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This year, the Dutch side is hosting the official Sint 
Maarten / Saint Martin Day celebration. Due to 
COVID-19, this year’s celebration will be mostly 
virtual, except for a special church service. There 
are nevertheless various related public events 
planned for this 62nd anniversary edition, includ-
ing the annual Around-the-Island Relay Race.

Most important is to reflect on the sense of togeth-
erness and being one community on this unique 
territory shared by two countries with open bor-
ders, based on the Treaty of Concordia allowing for 
free movement of people and goods.

Enjoy the live activities in person and check out the 
virtual celebration via Tel TV15 or government’s 
Facebook and YouTube pages on Thursday at 
5:00pm, for renewed inspiration of what November 
11 means to all of us.

Happy Sint Maarten / Saint Martin Day 
The Publisher
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Renewed inspiration Sint Maarten / Saint Martin Day Message

Silveria E. Jacobs 
Prime Minister of Sint 

Maarten 
St. Martin Day is a true celebration of who we are, our shared 
experiences, family lineage, heritage and culture, whether 
hailing from the north, south or both.

A
s we celebrate our sweet S’Maatin land – our home – we 
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be the goal of our nation as we toil through our challenges and 

build strong and resilient communities across the length and 
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Dear fellow Saint 
Martiners:

This year, the 
Saint Martin Day 
festivities are 
organized by the 
government of 
Sint Maarten. This 
is the case every 
other year and 
we are pleased to 
share this annual 
celebration with 
our brothers from 
the Dutch side. 
The festivities are 
once again this 
year restricted by 
the health crisis 
which has strongly 
impacted our way 
of life for the last 
20 months. 

Fortunately, the 
������� 	
��� ��
recent months 
have yielded 
e n c o u r a g i n g 
results. Although 
they have been 

From Daniel Gibbs
President of the Territorial Council of Saint Martin

Sint Maarten / Saint Martin 
Day Message

�������� 
��
restrictive at 
times, they are 
���
�� �
���� ���
as the number 
of COVID-19 
cases and 
hosp i ta l i za t ions 
has dropped 
considerably. We 
should be proud of 
ourselves. I hope 
that in the coming 
weeks, the ongoing 
v a c c i n a t i o n 
campaign, along 
with the arrival 
of promising 
C O V I D - 1 9 
treatments and 
the reinforcement 
of our hospital 
��
�� 
�� 	����
��
equipment, will 
allow us to return 
to a normal life.

We celebrate Saint 
Martin on this 
November 11 – 
a day where we 

commemorate our 
history, culture and 
heritage; a day 
where we celebrate 
��
�����������
��
Saint Martiners, 
what unites us and 
makes us stronger: 
our loyalty to our 
beloved territory, 
to its liberties, to 
its values and to 
its identity. Those 
are the reasons 
we are all deeply 
attached to this 
celebration, and 
I am particularly 
pleased to share it 
with you in a spirit 
of cooperation, 
harmony and unity.

This year’s chosen 
theme – “We stand 
triumphant in the 
face of adversity” 
�� �
�� 
� ������
��
meaning for us 
as we have been 
confronting the 
COVID-19 scourge 

shortly after having 
gone through 
the worst natural 
disaster in our 
geographical area. 
In four years, our 
island’s touristic 
activity has 
experienced two 
severe disruptions. 
Our economy 
and our families 
�
��� ��������
t r e m e n d o u s l y . 
Nevertheless, I still 
strongly believe 
that our resilience 
as a people will help 
us overcome these 
challenges and rise 
again. It is a daily 
battle we have to 
face; let us have 
faith in the future 
and especially in 
ourselves!

I wish you a 
wonderful Saint 
Martin Day 
celebration. May 

you enjoy this 
day with your 
family and loved 
ones. These 
	�	���� ����� ���
the opportunity 
to strengthen our 

ties, return to our 
roots and focus on 
what is essential.

Happy Saint 
Martin Day!
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CPS Closed on Thursday and 
Friday

The Collective Prevention Services 
(CPS), a department in the 
Ministry of Public Health, Social 
Development and Labour (Ministry 
VSA), would like to inform the 
������� ��
�� ���� ������ 
�� ����
����
��� ����� ��	����� ����� ���
closed on Thursday, November 11, 
in connection with Sint Maarten 
Day.

��"������������
����������������
Friday, November 12, in connection 
with civil servants being granted 
�����
������������#����	����$�
Sint Maarten.

Community Help Desk Hope 

CLOSURES TO BE 
AWARE OF

BAKED JOHNNY CAKES

Estate will be open Saturday for 
COVID-19 Testing 

COVID-19 testing will resume at 
the Community Help Desk Hope 
Estate on Saturday, November 13. 
The opening hours are 8:30am to 
11:00am.

Persons can call 914 for any 
additional information.

NV GEBE Closed on Thursday 
and Friday 

%��#&'&���������$��	����������
��
������� ��
�� ������ ������ ����� ���
closed on November 11 and 12 and 
will reopen on Monday, November 
15, from 7:45am. 

For emergencies during 
this closure, please 
contact the Help Desk 
between the hours of 
7:00am and 9:00pm at 
546-1100, 546-1160 or 
588-3117; or log onto 
the live chat at www.
nvgebe.com 

Have a safe and 
enjoyable St. Martin 
Day! 

Try your hand at making this 
baked version of Johnny cakes 
�������	�
���	��������	�
�����
Day! Ask an adult to help you in 
the kitchen.

Ingredients
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�You can ring the changes by using 
coconut milk(�
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Start time is 7:00am 
sharp at the Raoul 
Illidge Stadium, so 
we recommend that 
the teams meet at the 
starting point no later 
than 6:15am to be sure 
that all runners have 
their number and that 
they know what legs 
they are running. Teams 
should not wait until their 
������������
������$����
��
���� ��� ����� ��� ������
other runners, as the 
��
��� �
���� 
�	���� 
��
the start. 

*$� 
���� ������ ����+��
know the route and needs 

�������$������������	
�/�
one is attached. 

<��� ���
��� �	����� �$�
the organizers on call 
during the event are 580-
6330 (Susy Piscione), 
553-1918 (Krispijn) 
and 580-5834 (Berit 
'��=>����
����
�������$���
urgent matters during 
��������/�����$������
���
any questions leading up 
to the race.

At the transition points 

Two yellow lines will be 
marked on the roads 
at each transition. The 
baton must be passed 
to the next runner in 
between these two lines 
��������������$����	>�

Watercoolers will be set 
up at each point, so no 
���� $��� ���� ������ ���
carry water during their 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ORGANISERS OF RACE DAY – NOVEMBER 11
�����$��
��>�?��
���������
to have reusable orange 
cups at the transition 

��
��$�������
���>����
���
put these cups into the 

����
���� ���/� ����
�� �$�
throwing them away or 
taking them with you.

DO NOT stop your vehicle 
on the road at these points 
������@�����������������
	�
members, as we need 
to keep these transition 

��
�� ���
�� 
�� ���� $���
���� ������ 
�� $��� ����
time keepers. It is very 
��������$�����������������
to write down numbers 
�$� ������� ����������
cars and spectators are 
congregating in these 
areas. 

Please tell your team 
members to avoid 
these transition points 
completely, unless they 
are waiting to start their 
leg. Any warming up or 
cooling down runs should 
�������
�
��$��	�������
���������
����������$����
the time keepers.

During the run

Each team has 11 
runners and each runner 
��	��������������$���������
��
	>�G�������
����$���
two teams, completing 
�������� ����� $��� �
���
team, but again, EACH 
TEAM MUST HAVE ELEVEN 
RUNNERS.

It is prohibited to 
switch runners 

during a leg; this will 
result in immediate 
��������	
�����

*$� ����� ����� ��� �����/�
they can walk, or choose 
to stop (stopping would 
��
�����
�J%Q��������$�������
team), but at no time can 
a runner be replaced with 
another runner during 
their leg.

Please do not drive 
���� ��� ����� ������ 
This causes a back-up 
�$� ��
��� 
�� ���
����
�
����������
���� $�	���
$��� ������ ������ ���>�
It is understandable 
that you would want to 
cheer on your runners, 
���� ����� �
� ��� ���� $���

� 	�	��� ��$���� �������
over or going on ahead. 
NO DRIVING NEXT TO 
YOUR RUNNERS FOR ANY 
LENGTH OF TIME!

Your team can run 
alongside their runner on 
any leg as long as they 
are not disturbing other 
runners or hindering 
��
��>

Respect all volunteers 
��� ������� ������ 
Any un-sportsmanship 
behaviour can and will 
result in penalties that can 

����� ����� ��
	+�� ����
���
time. 

Remember that the roads 

��� ��� ������� ��� ��
��/�
so please run on the side 
and respect standard 
��
��� �����
����� ����

crossing intersections or 
roundabouts.

�������	���

<��� �
��� ���� ������� �����
a run on the track inside 
�$�������
���	>�<�����
	��
can join their runners 
during any leg, but the 
last 400 metres on the 
track must be run by the 
last leg team member 
only. The time keepers 
must be able to see the 
last runner clearly, and 
having the other runners 
congregating around the 
�����
�����������	
@���
�������������������>

Please stay behind the 
����� 
���>� %�� ������
or spectators are allowed 
�� $���� �$� ���� �����
arch as the clock and 

last leg runners must be 
completely visible to the 
time keepers. 

When your team has 
arrived back at the 
stadium and your last 
������
��������/������
����� �
��� ������ �$� ����
Stadium building to pick 
up your T-shirts and 
sandwiches. Then sit back 
and cheer on the other 
teams coming in. 

Any complaints against 
��
	��
��������$����
����
or other incidents must 
be reported within 30 
	������ �$� ����� ��
	+��
������� ���� �
��>� G���
��	��
�����
���������
��
��������� ���������������
will be reviewed by the 
board. 

Prize giving

<��� ����� ��
	�� 
���
���
���� ������� �� �����
than two hours and the 
�
��� ��
	�� 
$���� ������

�� 
� �
�$� �����/� ���
prize-giving starts at 
10:30am. We will begin 
the ceremony with 
the St. Maarten Song, 
$����������� ���� 
��������
�$� ��������� 
�� 	��
���
to the top three teams 
in the Adult, Junior and 
Junior-Junior categories. 
G� ���\�� $��� ���� '����
Dressed Team and a 
Greatest Feet plaque will 

����������$�����
��>�

Have a great race, 
everyone! We will see you 
tomorrow, November 11!

St. Maarten Road 
Runners
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Long-time participant, and 
now a Road Runner board 
member, Berit Bus shares a 
bit of insight into what it takes 
to organize and run in the 
St. Maarten Day Around the 
Island Relay Race that is as 
much a part of St. Maarten 
Day as any other tradition. 
This year, the relay race 
continues its long-standing 
tradition. 
1. How long have you been 
doing the Around the Island 
Relay Race? 
I joined the Around the Island 
Relay Race at a very young age. 
Joining my father, I became 
more competitive as a teenager. 
The race has been happening 
for 33 years. This year is the 
34th year. It has been happening 
before I was even born! The 
Road Runners Club started in 
1984 by Malcolm Maidwell 
and Frits Bus. The club slowly 
grew into a bigger group of 
runners from both Dutch and 
French side. Over the years, the 
Road Runners club has always 
contributed to local charities 
and has organized many races 
including the Around the Island 
Relay Race. This started in 
1987 when Malcolm wanted to 
create a race that would unify 
both Dutch and French side.

2. Can you tell us what got you 
into participating in it?  
My love for sports – in 
particular running! The great 
thing about the relay race is that 
it is a team effort – that makes 
participating in this event so 
much more fun!

Running the Race
3. How do you train for it? 
I train every Wednesday and 
Saturday with the Road Runners 
Association. Every training is 
different, but usually a one-
hour interval training. There 
are many different running 
workouts to get you prepared 
for a race. The information is 
available online – or a running 
coach like Krispijn Teunissen 
(President of Road Runners) 
knows how!

4. What was something you 
found out you really aren’t 
ready for, even if you train?
I always thought I would never 
be ready for a half marathon; 
but I did it. I never thought I 
could do 30km of running; but 
I did it. Now it’s on to the full 
marathon. Am I ready? No. But 
I will keep training. You never 
know until you try, right?

5. Are there any challenges 
you’ve made for yourself? 
Have you achieved them? 
I constantly create challenges 
for myself. After all...I’m 
competing against yesterday’s 
me. I’ve achieved quite some! 

6. How is it different 
organising the team, versus 
just running? 
Organising a team for the relay 
race means you are responsible 
for your runners. First and 
most important, do they run? 
Ha-ha. There are many other 
elements involved in creating 
a good team. Offer and ensure 
consistency in training, build 
team effort, bring motivation 
and support, and get personal 

with a holistic approach. 

7. Do you have any tips/tricks 
to getting ready for/running 
the relay?
Practice and plan; make sleep a 
priority; stay positive; focus on 
your nutrition. For relay race 
day, organise a drop-off and 
pick-up ride; prepare breakfast 
and drinks for the morning the 
night before, as you may start 
your run later than sooner; 
check the weather and dress 
accordingly.

8. Can you give some insight 
on what it takes to be on the 
board organising the whole 
race?
We have a team of five on the 
board of the Road Runners 
Association; some of us have 
been doing it for 34 years. Every 
year, we try to stick to the same 
planning, but we also like to 
change it up with the course or 
the entry rules. It takes a team, 
volunteers and runners to make 
this race happen. 

The Around the Island 
Relay Race has never been 
cancelled (34 years!) and 
we intend to continue this 
trend. St. Maarteners are 
good at adapting!! If we feel 
that the route is unsafe or 
uncomfortable, especially for 
our young runners, we have 
a plan-B in place to adjust the 
route. We hope this will not be 
necessary, but as we do always 
support our Northern brothers 
and sisters, we understand their 
frustrations and will adapt to 
them.
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The annual 
television show 
“St. Maarten 
In Retrospect” 
– the program 
h i g h l i g h t i n g 
St. Maarten’s 
a n n i v e r s a r y 
celebrations of 
Sint Maarten Day 
– will once again 
be broadcast 
on Sint Maarten 
/ Saint Martin 
Day, Thursday, 
November 11, 
showcasing and 
celebrating the 
island’s local 
culture with a lively 
line-up of cultural 
p e r f o r m a n c e s 
taking centre stage.

This year’s event and 
broadcast will take 
place from Flamboyant 
Road in Saunders at 
9:00am until 12:00 

St. Maarten In Retrospect
midday, and will be 
aired live on www.
CaribbeanSunshine.sx, 
www.facebook.com/
SxMinRetrospect, Tele 
TV 15 and TV Carib Ch 
10.

Sint Maarten In 
Retrospect executive 
producer Elton 
Richardson is 
encouraging the public 
to tune in and enjoy 
the day with music, 
food, history and 
culture. Just like all 
the other years, this 
year’s program will be 
informative as well as 
entertaining. 

Mrs. Nerissa Ellis 
Cornelia will be joining 
the cast this year 
again to co-host with 
Elton, along with 
his daughter Zharia 
Richardson, current 

Calypso Monarch of St. 
Maarten. Delicious local 
food will also be an 
attraction from special 
guest Ohndhae Marlin, 
who will display some 
of his culinary artistic 
skills in the kitchen by 
preparing a number 
of St. Maarten’s local 
dishes live on the air. 

Participating online 
viewers, who are 
following the broadcast, 
can win special prizes, 
such as NAf. 150 
gift vouchers from 
Kooyman as part of 
their 15th anniversary 
celebrations, along with 
��$�� �������
���� $��	�
Rainforest Adventures 
St. Maarten – Rockland 
Estate to try out the 
Flying Dutchman 
zip line, Aqua Mania 
Adventures sunset 
cruises and much 
more.

Participation is also 
encouraged via the 
Facebook Page “Sint 
Maarten In Retrospect” 
where greetings to 
family and friends from 
anywhere in the world 
can be sent and will 
be read live on the air 
during the broadcast.

St. Maarten Community Choir in performance.
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What is St. Martin Day 
all about, and how do we 
represent it accurately 
in writing? These are 
questions to be answered, 
given the persistent 
inaccuracies in referring 
to the day both orally and 
in written form. 

First, St. Martin Day is 
NOT:
�� a celebration of 
the discovery of the island 
by Christopher Columbus

�� a celebration of 
the division of the island 
by the Dutch and French 
or the 1648 Partition 
Treaty, a.k.a. the Treaty of 
Concordia

�� a celebration of St. 
Maarten(‘s)/St. Martin(‘s) 
Day 
To this day, it remains 
questionable whether 
Christopher Columbus 
“discovered” our island on 
November 11, 1493, as is 
often claimed. 

In fact, records show 
Columbus a long way from 
St. Martin on that date, and 
the first appearance of the 
island on a map was in 1516 
as Sam Mtim. 

Why “St. Martin Day” 
Precisely which European 
power first used the name 
St. Martin is not certain, but 
as early as 1630, both the 
French and the Dutch were 
referring to the island as St. 
Martin. 

The Dutch spelling, 
St. Maarten, to refer 
to the southern part, 
does not appear until 
1936, apparently for the 
Netherlands to lay claim to 
the name aspect of its “own” 
half of the island, since the 
English and French spellings 
were identical. 

November 11 is the 
celebration of the oneness – 
not the division – of the St. 
Martin people. 

The date was settled on 
by two legendary, elected 
leaders of the St. Martin 
people, Dr. Claude Wathey 
(in the South) and Dr. 
Hubert Petit (in the North), 
with the support of many 
of their contemporaries 
such as Clem Labega and 
Felix Choisy, as a people’s 
celebration. 

According to Dr. Petit, the 
founders were very clear 

that “the St. Martin people 
needed a celebration for 
themselves”, and they were 
not going to celebrate the 
division of the island by the 
two colonial powers. 

When you write “St. 
Maarten/St. Martin”, you are 
literally putting a slash – a 
symbol of conflict, division, 
and violence – between the 
official names for the two 
territories, whose people 
remain one. 

While the slash can be used 
in English to show that two 
things are closely related, it 
is mostly used to represent 
the word “or” and to show 
opposition, and it is avoided 
in formal writing. 

When you use the slash, you 
are in essence referring to 
either one of the two parts 
of the island, and not the 
entire island, and you are 
showing just the opposite 
of what the intention of the 
celebration is. 

When the apostrophe is 
used in English, it is to 
indicate possession or 
omission.

An apostrophe after “St. 
Martin” indicates that 
either the day belongs to 
St. Martin (possession) or 
that something is missing 
between “St. Martin” and 
the letter “s” (omission). 

The day is the celebration 
of the St. Martin people’s 

oneness, with “St. Martin” 
functioning as an adjective 
to modify the word 
“day.” The correct way to 
represent what we celebrate 
on November 11 in writing, 
as in spoken language, is 
“St. Martin Day”, just like 
Aruba Day, Saba Day, or 
Independence Day, etc. 

(Editor Note: Rhoda 
Arrindell, PhD, is a linguist, 
author, and member of One 
SXM Association.)

Ingredients

4-5 cups of water
10 pieces of mauby bark
2 cups sugar
1-2 cinnamon sticks depending on size (optional)
2 pieces of dried orange peel
½ nutmeg (optional)
3-4 cloves

Directions

1. Place all ingredients into a saucepan and on med-high heat and 

���������������>�G���������������
�����������$�������	��������$����
�������������������
�����������������>�_�
�������������
���
to steep for around 
�����������������������
longer for a more 
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2. To prepare a 
glass of mauby, add 
two cups of water 
to every one cup 
of concentrate and 
sweeten with brown 
sugar. To add an 
extra kick, add a few 
drops of Angostura 
bitters, a liquor 
of your choosing, 
mixed essence or 
cinnamon and ice 
and enjoy!

By Rhoda Arrindell

Mauby Drink Recipe

St. Martin symbols of liberty and labour at the 
Agrement roundabout (L) and the salt-pickers 
roundabout.
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Sint Maarten / Saint Martin Day Programme 
The Annual St. Martin 
Day Celebration takes 
place tomorrow, 
Thursday, November 
11.

This Thursday, 
November 11, 2021, 
marks the 62nd 
Annual St. Martin Day 
Celebration of kinship, 
solidarity, resilience and 
endurance of the people 
of St. Martin. St. Martin 
Day is a people’s day 
celebration as envisioned 
by our founding fathers, 
Dr. Claude Wathey and 
Dr. Hubert Petit, and 
brought to life yearly by 
dedicated civil servants, 
cultural activists and 
knowledge bearers, 
who work diligently 
to ensure that this 
vision of togetherness 
is observed. The 
celebration comes alive 

again tomorrow, with 
the theme: “We stand 
triumphant in the face 
of adversity”.  

This year, due to safety 
concerns surrounding 
the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, the 
Government of Sint 
Maarten has opted to 
have the celebrations 
done partly in-person 
and partly virtual. The 
in-person activities will 
consist of an ecumenical 
church service at the 
New Testament Baptist 
Church in Philipsburg 
at 8:00am, followed by 
the traditional laying of 
the wreath at the Cole 
Bay border monument. 
The virtual celebration 
will comprise addresses 
���#����	�������
���
representing both sides 
of the island, music-, 

poetry-, dance- and 
cultural-performances 
by St. Martin artistes. 

The following is the 
program line-up of 
performances:

{� Q
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�� <
�
�
	�� |�
Beverly Nisbeth – “A 
St. Martin Soak” 

{� J
��� |� G����
Dimension Academy 
Q���
������}*�?����
Stand and Serve My 
Country St Maarten”

{� &����
���}#�������
of God” 

{� J
��� |� G����
Dimension Academy 
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Go”
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Martin Is My Home”
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Love of St Martin”
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Has Our Culture 
Gone”

{� %
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Arts – “SXM Songs 
Medley”
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To Stay”
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Interview
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Way”
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Up
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Interview  
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Shot Ya”
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“Ghetto Pain”
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Presentation – 
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“SXM, We Thank 
You”

{� Q
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��
in collaboration with 
Our Creation St. 
Martin Arts and Craft 
National Cultural 
Parade Display

The community of St. 
Martin, both at home and 
abroad, is invited to tune 
in to the Government 
of Sint Maarten online 
media outlets to view the 
celebrations. Coverage 
@��@�����
������
	������

���� &��	���
�� �������
Service live-streamed on 
���� "��#��� Q
�����@�
page and SXMGOV 
~
����"�
�������>��Q�>�
The virtual presentation 
can be seen later in the 
afternoon at 5:00 via the 
SXMGOV online media 
and on TelTV Channel 
15 with a repeat at 
9:00 in the evening. 
The Government of Sint 
Maarten wishes one and 
all a Happy, Healthy and 
Safe 62nd St. Martin 
Day Celebration. 

Photos – 
Photo 1 – Dance & Arts 
Dimension Academy 
Foundation Performers. 
Photo 2 – Funtopia 
Performers.
Photo 3 – Rudy’s 
Performing Arts Dance & 
Expressions Performers.
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