great academic
successes of some of our students,
but we dare say that our students
excel in spite of, not because of,
the education system which is
more like a hindrance to their
education journey. To be clear,
the problems of our education
system cannot and should not
be placed on the shoulders of the
current Minister of Education.
He just has the misfortune of
having to be its steward currently.
The Inspectorate of Education
made several recommendations
in the report that would make
any one go: “You mean to say we
don’t even have that in place?”
In 2022?! It has been clear to us
at Teen Times for more than two
decades that the system is a failed
one. It needs to be torn down and
rebuilt on the foundations of our
realities here in St. Maarten. Our
realities of culture, immigration,
labour, and realistic future goals.
The 62-page report is just 62 pages
of problem after problem. There
is no silver lining and it paints a
picture of a hopeless situation.
We use the term “hopeless”
because there is no way that
the Ministry of Education in its
current structure can eﬀectively
address the myriad of problems
in education.
This is clearly acknowledged in
the report when the inspectorate
recommended the development
of a “Mature” governance
structure for education. The
fact that an inspectorate of
education saw it ﬁt to use the
word “mature” in a report to
the Council of Ministers and
Parliament of St. Maarten is a
“wow” statement that should not
go unnoticed. It speaks to the
infantile, unprofessional ways
that education has been handled
over the years and completed
ignored.
Imagine in 2022, the inspectorate
had to write this in the report:
“Good education requires sound
educational institutions where
teachers, school managers and
school boards work together
eﬀectively. Good governance
includes internal and external
supervision, accountability, and
participation. Currently, there are
shortcomings in the governance
structure of the education system
on Sint Maarten. For instance,
public schools do not have a
fully independent school board
and some school boards lack

an independent and established
supervisory board. We, therefore,
recommend developing a mature
governance structure in which
school boards have suﬃcient
control, in which supervisory
boards support school boards and
correct them where necessary, and
in which employee and student
participation has a full-ﬂedged
position.”
In other words, cooperation by
all responsible for the provision
of good education is an essential
missing factor. Why would the
Inspectorate of Education have
to put this in a report in 2022?
It means that everything they
recommended is lacking in our
school system and an obstacle to
good education. The inspectorate
also noted the absence of some
basic level conditions to ensure the
continuity of good education.
And, what are these basics we
are talking about in 2022? Mind
you, we are in the 21st century
when our conversations about
education should be on a higher
more developed level in an ever
changing world. These are the
basics we still need in St. Maarten
according to the Inspectorate:
“…..the maintenance of school
buildings, up-to-date teaching
materials and ICT facilities, and
enough qualiﬁed personnel. Unless
these conditions are fulﬁlled,
the core functions of education
- qualiﬁcation, allocation, and
socialization - are at risk of being
compromised. We have observed
that education on Sint Maarten is
struggling in the face of structural
deﬁciencies
in
these
basic
conditions. Such shortcomings
permanently disrupt the education
system and mean that the talents
of students cannot be fully utilized.
We, therefore, recommend realizing
and maintaining basic conditions
for good education on a structural
basis.”
Incredible! At this pace, when
will we catch up to the rest of the
Caribbean? In 2060?
The Inspectorate added that the
failure to realize basic conditions
- in all the domains mentioned
above – is having a major impact
on the quality of education. “We
therefore recommend realizing and
maintaining the basic conditions
for good education. One priority
in this regard would be to ensure
adequate housing and necessary
maintenance of school buildings.
Even though everyone agrees all
hurricane-damaged roofs need to
be repaired, this process so far is
taking 5 years and counting. The
obvious recommendation is for
the government to accelerate this
process necessary.
Support for teachers by appointing
(extra) remedial teachers is another
quick win that was mentioned
earlier in this report. Lastly, and
in addition to current eﬀorts, we
recommend making the most of
opportunities for cooperation and
expertise sharing in the region

and between the countries of
the kingdom when it comes to
addressing teacher shortages.
Kibrahacha - Partnerschap Samen
Opleiden Caribisch Gebied is a
good example of such cooperation.
Twinning institutions in the region
and within the kingdom can also
yield worthwhile results.”
The report goes on to delve
into ﬁnancing, absentee rates
of students and teachers, and
factors aﬀecting both, language
of instruction etc. It is a report
that we intend to dissect this
school year. In the meantime
however, we believe that unless a
drastic change is made, none of
these issues will be solved. The
issue of education, which should
go hand-in-hand with labour,
should get a specially appointed
“Junior Education Minister” or
something of the sort that will
focus exclusively on the state of
education, with this report as a
guide.
Just stop all of the usual talk,
forget about the pet projects and
say: Ok, lets tackle these issues
once and for all. We have the

know-how, we just don’t have the
will, political or otherwise. How does
the government have the stomach
to sit and boast about competitions
for youth business plans, accept and
celebrate mediocre exam results, and
give speeches at graduations about
striving to be the best, when the
system they are responsible for stunts
“the best” they are asking young
people to strive for.
The Minister of Education should
have gone to Parliament and say
“Members of Parliament, I am
ashamed of this report. It’s full of
problems and all I want to do now is
get to work on changing the structure
and the culture within education.”
Again, we are not saying it is his fault,
but unfortunately Minister, it is your
turn up to bat. Will you strike out
or swing for the fences and give our
youth a system they deserve to have
to prepare them for the world and as
future leaders of their country?
We shall see.
(If you would like a copy of the
report feel free to email us at:
teentimessxm@gmail.com)
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Ashma Berkel: Making
people smile

By Lavisha Dadlani

Fe a t u r e

Every community has a few
individuals who tend to go above
and beyond to make a diﬀerence
in their society, spread positivity
and always radiate happiness.
Ashma Berkel is one such lady
who has touched the lives of many
and continues to constantly make
an impact on the island. Her
involvement in many noteworthy
organizations makes her an
excellent role model, especially for
our youth. An interview with Ms.
Berkel further explains why she
and her good deeds deserve to be
recognized.

the organizations host or take part
in annually/ frequently?
CIFSEF/LFC: Since the start of the
pandemic in 2020, we were forced
to shift our day-to-day activities and
focus on ways we can better assist our
communities to be prepared for the
labour market when it booms back, but
also immediately provide assistance
to families with basic needs such as
food parcels, hygiene kits, clothing
distribution, and assistance with ﬁling
of documentation for support. The
biggest demand is the food parcels
and snack bags distribution. The need
always grows every time we go out
as more individuals and families are
1.
What organizations are identiﬁed.
you a part of (brief synopsis of
each) and for how long now?
We do our best to execute projects
on a monthly basis, but we depend on
I am part of several organizations donations and funding to make this
namely:
possible. *Any monetary donations
can only be given once provided with
a bank account number upon request
from Ms. Ashma. But, preferable food/
Workers Institute for clothing items can be dropped oﬀ at the
Organized
Labor
(WIFOL): WIFOL building (Pond Fill Road 89,
This is one of the biggest union Phillipsburg), making sure that they
representation on the Dutch side of are addressed to CIFSEF, WIFOL or
the island, but remains an advocate Leaders for Change to avoid mix-ups.
for workers’ rights. I was previously Gift vouchers for stores like groceries
a board member and later carried to are also accepted.
the portfolio of Secretary of Finance
and Cooperatives for eight years.
Caribbean Institute for
Social Education Foundation Board We also participate in SXM Doet. We
(CIFSEF): I’ve been part of this submitted projects to enhance our
foundation for 13 years as a Certiﬁed institution in order to better serve our
Hospitality and Computer Skills communities and meet the needs of
Trainer and Project Coordinator.
the most vulnerable groups.
I was recently appointed
as Special Olympics St. Maarten 5.
What is your main purpose
Liaison Coordinator.
in taking part in community service
Member supporter of and/or volunteer projects?
Soroptimist International French
St. Martin, two years Champion of
My main purpose is to put a smile
women’s rights worldwide.
on someone’s face and to remind the
Lastly,
Founder
and
country that together we can eradicate
President of Leaders for Change
poverty, no person should go to sleep
(LFC)- for ﬁve years- which is a
hungry.
place where leaders come together
to discuss prime issues within our
What is your favorite part
communities and ﬁnd ways to 6.
address them by seeking funding about being a member of these
and executing projects. We aim to groups and volunteering?
reach the most vulnerable persons
within our communities.
I could say listening to the stories of
our beneﬁciaries of where they were
and how they got to where they are
2.
How did you get into today. But honestly, just taking time to
show them that there are people who
volunteering?
care and want to help and letting them
This stems from a little child. I know that they are special no matter
always wanted to share everything the circumstance.
with anyone who wanted it. This
never left me and being given the
opportunity to work in places where
I was able to see the vulnerable
situations within our communities,
opened my eyes even more to reach
as many people as possible by doing
one kind thing that would put a
smile on someone’s face.
3.
What is/are your role(s)
in them? Why do you think your
role(s) is/are a good ﬁt for you?
In most of my functions I carry the
role of project manager or team
leader. I believe that is because
of my ability to communicate
eﬀectively with my team and
beneﬁciaries as well as to listen to
the needs of the people. Initiating,
executing and a successful closure
of any project is very important to
me as this determines the success
scale of the project.
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4.

What are some projects

7.
Describe an experience
during volunteering that has stuck
with you.
I have 2 recent experiences
to tell:
Back in December, we did
a major distribution in collaboration
with the Ministry of VSA and Cay Bay
Community Council and whilst we
were in one of the projects a little boy
ran up to me out of nowhere with the
biggest smile thanking us for giving
him his ﬁrst Christmas present, as his
Mother could not aﬀord to buy one at
the time. His little arms squeezed my
neck so tight I could feel his love and
he did not want to let go.
Last week, I was delivering
some desserts and meals to a homeless
group of men and unfortunately I was
down to one food bag. I then met a
guy who explained to me that he and
his friends normally get food during
the week but, on the weekend they are
on their own. So I explained to him
who I am and the work I do. He was so

happy that I took time to talk to him
before oﬀering him the meal which
he gladly accepted. In my presence,
he shared that one meal with all his
friends and they were grateful to have
something to eat after two days of
nothing.

I would say patience, humbleness,
and humility.
12.
What
kind
of
characteristics
do
your
organization look for in new
volunteers/ members?

We look for people who are humble,
8.
What would you say to have a leader mentality, willing
encourage young people to take to learn new things, open to new
part in these organizations (CIFSEF, experience and a giver at heart.
WIFOL) or other volunteer groups
in general?
13.
How can any interested
readers join CIFSEF or WIFOL?
I encourage you to always give back
as we never know where we may end
They are welcome to reach out
up in life and it truly is a joy to be a
to me via “Whatsapp” or email
giver. It only takes one person to make
whereby I will schedule a meeting
a diﬀerence.
so more information can be shared
before making a decision.
9.
Who or what is your
motivation in staying consistent
Ms. Ashma added, “Many people
with the work you do?
approach us about the work the
team does and want to be part of
My biggest motivation is my children the organization but, when hit with
as they are also involved with the the reality of the diﬃcult situations
work I do. Even when I am tired they and challenges that some people are
remind me that the man up the road experiencing, it surpasses the level
and the little boy are waiting for you for them to cope. So, we encourage
today. My kids pray for the homeless people to give in any form that you
and always ask God to bless them; this feel comfortable doing and make
alone is my fuel to keep on going.
sure that at the end of the day you
love what you do.”
10.
What causes are you most From reading this article, it is
passionate about?
evident that Ashma Berkel is
selﬂess and stays devoted to giving
I am an advocate of women’s rights; the less fortunate a reason to smile,
I truly believe in gender equality. even in the toughest of situations.
I am also a champion on workers’ Instilling her values in her children
rights. And, as a humanitarian and and members, Ms. Berkel deﬁnitely
volunteer at heart, giving to the most plays a huge role in inﬂuencing
vulnerable groups such as: rough the mentality and way of living for
sleepers, homeless community, single many. We all should adopt some
parent household, troubled children, ways of her ways of doing and
abused women and families facing thinking to eﬃciently fulﬁll our
roles in bettering our communities;
diﬃculties, is deﬁnitely a major one.
as Ashma says, “it only takes one
person to make a diﬀerence.”
11.
What skills do you notice
you have gained after being a
volunteer for 15 years?

Internationalization:
St. Dominic Drama
Competition
(This event took place a few we get the chance to broadcast
months ago, but due to publishing our talents to others while also
issues it is being published now).
learning and gaining experiences
from them.
Earlier this year, St. Dominic
High School hosted a drama 2.
What do you think
competition for its students. The about the theme of the drama
winners will travel to Italy for competition and what is your
the internationalization project- standpoint on bullying?
a project that aims to put St. We think that the theme is very
Maarten on the map!
important so that we can bring
awareness to how bullying aﬀects
Internationalization
projects the youth and its consequences.
facilitate
collaboration We think bullying is very immoral
internationally and locally by because you don’t know what’s
allowing people from all over happening in someone’s life and
the world to share cultures and this could aﬀect them so greatly
experience lives in each other’s that it could lead to self harm.
shoes. The goal of the international
policy at St. Dominic High is to 3.
How did you come up
promote a global education so that with your drama act?
today’s youth can begin to value When we knew we got selected to
cultural diversity. Additionally, participate we were very excited
exposing students and teachers and decided to make our drama
to education in many regions of act unique. Instead of a bigger
the globe to further encourage person being the bully, we decided
a cross-curriculum education to make the smaller person the
system.
bully because we think bullying
comes in all forms.
This year, the planning and
organization was led by Ms. 4.
What do you know
Sinatra Rouse along with 3 about the opportunities you will
IB students and additional be given in Italy?
volunteers. The event was on We will record a video of our
Friday, March 18, in which three drama act and present it to peers
teams participated. The students from Italy. Since our act is unique
were tasked with creating a we think they will be shocked
drama show that depicts bullying as well as understand that
in hopes of preventing that type bullying can look like anything.
of behavior. The winners will Hopefully, they can also gain
link with peers in Italy as well as more knowledge on the topic. We
exchange and explore cultures, hope to learn more about their
languages and ideas.
culture and history and get to see
the beauty in their way of life.
Below an interview with the
winning team demonstrating 5.
Would you like to
their experience.
take up more opportunities in
internationalization projects in
1.
What
does the future?
internationalization mean to We would love to take part in
future projects like this and
you?
We, the winners of the Drama would deﬁnitely take up any
competition - Jaëda and Dustin, opportunities given to us. We also
are so happy to be involved in encourage others to take part in
the internationalization project. these projects since it’s important
Internationalization to us means for St. Maarten to share our
making
people
worldwide culture with various countries.
aware of our values and ideas.
It is important since we are two 6.
What
is
one
students from a small island and international project you would

like to see in the future?
We would love to collaborate with
the country of Guyana since it is
our second home town and thus
exchange cultural experience
with them. We would love to gain
knowledge about their lifestyle

and community as well as share
our own cultural norms. We
would discuss some cultural
dishes and historical sites in St.
Maarten as we think that it is a
prominent part of our culture.

Fe a t u r e

By Diya Rajpal
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Should St. Maarten
lower the legal
driving age to 16?
By Ivan Wu
Teenagers in St. Maarten should be
given the rights to obtaining a driver’s
licence at the age of 16. At this age,
these “young adults” attend various
activities which may be obligatory
for school, small jobs, extracurricular
activities,
volunteering
at
an
organization or even for important
personal concerns.

T

Fe a t u r e

eenagers will, therefore, need
a mode of transport to arrive
at the destinations of these
activities. They would either need to
ask their parents for a ride, catch a
bus or plan ahead on which transport
will be available to arrive at that
destination. On certain occasions,
parents may not have the time or
display the eagerness to give you
a ride. It can also be argued that
the buses on St. Maarten have very
general stops causing passengers to
walk to their main destination which
may lead to parents or even the child
expressing a sense of discomfort when
taking this public transport. These
are only a fraction of the reasons
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why a teenager may not be able to
attend a compulsory event which
may be likely to cause inevitable and
unfavorable outcomes.
Moreover, teenagers being allowed

to drive at an earlier age than 18 will
increase their independence in this
world as relying on other people will
not always be their main options.
This may sound very appealing
to the majority, but alas there are
disadvantages to this idea - where
some are fatal.
According to the Highway Safety
Association (in the US), teenage
drivers are 1.6 times more likely to end
up in a vehicle accident. Additionally,
the CDC (Center for Disease Control
and Prevention) released an article
which stated that roughly 2,400
teens aged 13-19 in the US were
killed in crashes plus a staggering
estimate of 258,000 teens received
treatment in emergency rooms for
injuries sustained in motor vehicle
accidents. These ﬁgures suggest the

irresponsible and reckless driving of
teens. On the contrary, this does not
only mean that adults do not end up
in fatal accidents caused by reckless
and irresponsible driving!
This suggestion, once accompanied
with the appropriate rules and
regulations, has potential in becoming
an asset for the St. Maarten youth.
Resources
https://www.cdc.gov/
transportationsafety/teen_drivers/
teendrivers_factsheet.html
https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/
teen-driving
ht t p s : / / w w w. h g . o rg / l e g a l articles/the-dangers-of-teenagedriving-29727

Do schools have
a safe place for
students to go?
by Saheli Kirpalani & Lavina Ramchandani

Schools are supposed to provide
safe spaces for their students to
go to in times of need, whether
that be a trusted adult, school
counselor, or simply a safe and
friendly environment for students
to express themselves truthfully.
Currently, there is a global mental
health crisis happening, and it
is therefore more important for
schools to be a safe haven for
students that need help and a place
where they can feel seen now more
than ever. However, according to
the responses of a survey done
with students from various schools
on the island, there is a lack of
suﬃcient counseling available in
their institutions.
Approximately 50 per cent of the
responses stated that students had
a bad experience with a counselor
in their school due to lack of
conﬁdentiality or unprofessional
treatment in regards to privacy.
Many students also expressed
that there are not many places for
young children and students to
go in the country when they are
in need of professional help or
they simply lack access to these
resources. Nevertheless, students
took this opportunity to suggest
several solutions to this issue. The
most common response was that
all schools in the country should
employ a mental health professional
that specializes in the ﬁeld of child
psychology, and each party should
sign a contract to ensure that a
breach of conﬁdentiality does
not take place. Furthermore, the
majority of the students agreed
that a mental health class should
be implemented in all schools,
especially secondary schools.
There are so many external and
internal factors that can aﬀect
students’ mental health, especially
with the presence of social media in
the forefront of most of their daily
lives. Therefore, it is extremely
important to spread awareness on

the various forms through which
anxiety, stress, and depression can
manifest in a student’s well being,
and what the healthy ways to deal
with their emotions are. If schools
can incorporate extra academic
classes, they should deﬁnitely work
towards increasing the eﬀort that
is put into implementing a space
where students can feel safe, valid,
seen, and heard. It is essential for
teachers to establish a personal
and trustworthy connection with
the students in order to take a
step into creating a safe learning
environment. Hence, we implore
school authorities to take a deeper
look into ways in which they can
create a safer environment for their
students.

Fe a t u r e

Back in the days, a guidance
counselor used to work mostly
in secondary schools assisting
students with scheduling their
classes and making decisions about
their future plans. However, today’s
school counselors are taught to
identify mental health concerns in
adolescents before a crisis arises
as well as have a wide range of
responsibilities. There were quite
a few complaints from our youth
about their experiences with
school counselors on St. Maarten,
therefore a survey was created
and sent to several students from
various schools to ﬁnd out the
truth of what is happening in our
schools. The responses received
are quite shocking!
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Do you believe lockers/
storage space are required
for fourth and fifth
formers?
By Lavina Ramchandani

Fe a t u r e

Some
people
agree,
while others disagree.
I strongly believe that
fourth and ﬁfth formers
require
lockers/storage
space. Students carry a
large number of heavy
textbooks and notebooks,
SBAs, and other important
papers/documents/
folders, phones, laptops,
or cash on a daily basis.
As a high school student, I
observed, experienced, and
understood this personally.
Keeping the new generation
in mind, I feel that lockers/
storage
space
would
deﬁnitely be beneﬁcial and
an added source of comfort
and security.

10

Carrying heavy textbooks
and laptops may be harsh
on your health. Carrying
these heavy books in your
backpack and walking to
classes with that large load
could cause complications
for the students. This can
result in major concerns
such as neck and back
discomfort, as well as poor

posture. Giving students
a safe place to keep their
belongings when they are
not in use would assist to
decrease their backload and
relieve some of these health
risks. Being rid of constant
aches and pains will also
allow pupils to concentrate
better on their schoolwork.
Another plus point of school
lockers for the fourth and
ﬁfth formers is that they
boost students’ security.
Students are increasingly
bringing their gadgets to
school to study as a result
of the fairly new adoption
of e-textbooks. Students
cannot always keep an
eye on their belongings,
considering the periods
when they are in PE/ gym
classes, for example, when
their personal items are
vulnerable to theft. As a
result, having a school
locker decreases the risk
of student items being
damaged or stolen. It
also
provides
parents
and children with the

assurance that valuable
belongings will be carefully
stored throughout the
school day eliminating any
complications or worries of
it being stolen.

To summarize, not only
are school lockers helpful,
but there are also very few
convincing reasons against
their use. A situation where
the pros do outweigh the

cons, helps in showing
that the students’ health,
privacy and convenience
is in the forefront of the
school’s priorities.

Roe v. Wade Overturned vs
Adoption and Foster Care
By: Jessica Su

Roe v. Wade, established in
1973, has constitutionally
protected the right to
abortion for nearly half
a century. While many
people viewed Roe v. Wade
as the case that “legalized
abortion”, it’s purpose is to
change the way states can
regulate abortion. It has
redeﬁned abortion as an act
covered by constitutional
rights of privacy.
Furthermore,
this
suppression of rights in
an attempt to outlaw all
abortions will not have
the desired eﬀect that the
court intended. Abortion
was regarded as a strategy
for family planning where
pregnancies occur when
the parent is capable of
fully supporting a family.
Now women no longer have
the option of reversing a
deed, whether intentional
or not, which will lead to
consequences on both the
mother and child(ren) as
the proper ﬁnance, care and
attention will be insuﬃcient.
Despite the court’s ruling,
women will continue to seek
and desire abortions whether
for medical or personal
reasons, or even the trauma
of sexual assault. This has led

although
the
magnitude
of
these
changes
is uncertain. If
nothing is done
to address this
situation,
many
children
will
suﬀer.
Works Cited:
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Kala. “The
Consequences
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to the discussion concerning be placed in foster care or
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Networks, 27 Mar. 2018,
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Diﬀerences and
Already experts predict
Similarities.” TFI, 9 May
The issue stems from an increase in teen births,
2018.
those who believe that “a higher rates of childhood
fetus has rights” while also poverty, and lower female
condemning children to labor-force
participation,
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As of June 24, 2022, Roe v.
Wade has been overturned
following
the
United
States Supreme Court’s
ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health.
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Notable Women
in STEM
By Lavisha Dadlani
By now, many of us have become accustomed to hearing
the term STEM, which is an acronym for science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics. You may have
also heard of all the great ﬁnancial beneﬁts that follow
obtaining a degree in any of these ﬁelds. However, do you
actually know what STEM is? It is way more than just a
catchy acronym. STEM education integrates concepts
that are usually taught as separate subjects in diﬀerent
classes and emphasizes the application of knowledge
to real-life situations. Now. you are wondering why we
chose to highlight women in STEM in particular.
Well, the achievements of these women show that the
mature expression of sophisticated human capacities
depends upon a complex interaction between biological
endowment and cultural and educational opportunity
(that is, nature and nurture), and is not due to any
innate diﬀerences between the sexes. Despite many
individuals in their time not being supportive of women’s
involvement in STEM, these women have fought against
all odds and truly exhibit that success is the best revenge.
Their achievements and hard work paved the way for
many generations of women to follow in their footsteps.
Moreover, today well over half of all college graduates
are women.
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Here, we highlight some pioneering women in STEM,
who signiﬁcantly made an impact on the world and
deﬁed gender gaps.
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1. Marie Skłodowska Curie
Education: Marie Curie jumped at the chance
to study at a university in France after her sister
oﬀered it to her. In 1891, she relocated to France
and began studying physics and mathematics at
Sorbonne University in Paris.
Achievements: In 1903, she received the Nobel
Prize in Physics, and in 1911, she received the
Nobel Prize in Chemistry. She was the ﬁrst
woman to hold a post as a professor at the University of Paris,
taking up her husband’s position as Professor of General
Physics in Sorbonne, Paris, after his untimely death in 1906.
She was also named director of the Curie Laboratory at the
University of Paris’ Radium Institute, which was formed
in 1914. The ﬁndings of Marie Curie are in the science of
radioactivity.
2. Rosalind Franklin
Education: Rosalind Franklin went to a private school close
to her house when she was a child. She was then moved to
Lindores School for Ladies at the age of nine. In the year 1931,
Rosalind Franklin was 11 years old and enrolled at St. Paul’s
Girl’s School, one of the few institutions in the country to oﬀer
science as a subject to girls. She graduated from high school
in 1938 to pursue her study at the University of Cambridge.
She majored in Natural Sciences at the university, and sat her
ﬁnal examinations, graduating with second honours after
three years at the institution.
Achievements: Many people remember Rosalind Franklin
for her discoveries into the structure of DNA, coal, graphite,
and viruses. Despite her eﬀorts, she was not acknowledged in
the realm of science and hence did not get an award. This is
because her well-deserved credit was snatched away from her
by her male colleagues, who were shown Photo 51, a crucial
image for deciphering DNA structure, that Rosalind Franklin
took. The image was shown to them without Franklin’s
knowledge. Despite this, only her male colleagues James
Watson, Francis Crick, and Maurice Wilkins were awarded
the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1962 for their
work.
3. Katherine Johnson
Education: Katherine Johnson breezed through her lessons
and passed eighth grade at the tender age of 10, thanks to
her exceptional aptitude for mathematics. She went to West
Virginia High School, after which she transferred to West
Virginia State College to pursue her studies, majoring in
mathematics and French.
Achievements: In the year 1999, she was named Outstanding

Alumnus of West Virginia State College.
On November 24, 2015, Barack Obama
presented her with a presidential medal.
The Silvery Snoopy Award was given
to her in recognition of her eﬀorts at
NASA. Katherine Johnson’s mathematical
expertise assisted NASA’s ﬁrst crewed
mission to arrive on the moon in 1969,
paving the path for women of colour in
STEM professions.
4.
Tu YouYou:
Education: Tu YouYou attended private
schools for her education, but was
forced to take a two-year sabbatical after being aﬄicted
with tuberculosis. Her recuperation inspired her to seek a
profession in medicine. After graduating from Ningbo High
School in 1951, she took and passed an admission test that
permitted her to enroll in the Department of Pharmacology
at Peking University Medical School.
Achievements: In 2015, she became the ﬁrst Chinese woman
to win the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. Despite
living in a society that discouraged women from pursuing
STEM careers, she was able to save millions of lives in South
America, Africa, South China, and Southeast Asia after
ﬁnding and utilizing artemisinin and dihydroartemisinic to
cure malaria.
5. Kalpana Chawla:
Education: Kalpana Chawla attended the Tagore Baal Niketan
Senior Secondary School in Karnal, India, in her early years.
She then graduated from Punjab Engineering College with a
Bachelor’s Degree in aeronautical engineering. In 1988, she
moved to the United States, where she got a Master’s Degree
from the University of Texas and a Ph.D. in aeronautical
engineering from the University of Colorado.
Achievements: She was the ﬁrst Indian woman in space
and the ﬁrst Indian-American astronaut. She ﬁrst ﬂew into
space as a mission specialist and principal robotic arm
operator aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia in 1997. She
started working as vice president of Overset Methods, Inc. at
NASA Ames Research Center in 1988, where she undertook
CFD research on Vertical/Short Takeoﬀ and Landing ideas.
Kalpana had Commercial Pilot licences for single and multiengine aircraft, seaplanes, and gliders, as well as a Certiﬁcated
Flight Instructor rating for airplanes and gliders. In March
1995, Kalpana Chawla joined the NASA Astronaut Corps
and was chosen for her ﬁrst trip in 1996. Kalpana Chawla
tragically perished in the Space Shuttle Columbia accident on
February 1, 2003, when the shuttle destroyed over Texas. She
received the Congressional Space Medal of Honor, the NASA
Space Flight Medal, and the NASA Distinguished Service
Medal after her death.

Technology Takeover
I am writing this to bring across
my vision and thoughts about
changing the school system to
a technological one. Through
this article, I will discuss both
the pros and cons to this idea to
generate a well-rounded point of
view.
The majority of us students walk
around their schools every day
with a bag of “bricks” on our
back. I propose a solution to
this inconvenient and unhealthy
issue, which is to adopt a more
advanced and technical type of
school system. More speciﬁcally,
using e-books to study and take
notes, replacing the physical
books we read and taking notes
with online programmes of the
school’s choice.
Now, let’s take a look at the pros
and cons at hand. Some pros:
Students will carry lighter bags.
Teachers will not have to struggle
to read handwriting.
It will be easier for students
to take notes and safely store
important information in ﬁles or
USB drives.
Another beneﬁt is that laptops are
easily portable, so you can work
from anywhere, as long as you
have an Internet connection. You
can even hand in assignments
from home.
The cons of this idea include:
Every student may not be able to
aﬀord a digital device.
If/when the electricity goes oﬀ,
the unavailability of the internet
will hinder productivity.
Looking at a screen for a long,
continuous amount of time can
damage your eyes in the long
term.
And lastly, some people actually
prefer having a physical book.
In the end, it can be said that

this idea really has its good and is becoming more prominent
bad qualities, but living in the by the day, this idea should be
21st century where technology given some thought and hopefully

implemented in hopes of
enhancing our youth’s learning
experiences.

The Coding Corner:
Did you Know?
Did you know that there are approximately
700 diﬀerent programming languages,
which is more than the number of languages
spoken in the United States and the entire
continent of South America combined?!
Some programming languages are more
widely used, such as Python, Java, and
HTML, while others, such as Elixir, F#,
and Kotlin, are utilized in highly particular
scenarios. The good news for coders is that
after you’ve mastered the larger ones, the
more specialized languages become second
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By Jonathan Sang
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