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Get real! School ﬁghts
aren’t new!
Nearly everyone has either
witnessed or has been directly involved in a school
ﬁght. Should we see a ﬁght
involving students in uniform in the vicinity of a
school, the road is suddenly abuzz with excitement,
students start to shuﬄe
for a good spot to view the
action, and someone yells
out, “Fight!”

youth issues) is grounded at
home. That’s where it starts
and stops. Second, government’s lack of action or
minimal actions to address
the cost-of-living, shortterm working contracts and
an education system that is
failing our students contributes to the social erosion
that triggers desperation
and bad behaviour of some
students. Parents simply do
ighting is an unfor- not have the time as they are
tunate reality in and too busy surviving!
around many schools.
It’s an exaggeration to say The public school system is
that rates of school violence a mess with students from
are on the rise as ﬁghting is all sorts of backgrounds
hardly a new development. crowded together in a
For centuries, students have school building too small
gotten into altercations that for a conducive learning enhave resulted in bumps, vironment. It’s a powder keg
bruises or worse. Although waiting to explode and it
school ﬁghts are common, deprives students of excelsome still wonder why they lence. The largest secondary
occur. Every ﬁght is dif- school, MPC, continues to
ferent, but some common produce mediocre results
causes do exist.
every year and fosters an
attitude of “average is good
At Teen Times, we often enough”. When will someshake our heads when we one get the hint that educahear government oﬃcials tion in our mother tongue is
come up with far-fetched the only way to go?
ideas to tackle ﬁghts as if
ﬁghts are a new phenom- Additionally, many school
enon. They are not. Social ﬁghts are caused by the
media is newish; and armed forced mixing of students
with a smart phone, teens who come from diﬀerent
record and post every- backgrounds and hold disthing. If adults think ﬁghts parate core values. School
seem new or are on the in- violence can be the result
crease, they do not want to of a simple lack of respect
see what happens in school for others. There should
bathrooms. But that’s for be a push to integrate valanother time.
ue-based lessons into the
school curriculum. Schools
We shake our heads when should teach character eduit comes to school ﬁghts cation courses in an attempt
because of two reasons: to provide students who
First, the issue (like most lack good role models with

a basic knowledge of how fuzzy. Some young students
they should interact with engage in ﬁghts merely because they are replicating
their peers and teachers.
what they saw on TV or
Other inﬂuences include in a ﬁlm. These students
are simply trying to copy
the following:
the tough guys or gals they
Reputation maintenance: so adore. Educators and
Students often ﬁght as a parents must have frank
means of maintaining their discussions with students
reputations in their schools. regarding pop culture inﬂuReputation is often seen as ences, in an eﬀort to reduce
a precious commodity. If the number of incidents of
someone crosses a student violence that result from
who is concerned about his this type of mimicry.
or her reputation, that student may feel forced to re- Problems at home: The entaliate or risk being called vironment at home aﬀects
weak and having his or her the state of mind of a child
a lot. If he hears or sees his
reputation damaged.
parents ﬁghting regularly at
Pop culture inﬂuence: By home, he may vent his frusthe time they get to high tration and anger in school,
school, most students can thus getting in unnecessary
diﬀerentiate reality from ﬁghts with fellow students.
TV and movies, but in If the parents are not around
lower grades, this distinc- at all, due to societal shorttion is commonly a bit more comings that force them to
be elsewhere, well then you
have a child raising himself
or herself. Obviously this is
a recipe for disaster.

are pressured to survive in
tough circumstances on an
island that lacks resources
such as job opportunities,
social programs, ﬁnancial
support and proper mental
health services. The lack of
resources impedes these
youths from becoming successful in a society that favours those with money.
Those without money are
more likely led down a path
of crime as their parents are
forced to choose between
quality time with them and
making ends meet.

Bad company: If a student
surrounds himself with
people who are aggressive
and rude, then he is likely
to become like them as well
and pick on others without
any kind of provocation,
which can lead to a ﬁght.

The bottom line is that
ﬁghts have been around
forever and happen more
than you know. We know
of some because they are
recorded on smart phones
and posted on social media.
Parents have to fulﬁl their
roles in their children’s lives
and the government needs
to stop acting as if there is
a magic pill that will eliminate school ﬁghts forever
and ever amen.

Poverty: Teen Times submitted its report of youth
delinquency twice to government. First in 2013 and
as recent as 2021. There are
many factors that contribute to youth delinquency.
The most concerning factor
is the socio-economic factor. If this is not addressed
and improved, nothing else
that we do as a country will
matter. Poverty or challenging economic situations are
reoccurring factors in juvenile delinquency that is progressively getting worse in
St. Maarten.
Youth living in poverty

The eﬀects of poverty and
delinquency are far-reaching and they therefore, affect the community, victims
of the delinquent, the society as a whole, and even the
delinquents themselves. It is
therefore vital that this issue
is addressed with a view of
reducing the rates of oﬀense
and re-oﬀense by improving
society’s shortcomings in
terms of programs, cost of
living and education.
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The government needs to
focus on providing a decent quality of life, increase
minimum wage, change the
language of instruction,
do something about the
high cost of everything and
maybe, just maybe, parents
will be able to focus more
time on their teens instead
of struggling to put food on
the table.
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Saakshi Daryani –
Touching Hearts
By Rohan Goswami
There will always be those
teachers who are memorable.
One such teacher has touched
the hearts of many of her students at St. Dominic High.
Whether it is ﬁnding resources
for lost and confused students,
playing the role of a great
teacher with a maternal feeling
towards her students, validating her students’ experiences
and opinions both academically and outside of the classroom,
or incorporating culture into
her interactive teaching style,
Teacher Saakshi Daryani does
it all – currently ﬁlling the role
of CSEC Principles of Business
teacher and IB Business Management instructor and examiner at the St. Dominic High IB
World School.

T

he following interview
highlights her teaching
journey and life experi-

ences:
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1. When did you begin your
journey as a teacher and when
did you become an IB educator?
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It all started when I was 14 years
old, tutoring two kindergarten
children who lived in my neighbourhood. I didn’t think of it as
anything at the time and it was
just to make some money, but
within a year, that group of two
students grew into two batches
of ﬁve students each. For context,
it is essential to understand that
tutoring is a practice that’s em-

bedded in Indian culture, because it
is a belief shared among many parents that a teacher cannot pay sufﬁcient attention to each individual
student without sacriﬁcing quality
(considering class sizes on average
are 50). And considering the worldwide importance of education in
terms of opportunities in the work
ﬁeld, it was not unconventional to
tutor kids who could use the extra
time being taught.

my hometown and was looking
to hire. I was hesitant, mostly because I didn’t think I would get the
job, but I did and that’s where my
oﬃcial teaching journey began. I
started teaching Business Studies
across the board and my love for
teaching grew leaps and bounds.
Then ﬁnally in 2008, that school
introduced the renowned International Baccalaureate program and,
being a part of the implementation/authorization process, I was
As I advanced into high school and eager to learn about what the profurther into university, I transi- gram was unveiling for us.
tioned into tutoring primary school
students and then high school stu- Following the introduction of IB,
dents. I continued doing so and I was sent to Singapore to attend
eventually I was tutoring college a workshop. Meeting educators
students while simultaneously at the workshop, whose converstudying to pursue my Master’s de- sations comprised topics like colgree in commerce, which I earned at laboration, facilitation, critical
the age of 24. At this point, I was not thinking, pedagogy, self-reﬂection,
only studying part time, tutoring continuous improvement and acastudents part time, but also work- demic balance, was fascinating. I
ing full time at my godfather’s tax soon realized that IB was unlike
consultancy ﬁrm. Although I wasn’t any other curriculum out there.
employed as a teacher at a school Since then, I have been a CAS
and didn’t have a degree in educa- (one of the core elements of the
tion, I had developed a deep passion program) coordinator, a Business
and love for teaching. I cared for my Management teacher at DP (Distudents and was always available ploma Program) level, as well as
to make sure I could give them any- an oﬃcial IB examiner at Cardiﬀ,
thing that could aid in their learn- all of which are achievements I am
ing.
proud of. When I found out that a
school on Sint Maarten was oﬀerIn 2002, I moved to Sint Maarten ing the IBDP program, I decided to
but felt there was nothing for me move back and I have been teachhere, so I moved back to India in ing IBDP Business Management
early 2005. In 2006, an opportunity at St. Dominic High School ever
presented itself – an international since.
school, oﬀering only Cambridge
programs (IGCSE & A-Level) at 2. How did you motivate yourself
the time, had recently opened in to remain so dedicated to stu-

dents and your profession during
your move across the globe?
When you love something so deeply that it becomes a part of who you
are; motivation often gets excluded
from the equation. It’s always been
an internal drive that’s constantly
pushed me to keep working hard
and to help as many students as I
can. But apart from my passion for
helping students, the IB program
itself has been a big contributor to
my dedication. The International
Baccalaureate Organization has
built a hard-earned reputation for
quality, high standards and pedagogical leadership in the ﬁeld of
international education, encouraging students across the world
to become engaged world citizens
who are active, compassionate,
and lifelong learners. The IB professional development encourages
educators to be critical, reﬂective
practitioners who value lifelong
learning and it oﬀers opportunities
to develop deeper understanding
of what it means to be an excellent,
internationally minded teacher.
When you are part of a worldwide professional learning community responsible for delivering
a high quality, innovative service
that could improve students’ academic performance, persistence,
college-enrolment, success and
overall perception of a school environment, the motivation comes
from within. Seeing my students
being nurtured and transformed
into global citizens keeps the ball
rolling for me.
As brieﬂy mentioned earlier, the
only driving factor for me to uproot
myself and my children from India
and relocate back to Sint Maarten
at the age of 37 was to continue
being able to teach the IB diploma
program, but now to a diﬀerent
student demographic. The goal
was still to be able to make even
the smallest positive impact possible on my students’ lives. While
working at my previous school,
NES International School Mumbai, India, I attended several more
IB workshops at Singapore as well
as regionally, in order to possess
both, strong pedagogical knowledge and an in-depth knowledge
of the Business Management subject. In addition to that, I pursued
my second Master’s degree, this

...continued on pg. 5

time in Business Administration,
to gain a deeper understanding of
business to be able to improve my
delivery of the subject in class.
3. Did being the mother of an IB
student change your perspective
on the program itself?
Well, that’s a challenging question
to answer. It was mostly good. My
children have seen my love for IB
since they were little. When my
son, Yash, was in form 5, I told
him he was free to decide whether he wanted to do IB or not, but
deep down inside, I wanted him
to do IBDP because I believed
he possessed the qualities of an
IB student. Not only that, but I
knew from my experience with
IB that doing the program could
have a great, positive impact on
his life. So, when he decided to
do IB and got accepted based on
his merit, I was thrilled. But Yash
was to me like any other student
in the class. We set boundaries
beforehand to avoid any friction
in the classroom. And likewise, in
the classroom, Yash viewed me as
his Business Management teacher
and nothing more.

tion, content, IAs, the EE, etc., it
can get very overwhelming, resulting in students getting demotivated
and, more importantly, them losing
sight of why they chose to take on
that journey in the ﬁrst place. And
so, as an educator, I constantly remind them of the bigger picture so
as to rekindle their work motivation. IB is indeed rigorous, but it’s
a journey that involves major selfimprovement and once students acHaving Yash as my student helped quire the right mindset, it suddenly
us get closer as we were able becomes more manageable.
to connect and bond over this
shared aspect of our lives. Addi- Besides that, consistency goes a
tionally, I was able to get a better long way. As such, here are some
perspective about what it’s really constant reminders I give to my
like to be an IB student. It is one learners:
thing to hear from students about -Remind yourself of why you took
their experiences and another upon yourself this challenge. What
to observe it ﬁrst hand at home. is your ultimate goal? (Change your
Yash and I would have conversa- mindset from wanting to simply
tions about class almost every day complete IB to wanting to achieve
and it really helped me gain an a desirable grade).
honest outside perspective about -Constantly remind yourself of the
my classes. Seeing as “reﬂective” beneﬁts of IB and how your choices
is one of the IB learner proﬁles, and actions now are going to aﬀect
it was really important that I re- you in the long run.
ﬂected about my teaching style -Set realistic goals and always have
and the methods I employ in class a plan of action to achieve them.
to ensure they are helping the stu- -Don’t be afraid to seek help. Work
dents perform the best they can. with other students and participate
as actively as you can.
But it wasn’t all positive. Yash of- -Do work every single day.
ten felt that I was harder on him -Most importantly, don’t overwork
than others and there was always yourself and enjoy the journey.
a pressure to perform well or say
the right thing in class and, hon- 5. As a teacher, do you have any
estly, that was the case for me as advice to give to other teachers?
the teacher too. But if we ever had
a conﬂict, we would talk about it I strongly believe that every teacher
and it got easier along the way. out there working with his or her
Besides, receiving a compliment students every single day is doing a
from my son for being a good great job by playing a very importeacher was the most rewarding tant role in their lives. But from
part of teaching him. And it got my personal experience, I’ve realall the more rewarding when Yash
worked extremely hard and obtained the highest score possible
which is a 7. Without a doubt, my
love and appreciation for the IB
program deepened after observing the growth of my son in all
aspects.
4. What would you recommend
to students in general to keep
them motivated?
Losing motivation during the
two-year long program is not uncommon and in fact, anticipated.
Most students start their IB journey with high hopes and great expectations, believing it would only
be marginally more challenging
than high school. However, once
the workload escalates owing to
CAS activities and documenta-

level, but also on mental, social, and
creative levels. This is where one of
the core components of IBDP, CAS,
plays a major role. CAS stands for
Creativity (creative thinking), Activity (physical exertion and healthy
lifestyle), and Service (unpaid, voluntary exchange). CAS is an essential counterbalance to the academic
rigor of the IBDP which enables
students to enhance their personal
and interpersonal development by
learning through experience. Having been a CAS coordinator for
more than eight years, I try to initiate or help students initiate various
projects and extracurricular activities. One such service activity that
made a big impact on my students
at SDHS was the revamping of the
Charlotte Nursery School in Dominica, in association with the Rotary
ized it’s important to really connect club of Dominica after the island
with students. Let students see your was hit by the storm Erika in 2015.
passion and reciprocate by understanding and embracing all stu- Other past activities of mine indents’ strengths and weaknesses. clude feeding stray dogs, charity
Understanding students leads to runs, the Business Showcase, bake
a better appreciation for teaching, sales, painting parking lines in front
which makes the entire process so of the school, car washes, Teacher
much more exciting. My heart is Appreciation Day celebrations,
always ﬁlled with joy when I meet role-play and skits on social issues,
former students that have grown moot court simulation, Diwali celinto wonderful humans and are do- ebration and TED talks. One of
ing amazing things in their lives, the most striking beneﬁts of taking
especially knowing I contributed part in such activities is the develin even the smallest bit. But I’m opment of real-world skills. These
sure this feeling is mutual among activities help students in planning,
all teachers, because that satisfac- time-management, problem-solvtion really is the reason why we’re ing, leadership, public-speaking,
analytical thinking and organizaall teachers.
tion, all of which are essential for
Furthermore, learn from your col- their lives after IB.
leagues because each individual is
unique and will always have some- 7. Would you like to share any
thing great to bring to the table. other comments or ideas?
When multiple perspectives and
methods come together, teaching I would like to use this medium
can become much more enjoyable to thank the Foundation Catholic
and productive. Lastly, look after School Board, Stichting Katholiek
yourself. Ensure a good work-life Onderwijs St. Maarten, for bringbalance and enjoy the challenging, ing the most prestigious program
yet fulﬁlling journey as an educator. for excellence, the International
Baccalaureate, to St. Dominic High
6. Can you talk a little bit about School; and by doing so, helping
your passion for maintaining a several hundred students of this
balance between extracurriculars small island to pursue their dreams
and academics within the class- and making them life-long learners. Going forward, I would like to
room?
request the school board and the
I am of the belief that education Minister of Education to consider
isn’t simply about achieving a “high- implementing the IB programs
er state of knowledge”; it’s about at primary level (PYP), and high
equipping our students with the school level (MYP). The IB PYP,
tools they need to go out into the MYP and DP programs are united
world and shape it for themselves. by the IB’s philosophy and apSo, education should be a compre- proaches to learning and teaching
hensive package allowing students that encourage both personal and
to evolve on not just an academic academic achievement, challenging
students to excel in their academics
as well as personal development.
What is an IB education?
www.ibo.org – This document explains the ideas that underpin all IB
programs, communicating what lies
at the heart of an IB education.
What is IBDP at St. Dominic High
School?
www.stdominichigh.com
As you can see, Teacher Saakshi
Daryani has been through it all
and uses her experiences to her
beneﬁt and for her to become a
better teacher, mother, and individual. As one of her students, I
would like to thank her for always
supporting me in my IB journey,
which I must add was not an easy
one.
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BLACK LIVES STILL
MATTER AND ALWAYS
WILL MATTER
By Rohan Goswami
In the last couple years, the world
has been through quite some
trauma, including the Covid-19
pandemic, Australian ﬁres back
in 2020, and a social epidemic
of racially based crimes. In May
of 2020, the murder of one man,
George Floyd, led to worldwide
protests and a great promotion
overall of an already existing social justice movement, Black Lives
Matter. Despite the constraints of
the virus, these protests demanding justice for Floyd were not silenced. In addition to that, social
media hashtags such as #blacklivesmatter and #justiceforﬂoyd
were trending.

and many others. In phase one,
the intentions of the movement
were often confused with promoting black superiority, which is not
the case at all. In order to clear up
this confusion, the movement said
the following: “Black Lives Matter,
as a movement, seeks to eradicate
the white supremacy that is behind
the violence inﬂicted on Black communities by the State and vigilantes.

Then came phase 2 (October to
November), during which the intention of the movement was to
increase the number of black voters
in order to ensure the best result in
one of the most inﬂuential elections
to take place in the U.S. Black communities, among other peoples of
colour, have been historically disenfranchised from both the community and the law, as well as decided

The movement itself is broken down
into three entities: The BLM Global
Network Foundation (BLMGNF),
BLM Grassroots, and BLM PAC.
All three deal with the same message: To bring justice to black individuals, to validate them in society, to provide voices for them,
and to promote black joy. In Phase
1 of 2020 (February to August), the
BLMGNF served as an information
centre for black Americans. There
were multiple live stream events
done, and videos were released in
order to assist with the intention of
education.
Activists such as Bubba Wallace
and Mysonne Linen did their own
videos under the organization, giving their own real experiences of
what it is like to be a black individual in America, along with advocating for the families of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, Rayshard Brooks,

This summer, many others joined
us. In late May, this petition ad
was started in which we called for
an end to the systemic racism that
made corruption and State violence
permissible. This petition had 2.5
million impressions on Twitter.”

to not vote due to dis- and misinformation. In order to combat
this, BLMGNF intended to provide
the information to eradicate the
lack of knowledge and encourage a
higher voter turnout among blacks
and other people of colour. Along
with many diﬀerent voting campaigns, the organisation engaged
in many diﬀerent partnerships
in 2020. In partnership with the
American musical “Hamilton”, they
made instructional videos on mailin ballots which were popularized
through social media. Along with
Sprite, BLM launched the “Create
your Future” campaign to encourage young voters to participate in
the 2020 election.

Richie Reseda, Tessa Thompson,
Kendrick Sampson, Adrienne
Maree Brown, Yara Shahidi, Regina
King, and Ellie Goulding. These
celebrities and inﬂuencers have a
reach of millions and our movement is leveraging their platforms
to reach millions more! We’re grateful for their solidarity. Along with
this, the movement had a total of
$90 million in 2020 alone, with average being $30.64 and more than
10% of donations being recurring.
The following is an excerpt from
the 2020 Impact report under the
ﬁnancial aspect:
“Black folks have waited over 400
years – to be seen, to be heard, to
live in a world where their lives are
fundamentally valued. Despite the
strength of our movement, this has
yet to happen. Our demands continue to go ignored. As the organization supporting this movement,
we’ve decided that we will wait no
longer. The transformation and new
focus of Black Lives Matter Global
Network Foundation starts here:
with the end of a centuries-long
waiting game. Given the traumas
of the last year, it’s important to
call out that our experience is about
more than the deaths we protest
and the pain we hope to heal. Black
life is so much more than that. We
are not only triumphant and resilient, we deserve to be celebrated
and valued.”

This movement may have lost some
of its hype and social media popularity, but the message remains valid and will remain a need for us until black equality is achieved, until
black lives are actually valued, until
black experiences and talents are
humanized and more importantly
validated. Given that this month is
for highlighting black excellence,
it is important to remember the
The organisation also intends to message that BLACK LIVES STILL
promote black individuals in the MATTER AND FOREVER WILL
creative scene namely, art and MATTER.
music. Some creatives that were
promoted include Janelle Monáe,
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s a result of the global eﬀort
for justice, Derek Chauvin,
the primary police oﬃcer
responsible for Floyd’s death, was
ﬁnally arrested, charged with thirddegree murder and second-degree
manslaughter, and found guilty on
all counts. The other police oﬃcers
involved were also subsequently
charged. Even in 2020, the movement was initially challenged by
an irrelevant argument known as
AllLivesMatter, but this was quickly
shut down by activists with knowledge-based logic and factual information. Although the social media
hype of the movement has died
down, in the event of black history
month, it is important to update
yourself about the movement.
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Don’t Call Me Jennyfer is a young
that has grown in popularity on th
chic clothing, the store also cater
comfortable clothing for most oc
hip, styles you can easily mix and
Jeennyfer today. It is located in Col
next to Sebastiano. Pho
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g and cool French fashion brand
he island. With mostly casual and
s in what you can call Caribbean
ccasions. It’s about fun, modern
d match. Check out Don’t Call Me
e Bay, In front of Carrefour Market,
otos by Elvis Harrigan.
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Formula for
Success

By Evelyne Ilcéus

Though one may say there is no set formula for success, Mr. Arrendell thinks otherwise. An additional math teacher at St. Maarten Academy, Mr. Alberic Arrendell
has come up with a set formula for success, which he has shared with his students
throughout his years of teaching. He even had the formula printed on T-shirts and
gifted to his add-math students this year.

T

he formula reads:
whereby s= success, d= determination, WT= wasting time and TS=talking smack. The idea is that as the numerator of the equation
increases, the quotient of division decreases. Moreover, the greater the numerator
of the division, the greater the quotient will be. So if someone is very determined or disciplined, their success will decrease with the more wasting time or talking smack they do.
In essence, for someone to be successful, he or she must be very disciplined, determined
and must minimize the amount of wasting time/talking smack. Apply this formula in your
day-to-day life, to be more successful in your pursuits!

Don’t Break The Comb
By Chantalia Van Heynegen
“Don’t Break the Comb” was oﬃcially
launched in 2010 by Rochelle Ward. Her
business has come a long way from its
beginning in 2013 with a Facebook page
and the hosting of Natural Hair Mixology
Workshop on St. Martin.
When Rochelle ﬁrst started out, her passion
for helping others to appreciate, manage and
love their curls drove her to expand her line
of products, and gave her the impetus to turn
hard work and inspiration into a booming
online store. She currently serves customers
on St. Martin and neighboring Caribbean islands, and is thrilled to be a part of the “sun
and salt” wing of the natural hair care industry.
This interview with Rochelle will give more
insight into her business, Don’t Break the
Comb.
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1. What is your business about?
Don’t Break the Comb oﬀers a variety of
quality hair care products, natural hair dolls
and hair care tools for its clientele, women
with curly and afro-textured hair, and has
built a tradition of hosting informative and
engaging events since 2013, which included
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workshops and lectures by local and regional
guests, a writing competition among local
primary and secondary schools, and panel
discussions.
2. What inspired you to start your business?
Natural hair has always been a passion and
there was a general need among consumers,
so it was exhilarating to do what I loved and
help others in return. There was a need for
what I had to oﬀer so I started a business.
3. When did you start this business?
It was oﬃcially launched in the third quarter
of 2015. Don’t Break the Comb, a small St.
Martin-based retail brand, has transformed
from a natural hair care blog to an at-home
delivery service, with an e-commerce store
and a kiosk in Tina’s Accessories in French
Quarter.
4. How does it feel to be an entrepreneur in
St. Maarten?
Being an entrepreneur in St. Maarten is liberating. I have access to the world not just
via the Internet but also through our international ports. As a result, my reach is limitless.

5. What is your aim for your business?
In its future, the organization envisions the
sustainable growth of natural hair and a supporting community. Its mission is to empower Afro-Caribbean women to master
their natural hair with ease and celebrate its
uniqueness, putting an end to generational
hair trauma.
6. How do you advertise your business?
I advertise my business via social media:
Instagram and Facebook.
7. What type of products do you produce?
Don’t Break the Comb curates workshops
and events providing the products mentioned above.
8. Do you feel you satisfy the needs of customers?
I feel that Don’t Break the Comb satisﬁes the
needs of its clientele.
9. How do you feel your products contribute
to St. Maarten?
The products contribute to St. Maarten
as its women show up and show out in the
way they express their beauty through their
crowns and are equipped to nurture their
curly or kinky hair to its full potential.

Entrepreneur Focus
GlamBrands

TheMathTutor

First, I would like to say a big thank
you to Teen Times for selecting me
as one of the young, black entrepreneurs on St. Maarten to interview.
I am currently the owner of a small
business called Glam Brands and
Glam Brands Men, whereby I mostly
sell accessories such as necklaces,
rings, bracelets and earrings for both
men and women. You can find me
on Instagram @ g.brandssxm and
g.brandssxmmen721 and Facebook @ Glam Brands and Glam
Brands Men.

“Life is a math equation. In order to
gain the most, you have to know how
to convert negatives into positives.”
~Anonymous

It all started back in 2020 when I was unemployed due to the pandemic. I tried
my best to find other ways to make money, but the result was that I lost money
instead. I then thought about starting a
business based on what I was interested
in. After pondering and deciding, I finally got an idea as I was simply scrolling
through the app “Pinterest” and came
across a picture of a young, beautiful
woman wearing a unique headband.
This is how I started out by selling headbands with all kinds of styles and sizes and
then eventually expanded my business to
sell other kinds of items as well. Although
my business has been very successful at
times, I have also faced my fair share of
battles whereby I had many dry seasons, issues with importing the
items and worst of all being demotivated to continue with the business. Fortunately, I didn’t give up and neither should you, when you
want to do anything in life. In the future, I would like for my business
to grow, along with the content, so I invite persons to view what
Glam Brands and Glam Brands Men is all about.

By Haila Forde

My name is Haila Forde and I am the
face behind TheMathTutor. I came up
with the idea to start my own math tutoring company because of the love I
have for the subject. Being a graduate
of St. Maarten Academy and its CAPE
Division, I observed the challenges
faced by my peers to comprehend the
subject. Because of this, I was able to
assist my classmates and teachers where needed. The look on their
faces as they were able to comprehend and understand the topics motivated me to start tutoring. The ability to break down the
complex parts of mathematics into something simple has always intrigued me. My favourite part about math is that there’s no right or
wrong answer.
TheMathTutor was created on January 20, 2021. It can be found on
Facebook under the name Themathtutor and on Instagram as themathtu. The main goal of TheMathTutor is to provide instruction
to individuals to improve their academic performance by teaching
proper study skills and providing
assistance with homework, tests
and assignments. Students have
the option of choosing a teaching style, whether it be online or
face-to-face, that benefits and encourages them to do their best.
TheMathTutor specializes in different levels of mathematics such as
high school mathematics, CAPE,
IB and GED. After all, mathematics is a universal language, why not
get to know it?

AyamBlasian
– Entrepreneur

My name is Maya Ellis, aka Blasian, and I am a young entrepreneur who sells art paintings. I started noticing my art skills
at the age of nine, but unfortunately I wasn’t consistent, due to
my multitalented mind.
I am a self-taught artist and was inspired by my mother who pushed
and helped me to recognize my talents. Art in general helps me
mentally as painting keeps me focused. I believe that everyone has
their own talents.
Even though some would say they don’t like another’s art, I think
that art isn’t supposed to be perfect it’s what you portray it to be
– your style and your creation. I want to inspire other young or
upcoming artists that might be struggling because I understand how
it is to have mind blocks and feel unmotivated.
One day, I would love to sit across from Ruby Bute and get her
feedback as I admire her art skills. I would love to continue my journey as a painter, but I do have other talents I also want to pursue
and of course have a business within those fields.

Fe a t u r e

By Noshavyah Whinfield

I am grateful for all the support I get, especially from my number
one supporter, my mother. And I just want to thank her for pushing me because I see myself doing great with all these talents in the
future.
Don’t let the darkness control who you really are. ~Blasian
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