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Sun rises at 5:50am
Sun sets at 6:30pm

Lunar phase: 3rd quarter, waning half moon
Moon-rise: 12:52am
Moon-set: 12:09pm

This is the weekend for 
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Earth is of course the third 
planet from the sun, and 
like all the planets in our 

local group, we orbit the sun, 
��������	
� ��� ����� ��	
�-
tute our calendar year. Our 
closest neighbours in the 
solar system are Venus and 
Mars, both of which are eas-

and air to sustain humanity 
and the myriad forms of life 
all around us – life-forms as 
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� ���� 
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head. 

Breathe in some of that 
��������� ����� ����� ���� ����
sun on your skin and the light 
������� ������	�� ����� ������
dig your toes into the sand or 
soil. Be grateful for the mir-
acle of being alive on planet 
Earth! It’s a good place to be! 
Happy Earth Weekend!

Thank you for keeping up 
����� ���� ��	��� 
��� ��������

but possibly able to support 
life. Outside the orbit of 
Mars, the sun’s heat is too 
distant to warm planets, it 
can barely provide light. 

Ah, but the Earth is just right. 
We have it all – periods of 
light and darkness, regions 
of warmth and coolness, wa-
ter and air, with atmospheric 
pressures perfect for sup-
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and gerbils, worms and 
whales. Earth is the source of 
life; the many varied environ-
ments provide the water, soil 

ily viewed these days in the 
predawn eastern sky. Jupiter 
and Saturn are there too – 
lately, an arrangement that 
allows us to glimpse the so-
lar system’s plane. A plane 
�
� 	����	�� ����� ���	� �� ����
surface, like a table top or a 
dinner plate. A plane turned 
edge-on to the observer 
forms a line, and thus we 
see this line by admiring the 
eastern pre-dawn sky and 
���������	��������	���������-
ter, Venus, Mars and Saturn. 
Howdy neighbours!

Earth sits in what astrono-
mers call – believe it or not – 
the “Goldilocks Zone” of our 
solar system. You guessed it, 
a region of the solar system 
that is not too hot, and not 
too cold, but is just right. 
Mercury is certainly too hot 
to support life, being quite 
close to the sun. Venus is 
near the edge of what is 
considered habitable, but a 
bit too hot, especially due 
to its thick atmosphere that 
pumps up the pressure to 
���
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other side of Earth, there is 
Mars, a bit cold and barren, 

������� ��������� ��-
��	��������
�������������
������	�����!������"�����"��
�������� ��� ���������������
���� ���� ���� ������ ��"��
��"�� ���"���� ������� ����
����������#������������
���� ����� ������ $%� ���-
"���� ������ ��	��� 
��� ��� ��-
����������� ���&����� ���
'���(���)*"���#��+����-
�����	�������������"��������
���������� ��� ��	����
,"������� ��� ��������.�
+���� �����"���#���/
	�������

pathogens continued from page 1

in developed countries, treatment 
facilities are often unable to filter 
out dangerous bugs. This could 
breed superbugs that can evade 
modern medicine and trigger a 
pandemic, the report’s authors 
warned.

In 2019, antibiotic-resistant in-
fections were linked to the deaths 
of nearly 5 million people. With-
out immediate action, those in-
fections could cause up to 10 mil-
lion deaths per year by 2050, the 
report found. “Another pandemic 
is hiding in plain sight,” the re-
port said. “The consequences of 
the continuing development and 
spread of anti-microbial resis-
tance could be catastrophic.”

Antimicrobials are agents intend-
ed to kill or inhibit the growth of 
pathogens. They include antibiot-
ics, fungicides, antiviral agents, 
parasiticides, as well as some dis-
infectants, antiseptics and natural 
products.

Antimicrobial resistance occurs 
when microbes, such as bacteria, 
viruses, parasites and fungi evolve 
to become immune to the drugs 
to which they were previously 
susceptible. The more microbes 
are exposed to pharmaceuticals, 
the more likely they are to adapt 
to them.

“Antibiotics and other drugs are 
lifesavers, but their environmen-
tal fate in the course of our wa-
ters matter. They need to be used 
carefully to prevent antimicrobial 
resistance that poses social, envi-

ronmental and financial risks to 
businesses and society at large,” 
said Leticia Carvalho, Head of 
UNEP’s Marine and Freshwater 
Branch.

What can be done?

According to the report, this glob-
al threat can be tackled by curb-
ing the release of antibiotic-tinged 
pollution, including through im-
proved wastewater treatment and 
more targeted use of antibiotics 
– too often these drugs are used 
when they need not be. The report 
recommended improving data 
and monitoring of antimicrobials 
and how they are disposed of. It 
also called for enhanced environ-
mental governance and national 
action plans to limit the release of 
antimicrobials.

The report urged countries to em-
brace the One Health approach, 
which is centred on the idea that 
human and animal health are in-
terdependent and linked to the 
health of the ecosystems in which 
they co-exist. The strategy, for ex-
ample, calls on countries to limit 
deforestation, which often brings 
humans face-to-face with virus-
carrying wild animals, giving 
pathogens a chance to jump spe-
cies.

“The COVID-19 pandemic pro-
vides lessons learned, one of 
which is the need to prevent and 
tackle various health threats con-
currently, especially their envi-
ronmental dimensions,” the re-
port said.

Five main sources

A recent study on pharmaceuti-
cal pollution of the world’s rivers 
concluded that higher levels of an-
tibiotic-resistant pathogens were 
found in low- to middle-income 
countries and were associated with 
areas with poor wastewater and 
waste management infrastructure 
and pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing.

According to the UNEP report, 
five main pollutant sources con-
tribute to the development and 
spread of antimicrobial resistance. 
They are as follows:

#1: Poor sanitation, sewage and 
waste effluent, aggravated, for ex-
ample, by open defecation and the 
overuse of antibiotics to treat diar-
rhoea.
#2: Effluent from pharmaceutical 
manufacturing.
#3: Waste from healthcare facili-
ties.
#4: Use of antimicrobials and ma-
nure in crop production.
#5: Releases from animal produc-
tion.

Climate change dimensions

Higher temperatures are also as-
sociated with increased antimicro-
bial resistant infections, says the 
report. Many diseases are climate-
sensitive, and changes in environ-
mental conditions and tempera-
ture may lead to an increase in the 
spread of bacterial, viral, parasitic, 
fungal and vector-borne diseases.

Severe weather events and rising 
water tables can cause wastewater 
and sewage to overwhelm treat-
ment plants, allowing untreated 
sewage rich in antimicrobial re-
sistant microbes to contaminate 
surrounding communities.

The report, which presents high-
lights from a more detailed study 
to be released later this year, 
urged policymakers not to let 
down their guard, even as the 
COVID-19 pandemic recedes. It 
said, “The COVID-19 pandemic 
is a wake-up call to better un-
derstand and improve all areas of 
preparedness for and prevention 
of infectious diseases, including 
their environmental dimensions.”

Tackling the pollution crisis 
forms a core pillar of UNEP’s new 
global strategic priorities for wa-
ter, and antimicrobial resistance 
is specifically included in UNEPs 
2022-2025 Medium-Term Strat-
egy under Chemicals and Pollu-
tion Action. The “One Health” 
approach, supported by UNEP, is 
a cross-cutting and systemic ap-
proach based on the fact that hu-
man health and animal health are 
interdependent and linked to the 
health of the ecosystems in which 
they co-exist.

Since 1978, UNEP has run the 
Global Environment Monitoring 
System for Freshwater (GEMS/
Water) Programme, mandated to 
support Member States in moni-
toring and assessing their water 
quality and reporting their data to 
UNEP’s global database on water 

quality.

The World Water Quality Alliance, 
launched by UNEP in 2019, advo-
cates the central role of freshwater 
quality in achieving prosperity and 
sustainability, and is tasked with 
preparing a World Water Quality 
Assessment. The Global Waste-
water Initiative, for which UNEP 
provides Secretariat services, is 
raising awareness on antimicrobial 
resistance.

To fight the pervasive impact 
of pollution on society, UNEP 
launched #BeatPollution, a strat-
egy for rapid, large-scale and co-
ordinated action against air, land 
and water pollution. The strategy 
highlights the impact of pollution 
on climate change, nature and bio-
diversity loss, and human health. 
Through science-based messag-
ing, the campaign showcases how 
transitioning to a pollution-free 
planet is vital for future genera-
tions.

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) in collaboration with the 
Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the United Nations (FAO), 
the World Organisation for Ani-
mal Health (OIE) and UNEP have 
developed a Strategic Framework 
for collaboration on antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR).

This news story was published by 
UNEP on April 6 on www.unep.
org. For more information, contact 
Tessa Goverse: goverse@un.org or 
Riccardo Zennaro: riccardo.zenn-
aro@un.org.
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good enough, as most of 
these companies do not 
follow up with SZV to fi-
nalise the process,” said 
SZV in a press release on 
Tuesday. SZV continues 
to remind employers that 
compliance with the law 
and payment of social se-
curity premiums is not op-
tional. Company directors 
are personally liable for the 
payment of outstanding 
social and health insurance 
premiums. SZV Director 
Glen A. Carty commented, 
“In every business sector 
on the island, there is a 
trend of scattered willing-
ness to pay SZV premiums 
– an obligation we all have, 
which pays for our health-
care system. SZV will be 
tackling those employers 
who are withholding em-
ployee premiums, but not 
paying them to SZV.”

Caribbean Telecommu-
nications Union (CTU) 
Secretary General Rodney 
Taylor gave an overview 
of the Caribbean Inter-
net Exchange Carib IX 
initiative at a press con-
ference Tuesday follow-
ing a meeting with Col-
lectivité President Louis 
Mussington. The recently 
launched Carib IX initia-
tive coordinated by CTU 
will initially benefit French 
St. Martin, St. Barths and 
Guadeloupe, but Dutch St. 
Maarten will also be inte-
grated. The project aims to 
set up Internet exchange 
points IXPs in all three 
territories. Trinidad-based 
Taylor and his delegation 
are visiting all three terri-
tories.

THURSDAY 
Windward Islands Teach-
ers Union (WITU) has 
started a petition for full 
payment of the 2022 vaca-
tion allowance for all civil 
servants and employees 
of government-subsidised 
school boards. President 
of WITU Stuart Johnson 
said in a press release on 
Wednesday, “Today is the 
day we put the rights of 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff back as a priority in 
St. Maarten.” In the re-
lease the WITU President 
outlined the contents of 
the petition that has nine 
points of motivation and 
called all WITU members 
to sign it in solidarity. 

St. Maarten is now offi-
cially the first base of op-
erations for Basilisk Ca-
ribbean with their launch 
of three specialised con-
crete enhancing products, 
Basilisk Healing Agent for 
concrete mixtures, Self-
Healing Repair Mortar 
and their Liquid Repair 
System. The launch of 

this international brand 
was held recently and 
brought together a large 
cross-section of the con-
struction, engineering 
and building community 
of the island to showcase 
the benefits this product 
will bring to the build-
ing capacity of the is-
land. Invitees were able 
to question one of the 
founders of the self-heal-
ing concrete technology 
behind these new prod-
ucts, Bart van der Wo-
erd, who along with his 
colleague Marc Brants, 
who focuses on customer 
support, marketing and 
projects, answered many 
of the questions about 
the unique technology of 
self-healing concrete. 

Passenger arrival num-
bers to the country for 
the first quarter of 2022 
“outperformed” numbers 
in 2021 by 209 per cent. 
Airport passenger ar-
rival numbers in the first 
quarter of 2021 were a 
mere 62,865, while in 
that same period for the 
previous year (2019), the 
arrival numbers were 
195,064. According to 
the Economic Indicators 
report from the Min-
istry of Tourism, Eco-
nomic Affairs, Transport 
and Telecommunication 
(TEATT), “PJIA reached 
194,516 passenger arriv-
als for the first quarter [of 
2022 – Ed.] and is on pace 
to achieve 90 per cent of 
its 2019 pre-COVID total 
arrivals of 716,569.” “The 
airport passenger arrival 
numbers for the first 
quarter are much closer 
to the numbers of visitors 
we saw pre-COVID-19,” 
said TEATT Minister 
Roger Lawrence.

St. Maarten firefight-
ers and first responders 
have received training 
from Oakland, California 
Fire Departments Chief 
Reggie Freeman and 
Dr. Kwame Cooper. The 
programme focused on 
transformational leader-
ship and service leader-
ship. The first week of 
March 2022 provided an 
opportunity for leaders 
and members of these 
departments to partici-
pate in the Junior Offi-
cer Leadership Academy 
(JOLA) and the Senior 
Officer Leadership Acad-
emy (SOLA). The focus 
of this professional devel-
opment included team-
building, critical deci-
sion-making, managing 
change, being aware of 
the importance of vulner-
ability as a great leader, 
and a focus on developing 
relationships for stronger 
teams.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
By Merl Reagle

113  James who co-scripted 
The African Queen

114  Piece of “the San Francisco 
treat”

116  Former Houston player
118  Maude’s portrayer
119  End of a Feb. 14 refrain?
123  Capt.’s subordinates
124  “Cloud-hopper”
125  Harsh element
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127  Good place to go for a 

drive
128  For each
129  Connectable things
130  Night, in Naples

DOWN
1  Markdowns
2  Part of SRO
3  Need oiling
4  P.D. alert
5  Vaguely
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Black
8  Afore
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you can get
10  It fell in 1975
11  “Ready ___”
12  Classic Jaguar
13  More marvelous, to a teen
14  U.S. Grant foe
15  Assignment
16  The Flintstones pet
#+�� >�����	�
���	������
21  Used to be
22  Singer Jerry
23  Up ___ good
28  Clothes closer
31  Council or Creed of 325 

a.d.
33  Uproar
@K�� L����
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35  Yahoos
36  Old oil co.
37  Town, to the 

Dutch
@X�� L������������

goo
40  Red in the 

face
K#�� [�*\]]]
43  Violinist 

Niccolò
45  Goes bad
46  Byte or dose 

preceder
47  Footnote 

abbr., op. ___
48  Old Italian 

money
49  Cut for TV
51  Secular

ACROSS
1  “What a pity”
6  Best Actress of 1987
10  Jinx-breaking team, in 

2004 headlines
13  NBA nickname
#%�� ^����#K�`����(
18  Half a spy
#<�� z�����������	
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20  Pal of Pooh
21  Feb. 14 entreaty?
24  Flow’s partner
25  Keep ___ on
26  Be a bounder?
27  ___ dancer
28  Waited, perhaps
29  Call for assistance
30  “___ Day Now”
32  Feb. 14 plea to a rival?
37  Brave moguls
38 False belief
39  Hoboes may ride them
40  Sailor’s back
42  Ledger doc
44  ___ About You
45  Delhi dough
46 Gershwin classic?
50  Silas Marner author
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for “Olds”
}K�� "�~���	�
55  This isn’t working
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59  Visceral
60  Alice in Wonderland party 

drink
61  Ms. Moreno
62  Falling-in-love 

��
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65  ___ Spumante
67  “No way, comrade”
69  RPM device
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76  Related to circuitry: abbr.
78  Long-legged Australian
81  With Bee, a honey brand
82  Author Alexander
X@�� ������
��:��
84  Sonora saloon
86  Hypo units
89  Certain Prot.
91  Frankie Valli hit?
93  Meg and Jo’s creator
95 U.N. VIP
97  Trav. heading
98  Balaam’s beast
99  Carefree walk
100  Stranded
104  Prom getup
#�%�� ^����#K�
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twins in old ads?
108  Word with eared or sided
#�<�� ^�*	�
112  Actor Barker

}$�� ��	��
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movie

56  Pizzeria, e.g.
58  Blubber
63  Cow namesakes
%K�� "������������	
66  Brain nos.
68  Some votes
70  Overture follower
72  Boyfriend
74  Rachel Carson’s ___ 

Around Us
75  Hemingway or Bear
77  Term for Jesus, the ___ 

God
79  ___-order (customized)
80  Noted número
X}�� [����]]]]������
��\`�

series)
86  Talon
87  Total
88  Re-rent, in a way
90  Rushed wildly
92  Gary’s state: abbr.
94  Holly genus
96  Do the lawn
100  Overactor or robber
101  Vicinity
102  Kesey’s Ratched and 

others
#�@�� /�����	������\
����
105  “... Easter bonnet, with all 

the frills ___”
107  Béarnaise, for one
108  Use, as a chaise
109  “___ like ours could never 

die ...” (Beatles lyric)
##��� =	���	�	���	
111  Jay Presson Allen play
115  Bible bk.
##+�� �]]]��������	���
118  A sandwich, for short
119  Fool
120  Marriage agreement?
121  York’s rank: abbr.
122  Honeymoon quorum
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FRIDAY
~No newspaper printed. 
Happy Good Friday~

MONDAY
~No newspaper printed. 
Happy Easter Monday~

TUESDAY
In observance of the In-
ternational Day of Pink, 
RBC Financial (Carib-
bean) Limited (RBC) 
announced donations to 
eight Caribbean charities 
that take a stand against 
bullying and discrimina-
tion. Each charity will 
receive a donation of US 
$500 from RBC. UNICEF 
St. Maarten is one of the 
charities that is set to re-
ceive a donation. RBC said 
in a press statement that it 
is proud of its long history 
of strategic partnerships, 
donations, sponsorship 
initiatives and employee 
volunteerism to support 
organisations, academic 
institutions, and non-
profit groups working to 
address diversity issues 
important to the organ-
isation and its stakehold-
ers. Other charities which 
received donations were 
Trinidad and Tobago’s 
Credo Foundation; Bar-
bados’ Supreme Counsel-
ling for Personal Develop-
ment; The Bahamas’ Ca-
ribbean Voice; Cayman’s 
Families Resource Centre; 
Aruba’s Justice4Courtney; 
Curacao’s Human Rights 
Defence Foundation; 
Turks and Caicos’ The 
Youth Empowerment and 
Mentorship Conference 
and St. Maarten’s UNI-
CEF SXM.

President of the Collec-
tivité Louis Mussington 
received Interprofessional 
Consular Chamber of St. 
Martin CCISM Presi-
dent Angèle Dormoy and 
her team on Thursday, 
April 14, to review cur-
rent issues of importance. 
Several topics were dis-
cussed, such as the 2021-
2026 Mandate Plan and 
CCISM’s partnerships 
with the Collectivité, the 
Chamber’s Strategic Plan 
for 2027, CCISM’s 2022 
budget and, finally, the 
Maison des Entreprises 
itself. 

WEDNESDAY
Social and Health In-
surances SZV says it has 
seen a slight increase in 
employers who are pro-
actively requesting pay-
ment arrangements via 
the Employer Portal for 
their outstanding pre-
mium amounts. “This is 
good news; however not 
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